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PREFACE. 


gawMai^lAWS  and  Government 

are  to  the  Political  Bo- 
dies of  Civil  Societies, 
what  the  Vital  Spirits 
and  Life  it  felf  are  to 
the  Natural  Bodies  of 
Animated  Creatures  ,• 
and  as  thofe  that  ftudy  the  Anatomy  of 
Dead  Carkaffes  may  fee,  that  the  chief 
Organs  and  niceft  Springs  more  imme- 
diately required  to  continue  the  Motion 
of  our  Machine,  are  not  hard  Bones, 
ftrong  Mufcles  and  Nerves,  nor  the 
fmooth  white  Skin  that  fo  beautifully 
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covers  them,  but  fmall  trifling  Films  and 
little  Pipes  that  are  either  over-look'd, 
or  elfe  feem  inconfiderable  to  Vulgar 
Eyes  j  fb  they  that  examine  into  the  Na- 
ture of  Man,  abftrad  from  Art  and  Educa- 
tion, may  obferve,that  what  renders  him  a 
Sociable  Animal,  confifts  not  in  his  defire 
of  Company,  good  Nature,  Pity,  Affabi- 
lity, and  other  Graces  of  a  fair  Outfide ; 
but  that  his  vileft  and  mod  hateful  Qua- 
lities are  the  mod  neceflary  Accom- 
plimments  to  fit  him  for  the  largeft,  and, 
according  to  the  World,  the  happieft 
and  moft  flouriming  Societies. 

The  following  Fable,  in  which  what 
I  have  faid  is  (et  forth  at  large,  was  prin- 
ted above  eight  Years  ago  *  in  a  Six  Pen- 
ny Pamphlet,  call'd,  TheGrumblwg  Hive ; 
or  Knaves  turrid  Honefi^  and  being 
foon  after  Pyrated,  cry'd  about  the  Streets 
in  a  Half  Penny  Sheet.  Since  the  firft 
publifhing  of  it  I  have  met  with  feveral 
that  either  wilfully  or  ignorantly  miftak- 
ing  the  Defign,  would  have  it,  that  the 

•  Scope 

.  *  This  was  wrote  in  1714. 
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Scope  of  it  was  a  Satyr  upon  Virtue  and 
Morality,  and  the  whole  wrote  for  the 
Encouragement  of  Vice.  This  made 
me  refolve,  whenever  it  fjiould  be  fei 
printed,  (bme  way  or  other  to  inform 
the  Reader  of  the  real  Intent  this  little 
Poem  was  wrote  with.  I  do  not 
dignify  thefe  few  loofe  Lines  with  the 
Name  of  Poem,  that  I  would  have  the 
Reader  expect  any  Poetry  in  them, 
but  barely  becaufe  they  are  Rhime,  and 
I  am  in  reality  puzled  what  Name  to 
give  them,-  for  they  are  neither  He- 
roick  nor  Paftoral,  Satyr,  Burlefque  nor 
Heroi-comick  ,•  to  be  a  Tale  they  want 
Probability,  and  the  whole  is  rather  too 
long  for  a  Fable.  All  I  can  fay  of  them 
is,  that  they  are  a  Story  told  in  Do- 
grel,  which  without  the  leaft  defign 
of  being  Witty,  I  have  endeavour'd  to 
do  in  as  eafy  and  familiar  a  manner  as 
I  was  able:  The  Reader  mall  be  wel- 
come  to  call  them  what  he  pleafes. 
'Twas  faid  of  Montagne,  that  he  was 
pretty  well  vers'd  in  the  Defe&s  of  Man- 
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kind,  but  unacquainted  with  the  Ex- 
cellencies of  human  Nature;  If  I  fare 
no  worfe,  I  fhall  think  my  felf  well 
ufed. 

What  Country  fbever  in  the  Univerfe 
is  to  be  underftood  by  the  Bee-Hive  re- 
prefented  here,  it  is  evident  from  what 
is  faid  of  the  Laws  and  Conftitution  of 
it,  the  Glory,  Wealth,  Power  and  In- 
duftry  of  its  Inhabitants,  that  it  muft  be 
a  large,  rich  and  warlike  Nation  that 
is  happily  govern'd  by  a  limited  Mo- 
narchy. The  Satyr  therefore  to  be 
met  with  in  the  following  Lines  upon 
the  feveral  Profeffions  and  Callings, 
and  almoft  every  Degree  and  Station 
of  People,  was  not  made  to  injure  and 
point  to  particular  Perfons,  but  only 
to  fhew  the  Vilenefs  of  the  Ingredients 
that  all  together  compofe  the  whole- 
fome  Mixture  of  a  well-order'd  Society  j 
in  order  to  extol  the  wonderful  Power 
of  Political  Wifdom,  by  the  help  of 
which  fo  beautiful  a  Machine  is  rais'd 
from  the  moft  contemptible  Branches. 

For 
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For  the  mainDefign  of  the  Fable,  (as  it 
is  briefly  explained  in  the  Moral)  is  to 
fhew  the  Impoflibility  of  enjoying  all 
the  moft  elegant  Comforts  of  Life  that 
are  to  be  met  with  in  an  induftrious, 
wealthy  and  powerful  Nation,  and  at 
the  fame  time  be  blefs'd  with  all  the 
Virtue  and  Innocence  that  can  be 
wifh'd  for  in  a  Golden  Age  j  from  thence 
to  expofe  the  Unreafonablenefs  and 
Folly  of  thofe,  that  defirous  of  being 
an  opulent  and  flouriftiing  People,  and 
wonderfully  greedy  after  all  the  Benefits 
they  can  receive  as  fuch,  are  yet  al- 
ways murmuring  at  and  exclaiming  a- 
gainft  thofe  Vices  and  Inconveniencies, 
that  from  the  Beginning  of  the  World 
to  this  prefent  Day,  have  been  infepa- 
rable  from  all  Kingdoms  and  States  that 
ever  were  fam'd  for  Strength,  Riches, 
and  PoKtenefs,  at  the  fame  time.  ■  • 1  -  •  - 
.  To  do  this,  I  firfl:  flightly  touch  up- 
on fome  of  the  Faults  and  Corruptions 
the  feveral  Profeffions  and  Callings  are 
generally  charged  with.    After  that  I 
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{hew  that  thole  very  Vices  of  every 
particular  Perlbn  by  skilful  Manage- 
ment were  made  lublervient  to  the 

• 

Grandeur  and  worldly  Happinels  of  the 
whole.  Laftly,  by  fetting  forth  what 
of  neceflity  muft  be  the  conlequence  of 
general  Honefty  and  Virtue  and  Nati- 
onal Temperance,  Innocence  and  Con- 
tent, I  demon  ftrate  that  if  Mankind 
could  be  cured  of  the  Failings  they  are 
Naturally  guilty  of,  they  would  ceafe  to 
be  capable  of  being  rais'd  into  fiich 
vaft,  potent  and  polite  Societies,  as  they 
have  been  under  the  feveral  great  Com- 
mon-wealths and  Monarchies  that  have 
flourilh'd  fince  the  Creation. 

If  you  ask  me  why  I  have  done  all 
this,  cut  bono?  and  what  Good  thefe 
Notions  will  produce  ?u  truly,  befides  the 
Reader's  Diverfion,  I  believe  none  at 
all  j  but  if  I  was  ask'd  what  Naturally 
ought  to  be  expected  from  'em,  I  wou'd 
anfwer,  That  in  the  firft  Place  the 
People,  who  continually  find  Fault  with 
others,  by  reading  them,  would  be 
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taught  to  look  at  home,  and  examin- 
ing their  own  Conferences,  be  made  a- 
fliam'd  of  always  railing  at  what  they 
are  more  or  lefs  guilty  of  themlelves,- 
and  that  in  the  next,  thole  who  are  Co 
fond  of  the  Eafe  and  Comforts,  and 
reap  all  the  Benefits  that  are  the 
Conlecjuence  of  a  great  and  flourilhing 
Nation,  would  learn  more  patiently  to 
fubmit  to  thole  Inconveniences,  which 
no  Government  upon  Earth  can  reme- 
dy, when  they  mould  lee  the  Impoffi- 
bility  of  enjoying  any  great  (hare  of  the 
firft,  without  partaking  likewile  of  the 
latter. 

This  I  fay  ought  naturally  to  be  ex- 
pected from  the  publilhing  of  thele 
Notions,  if  People  were  to  be  made 
better  by  any  thing  that  could  be  faid 
to  them  i  but  Mankind  having  for  fo 
many  Ages  remain'd  ftill  the  fame, 
notwithftanding  the  many  inftru&ive 
and  elaborate  Writings,  by  which  their 
Amendment  has  been  endeavour'd,  I 
am  not  fo  vain  as  to  hope  for  bet- 
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ter  Succefs  from  fb  inconfiderable  a 
Trifle. 

Having  allow'd  the  fmall  Advantage 
this  little  Whim  is  likely  to  produce, 
I  think  my  felf  obliged  to  {hew,  that  it 
cannot  be  prejudicial  to  any;  for  what 
is  publiftied,  if  it  does  no  good,  ought 
at  leaft  to  do  no  harm :  In  order  to  this 
I  have  made  fome  Explanatory  Notes, 
to  which  the  Reader  will  find  himfelf 
refer'd  in  thofe  PaflTages  that  feem  to 
be  moll  liable  to  Exceptions. 

The  Cenfbrious  that  never  fav/  the 
Grumbling  Hivey  will  tell  me,  that 
whatever  I  may  talk  of  the  Fable,  it 
not  taking  up  a  Tenth  part  of  the 
Book,  was  only  contrived  to  introduce 
the  Remarks ;  that  inftead  of  clearing 
up  the  doubtful  or  obfcure  Places,  I 
have  only  pitch'd  upon  fuch  as  I  had 
a  Mind  to  expatiate  upon  ,•  and  that  far 
from  driving  to  extenuate  the  Errors 
committed  before,  I  have  made  Bad 
worfe,  and  {hewn  my  felf  a  more  bare- 
fac'd  Champion  for  Vice,  in  the  ram- 
bling 
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bling  Digreflions,  than  I  had  done  id 
the  Fable  it  felf.  \ 
.  I  (hall  fpend  no  time  in  anfwering 
thefe  Accufations  j  where  Men  are  pre- 
judiced, the  beft  Apologies  are  loft  j  and 
"I  kpow  that  thofe  who  think  it  Crimi- 
nal to  fuppofe  a  neceflity  of  Vice  in  any 
cafe  whatever,  will  never  be  reconciPd 
%o  any  part  of  the  Performance ;  but 
if  this  be  thoroughly  examin'd,  a^ 
the  Offence  it  can  give,  muft  refult 
from  the  wrong  Inferences  that  may 
perhaps  be  drawn  from  it,  and  which 
I  defire  no  body  to  make.  -  When  I 
affert,  that  Vices  are  infeparable  from 
great  and  potent  Societies, ,  and  that  it 
is  impqflible  their  Wealth  and  Gran- 
deur fliould  fubfift  without,  I  do  not 
fay  that  the  particular  Members  of  them 
who  are  guilty  of  any  (hould  not  be 
continually  reprov'd,  or  not  be  punifh'd 
for  them  when  they  grow  into  Crimes. 

There  are,  I  believe,  few  People  in 
London,  of  thofe  that  are  at  any  time 
forc'd  to  go  a-foot,but  what  could  wirti  the 
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Streets  of  it  much  cleaner  than  generally 
they  are  $  whilft  they  regard  nothing  but 
their  own  Cloaths  and  private  Conve- 
niency:  but  when  once  they  come  to 
confider,  that  what  offends  them  is  the 
rafult  of  the  Plenty,  great  Traffick  and 
Opulency  of  that  mighty  City,  if  they 
have  any  Concern  in  its  Welfare,  they 
will  hardly  ever  wifh  to  fee  the  Streets 
of  it  lels  dirty.    For  if  we  mind  the 
Materials  of  all  forts  that  muft  lupply 
mch  an  infinite  number  of  Trades  and 
Handicrafts,  as  are  always  going  for- 
ward ;  the  vaft  quantity  of  Victuals, 
Drink  and  Fewel  that  are  daily  con- 
mm'd  in  it,  the  Wafte  and  Superflu- 
ities that  muft  be  produc'd  from  them ; 
the  multitudes  of  Horfes  and  other  Cat- 
tle that  are  always  dawbing  the  Streets, 
the  Carts,  Coaches  and  more  heavy 
Carriages  that  are  perpetually  wearing 
and  breaking  the  Pavement  of  them, 
and  above  all  the  numberlels  fwarms 
of  People  that  are  continually  harraf- 
fing  and  trampling  through  every  part 
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of  them :  If,  I  fay,  we  mind  all  thefe, 
we  (hall  find  that  every  Moment  muft 
produce  new  Filth;  and  confidering 
how  far  diftant  the  great  Streets  are 
from  the  River  fide,  what  Coft  and 
Care  foever  be  beftow'd  to  remove  the 
Naftinefs  almoft  as  fad  as  it  is  made,  it 
is  impoflible  London  mould  be  more 
cleanly  before  it  is  left  flourifhing.  Now 
would  I  ask  if  a  good  Citizen,  in  con- 
fideration  of  what  has  been  faid,  might 
not  alTert,  that  dirty  Streets  are  a  ne- 
cefTary  Evil  infeparable  from  the  feli- 
city of  London,  without  being  the  leaft 
hindrance  to  the  cleaning  of  Shoes,  or 
fweeping  of  Streets,  and  confequently 
without  any  Prejudice  either  to  the 
Blackguard  or  the  Scavengers. 

But  if,  without  any  regard  to  the 
Intereft  or  Happinefs  of  the  City,  the 
Queftion  was  put,  What  Place  I  thought 
moft  plealant  to  walk  in  ?  No  body  can 
doubt  but,  before  the  (linking  Streets  of 
London,  I  would  efteem  a  fragrant  Gar- 
den, or  a  fhady  Grove  in  the  Country. 

In 


ized 


In  the  fame  manner,  if  laying  afide  all 
worldly  Greatnefs  and'  Vain-Glory,  I 
fhould  be  ask'd  where  I  thought  it  was 
moft  probable  that  Men  might  enjoy 
true  Happinefs,  I  would  prefer  a  fmall 
peaceable  Society,  in  which  Men,  nei- 
ther envy'd  nor  efteem'd  by  Neigh- 
bours, {hould  be  contented  to  live  up- 
on the  Natural  Produd  of  the  Spot 
they  inhabit,  to  a  vaft  Multitude  a- 
bounding  in  Wealth  and  Power,  that 
{hould  always  be  conquering  others  by 
their  Arms  Abroad,  and  debauching 
themfelves  by  Foreign  Luxury  at 
Home, 

Thus  much  I  had  faid  to  the  Reader 
in  the  Firft  Edition  j  and  have  added  no- 
thing by  way  of  Preface  in  the  Second. 
But  fince  that,  a  violent  Out-cry  has 
been  made  againfl:  the  Book,  exactly 
anfwering  the  Expe&ation  I  always  had 
of  the  Juftice,  the  Wifdom,  the  Chari- 
ty, and  Fair-dealing  of  thofe  whofe  Good- 
will I  defpaifd  of  It  has  been  prefent- 
ed  by  the  Grand- jury,  and  condemned 
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by  thoufends  who  never  faw  a  word  of 
it.    It  has  been  preach'd  againft  before 
my  Lord  Mayor,*  and  an  utter  Refuta- 
tion of  it  is  daily  expe&ed  from  a  Reve- 
rend Divine,  who  has  call'd  me  Names 
in  the  Advertifements,  and  threatned  to 
anfwer  me  in  two  Months  time  for  a- 
bove  five  Months  together.    What  I 
have  to  fay  for  my  felf,  the  Reader  will 
fee  in  my  Vindication  at  the  end  of  the 
Book,  where  he  will  likewife  find  the 
Grand- Jury's  Prefentment,  and  a  Letter 
to  the  Right  Honourable  Lord  Q  which 
is  very  Rhetorical   beyond  Argument 
or  Connexion.  The  Author  fhews  a  fine 
Talent  for  Inve&ives,  and  great  Sagaci- 
ty in  difcovering  Atheifm,  where  others 
can  find  none.    He  is  zealous  againft 
wicked  Books,  points  at  the  Fable  of 
the  Bees,  and  is  very  angry  with  the 
Author :  he  beftows  four  ftrong  Epithets 
on  the  Enormity  of  his  Guilt,  and  by  „ 
feveral  elegant  Innuendo's  to  the  Multi- 
*  tude,  as  the  Danger  there  is  in  fuffering 
fuch  Authors  to  live,  and  the  Vengeance 
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of  Heaven  upon  a  whole  Nation,  very 
charitably  recommends  him  to  their 


Care. 

Considering  the  length  of  this  Epiftle, 
and  that  it  is  not  wholly  levell'd  at  me 
only,  I  thought  at  firft  to  have  made 
lome  Extra&s  from  it  of  what  relat- 
ed to  my  felfj  but  finding,  on  a  nearer 
Enquiry^  that  what  concern'd  me  was  Co 
blended  - and;  interwoven  with  what  did 
not,  Iwas  oblig'd  to  trouble  the  Reader 
with  it  entire  ^  not  without  Hopes  that, 
prolix  as  it  is,  the  Extravagancy  of  it  will 
be  entertaining  to  thofe  who  have  per- 
ufed  the  Treatife  it  condemns  with  Co 
much  Horror. 


»        ■  t 


•  r  - 


THE 


Digitized  by  Google 


THE 

»         -  • 

Grumbling  Hive: 

Knaves  turrfd  Honeft. 

r 

Spacious  Hive  well  ftockt  with  Bees, 
That  liv'd  in  Luxury  and  Eafe ; 
And  yet  as  fam'd  for  Laws  and  Arms^ 
As  yielding  large  and  early  Swarms; 
Was  counted  the  great  Nurfery 

■ 

Of  Sciences  and  Induftry. 

No  Bees  had  better  Government, . 

More  Ficklenefs,  or  lefs  Content:* 
They  were  not  Slaves  to  Tyranny, 
Nor  rul'd  by  wild  democracy; 

B  But 
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■  ■     •  * 

But  Kings,  that  could  not  wrong,  becaufe 
Their  Power  was  circumfcrib'd  by  Laws. 

*  • 

These  Infects  livd  like  Men,  and  all 
Our  Adions  they  perform'd  in  fmafl ; 
They  did  whatever's  done  in  Town,  »  * 
And  what  belongs  to  Sword  or  Gown : 
Tho'  th' Artful  Works,  by  nimble  Slight 
Of  minute  Limbs,  Tcap'd  Human  Sight ; 
Yet  we've  no  Engines,  Labourers, 
Ships,  Caftles,  Arms,  Artificers, 
•Craft,  Science,  Shop,  or  Inftrument, 
But  they  had  an  Equivalent : 
Which,  fince  their  Language  is  unknown, 
Mufl:  be  caH'd,  as  we  do  our  own. 
As  grant,  that  among  other  Things, 
They  wanted  Dice,  yet  they  had  Kings ; 
And  thofe  had  Guards ;  from  whence  we  may 
Juffly  conclude,  they  had  fome  Play.; 
Unlefs  a  Regiment  be  fiiewn 
Of  Soldiers,  that  make  ufe  of  none. 

Vast 
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■ 

Vast  Numbers  throng'd  the  fruitful  Hive* 
Yet  thofe  vaft  Numbers  made  em  thrive ; 

Millions  endeavouring  to  fupply 
Each  other's  Lull  and  Vanity; 
Whilll  other  Millions  were  employ 'd, 
To  fee  their  Handy-works  deftroy'd  > 
They  furnifli'd  half  the  Univerfe; 
Yet  had  more  Work  than  Labourers. 
Some  with  vaft  Stocks,  and  little  Pains, 
Jump'd  into  Bufinefs  of  great  Gains ; 
And  fome  were  damn'd  to  Sythes  and  Spades, 
And  all  thofe  hard  laborious  Trades; 
Where  willing  Wretches  daily  fweat, 
And  wear  out  Strength  and  Limbs  to  eat : 
{A)  Whilft  others  follow'd  Myfteries, 
To  which  few  Folks  bind  Prentices ; 
That  want  no  Stock,  but  that  of  Brafs, 
And  may  fet  up  without  a  Crofs ; 
As  Sharpers,  Parafites,  Pimps,  Players, 
Pick-pockets,  Coiners,  Quacks,  South-fayers, 

B  1  And 
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And  all  thofe,  that  in  Enmity, 
With  downright  Working,  cunningly 
Convert  to  their  own  Ufe  the  Labour 

■ 

Of.  their  good-natur'd  heedlefs  Neighbour. 
(5.)Thefe  were  call'd  Knaves,but  bar  the  Name, 
The  grave  Induftrious  were  the  fame : 
All  Trades  and  Places  knew  fome  Cheat, 
No  Calling  was  without  Deceit. 

•  ■  • 

The  Lawyers,  of  whofe  Art  the  Bafis 
Was  raifing  Feuds  and  fplitting  Cafes, 
Oppofed  all  Reglfters,  that  Cheats 
Might  make  more  Work  with  dipt  Eftates ; 
As  wer't  unlawful,  that  one's  own, 
Without  a  Law-Suit,  mould  be  known. 
They  kept  off  Hearings  wilfully, 
To  finger  the  refrefliing  Fee ; 
And  to  defend  a  wicked  Caufe, 
Examin'd  and  furvey'd  the  Laws, 
As  Burglars  Shops  and  Houfes  do, 
To  find  out  where  they'd  bell  breakthrough. 

Phv- 
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Physicians  yalu'd  Fame  and  Wealth 
Above  the  drooping  Patient's  Health, 
Or  their  own  Skill;  The  greateft  Part 
Study 'd,  instead  of  Rules  of  Art, 
Grave  penfive  Looks  and  dull  Behaviour, . 
To  gain  th' Apothecary 's  Favour ; 
The  Pjraife  of  Mid-wives,  Priefts,  and  all 
That  ferv'd  at  Birth  or  Funeral. 

f  *■ 

To  bear  with  th'ever-talking  Tribe, 
And  hear  my  Lady's  Aunt  prefcribe; 
With  formal  Smile,  and  kind  How  d'ye, 
To  fawn  on  all  the  Family : 
And,  which  of  all  the  greateft  Curfe  is, 

•mm  . 

T*  endure  th'Impertinence  of  Nurfes. 

*  '       mm       '      '  ' 

I  ■  - 

Among  the  many  Priefts  of  Jove, 
Hir'd  to  draw  Bleffings  from  Above, 
Some  few  were  Learn'd  and  Eloquent, 
But  thoufands  Hot  and  Ignorant : 
Yet  all  pafs'd  Mufter  that  could  hide 
Their  Sloth,  Lull,  Avarice  and  Pride ; 

B  3  For 
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For  which  they  were  as  fom'd  as  Taylors 
For  Cabbage,  or  for  Brandy  Sailors : 
Some,  meagre-look'd,  and  meanly  clad, 
Would  myftically  pray  for  Bread, 
Meaning  by  that  an  ample  Store, 
Yet  lit  rally  receiv'd  no  more ; 
And,  wrhilft  thefe  holy  Drudges  ftarv'd, 
The  lazy  Ones,  for  which  they  ferv'd, 
Indulg'd  their  Eafe,  with  all  the  Graces 
Of  Health  and  Plenty  in  their  Faces. 

(C.)  The  Soldiers,  that  were  fore'd  tofightj 
If  they  furviv'd,  got  Honour  by't ;  - 
Tho' fome,  that  fliunn'd  the  bloody  Fi  ay,  .' 
Had  Limbs  fliot  off,  that  ran  away : 
Some  Valiant  Gen  rals  fought  the  Foe  j 
Others  took  Bribes  to  let  them  go : 
Some  ventur'd  always  where  'twas  warm, 
Loft  now  a  Leg,  and  then  an  Arm; 
Till  quite  difabled,  and  put  by,        •   •  ' 
They  liv'd  on  half  their  Salary ; 

Whflft 
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Whilft  others  never  came  in  Play,  • 
And  ftaid  at  Home  for  double  Pay.  - 

2  * 

I  HEIR  Kings  were  ferv'd,  but  Knavifhly 
Cheated  by  their  own  Miniftry; 
Many,  that  for  their  Welfare  flaved, 
Robbing  the  very  Crown  they  faved: 
Penfions  were  fmall,  and  they  liv'd  high. 
Yet  boafted  of  their  Honefty. 
Calling,  whene'er  they  ftrain'd  their  Right,  . 
The  flipp'ry  Trick  a  Perquifite } 
And  when  Folks  underflood  their  Cant, 
They  chang'd  that  for  Emolument ; 
Unwilling  to  be  fliort  or  plain, 
In  any  thing  concerning  Gain ; 
CD.)  For  there  was  not  a  Bee  but  would 
Get  more,  I  won't  fey,  than  he  Ihould ; 
But  than  he  dar'd  to  let  them  know, 
(£.)  That  pay'd  for't ;  as  your  Gamefters  do, 
That,  tho'  at  fair  Play,  ne'er  will  own 
before  the  Lofers  what  they've  won. 

B  ^  But 
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But  who  can  all  their  Frauds  repeat?  7 
The  very  Stuff,  which  in  the  Street 
They  fold  for  Dirt  t'enrich  the  Ground, 
Was  often  by  the  Buyers  found  .  .        \  : 
Sophifticated  with  a  quarter 
Of  good-for-nothing  Stones  and  Mortar ; 
Tho'  Flail  had  little  Caufe  to  mutter, 
Who  fold  the  other  Salt  for  Butter.        . : 

»     •  - «  * 

Justice  her  felf,  fam'd  for  fair  Dealing, 
By  Blindnefs  had  not  loft  her  Feeling ; 
Her  Left  Hand,  which  the  Scales  ihould  hold, 
Had  often  dropt  'em,  brib'd  with  Gold  $ 
And,  tho1  flie  feem'd  Impartial,  . 
W  here  Punifliment  was  corporal, 
Pretended  to  a  reg'lar  Courfe, 
In  Murther,  and  all  Crimes  of  Force;  . 
Tho1  fome,  firft  pillory'd  for  Cheating, 
Were  hang'd  in  Hemp  of  their  own  beating ; 
Yet,  it  was  thought,  the  Sword  flie  bore 
Check'd  but  the  Defp'rate  and  the  Poor ;  . 
"    ^  That, 
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That,  urg'd  by  meer  Neceflity, 
Were  ty'd  up  to  the  wretched  Tree  f 
For  Crimes,  which  not  deferv'd  that  Fate, 
But  to  fecure  the  Rich  and  Great, 

Thus  every  Part  was  full  of  Vice, 
Yet  the  whole  Mafs  a  Paradife ; 
Flatter'd  in  Peace,  and  fear'd  in  Wars* 
They  were  th'  Efteem  of  Foreigners, 
And  lavilh  of  their  Wealth  and  Lives, 
The  BaUanqe  of  all  other  Hives, 

Such  were  the  Blellings  of  that  State ; 
Their  Crimes  confpir'd  to  make  themGreat: 
(F.J  And  Virtue,  who  from  Politicks  '  -v 
Had  learn'd  a  Thoufand  Cunning  Tricks, 
Was,  by  their  happy  Influence, 
Made  Friends  with  Vice:  And  ever  firice, 
(G.)  The  worft  of  all  the  Multitude 
Did  fomething  for  the  Common  Good. 

*  *  *  •  " 

•';*  ''This 
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This  was  the  State's-Craft,  that  maintained 
The  Whole,  of  which  each  Part  complain'd ; 
This,  as  in  Mufick  Harmony, 
Made  Jarrings  in  the  main  agree  j  *  I 

(H.)  Parties  dire&ly  oppofite, 
AfM  each  other,  as  'twere  for  Spight ; 
And  Temp' ranee  with  Sobriety,  " 
Serve  Drunkennefs  and  Gluttony,  • 

(I J  The  Root  of  Evil,  Avarice, 
That  damn'd  ill-natur'd  baneful  Vice, 
Was  Slave  to  Prodigality, 

(K.J  That  noble  Sin ;  (L,J  whilft  Luxury 

Employ'd  a  Million  of  the  Poor, 

(M.J  And  odious  Pride  a  Million  more; 

(NJ  Envy  it  felf,  and  Vanity, 

Were  Minifters  of  Induftry ; 

Their  darling  Folly,  Ficklenefs 

In  Dyet,  Furniture  and  Drefs, 

That  Grange  ridie'lous  Vice,  was  made 

The  very  Wheel  that  turn'd  the  Trade. 

Their 

i 

i 

I 
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Their  Laws  and  Cloaths  were  equally 

Objefts  of  Mutability ; 

For,  wiiat  was  well  done  for  a  time,  : 

In  half  a  Year  became  a  Crime ; 

Yet  whilft  they  altered  thus  their  Laws, 

Still  finding  and  correcting  Flaws, 

They  mended  by  Inconftancy    *  •        -  - 

faults,  which  no  Prudence  could  forefee.  - 

Thus  Vice  nurs'd  Ingenuity, 
Which  joyn'd  with  Time  and  Indufcy, 
Had  carry 'd  Life's  Conveniencies,  - 
fO.J  It's  real  Pleafurcs,  Comforts,  Eafe,  * 
CP.)  To  fuch  a  Height,  the  very  Poor  S 
Livd  better  than  the  Rich  before,  -      .  -  C 
And  nothing  could  be  added  more.  \ 

How  Vain  is  Mortal  HappinefsJ  » 
Had  they  but  known  the  Bounds  of  Blife ; 
And  that  Pcrfeftion  here  below  .... 
Is  more  than  Gods  can  wTcll  beftow  s 

....  ..  w 

■  >  ■  The 
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The  Grumbling  Brutes  had  been  content 
With  Minifters  and  Government. 
But  they,  at  every  ill  Succefs, 
Like  Creatures  loft  without  Redrefs, 
Curs'd  Politicians,  Armies,  Fleets ; 
Whilft  every  one  cry'd,  'Damn  the  Cheat  s> 
And  would,  tho'  confcious  of  his  own, 
In  others  barb  roufly  bear  none.  . 

» 

One,  that  had  got  a  Princely  Store, 
By  cheating  Matter,  King,  and  Poor, 
Dar'd  cry  aloud,  Tba  Land  muft  Jink 
For  all  its  Fraud;  And  whom  d'ye  think 
The  Sermonizing  Rafcal  chid .? 
A  Glover  that  fold  Lamb  for  Kid. 

.'    r  .  • 

•  i 

The  leaft  Thing  was  not  done  amifs, 
Or  crofs'd  the  Publick  Bufinefs ; 

But  all  the  Rogues  cry'd  brazenly,  : 
Good  Gods,  Had  we  but  Honejty! 

Merfry 
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Merc'ry  fmil'd  at  th'  Impudence,  - 
And  others  call'd  it  want  of  Senfe, 
Always  to  rail  at  what  they  lov'd :  - 
But  Jove,  with  Indignation  mov'd, 
At  laft  in  Anger  fwore,  He'd  rid 
The  bawling  Hive  of  Fraud;  and  did. 
The  very  Moment  it  departs, 
And  Honefty  fills  all  their  Hearts ; 
There  (hews  'em,  like  th'  Inftruftive  Tree, 
Thofe  Grimes  which  they're  afliam'd  to  fee ; 
Which  now  in  Silence  they  confefs, 
By  blufhing  at  their  Uglinefs :  .  . 

Like  Children,  that  would  hide  their  Faults, 
And  by  their  Colour  own  their  Thoughts ; 
Imagining,  when  they're  look'd  upon, 
That  others  fee  what  they  have  done, 

'  •  ■  ■       ,      .      i     (  s 

But*  Oh  ye  Gods!  What  Confternation* 
How  vaft  and  fudden  was  th' Alteration!...  : 
In  half  an  Hour,  the  Nation  round,  ,  v, 
Meat  fell  a  Penny  in  the  Pound. 

•  • ;  The 


Digitized  by  Google 


r 


14    The  Grumbling  Hive:  6r$ 

The  Mask  Hypocrify's  flung  down, 
From  the  great  Statefman  to  the  Clown : 
And  fome  in  borrow'd  Looks  wellknown, 
Appear'd  like  Strangers  in  their  own. 

The  Bar  was  filcnt  from  that  Day  3  ' 

For  now  the  willing  Debtors  pay, 

Ev'n  what's  by  Creditors  forgot ; 

Who  quitted  them  that  had  it  not. 

Thofe,  that  were  in  the  Wrong,  flood  mute^ 

And  dropt  the  patch'd  vexatious  Suit : 

On  which,  fince  nothing  lefs  can  thrive, 

Than  Lawyers  in  an  honcft:  Hive, 

All,  except  thofe  that  got  enough, 

Wkh  Inkhorns  by  their  fides  troop'd  off. 

.  •  •  •  • 

Justice  hang'd  fome,  fet  others  free  j  1 
And,  after  Goal-delivery, 
Her  Prefence  be'ng  no  more  require!, 
With  all  her  Train  and  Pomp  retir'd, 
Firft  march'd  fame  Smiths  with  Locks  and 
Fetters,  and  Doors  with  Iron  Plates :  ^rateSl 

Next 
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Next  Goalers,  Turnkeys  and  Afliftants: 

Before  the  Goddefs,  at  fome  diftance, 

Her  chief  and  faithful  Minifter, 

'Squire  Catch,  the  Law's  great  Finifher, 

Bore  not  th'  imaginary  Sword, 

But  his  own  Tools,  an  Ax  and  Cord : 

Then  on  a  Cloud  the  Hood-wink'd  Fair, 

Justice  her  felf  was  pufli'd  by  Air: 

About  her  Chariot,  and  behind, 

W  ere  Serjeants,  Bums  of  every  kind, 

Tip-ftaffs,  and  all  thofe  Officers, 

That  fqueeze  a  Living  out  of  Tears, 

•  ■ 

Tho'  Phyfick  Jiv'd,  whiHl  Folks  were  ill, 
None  would  prefcribe,  but  Bees  of  skill, 
Which  through  the  Hive  difpers'd  fo  wide, 
That  none  of  them  had  need  to  ride ;  ■ 
Wav'd  vain  Difputes,  and  ftrove  to  free  ; 
The  Patients  of  their  Mfery ;  '  * 

Left  Drugs  in  cheating  Coitafaies grown, 

And  us'd  the  Produft  of  their  own ; 

Knowing 
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Knowing  the  Gods  fent  no  Difeafe 

To  Nations  without  Remedies. 

•  »    ■  » 

Th fiiR  Clergy  rouz'd  from  Lazinefs, 
Laid  not  their  Charge  on  Journey-Bees ; 
But  ferv'd  themfelves,  exempt  from  Vice, 
The  Gods  with  Pray'r  and  Sacrifice ; 
All  thofe,  that  were  unfit,  or  knew 
Their  Service  might  be  fpar'd,  withdrew : 
Nor  was  there  Bufinefs  for  fo  many, 

(If  th*  Honeft  ftand  in  need  of  any,) 

Few  only  with  the  High-Frieft  ftaid,  - 
To  whom  the  reft  Obedience  paid : 
Himfelf  employ 'd  in  holy  Cares ; 
Refign'd  to  others  State- Affairs. 
He  chas'd  no  Starving  from  his  Door, 
Nor  pinch'd  the  Wages  of  the  Poor ; 
But  at  his  Houfe  the  Hungry's  fed, 

The  Hireling  finds  unmeafur'd  Bread, 
The  needy  Trav'ler  Board  and  Bed. 

Among 
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Among  the  King's  great  Ministers, 
And  all  th'inferior  Officers 

« 

The  Change  was  great ;  (J^. )  for  frugally 

They  now.  liv'd  on  their  Salary : 

That  a  poor  Bee  ftiould  ten  times  come 

To  ask  his  Due,  a  trifling  Sum, 

And  by  fome  well  hir'd  Clerk  be  made  . 

To  give  a  Crown,  or  ne'er  be  paid ; 

Would  now  be  call'd  a  downright  Cheat, 

Tho'  formerly  a  Perquifite. 

All  Places  manag'd  firft  by  Three, 

Who  watch'd  each  other's  Knavery,  ; 

And  often  for  a  Fellow-feeling,  . 

Promoted  one  another's  dealing, 

Are  happily  fupply'd  by  One, , 

By  which  fome  thoufands  more  are  gone. 

c  -  -  ... 

(R.)  No  Honour  now  could  be  content, 
To  live  and  owe  for  what  was  fpent ; 
Liv'ries  in  Brokers  Shops  are  hung, 
They  part  with  Coaches  for  a  Song; 

C  Sell 
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Sell  ftately  Horfes  by  whole  Sets ; 
And  Country-Houfes,  to  pay  Debts. 

•  •    •  . 

-  • 

Vain  Coll:  is  Ihunn'd  as  much  as  Fraud ; 
They  have  no  Forces  kept  Abroad ; 
Laugh  at  th'  Efteem  of  Foreigners, 
And  empty  Glory  got  by  Wars ; 
They  fight,  but  for  their  Country's  fake, 
When  Right  or  Liberty's  at  Stake. 

* 

Now  mind  the  glorious  Hive,  and  fee 
How  Honefty  and  Trade  agree : 
The  Shew  is  gone,  it  thins  apace ; 
And  looks  with  quite  another  Face. 
For  'twas  not  only  that  They  went, 
By  whom  vaft  Sums  were  Yearly  fpent  j 
But  Multitudes  that  liv'd  on  them, 
Were  daily  forc'd  to  do  the  fame. 
In  vain  to  other  Trades  they'd  fly; 
All  were  o'er-ftock'd  accordingly. 

The 
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The  Price  of  Land  and  Houfes  falls ; 
Mirac'lous  Palaces,  whofe  Walls,  ■.. 
Like  thofe  of  Thebes^  were  rais'd  by  Play, 
Are  to  be  let ;  whilft  the  once  gay, 
Well-feated  Houftiold  Gods  would  be 
More  pleas'd  t'expire  in  Flames,  than  fee 
The  mean  Infcription  on  the  Door 
Smile  at  the  lofty  Ones  they  bore. 
The  building  Trade  is  quite  deftroy'd, 
Artificers  are  not  employ 'd ; 
(S.)  No  Limner  for  his  Art  is  fam'd, 
Stone-cutters,  Carvers  are  not  nam'd. 

t 

THosE,that  remaind,grown  temp'ratejftrive, 
Not  how  to  fpend,  but  how  to  live, 
And,  when  they  paid  their  Tavern  Score,  , 
Refolv'd  to  enter  it  no  more  : 
No  Vintner's  Jilt  in  all  the  Hive 
Could  wear  now  Cloth  of  Gold,  and  thrive  ; 
Nor  Torcol  fuch  vaft  Sums  advance, 
•  Vox  Burgundy  and  Or/ elans ; 

C  z  The 
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The  Courtier's  gone,  that  with  his  Mifs 
Supp'd  at  his  Houfe  on  Chrijimas  Peas ; 
Spending  as  much  in  two  Hours  flay, 
As  keeps  a  Troop  of  Horfe  a  Day. 

The  haughty  Chloe^  to  live  Great, 
Had  made  her  (T.)  Husband  rob  the  State  : 
But  now  fhe  fells  her  Furniture, 
Which  th'  Indies  had  been  ranfack'd  for ; 
Contracts  th'  expenfive  Bill  of  Fare, 
And  wears  her  flrong  Suit  a  whole  Year : 
The  flight  and  fickle  Age  is  part; 
And  Cloaths,  as  well  as  Fafhions,  laft. 
Weavers,  that  join'd  rich  Silk  with  Plate, 
And  all  the  Trades  fubordinate, 
Are  gone.   Still  Peace  and  Plenty  reign, 
And  every  Thing  is  cheap,   tho'  plain : 
Kind  Nature,  free  from  Gard'ners  Force, 
Allows  all  Fruits  in  her  own  Courfe ; 
But  Rarities  cannot  be  had, 
Where  Pains  to  get  'em  are  not  paid. 

As 

#  *•  •  •  • . 
•  r 
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A  s  Pride  and  Luxury  decreafe, 
So  by  degrees  they  leave  the  Seas. 
Not  Merchants  now,  but  Companies 


Remove  whole  Manufa&uries. 
All  Arts  and  Crafts  neglefted  lie ; 
(V.J  Content,  the  Bane  of  Induftry, 
Makes  'em  admire  their  homely  Store, 
And  neither  feek  nor  covet  more. 

S  o  few  in  the  vaft  Hive  remain, 
The  hundredth  Part  they  can't  maintain 
Againft  th'Infults  of  numerous  Foes ; 
Whom  yet  they  valiantly  oppofe : 
Till  fome  well-fenc'd  Retreat  is  found, 
And  here  they  die,  or  ftand  their  Ground. 
No  Hireling  in  their  Army's  known ; 
But  bravely  fighting  for  their  own, 
Their  Courage  and  Integrity 


At  laft  were  crown'd  with  Vi&ory. 
They  triumph'd  not  without  their  Coft : 

* 

For  many  Thoufand  Bees  were  loft. 


Hard'ned 
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Hardened  with  Toils  and  Exercife, 
They  counted  Eafe  it  felf  a  Vice ; 
Which  fo  impov'd  their  Temperance; 
That,  to  avoid  Extravagance, 
They  flew  into  a  hollow  Tree, 
Blefl  with  Content  and  Honefty . 
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HEN  leave  Complaints:  Fools  only Jirivt 


JL  To  make  a  Great  an  Honeji  Hive. 

(T.)  T  enjoy  the  World's  Conveniences 
Be  fam'd  in  War,  yet  live  in  Eafe 


Eutopia  feated  in  the  Bruin. 
Fraud,  Luxury  and  Tride  mufi  live, 
Whilft  we  the  Benefits  receive  : 
Hunger's  a  dreadful  Tlague,  no  doubt, 


*Do  we  not  owe  the  Growth  of  Wine 
To  the  dry  Jhabby  crooked  Vine  ? 
Which,  whilft  its  Shoots  negleEied  flood, 
Choak'd  other  "Plants,  and  ran  to  Wood ; 
But  bleji  us  with  its  noble  Fruit, 
As  foon  as  it  was  tyd  and  cut : 


Without  great  Vices,  is  a  vain 


Tet  who  digejls  or  thrives  without? 
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So  Vice  is  beneficial  founds 

When  it's  by  Jufiice  loft  and  bound; 

Nay,    where  the  Teofle  would  be  great, 

As  necefary  to  the  State, 

As  Hunger  is  to  make  "em  eat. 

Bare  Virtue  can't  make  Nations  live 

In  Splendor;    they,    that  would  revive 

A  Golden  Age,    muft  be  as  free, 

For  Acorns,  as  for  Honefiy. 

* 

* 

F  I  N  I  S. 


THE 

- 

* 

INTRODUCTION. 

N  E  of  the  greatefi  Reafom 
why  fo  few  People  underfland 
themfelves,  is,  that  moft  Wri- 
ters are  always  teaching  Men  what  they 
Jhould  be,  and  hardly  ever  trouble  their 
Heads  with  telling  them  what  they  real- 
ly are.  As  for  my  part,  without  any 
Compliment  to  the  Courteous  Reader,  or 
my  felf  I  believe  Man  (befides  Skin, 
Flefhy  Bones,  &c.  that  are  obvious  to 
the  Eye)  to  be  a  Compound  of  various 
Paffions,  that  all  of  them,  as  they  are 
provoked  and  come  uppermofl,  govern 
him  by  turns,  whether  he  will  or  no. 
To  fhew,  that  thefe  Qualifications,  which 
we  all  pretend  to  be  a/ham'd  of,  are 
the  great  Support  of  a  flourifhing  Society, 
has  been  the  Subjeci  of  the  foregoing 
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Poem.  But  there  being  fome  Poffages 
in  it  feemingly  Paradoxical,  I  have  in 
the  Preface  promifed  fome  explanatory 
Remarks  on  tt;  which  to  render  more 
ufeful,  I  have  thought  fit  to  enquire \ 
how  Man,  no  better  qualify' d,  might  yet 
by  his  own  Imperfecltons  be  taught 
to  diflinguifh  between  Virtue  and  Vice: 
And  here  I  mu(l  defire  the  Reader  once 
for  all  to  take  notice,  that  when  I  fay 
Men,  I  mean  neither  Jews  nor  Chrifti- 
ans;  but  meer  Man,  in  the  State  of 
Nature  and  Ignorance  of  the  true  Deity. 


•  *  •  ■ 


AN 


AN 

E  N  Q.  U  I  R  Y 

Into  the  ORIGIN  of 

* 

«  ■ 

MORAL  VIRTUE. 

f  _  • 

L  L  untaught  Animals  are  only  fol- 
licitous  of  pleafing  themfelves,  and 
naturally  follow  the  bent  of  their 
own  Inclinations,  without  confide- 
ring  the  good  or  harm  that  from  their  being 
pleafed  will  accrue  to  others.    This  is  the 
Reafon,  that  in  the  wild  State  of  Nature  thole 
Creatures  are  fitteit  to  live  peaceably  together 
in  great  Numbers,  that  difcover  the  leaft  of 
Underftanding,  and  have  the  feweft  Appetites 
to  gratify ;  and  consequently  no  Species  of  A- 
nimate  is,  without  the  Curb  of  Government, 
kfs  capable  of  agreeing  long  together  in  Mul- 
titudes 
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rant  of  tRis ;  but  being  unable  to  give  fo  ma- 
ny real  Rewards  as  would  fatisfy  all  Perfons 
for  every  individual  Aftion,  they  were  fore 'd 
to  contrive  an  imaginary  one,  that  as  a  gene- 
ral Equivalent  for  the  trouble  of  Self-denial 
fhould  ferve  on  all  occafions,  and  without 
coiling  any  thing  either  to  themfelves  or  o- 
thers,  be  yet  a  moil  acceptable  Recompence 
to  the  Receivers. 

They  thoroughly  examin'd  all  the  Strength 
and  Frailties  of  our  Nature,  and  obferving 
that  none  were  either  lo  favage  as  not  to  be 
charm'd  with  Praife,  or  fo  delpicable  as  pati- 
ently to  bear  Contempt,  jultly  concluded, 
that  Flattery  mull  be  the  moil  powerful  Ar- 
gument that  cou'd  be  ufed  to  Human  Crea- 
tures. Making  ufe  of  this  bewitching  En- 
gine, they  extoll'd  the  Excellency  of  our  Na- 
ture above  other  Animals,  and  letting  forth 
with  unbounded  Praifes  the  Wonders  of  our 
Sagacity  and  valtnefs  of  Underftanding,  be- 
ftow'd  a  thoufand  Encomiums  on  the  Rati- 
onality of  our  Souls,  by  the  help  of  which 
we  were  capable  of  performing  the  moll  no- 
ble Atchievements.  Having  by  this  artful 
way  of  Flattery  infinuated  themfelves  into 
the  Hearts  of  Men,  they  began  to  inllruft 
them  in  the  Notions  of  Honour  and  Shame  ; 
reprefentine;  the  one  as  the  worll  of  all  Evils, 
and  the  other  as  the  higheft  good  to  which 
Mortals  could  afpire:  Which  being  done, 
they  laid  before  them  how  unbecoming  it  was 
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the  Dignity  of  fuch  fublime  Creatures  to  be 
follicitous  about  gratifying  thofe  Appetites, 
which  they  had  in  common  with  Brutes,  and 
at  the  fame  time  unmindful  of  thofe  higher 
Qualities  that  gave  them  the  pre-eminence  o- 
ver  all  vifible  Beings.  They  indeed  confefs 'd, 
that  thofe  impulfes  of  Nature  were  very  pref- 
fing;  that  it  was  troublefome  to  refill,  and 
very  difficult  wholly  to  fubdue  them :  But 
this  they  only  ufed  as  an  Argument  to  de- 
monltrate,  how  glorious  the  Conqueft  of 
them  was  on  the  one  hand,  and  how  fcanda- 
lous  on  the  other  not  to  attempt  it. 

To  introduce  moreover  an  Emulation  a- 
mongft  Men,  they  divided  the  whole  Species 
•  in  two  Clafles,  vaftly  differing  from  one  ano- 
ther :  The  one  confuted  of  abjeft,  low-mind- 
ed People,  that  always  hunting  after  immedi- 
ate Enjoyment,  were  wholly  incapable  of 
Self-denial,  and  without  regard  to  the  good  of 
others,  had  no  higher  Aim  than  their  private 
Advantage ;  fuch  as  being  enllaved  by  Volup- 
tuoufnefs,  yielded  without  Refiftance  to  every 
grofs  defire,  and  made  no  ufe  of  their  Ratio- 
nal Faculties  but  to  heighten  their  Senfual  Plea- 
Aires.  Thefe  vile  grov'ling  Wretches,  theyfaid, 
were  the  Drofs  of  their  kind,  and  having  only 
the  Shape  of  Men,  differ'd  from  Brutes  in  no- 
thing but  their  outward  Figure.  But  the  other 
Clafs  was  made  up  of  lofty  highfpirited  Crea- 
tures, that  free  from  fordid  Selhlhnefs,  elteem'd 
the  Improvements  of  the  Miad  to  be  their  faireft 
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Pofleflions ;  andfetting  a  true  value  upon  them- 
felves,  took  no  delight  but  in  embellifliing 
that  Part  in  which  their  Excellency  confifted ; 
fuch  as  defpifing  whatever  they  had  in  conv- 
mon  with  irrational  Creatures,  oppofed  by 
the  help  of  Reafon  their  molt  violent  Incli- 
nations ;  and  making  a  continual  W  ar  with 
themfelves,  to  promote  the  Peace  of  others, 
aim'd  at  no  lefs  than  the  Publick  Welfare 
and  the  Conqueft  of  their  own  Paffions. 

■ 

Fort  lor  eft  qui  fe  quam  qui  fortijfima  Vine  it 
Moenia-  

Thefe  they  call'd  the  true  Reprefentatives  of 
their  fublime  Species,  exceeding  in  worth  the 
firft  Clafs  by  more  degrees,  than  that  it  felf 
was  fuperior  to  the  Beafts  of  the  Field.  ' 

As  in  all  Animals  that  are  not  too  imper- 
fect to  difcover  Pride,  we  find,  that  the  fineft 
and  fuch  as  are  the  moft  beautiful  and  valua- 
ble of  their  kind,  have  generally  the  greateft 
Share  of  it ;  fo  in  Man,  the  moft  perfed  of 
Animals,  it  is  fo  infeparable  from  his  very 
EfTence  (how  cunningly  foever  fome  may 
learn  to  hide  or  difguife  it)  that  without  it  the 
Compound  he  is  made  of  would  want  one  of 
the  chiefeft  Ingredients:  Which,  if  we  confi- 
der,  it  is  hardly  to  be  doubted  but  Leflbns 
and  Remonilrances,  fo  skillfully  adapted  to 
the  good  Opinion  Man  has  of  himfelf,  as  thofe 
I  have  mentioned,  muft,  if  fcatter'd  amongft 
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a  Multitude,  not  only  gain  the  aflent  of 
moft  of  them,  as  to  the  Speculative  part,  but 
likewife  induce  feveral,  efpecially  the  fierceft, 
moil  refolute,  and  belt  among  them,  to  en- 
dure a  thoufand  Inconveniences,  and  under- 
go as  many  Hardfliips,  that  they  may  have 
the  pleafure  of  counting  themfelves  Men  of 
the  fecond  Clafs,  and  confequently  appropri- 
ating to  themfelves  all  the  Excellencies  they 
have  heard  of  it. 

From  what  has  been  faid  we  ought  to  ex- 
peft  in  the  firft  place,  that  the  Heroes  who  took 
iuch  extraordinary  Pains  to  mailer  fome  of 
their  natural  Appetites,  and  prefer 'd  the  good 
of  others  to  any  vifible  Intereft  of  their  own, 
would  not  recede  an  Inch  from  the  fine  No- 
tions they  had  receiv'd  concerning  the  Dignity 
of  Rational  Creatures ;  and  having  ever  the 
Authority  of  the  Government  on  their  fide, 
with  all  imaginable  Vigour  alTert  the  Efteem 
that  was  due  to  thofe  of  the  fecond  Clafs,  as 
well,  as  their  Superiority  over  the  reft  of  their 
kind.  In  the  fecond,  that  thofe  who  wanted 
a  fufficient  Stock  of  either  Pride  or  Resolu- 
tion to  buoy  them  up  in  mortifying  of  what 
was  deareft  to  them,  follow'd  the  fenfual  dil- 
ates of  Nature,  would  yet  be  afham'd  of  con- 
felling  themfelves  to  be  thofe  defpicable 
Wretches  that  belong'd  to  the  inferior  Clafs, 
and  were  generally  reckon'd  to  be  fo  little 
removd  from  Brutes ;  and  that  therefore  in 
their  own  Defence  they  would  fay,  as  others 
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did,  and  hiding  their  own  Imperfe&ions  as  well 
as  they  could,  cry  up  Self-denial  and  Publicly 
fpiriteanefs  as  much  as  any :  For  it  is  highly  pro- 
bable,that  fome  of  them,  convinced  by  the  real 
Proofs  of  Fortitude  and  Self-Conqueft  they  had 
feen,  would  admire  in  others  what  they  found 
wanting  in  themfelves ;  others  be  afraid  of  the 
Resolution  and  Prowefs  of  thofe  of  the  fecond 
Clafs,  and  that  all  of  them  were  kept  in  awe  by 
the  Power  of  their  Rulers,  wherefore  it  is  rea- 
fonable  to  think,  that  none  of  them  (whatever 
they  thought  in  themfelves)  would  dare  open- 
ly contradift,  what  by  every  body  elfe  was 
thought  Criminal  to  doubt  of 
•  This  was  (or  at  leaft  might  have  been)  the 
manner  after  which  Savage  Man  was  broke* 
from  whence  it  is  evident,  that  the  firft  Ru- 
diments of  Morality,  broach'd  by  skilful  Poli- 
ticians, to  render  Men  ufeful  to  each  other  as 
well  as  traftable,  were  chiefly  contriv'd  that 
the  Ambitious  might  rqap  the  more  Benefit 
from,  and  govern  vaft  Numbers  of  them  with 
the  greater  fcLafe  and  Security.  This  Founda- 
tion of  Politicks  being  once  laid,  it  is  impoffi- 
ble  that  Man  ftiould  long  remain  unciviliz'd : 
For  even  thofe  who  only  ftrove  to  gratify  their 
Appetites,  being  continually  crofs'd  by  others 
or  the  fame  Stamp,  could  not  but  obferve, 
that  whenever  they  check'd  their  Inclinations 
or  but  follow'd  them  with  more  Circumfpe- 
dion,  they  avoided  a  world  of  Troubles, 
and  often  efcap'd  many  of  the  Calamities  that 
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generally  attended  the  too  eager  Purfuit  a£» 
ter  Pleaiure. 

Firit,  they  received,  as  well  as  others,  the 
benefit  of  thofe  A&ions  that  were  done  for 
the  good  of  the  whole  Society,  and  conse- 
quently could  not  forbear  wiftiing  well  to 
thofe  of  the  fuperior  Clafs  that  perform'd  them. 
Secondly,  the  more  intent  thev  were  in  feek- 
ing  their  own  Advantage,  without  Regard  to 
others,  the  more  they  were  hourly  convinced, 
that  none  flood  fo  much  in  their  way  as  thofe 
that  were  molt  like  themfelves. 

It  being  the  Intereft  then  of  the  very  worfl 
of  them,  more  than  any,  to  preach  up  Pub- 
lick-fpiritednefs,  that  they  might  reap  the 
Fruits  of  the  Labour  and  Self-denial  of  others, 
and  at  the  fame  time  indulge  their  own  Ap- 
petites with  lefs  difturbance,  they  agreed 
with  the  reft,  to  call  every  thing,  which, 
without  Regard  to  the  Publick,  Man  fhould 
commit  to  gratify  any  of  his  Appetites, 
VICE;  if  in  that  Aftion  there  cou'd  be  ob- 
ferv'd  the  leaft  profpeft,  that  it  might  either 
be  injurious  to  any  of  the  Society,  or  ever  ren- 
der himfelf  lefs  ferviceable  to  others:  And  to 
give  the  Name  of  VIRTUE  to  every  Per- 
formance, by  which  Man,  contrary  to  the  im- 
pulfc  of  Nature,  fliould  endeavour  the  Benefit 
of  others,  or  the  Conauefl  of  his  own  Paflions 
out  of  a  Rational  Ambition  of  being  good. 

It  fhall  be  objefted,  that  no  Society  was  e- 
ver  any  ways  civiliz'd  before  the  major  part 
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had  agreed  upon  fome  Worlhip  or  other  of 
an  over-ruling  Power,  and  confequently  that 
the  Notions  of  Good  and  Evil,  and  the  Di- 
ibndion  between  Virtue  and  Vice,  were  ne- 
ver tl^e  Contrivance  of  Politicians,  but  the 
pure  effeft  of  Religion.   Before  I  anfwer  this 
Objection,  I  muft  repeat  what  I  have  faid 
already,  that  in  this  Enquiry  into  the  Origin 
of  Moral  Virtue,  I  fpeak  neither  of  Jews  or 
Chriftians,  but  Man  in  his  State  of  Nature 
and  Ignorance  of  the  true  Deity;  and  then 
I  affirm,  that  the  Idolatrous  Superftitions  of 
all  other  Nations,  and  the  pitiful  Notions  they 
had  of  the  Supreme  Being  were  incapable  of 
exciting  Man  to  Virtue,  and  good  for  nothing 
but  to  awe  and  amufe  a  rude  and  unthinking 
Multitude.   It  is  evident  from  Hiftory,  that 
in  all  confiderable  Societies,  how  ftupid  or 
ridiculous  foever  People's  received  Notions 
have  been,  as  to  the  Deities  they  worihip'd, 
Human  Nature  has  ever  exerted  it  felf  in  all 
its  Branches,  and  that  there  is  no  earthly  Wif- 
dom  or  Moral  Virtue,but  at  one  time  or  other 
Men  have  excell'd  in  it  in  all  Monarchies  and 
Commonwealths,  that  for  Riches  and  Power 
have  been  any  ways  remarkable. 

The  /Egyptians,  not  fatisfy'd  with  having 
Deify'd  all  the  ugly  Monfters  they  could  think 
on,  were  fo  iilly  as  to  adore  the  Onions  of  their 
own  fowing;  yet  at  the  fame  time  their 
Country  was  the  moft  famous  Nurfery  of 
Arts  and  Sciences  in  the  World,  and  them- 
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{elves  more  eminently  skilled  in  the  deepeft 
Myfteries  of  Nature  than  any  Nation  has 
been  fince. 

No  States  or  Kingdoms  under  Heaven  have 
yielded  more  or  greater  Patterns  in  all  forts 
of  Moral  Virtues  than  the  Greek  and  Roman 
Empires,  more  efoecially  the  latter ;  and  yet 
how  loofe,  abfurdand  ridiculous  were  their 
Sentiments  as  to  Sacred  Matters:  For  with- 
out refle&ing  on  the  extravagant  Number  of 
their  Deities,  if  we  only  confider  the  infa- 
mous Stories  they  father'd  upon  them,  it  is 
not  to  be  denied  but  that  their  Religion,  far  1 
from  teaching  Men  the  Conqueft  of  their 
Paflions,  and  the  way  to  Virtue,  feem'd  ra- 
ther contriv'd  to  iultify  their  Appetites,  and 
encourage  their   Vices.   But  if  we  would 
know  what  made  'em  excell  in  Fortitude, 
Courage  and  Magnanimity,   we  mull  caft 
our  Eyes  on  the  Pomp  of  their  Triumphs, 
the  Magnificence  of  their  Monuments  and  j 
Arches ;  their  Trophies,  Statues,  and  Infcrip- 
tions ;  the  variety  of  their  Military  Crowns, 
their  Honours  decreed  to  the  Dead,  Publick 
Encomiums  on  the  Living,  and  other  ima- 
ginary Rewards  they  beftow'd  on  Men  of  Me- 
rit ;  and  we  lhall  find,  that  what  carried  fo 
many  of  them  to  the  utmoft  Pitch  of  Self- 
denial,  was  nothing  but  their  Policy  in  ma- 
king ufe  of  the  moll  effectual  Means  that  hu- 
man Pride  could  be  flatter'd  with. 

.  ■ 
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It  is  vifible  then  that  it  was  not  any  Hea- 
then Religion  or  other  Idolatrous  Superftiti- 
on,  that  firft  put  Man  upon  crofling  his  Ap- 
petites and  fubduing  his  dearest  Inclinations, 
put  the  skilful  Management  of  wary  Politic 
cians ;  and  the  nearer  we  fearch  into  human 
Nature,  the  more  we  ftall  be  convinc'd,  that 
the  Moral  Virtues  are  the  Political  Offspring 
which  Flattery  begot  upon  Pride. 

There  is  no  Man  of  what  Capacity  or  Pe- 
netration foever,  that  is  wholly  Proof  againft 
the  Witchcraft  of  Flattery,  if  artfully  per- 
form'd,  and  fuited  to  his  Abilities.  Children 
and  Fools  will  fwallow  Perfonal  Praife,  but 
thofe  that  are  more  cunning,  mult  be  manag'd- 
with  greater  Circumfpedion ;  and  the  more 
•  general  the  Flattery  is,  the  lefs  it  is  fufpeft- 
ed  by  thofe  it  is  levell'd  at.  What  you  lay 
in  Commendation  of  a  whole  Town  is  re- 
ceiv'd  with  Plcafure  by  all  the  Inhabitants: 
Speak  in  Commendation  .of  Letters  in  gene- 
ral, and  every  Man  of  Learning  will  think 
hjmfelf  in  particular  obliged  to  you.**  You 
may  fafely  praife  the  Employment  a  Man  is 
of,  or  the  Country  he  was  born  in;  becaufe  you 
give  him  an  Opportunity  of  fcreening  the 
Joy  he  feels  upon  his  own  account,  under 
the  Efteem  which  he  pretends  to  have  for 
others. 

It  is  common  among  cunning  Men,  that 
underftand  the  Power  which  Flattery  has 
upon  Pride,  when  they  are  afraid  they  ft  all 
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be  imposed  upon,  to  enlarge,  tho'  much  , 
;ainft  their  Confcience,  upon  the  Honour, 
fair  Dealing  and  Integrity  of  the  Family, 
Country,  or  fometimes  the  Profeffion  of  him 
they  fuipeft ;  becaufe  they  know  that  Men 
often  will  change  their  Refolution,  and  ad  a-, 
gainft  their  Inclination,  that  they  may  have 
the  Plcafure  of  continuing  to  appear  in  the 
Opinion  of  fome,  what  they  are  confcious 
not  to  be  in  reality.  Thus  Sagacious  Mora- 
lifts  draw  Men  like  Angels,  in  hopes  that  the 
Pride  at  leaft  of  fome  will  put  'em  upon  co- 
pying after  the  beautiful  Originals  which  they 
are  reprefented  to  be. 

When  the  Incomparable  Sir  Richard  Steele, 
in  the  ufual  Elegance  of  his  eafy  Style, 
dwells  on  the  Praifes  of  his  fublime  Species, 
and  with  all  the  Embellifliments  of  Rhetoric 
fets  forth  the  Excellency  of  Human  Nature, 
it  is  impolfible  not  to  be  charm'd  with  his 
happy  Turns  of  Thought,  and  the  Polite- 
nefs  of  his  Expreftions.  But  tho'  I  have  been 
often  moved  oy  the  Force  of  his  Eloquence, 
and  ready  to  fwallow  the  ingenious  Sophiftry 
with  Pleafure,  yet  I  could  never  be  fo  feri- 
otis  but  reflefting  on  his  artful  Encomiums, 
I  thought  on  the  Tricks  made  ufe  of  by  the 
W  omen  that  would  teach  Children  to  be  man- 
nerly. When  an  auk  ward  Girl,  before  fhe 
can  either  Speak  or  Go,  begins  after  many 
entreaties  to  make  the  firft  rude  Eftays  of 
Curt'fying,  the  Nurfe  falls  in  an  ecftafy  of 
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Praife ;   There  s  a  delicate  Curfjy  !  O  fine 
Mifs!  There's  a  pretty  Lady!  Mama!  Mifs 
can  make  a  better  Qurtfjy  than  her  Sifter 
Molly!   The  fame  is  eccho'd  over  by  the 
Maids,  whilft  Mama  almoft  hugs  the  Child  to 
pieces;    only  Mifs  Molly  y  who  being  four 
Years  older  knows  how  to  make  a  very  hand- 
fome  CurtTy,  wonders  at  the  Perverfenefs  of 
their  Judgment,  and  fwelling  with  Indignation, 
is  ready  to  cry  at  the  Injuftice  that  is  done 
her,  till,  being  whifper'd  in  the  Ear  that  it  is 
only  to  pleafe  the  Baby,  and  that  llie  is  a  Wo- 
man, flie  grows  Proud  at  being  let  into  the 
Secret,  and  rejoycing  at  the  Superiority  of 
her  Understanding  repeats  what  has  been  faid 
with  large  Additions,  and  infults  over  the 
weaknefs  of  her  Siller,  whom  all  this  while 
Hie  fancies  to  be  the  only  Bubble  among 
them.    Thefe  extravagant  Praifes  would  by 
any  one,   above  the  Capacity  of  an  Infant, 
be  call'd  fulfome  Flatteries,  and,  if  you  will, 
abominable  Lies ;  yet  Experience  teaches  us, 
that  by  the  help  of  fuch  grofs  Encomiums, 
young  Mifles  will  be  brought  to  make  pretty 
Curt'fies,  and  behave  themfelves  womanly 
much  fooner,  and  with  lefs  trouble,  than  they 
would  without  them.   Tis  the  -  fame  with 
Boys,  whom  they'll  ftrive  to  perfuade,  that 
all  fine  Gentlemen  do  as  they  are  bid,  and 
th  at  none  but  Beggar.  Boys  are  rude,  or  du> 
ty  their  Cloaths ;  nay,  as  foon  as  the  wild  Brat 
with  his  untaught  Hit  begins  to  fumble  for 
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his  Hat,  the  Mother,  to  make  him  pull  it 
off,  tells  him  before  he  is  two  Years  old, 
that  he  is  a  Man ;  and  if  he  f  epeats  that  A- 
ftion  when  ihe  defires  him,  he's  prefently  a 
Captain,  a  Lord  Mayor,  a  King,  or  fome- 
thing  higher  if  fhe  can  think  of  it,  till  egg'd 
on  by  the  force  of  Praife,  the  little  Urchin 
endeavours  to  imitate  Man  as  well  as  he  can, 
and  itraifis  all  his  Faculties  to  appear  what  his 
Shallow  Noddle  imagines  he  is  believd  to  be. 

The  meaneft  Wretch  puts  an  ineftimable 
value  upon  himfelf,  and  the  higheft  wifli  of 
the  Ambitious  Man  is  to  have  all  the  World, 
as  to  that  particular,  of  his  Opinion :  So  that 
the  moft  infatiable  Thirft  after  Fame  that 
ever  Heroe  was  infpir'd  with,  was  never 
more  than  an  ungovernable  Greedinefs  to 
engrofs  the  Efteem  and  Admiration  of  o- 
thers  in  future  Ages  as  well  as  his  own; 
and  (what  Mortification  foever  this  Truth 
might  be  to  the  fecond  Thoughts  of  an  A- 
lexander  or  a  Cafar)  the  great  Recompence 
in  view,  for  which  the  moll  exalted  Minds 
have  with  fo  much  Alacrity  facrifie'd  their 
Quiet,  Health,  fenfual  Pleafures,  and  every 
inch  of  themfelves,  has  never  been  any  thing 
elfe  but  the  Breath  of  Man,  the  Aerial  Coin 
of  Praife.  Who  can  forbear  Laughing  when 
he  thinks  on  all  the  Great  Men  that  have 
been  fo  ferious  on  the  Subjeft  of  that  Mace- 
donian  Madman,  his  Capacious  Soul,  that 
mighty  Heart,  in  one  Corner  of  which,  ac- 
cording 
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cording  to  Lorenzo  Gracian,  the  World 
was  fo  commodioufly  Lodged,  that  in  the 
whole  there  was  room  for  Six  more?  Who 
can  forbear  Laughing,  I  fay,  when  he  com- 
pares the  fine  things  that  have  been  faid  of 
Alexander^  with  the  End  he  propofed  to 
himfelf  from  his  vail  Exploits,  to  be  pro- 
ved from  his  own  Mouth ;  when  the  vaft 
Pains  he  took  to  pafs  the  Hydaffes  forc'd 
him  to  cry  out  ?  Oh  ye  Athenians,  could  you 
believe  what  "Dangers  I  exfofe  my  felf  toy 
to  be  fratfed  by  you !   To  define  then  the 
Reward  of  Glory  in  the  amplelt  manner, 
the  mofl  that  can  be  faid  of  it,  is,  that  it 
confifts  in   a  fuperlative  Felicity  which  a 
Man,  who  is  confcious  of  having  perform'd 
a  noble  A&ion,  enjoys  in  Self-love,  whillt 
he  is  thinking  on  the  Applaufe  he  expeds 
of  others. 

But  here  I  fliall  be  told,  that  befides  the 
noify  Toils  of  War  and  publick  Bultle  of 
the  Ambitious, ,  there  are  noble  and  generous 
Aftions  that  are  perform 'd  in  Silence;  that 
Virtue  being  its  own  Reward,  thofe  who 
-are  really  Good  have  a  Satisfaftion  in  their 
Confcioufnefs  of  being  fo,  which  is  all  the 
Recompence  they  expeft  from  the  moil 
worthy  Performances ;  that  among  the  Hea-» 
thens  there  have  been  Men,  who,  when  they 
did  good  to  others,  were  fo  far  from  cove- 
ting Thanks  and  Applaufe,  that  they  took 
all  imaginable  Care  to  be  for  ever  conceal'd 
from  thofe  on  whom  they  beftow'd  their 
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Benefits,  and  confequently  that  Pride  has  no 
hand  in  fpurring  Man  on  to  the  higheft  pitch 
of  Self-denial. 

In  Anfwer  to  this  I  fay,  that  it  is  impofUble 
to  judge  of  a  Man's  Performance,  unlels  we 
are  thoroughly  acquainted  with  the  Principle 
?md  Motive  from  which  he  afts.   Pity,  tho* 
it  is  the  mod  gentle  and  the  leaft  mifchievous 
of  all  our  Pauions,  is  yet  as  much  a  Frailty 
of  our  Nature,  as  Anger,  Pride,  or  Fear. 
The  weakelt  Minds  have  generally  the  great- 
eft  Share  of  it,  for  which  Reafon  none  are 
more  Companionate  thanWomen  and  Children. 
It  mull  be  own'd,thatof  all  our  Weaknefles  it 
is  the  mod  amiable,  and  bears  the  greatelt 
Refemblance  to  Virtue ;  nay,  without  a  con- 
fiderable  mixture  of  it  tne  Society  could 
hardly  fubfilt:  But  as  it  is  an  Impulfe  of  Na- 
ture, that  confults  neither  the  publick  Intereft 
nor  our  own  Reafon,  it  may  produce  Evil 
as  well  as  Good.   It  has  help'd  to  deltroy  the 
Honour  of  Virgins,  and  corrupted  the  inte- 
grity of  Judges;  and  whoever  afts  from  it  as 
a  Principle,  what  good  foever  he  may  bring 
to  the  Society,  has  nothing  to  boaft  of  but 
that  he  has  indulged  a  Palhon  that  has  hap- 
pened to  be  beneficial  to  the  Publick.  There 
is  no  Merit  in  faving  an  Innocent  Babe  ready 
to  drop  into  the  Fire :   The  Aftion  is  nei- 
ther good  nor  bad,  and  what  Benefit  foever 
the  Infant  received,  we  only  obliged  our 
felves;  for  to  have  feen  it  fall,  and  not 
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flrove  to  hinder  it,  would  have  caufed  a 
Pain,  which  Self-prefervation  compell'd  us 
to  prevent :  Nor  has  a  rich  Prodigal,  that  hap^ 
pens  to  be  of  a  commiferadng  Temper,  and 
loves  to  gratify  his  Paffions,  greater  Virtue  tp 
boaft  of  when  he  relieves  an  Objeft  of 
Compaffion  with  what  to  Ijinjfelf  is  a  trifle. 
,  But  fuch  Men  as  without  complying  with 
any  weaknefs  of  their  own,  can  part  from 
what  they  value  themfelves,  and,  from  no 
other  Motive  but  their  Love  to  Goodnefs, 
perform  a  worthy  Aftion  in  Silence;  Such 
Men,  I  confefs,  nave  acquir'd  more  refin'd 
Notions  of  Virtue  than  thofe  I  have  hitherto 
fpoke  of ;  yet  even  in  thefe  (with  which  the 
World  has  yet  never  fwarm'd)  we  may  dis- 
cover no  fmall  Symptoms  of  Pride,  and  the 
humbled  Man  alive  muft  confefs,  that  the 
Reward  of  a  Virtuous  A&ion,  which  is  the 
Sati  faftion  that  enfues  upon  it,  confifts  in  a 
certain  Pleafure  he  procures  to  himfelf  by 
Contemplating  on  his  own  Worth:  Which 
Pleafure,  together  with  the  Occafion  of  it, 
are  as  certain  Signs  of  Pride,  as  looking  Pale 
and  Trembling  at  any  imminent  Danger,  are 
the  Symptoms  of  Fear. 

If  the  too  fcrupulous  Reader  fhould  at 
firft  View  condemn  thefe  Notions  concerning 
the  Origin  of  Moral  Virtue,  and  think  them 
.  perhaps  offenfive  to  Chriftianity,  I  hope  he'll 
forbear  his  Cenfures,  when  he  ftiall  confider, 
that  nothing  can  render  the  unfearchable 
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depth  of  the  Divine  Wifdom  more  confpicu- 
ous,  than  that  Man,  whom  Providence  had 
defigned  for  Society,  ihould  not  only  by  his 
own  Frailties  and  Imperfe&ions  be  led  into 
the  Road  to  Temporal  Happinefs,  but  like- 
wife  receive,  from  a  feeming  NecefTity  of 
Natural  Caufes,  a  Tinfture  of  that  Know- 
ledge, in  whith/'he  was  afterwards  to  be  made 
perfed  by  the  True  Religion,  to  his  Eternal 
Welfare. 


•  * 
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(A.)  Wttlft  others  fallow'd  Myjteries, 

To  which  few  Folks  bind  'Trent ices: 
Page  3.  Line  15-. 

N  the  Education  of  Touth,  in  order 
to  their  getting  of  a  Livelihood 
when  they  fhall  be  arrived  at  Ma- 
turity, moft  People  look  out  for 
fome  warrantable  Employment  or  other,  of 
which  there  are  whole  Bodies  or  Companies, 
in  every  large  Society  of  Men.  By  this  means 
all  Arts  and  Sciences,  as  well  as  Trades  and 
Handicrafts,  are  perpetuated  in  the  Common- 
wealth, as  long  as  they  are  found  ufeful ;  the 
Young  ones  that  are  daily  brought  up  to  'em, 
continually  fupplying  the  lofs  of  the  Old  Ones 
that  die.  But  fome  of  thefe  Employments  being 
vallly  more  Creditable  than  others,  according 
to  the  great  difference  of  the  Charges  requi- 
red to  fet  up  in  each  of  them,  aU  prudent 
'Parents  in  the  choice  of  them  chiefly  confult 
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their  own  Abilities  and  the  CircumflanceJr 
they  are  in.  A  Man  that  gives  Three  or 
Four  Hundred  Pounds  with  his  Son  to  a 
great  Merchant,  and  has  not  Two  or  Three 
Thoufand  Pounds  to  lpare  againlt  he  is 
out  of  his  Time  to  begin  the  World  with, 
is  much  to  blame  not  to  have  brought  his 
Child  up  to  fomething  that  might  be  fol- 
lowed with  lefc  Money. 

There  are  abundance  of  Men  of  a  Genteel 
Education,  that  have  but  very  fmall  Reve* 
nues,  and  yet  are  forc'd,  by  their  Reputable 
Callings,  to  make  a  greater  Figure  than  or- 
dinary People  of  twice  their  Income.  If  thefe 
have  any  Children,  it  often  happens,  that  as 
their  Indigence  renders  them  incapable  of 
bringing  them  up  to  Creditable  Occupations, 
fo  their  Pride  makes  'em  unwilling  to  put 
them  out  to  any  of  the  mean  laborious 
Trades,  and  then,  in  hopes  either  of  an  Al- 
teration in  their  Fortune,  or  that  fome 
Friends,  or  favourable  Opportunity  fliall  offer, 
they  fron}  time  to  time  put  off  the  difpofing 
of  them,  till  infenfibly  they  come  to  be  of 
Ave,  and  are  at  laft  brought  up  to  nothing. 
Whether  this  Negleft  be  more  barbarous  to 
the  Children,  or  prejudicial  to  the  Society,  I 
lhall  not  determine.  At  Athens  all  Children 
were  forc'd  to  aiM  their  Tarentsy  if  they 
came  to  Want:  But  Solon  made  a  Law,  that 
no  Son  fliouldlDe  oblig'd  to  relieve  his  Father, 
who  had  not  bred  him  up  to  any  Calling. 

Some 


Digitized  by  Google 


Remark  (A.)  47 

Some  "Parents  put  out  their  Sons  to  good 
Trades  very  fuitable  to  their  then  prefent  A- 
bilities,   but  happen  to  dye,  or  fail  in  the 
World,  before  the  Children  have  finifli'd 
their  Apprenticejbips^  or  are  made  fit  for  the 
Bufinefs  they  are  to  follow :  A  great  many 
Young  Men  again  on  the  other  hand  are 
handfomdy    provided  for  and  fet  up  for 
themfelves,  that  yet  (fome  for  want  of  Indu^ 
Jiry  or  elfe  a  futficient  Knowledge  in  their 
Callings,  others  by  indulging  their  Tleafuresy 
and  fome  few  by  Misfortunes)  are  reduced 
to  Poverty,  and  altogether  unable  to  main- 
tain themfelves  by  the  Bufinefs  they  were 
brought  up  to.   It  is  impoflible  but  that  the 
Negle&s,  Mifmanagements  and  Misfortunes  I 
pamed,  mult  very  frequently  happen  in  Po- 
pulous Places,  and  conlequently  great  Num- 
pers  of  People  be  daily  flung  unprovided  for 
into  the  Wide  World,  how  Rich  and  Po- 
tent a  Commonwealth  may  be,  or  what  Care 
foever  a  Government  may  take  to  hinder  it. 
How  muft  thefe  Poeple  be  difpofs'd  of? 
The  Sea,  I  know,  and  Armies,  which  the 
World  is  feldom  without,  will  take  off  fome. 
Thofe  that  are  honell  Drudges,  and  of  a  la- 
borious Temper,  will  become  Journey-men 
to  the  Trades  they  are  of,  or  enter  into  fome 
other  Service :  Such  of  them  as  ftudy'd  and 
were  fent  to  the  Univerfity,  may  become 
Schoolmafters,  Tutors,    and  fome  few  of 
them  get  into  fome  Office  or  other  :  But 
. .  what 
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what  muft  become  of  the  Lazy  that  care  for 
no  manner  of  working,  and  the  Fickle  that 
hate  to  be  confin'd  to  any  Thing  ? 

Thofe  that  ever  took  Delight  in  Plays  and 
Romances,  and  have  a  fpice  of  Gentility- 
will,  in  all  probability,  throw  their  Eyes  up- 
on the  Stage,  and  if  they  have  a  good  felocu- 
tion  with  tollerable  Mein,  turn  Jittors. 
Some  that  love  their  Bellies  above  any  thing 
elfe;  if  they  have  a  good  Palate,  and  a  little 
Knack  at  Cookery,  will  ftrive  to  get  in  with 
Gluttons  and  Epicures,  learn  to  cringe  and 
bear  all  manner  of  Ufage,  and  fo  turn  Tara- 
Jites,  ever  flattering  the  Mailer,  and  making 
Mifchief  among  the  reft  of  the  Family. 
Others,  who  by  their  own  and  Companion's 
Lewdnefs  judge  of  People's  Incontinence, 
will  naturally  fall  to  Intriguing,  and  endeavour 
to  live  by  Pimping  for  fuch  as  either  want 
Leifure  or  Addrels  to  fpeak  for  themfelves. 
Thofe  of  the  moll  abandon'd  Principles  of 
all,  if  they  are  fly  and  dextrous,  turn  Shar- 
pers, Pick-pockets,  or  Coiners,  if  their  Skill 
and  Ingenuity  give  them  leave.  Others  again, 
that  have  oofervd  the  Credulity  of  fimple 
Women,  and  other  foolilh  People,  if  they  have 
Impudence  and  a  little  Cunning,  either  fet  up 
for  Doftors,  or  elfe  pretend  to  tell  Fortunes ; 
and  every  one  turning  the  Vices  and  Frailties 
of  others  to  his  own  Advantage,  endeavours 
to  pick  up  a  Living  the  eafieft  and  fhorteft 
way  his  Talent  and  Abilities  will  let  him. 

Thefe 
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Thefe  are  certainly  the  Bane  of  Civil  So- 
ciety ;  but  they  are  Fools,  who  not  confir 
dering  what  has  been  faid,  ftorm  at  the  Re- 
mifnefs  of  the  Laws  that  fuffer  them  to 
live,  whilft  wife  Men  content  themfelves 
with  taking  all  imaginable  Care  not  to  be 
circumvented  by  them ;  without  quarrelling, 
at  what  no  human  Prudence  can  prevent. 

(B)  Thefe  were  caird¥*xmz%But  bar  theName, 
The  grave  Indujirious  were  the  fame. 
Tage  4.    Line  5. 

THIS  I  confefs  is  but  a  very  indifferent 
Compliment  to  all  the  Trading  Part  of 
the  People.  But  if  the  Word  Knave  may, 
be  underflood  in  its  full  Latitude,  and  com- 
prehend every  Body  that  is  not  fmcerely 
honelt,  and  d.oes  to  others  what  he  would 
diflike  to  have  done  to  himfelf,  I  don't 
queftion  but  I  fliall  make  good  the  Charge. 
To  pafs  by  the  innumerable  Artifices,  Dy 
which  Buyers  and  Sellers  out-wit  one  ano- 
ther, that  are  daily  allowed  of  and  praftifed 
among  the  faireft  of  Dealers ;  fhew  me  the 
Trade/man  that  has  always  difcover'd  the 
Defeds  of  his  Goods  to  thofe  that  cheap- 
en'd  them  ;  nay,  where  will  you  find  one 
that  has  not  at  one  time  or  other  induflri- 
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rioufly  conceal'd  them,  to  the  detriment  of 
the  Buyer?  Where  is  the  Merchant  that  has 
never  againft  his  Confcience  extoll'd  his 
Wares  beyond  their  Worth,  to  make  them 
go  off  the  better  ? 

Decio*  a  Man  of  great  Figure,  that  ,  had 
large  Commiflions  for  Sugar  from  feveral 


 1 
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an  Eminent  Weft  India  Merchant ;  both  un- 
derftood  the  Market  very  well,  but  could 
not  agree :  Decio  was  a  Man  of  Subitancej 
and  thought  no  Body  ought  to  buy  cheaper 
than  himl'elf ;  Akander  was  the  fame,  and 
not  wanting  Money,  flood  for  his  Price. 
Whilft  they  were  driving  their  Bargain  at  a 
Tavern  near  the  Exchange*  Meanders  Mari 
brought  his  Mafter  a  Letter  from  the  Weft 
Indies*  that  inform'd  him  of  a  much  greater 
quantity  of  Sugars  coming  for  England  than 
was  expe&ed.  Akander  now  wifn 'd  far  no* 
thing  more  than  to  fell  at  'Decio's  Price,  be- 
fore the  News  was  publick ;  but  being  a  cun- 
ning Fox,  that  he  might  not  feem  too  pre- 
tipitant,  nor  yet  lofe  his  Cuftomer,  he  drops 
the  Difcourfe  they  were  upon,  and  putting 
on  a  Jovial  Humour,  commends  the  Agree- 
ablenefs  of  the  Weather,  from  whence  fall- 
ing upon  the  Delight  he  took  in  his  Gardens, 
invites  Decio  to  go  along  with  him  to  his 
Country  Houfe,  that  was  not  above  Twelve 
Miles  from  London,   it  was  in  the  Month  of 
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May,  and  as  it  happen'd  upon  a  Saturday  in 
the  Afternoon :  Decio,  who  was  a  fmgle  Man, 
and  would  have  no  Bufinefs  in  Town  before 
Tuefday,  accepts  of  the  other's  Civility,  and 
away  they  go  in  Alcander\  Coach.  *Decio 
was  fplendidly  entertain'd  that  Night  and 
the  Day  following ;  the  Monday  Morning, 
to  get  himfelf  an  Appetite,  he  goes  to  take 
the  Air  upon  a  Pad  of  Alcandery%  and  com- 
ing back  meets  with  a  Gentleman  of  his 
Acquaintance,  who  tells  him  News  was 
come  the  Night  before  that  the  Barbadoes 
Fleet  was  deltroy'd  by  a  Storm,  and  adds, 
that  before  he  came  out  it  had  befen  confirm'd 
at  Lloyd's  Coffee  Houfe,  where  it  was 
thought  Sugars  would  rife  25  fer  Cent,  by 
Change  time.  *Decio  returns  to  his  Friend, 
and  immediately  refumes  the  Difcourfe  they 
had  broke  off  at  the  Tavern  :  Alcander^ 
who  thinking  himfelf  fure  of  his  Chap,  did 
not  defign  to  have  moved  it  till  after  Din- 
ner, was  very  glad  to  fee  himfelf  fo  happi^ 
ly  prevented  ;  but  how  defirous  foever  he 
was  to  fell,  the  other  was  yet  more  eager 
to  buy ;  yet  both  of  them  afraid  of  one  a- 
nother,  for  a  confiderable  time  counterfeit- 
ed all  the  Indifference  imaginable ;  till  at 
laft  Decto  fired  with  what  he  had  heard, 
thought  Delays  might  prove  dangerous,  and 
throwing  a  Guinea  upon  the  Table,  ftruck 
the  Bargain  at  A  bander's  Price.  The  next 
Day  they  went  to  London ;  the  News  prov'd 
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true,  and  Deczo  got  Five  Hundred  Pounds 
by  his  Sugars.  Alcander^  whilit  he  had 
ltrove  to  over-reach  the  other,  was  paid  in 
his  own  Coin :  yet  all  this  is  called  fair  dea- 
ling; but  I  am  lure  neither  of  them  would 
have  defired  to  be  done  by,  as  they  did  to 
each  other. 

(C.)  The  Soldiers  that  were  forced  to  fight. 
If  they  furvivd,  got  Honour  byt. 
Tage  6.    Line  n. 

SO  unaccountable  is  the  Delire  to  be 
thought  well  of  in  Men,  that  tho'  they 
are  dragg'd  into  the  War  againll  their  Will* 
and  fome  of  them  for  their  Crimes,  and  are 
compell'd  to  fight  with  Threats,  and  often 
Blows,  yet  they  would  be  eltcem'd  for  what 
they  would  have  avoided,  if  it  had  been 
in  their  Power:  Whereas  if  Reafon  in  Man 
was  of  equal  weight  with  his  Pride,  he  could 
never  be  pleas'd  with  Praifes,  which  he  is 
confcious  he  don't  deferve. 

By  Honour,  in  its  proper  and  genuine 
Signification,  we  mean  nothing  elfe  but  the 
good  Opinion  of  others,  which  is  counted 
more  or  lefs  Subftantial,  the  more  or  lefs 
Noife  or  Buftle  there  is  made  about  the  de- 
monftration  of  it $  and  when  we  fay  the  So- 
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vereign  is  the  Fountain  of  Honour,  it  fignifies 
that  he  has  the  Power,  by  Titles  or  Ceremonies, 
or  both  together,  to  Itamp  a  Mark  upon  whom 
he  pleafes,  that  (hall  be  as  current  as  his  Coin,  and 
procure  the  Owner  the  good  Opinion  of  every 
Body,  whether  he  deferves  it  or  not. 

The  Reverfe  of  Honour  is  Diflionour, 
or  Ignominy,  which  confifts  in  the  bad  O- 
pinion  and  Contempt  of  others ;  and  as  the 
firft  is  counted  a  Reward  for  good  A&ions, 
fo  this  is  elteem'd  a  Punilhment  for  bad 
ones ;  and  the  more  or  lefs  publick  or  heinous 
the  manner  is  in  which  this  Contempt  of  o- 
thers  is  fliewn,  the  more  or  lefs  the  Perfon  fo 
fuffering  is  degraded  by  it.  This  Ignominy 
is  likewife  called  Shame,  from  the  effeft  it 

froduces;  for  tho'  the  Good  and  Evil  of 
lonour  and  Diflionour  are  imaginary,  yet 
there  is  a  Reality  in  Shame,  as  it  fignities  a 
Paffion  that  has  its  proper  Symptoms,  over- 
rules our  Reafon,  and  requires  as  much  La- 
bour and  Self-denial  to  oe  fubdued,  as  any 
of  the  reft;  and  iince  the  mod  important 
Anions  of  Life  often  are  regulated  according 
to  the  Influence  this  Paffion  has  upon  us,  a  tho- 
rough Underftanding  of  it  muft  help  to  illultrate 
the  Notions  the  World  has  of  Honour  and  Ig- 
nominy. I  fliall  therefore  defcribe  it  at  large. 

Firu  to  define  the  Paffion  of  Shame,  I 
think  it  may  be  call'd  a  forrowful  RefleEtion 
on  our  own  Vnworthinejs,  proceeding  from 
an  Afprehenfion  that  others  either  do,  or 
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might,  or  if  they  knew  all,  defervedly  de- 
ffife  us.  The  only  Obje&ion  of  weight  that 
can  be  rais'd  againft  this  Definition  is,  thst 
innocent  Virgins  are  often  afliam'd,  and  blulh 
when  they  are  guilty  of  no  Crime,  and  can 
give  no  manner  of  Reafon  for  this  Frailty : 
And  that  Men  are  often  afliam'd  for  others, 
for,  or  with  whom,  they  have  neither  Friend- 
fhip  or  Affinity,  and  confequently  that  there 
may  be  a  Thorifand  Initances  01  Shame  gi- 
ven, to  which  the  Words  of  the  Definition 
are  not  applicable.  To  anfwer  this,  I  would 
have  it  firlt  confider'd,  that  the  Modefty  of 
Women  is  the  Refult  of  Cultom  and  Edu- 
cation, by  which  all  unfalhionable  Denudati- 
ons and  filthy  Expreflions  are  render 'd  fright- 
ful and  abominaole  to  them,  and  that  not- 
withftanding  this,  the  moft  Virtuous  Young 
Woman  alive  will  often,  in  ljpite  of  her 
Teeth,  have  Thoughts  and  confus'd  Ideas  of 
Things  arife  in  her  Imagination,  which  lhe 
would  not  reveal  to  fome  People  for  a 
Thoufand  Worlds.  Then,  I  fay,  that  when 
obfcene  Words  are  fpoken  in  the  prefence 
of  an  unexperienc'd  Virgin,  flie  is  afraid  that 
fome  Body  will  reckon  her  to  underftand 
-what  they  mean,  and  confequently  that  flie 
underftands  this,  and  that,  and  feveral  things 
which  fhe  defires  to  be  thought  ignorant  of. 
The  refle&ing  on  this,  and  that  Thoughts  are 
forming  to  her  Difadvantage,  brings  upon  her 
that  Paflion  which  we  call  Shame ;  and  what- 
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ever  can  fling  her,  tho'  never  fo  remote 
from  Lewdnefs,  upon  that  Set  of  Thoughts 
I  hinted,  and  which  Ihe  thinks  Criminal,  will 
have  the  fame  EfteCt,  efpecially  before  Men, 
as  long  as  her  Modefty  lails. 

To  try  the  Truth  of  this,  let  them  talk  as 
much  Bawdy  as  they  pleafe  in  the  Room  next 
to  the  fame  Virtuous  Young  Woman,  where 
lhe  is  fure  that  fhe  is  undifcover'd,  and  fli£ 
will  hear,  if  not  hearken  to  it  without  blulhing 
at  all,  becaufe  then  lhe  looks  upon  her  felf  as 
no  Party  concern'd;  and  if  the  Difcourfe 
fliould  itain  her  Cheeks  with  red,  whatever 
her  Innocence  may  imagin,  it  is  certain  that 
what  occafions  her  Colour  is  a  Paflion  not 
half  fo  mortifying  as  that  of  Shame  5  but  if  in 
the  fame  Place  flie  hears  fomething  faid  of  her 
felf  that  mull  tend  to  her  Difgrace,  or  any 
thing  is  named,  of  which  lhe  is  fecretly  Guilty, 
then  'tis  Ten  to  One  but  flie'U  be  alhamed  and 
biulh,  tho'  no  Body  fees  her ;  becaufe  fhe  has 
room  to  fear,  that  lhe  is,  or,  if  all  was  known, 
Ihould  be  thought  of  Contemptibly. 

That  we  are  often  alham'd,  and  blulh  for 
others,  which  was  the  fecond  part  of  the  Ob- 
jection, is  nothing  elfe,  but  that  fometimes  we 
make  the  Cafe  of  others  too  nearly  our  own ; 
fo  People  Ihriek  out  when  they  fee  others  in 
danger :  Whilft  we  are  reflecting  with  too 
much  earned  on  the  effect  which  fuch  a  blame- 
able  ACtion,  if  it  was  ours,  would  produce  in 
us,  the  Spirits,  and  consequently  the  Blood,  are 
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infenfibly  moved  after  the  fame  manner,  as 
if  the  Aftion  was  our  own,  and  fo  the  fame 
Symptoms  mull  appear. 

The  Shame  that  raw,  ignorant  and  ill  bred 
People,  tho'  feemingly  without  a  Caufe,  difco- 
ver  before  their  Betters,  is  always  accompani- 
ed with,  and  proceeds  from  a  Conlcioufnefs 
of  their  Weaknefsand  Inabilities ;  and  the  mofl 
modelt  Man,  how  Virtuous,  Knowing  and 
Accomplifli'd  foever  he  might  be,  was  never 
yetafliam'd  without  fome  Guilt  or  Diffidence. 
Such  as  out  of  Ruiticity,  and  want  of  Edu- 
cation are  unreasonably  fubjeft  to,  and  at  e- 
very  turn  overcome  by  this  Palfion,  we  call 
bafliful ;  and  thofe  who  out  of  difrefpeft  to 
others,  and  a  falfe  Opinion  of  their  own  Suf- 
ficiency, have  learn'd  not  to  be  affefted  with 
it,  when  they  fliould  be,  are  call'd  Impudent 
or  Shamclefs.  What  ftrange  Contradictions 
Man  is  made  of!  The  Reverfe  of  Shame  is 
Pride,  {fee  Remark  M.)  yet  no  Body  can  be 
touch'd  with  the  firft,  that  never  felt  any 
thing  of  the  latter ;  for  that  we  have  fuch  an 
extraordinary  Concern  in  what  others  think 
of  us,  can  proceed  from  nothing  but  the  vaft 
Efteem  we  have  for  our  felves. 
.  That  thefe  two  Paflions,  in  which  the  Seeds 
of  moft  Virtues  are  contained,  are  Realities  in 
our  Frame,  and  not  imaginary  Qualities,  is 
demonftrable  from  the  plain  and  different  Ef- 
fects, that  in  fpite  of  our  Reafon  are  produced 
in  us  as  loon  a§  we  are  afleded  with  either. 
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When  a  Man  is  overwhelm'd  with  Shame, 
he  obferves  a  finking  of  the  Spirits, ;  the 
Heart  feels  cold  and  condenfed,  and  the 
Blood  flies  from  it  to  the  Circumference  of 
the  Body;  the  Face  glows,  the  Neck  and 
Part  of  the  Breaft  partake  of  the  Fire :  He 
is  heavy  as  Lead ;  the  Head  is  hung  down, 
and  the  Eyes  through  a  Mill  of  Confufion 
are  fix'd  on  the  Ground:  No  Injuries  can 
move  him ;  he  is  weary  of  his  Iking,  and 
heartily  wilhes  he  could  make  himfelf  invili- 


exults  in  his  Pride,  he  difoevers  quite  con. 
trary  Symptoms:  His  Spirits  fwell  and  fan 
the  Arterial  Blood;  a  more  than  ordinar 
Warmth  ftrengthens  and  dilates  the  HeartY 
the  Extremities  are  cool;  he  feels  light  to 
himfelf,  and  imagines  he  could  tread  on  Air ; 
his  Head  is  held  up,  his  Eyes  roll'd  about 
with  Sprightlincfs ;  he  rejoices  at  his  Being, 
is  prone  to  Anger,  aud  would  be  glad  that 
all  the  World  could  take  Notice  of  him. 

It  is  incredible  how  neceflary  an  Ingredient 
Shame  is  to  make  us  fociable;  it  is  a  Frailty 
in  our  Nature,  all  the  World,  whenever  it 
affefts  them,  fubmit  to  it  with  Regret,  and 
would  prevent  it  if  they  could;  yet  the 
Happinefs  of  Converfation  depends  upon  it, 
and  no  Society  could  be  polifli'd,  if  the  Ge- 
nerality of  Mankind  was  not  fubjeft  to  it. 
As  therefore  the  Scnfe  of  Shame  is  trouble- 
fome,  and  all  Creatures  are  ever  labouring  for 


gratifying  his  Vanity,  he 


their 


Digitized 


5  8  Remark  (C) 

their  own  Defence,  it  is  probable,  that  Man 
ftrjving  to  avoid  this  Uneafinefs  would  in  a 
great  meafure  conquer  his  Shame  by  that  he 
was  grown  up ;  but  this  would  be  detrimen- 
tal to  the  Society,  and  therefore  from  his  In- 
fancy throughout  his  Education,  we  endea- 
vour to  increafe  inftead  of  leflening  or  de- 
ftroying  this  Senfe  of  Shame ;  and  the  only 
Remedy  prefcrib'd,  is  a  drift  Obfervance 
of  certain  Rules  to  avoid  thofe  Things  that 
might  bring  this  troublefome  Senfe  of  Shame 
upon  him.  But  as  to  rid  or  cure  him  of  it, 
the  Politician  would  fooner  take  away  his  Life. 

The  Rules  I  fpeak  of  confift  in  a  dextrous 
Management  of  our  felves,  a  {lifting  of  our 
Appetites,  and  hiding  the  real  Sentiments  of 
our  Hearts  before  others.  Thofe  who  are 
not  intruded  in  thefe  Rules  long  before 
they  come  to  Years  of  Maturity,  feldom 
make  any  Progrefs  in  them  afterwards.  To 
acquire  and  bring  to  Perfection  the  Accom~ 
plilnment  I  hint  at,  nothing  is  more  aflifting 
than  Pride  and  good  Senfe.  The  Greedi- 
nefs  we  have  after  the  Efteem  of  others,  and 
the  Raptures  we  enjoy  in  the  Thoughts  of 
being  liked,  and  perhaps  admired,  are  Equi- 
valents that  over-pay  the  Conquelt  of  the 
ftrongeft  Paflions,  and  confemieWy  keep  us 
at  a  great  Diitance  from  all  iuch  Words  or 
Aftions  that  can  bring  fhame  upon  us.  The 
Paffions  we  chiefly  ought  to  hide  for  the 
Happinefs  and  Embellifhment  of  the  Society 
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are  Luft,  Pride,  and  Selfifhnefs;  therefore 
the  Word  Modelty  has  three  different  Ac- 
ceptations, that  vary  with  the  Paffions  it  con- 
ceals. 

As  to  the  firft,  I  mean  that  Branch  of  Mo- 
defty,  that  has  a  general  Pretenfion  to  Chafti- 
ty  for  its  Objeft,  it  confifts  in  a  fincere  and 
painful  Endeavour,  with  all  our  Faculties  to 
flifle  and  conceal  before  others  that  Inclinati- 
on which  Nature  has  given  us  to  propagate 
our  Species.  The  Leifons  of  it,  like  thofe 
.  of  Grammar,  are  taught  us  long  before  we 
have  occafion  for,  or  underftand  the  Ufeful- 
nefs  of  them ;  for  this  Reafon  Children  often 
are  alhamed,  and  blufti  out  of  Model  ty,  be- 
fore the  Impulfe  of  Nature  I  hint  at  makes 
any  Impreflion  upon  them.  A  Girl  who  is 
modeftly  educated,  may,  before  lhe  is  two 
Years  old,  begin  to  obferve  how  careful  the 
Women,  lhe  converfes  with,  are  of  covering 
themfelves  before  Men ;  and  the  fame  Cauti- 


well  as  Example,  it  is  very  probable  that  at 
Six  lhe'11  be  afham'd  of  inewing  her  Leg, 
without  knowing  any  Reafon  why  fuch  an 
Ad  is  blameable,  or  what  the  Tendency  of 
it  is. 

To  be  modeft,  we  ought  in  the  firft  place 
to  avoid  all  unfaftiionable  Denudations:  A 
.  Woman  is  not  to  be  found  fault  with  for  go- 
ing with  her  Neck  bare,  if  theCuftomof  the 
(Country  allows  of  it ;  and  when  the  Mode 
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orders  the  Stays  to  be  cut  very  low,  a  bloom- 
ing Virgin  may,  without  Fear  of  rational 
Cenfure,  ihew  all  the  World. 

«  • 

How  firm  her  pouting  Breafts,  that  white 
as  Snow 

On  thy  ample  Cheji  at  mighty  dijiance  grow. 

But  to  fuffer  her  Ancle  to  be  feen,  where  it 
is  the  Faftiion  for  Women  to  hide  their  very 
Feet,  is  a  Breach  of  Modefly,  and  Hie  is  im- 
pudent, who  fliews  half  her  Face  in  a  Coun- 
try where  Decency  bids  her  to  be  veil'd.  In 
the  fecond,  our  Language  muft  be  chafte, 
and  not  only  free,  but  remote  from  Obfceni- 
ties,  that  is,  whatever  belongs  to  the  Multi- 
plication of  our  Species  is  not  to  be  fpoke  of, 
and  the  leaft  Word  or  Expretfion,  that  tho* 
at  a  great  Diftance  has  any  relation  to  that 
Performance,  ought  never  to  come  from  our 
Lips.  Thirdly,  all  Poftures  and  Motions 
that  can  any  ways  fully  the  Imagination,  that 
is,  put  us  in  mind  of  what  I  have  calFd  Ob- 
fcenities,  are  to  be  forbore  with  great  Caution. 

A  young  Woman  moreover,  that  would 
be  thought  well-bred,  ought  to  be  circum- 
fpeft  before  Men  in  all  her  Behaviour,  and 
never  known  to  receive  from,  much  lefs  to 
beftow  Favours  upon  them,  unlefs  the  great 
Age  of  the  Man,  near  Confanguinity,  or  a 
vail  Superiority  on  either  Side  plead  her  Ex- 
cufe.  |  A  young  Lady  of  refind  Education 
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keeps  a  drift  Guard  over  her  Looks,  as  well 
as  Adions,  and  in  her  Eyes  we  may  read  a  Con- 
fcioufnefs  that  Ihe  has  a  Treafure  about  her, 
not  out  of  Danger  of  being  loft,  and  which 
yet  flie  is  refolv  d  not  to  part  with  at  any 
Terms.  Thoufand  Satyrs  have  been  made  a- 
gainit  Prudes,  and  as  many  Encomiums  to 
extol  the  carelefs  Graces,  and  negligent  Air 
of  virtuous  Beauty.  But  the  wifer  fort  of  Man- 
kind are  well  affured,  that  the  free  and  open 
Countenance  of  the  Smiling  Fair,  is  more  invit- 
ing,and  yields  greaterHopes  to  theSeducer,than 
the  ever-watchful  Look  of  a  forbidding  Eye. 

This  ftrift  Refervednefs  is .  to  be  comply'd 
with  by  all  young  Women,  efpecially  Virgins, 
if  they  value  the  Efteem  of  the  Polite  and 
knowing  World ;  Men  may  take  greater  Li- 
berty, becaufe  in  them  the  Appetite  is  more 
violent  and  ungovernable.  Had  equal  Harfli- 
nefs  of  Discipline  been  impofed  upon  both, 
neither  of  them  could  have  made  the  firft 
Advances,  and  Propagation  mult  have  flood 
ftill  among  all  the  Fafhionable  People :  which 
being  far  from  the  Politician's  Aim,  itwasad- 
vifable  to  eafe  and  indulge  the  Sex  that  fuf- 
fer'd  moft  by  the  Severity,  and  make  the 
Rules  abate  of  their  Rigour,  where  the  Pafli- 
on  was  the  ftrongeft,  and  the  Burthen  of  a 
ftrift  Reftraint  would  have  been  the  moft  in- 
tolerable. 

For  this  Reafon,  the  Man  is  allow'd  openly 
to  profefs  the  Veneration  and  great  Efteem 
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he  has  for  Women,  and  fhew  greater  Satis-* 
faction,  more  Mirth  and  Gaiety  in  their  Com- 
pany, than  he  is  ufed  to  do  out  of  it.  He 
may  not  only  be  complaifant  and  fcrviceable 
to  them  on  all  Occafions,  but  it  is  reckon 'd 
his  Duty  to  proteft  and  defend  them.  He  may 
praife  the  good  Qualities  they  are  poflefs'd  of, 
and  extol  their  Merit  with  as  many  Exagge- 
rations as  his  Invention  will  let  him,  and  are 
confiftent  with  good  Senfe.  He  may  talk  of 
Love,  he  may  figh  and  complain  of  the  Ri- 
gours of  the  Fair,  and  wThat  his  Tongue  muft 
not  utter  he  has  the  Privilege  to  fpeak  with 
his  Eyes,  and  in  that  Language  to  fay  what 
he  pleafes ;  fo  it  be  d  one  with  Decency  and 
lhort  abrupted  Glances:  But  too  clofely  to 
purfue  a  Woman,  and  fallen  upon  her  with 
one's  Eyes,  is  counted  very  unmannerly; 
the  Reafon  is  plain,  it  makes  her  uneafy, 
and,  if  Ihe  be  not  futficiently  fortify  d  by 
Art  and  Diflimulation,  often  throws  her  into 
vifible  Diforders.  As  the  Eyes  are  the  Win- 
dows of  the  Soul,  fo  this  flaring  Impudence 
flings  a  raw,  unexperienc'd  Woman  into  pa- 
nick  Fears,  that  flie  may  be  feen  through ; 
and  that  the  Man  will  difcover,  or  has  al- 
ready betray 'd,  what  pafles  within  her :  It 
keeps  her  on  a  perpetual  Rack,  that  com- 
mands her  to  reveal  her  fecret  Wifhes,  and 
feems  defign'd  to  extort  from  her  the  grand 
Truth,  which  Modefty  bids  her  with  all  her 
Faculties  to  deny.-  - 

The 
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The  Multitude  will  hardly  believe  the  ex- 
ceflive  Force  of  Education,  and  in  the  diffe- 
rence of  Modefty  between  Men  and  Women 
afcribe  that  to  Nature,  which  is  altogether  ow- 
ing to  early  Inftruftion :  Mlfs  is  fcarce  three 
Years  old,  but  fhe's  fpoke  to  every  Day  to 
hide  her  Leg,  and  rebuk'd  in  good  Earneft 
if  Ihe  fhews  it ;  whilft  Little  Mafter  at  the 
fame  Age  is  bid  to  take  up  his  Coats,  and  pifs 
like  a  Man.   It  is  Shame  and  Education  that 
contain  the  Seeds  of  all  Politenefs,  and  he  that 
has  neither,  and  offers  to  fpeak  the  Truth  of 
his  Heart,  and  what  he  feels  within,  is  the 
molt  contemptible  Creature  upon  Earth,  tho' 
he  committed  no  other  Fault.  If  a  Man  lliould 
tell  a  Woman,  that  he  could  like  no  body  fo 
well  to  propagate  his  Species  upon,  as  her  felf, 
and  that  he  found  a  violent  Defire  that  Mo- 
ment to  go  about  it,  and  accordingly  off er'd 
to  lay  hold  of  her  for  that  purpofe ;  the  Con- 
fequence  would  be,  that  he  would  be  call'd  a 
Brute,  the  W  oman  would  run  away,  and  him- 
felf  never  be  admitted  in  any  civil  Company. 
There  is  no  body  that  has  any  Senfe  of  Shame, 
but  would  conquer  the  ftrongeft  Pallion  ra- 
ther than  be  fo  ierv'd.   But  a  Man  need  not 
conquer  his  Paffions,  it  is  fufficient  that  he 
conceals  them.    Virtue  bids  us  fubdue,  but 
good  Breeding  only  requires  we  ftiould  hide 
our  Appetites.     A  fafhionable  Gentleman 
may  have  as  violent  an  Inclination  to  a 
W  bman  as  the  brutiih  Fellow  ;  but  then  he 
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behaves  himfclf  quite  otherwife;  hefirft  ad- 
ireaes  the  Lady  s  l  ather,  and  demonltrates 
h:$  Ability  fplendidJy  to  maintain  his  Daugh- 
ter ;  upon  thib  he  is  admitted  into  her  Com- 
ny,  where,  Ly  Flattery,  Submiffion,  Pre- 


cure  her  Liking  to  his  Perfon,  which  if  he 
can  compais,  the  Lady  in  a  little  while  rcfigns 
her  felf  to  him  before  Witnefles  in  a  moil  fo- 
lemn  manner;  at  Night  they  go  to  Bed  toge- 
ther, where  the  molt  refcrv  d  Virgin  very 
tamely  fuffcrs  him  to  do  what  he  plcafcs,and 
the  upfhot  is,  that  he  obtains  what  he  wanted 
without  having  ever  ask'd  for  it. 

The  next  Day  they  receive  Vifits,  and  no 
body  laughs  at  them,  or  fpeaks  a  Word  of 
what  they  have  been  doing.  As  to  the  young 
Couple  themfelvcs,  they  take  no  more  Notice 
of  one  another,  I  {beak  of  well-bred  People, 
than  they  did  the  Day  before ;  they  eat  and 
drink,  divert  themfelves  as  ufually,  and  having 
done  nothing  to  be  alham'd  of,  are  look'd  up- 
on as,  what  in  reality  they  may  be,  the  moll 
modefl  People  upon  Earth.  What  I  mean 
by  this,  is  to  demonftrate,  that  by  being  wrell 
bred,  we  fuffer  no  Abridgment  in  our  lenfual 
Pleafures,  but  only  labour  for  our  mutual  Hap- 
pinefs,  and  aflifl  each  other  in  the  luxurious 
Enjoyment  of  all  worldly  Comforts.  The  fine 
Gentleman  I  fpokc  of,  need  not  pra&ife  any- 
greater  Self-Denial  than  the  Savage,  and 
the  latter  afted  more  according  to  the  Laws 
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of  Nature  and  Sincerity  than  the  firft.  The 
Man  that  gratifies  his  Appetites  after  the  man- 
ner the  Cuitom  of  the  Country  allows  of,  has 
no  Cenfurc  to  fear.  If  he  is  hotter  than  Goats 
or  Bulls,  as  loon  as  the  Ceremony  is  over  let 
him  fate  and  fatigue  himfelf  w  ith  Joy  and  Ec- 
ftafies  of  Pleafure,  raife  and  indulge  his  Appe- 
tites by  turns  as  extravagantly  as  his  Strength 
and  Manhood  will  give  him  leave,  he  may 
with  fafety  laugh  at  the  Wife  Men  that  fliould 
reprove  him:  all  the  Women  and  above  Nine 
in  Ten  of  the  Men  are  of  his  fide ;  nay  he  has 
the  Liberty  of  valuing  himfelf  upon  the  Fury 
of  his  unbridled  Pallion,  and  the  more  he 
wallows  in  Lufl  and  (trains  every  Faculty  to 
be  abandondly  voluptuous,  the  fooner  he  ihall 
have  the  Good  W  ill  and  gain  the  Affedrtion  of 
the  W  omen,  not  the  Young,  Vain  and  Lafci- 
vious  only,  but  the  Prudent,  Grave  and  molt 
Sober  Matrons. 

Becaufe  Impudence  is  a  Vice,  it  does  not 
follow  that  Modefty  is  a  Virtue ;  it  is  built  up- 
on Shame,  a  Paflion  in  our  Nature,  and  may 
be  either  Good  or  Bad  according  to  the  A&i* 
ons  perform'd  from  that  Motive.  Shame  may 
hinder  a  Proftitute  from  yielding  to  a  Man 
before  Company,  and  the  fame  Shame  may 
caufe  a  Bafliful  good-natur'd  Creature,  that 
has  been  overcome  by  Frailty,  to  make  away 
with  her  Infant.  Pallions  may  do  Good  by 
chance,  but  there  can  be  no  merit  but  in  the 
conqueit  of  them. 
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.  Was  there  Virtue  in  Modefty,  it  would  be 
of  the  fame  force  in  the  Dark  as  it  is  in  the 
Light,  which  it  is  not.  This  the  Men  of 
Pleafure  know  very  well,  who  never  trouble 
their  Heads  with  a  Woman's  Virtue  fo  they 
can  but  conquer  her  Modefty ;  Seducers 
therefore  don't  make  their  Attacks  at  Noon- 
day, but  cut  their  Trenches  at  Night. 

*  *       *  *  * 

Ilia  verecundis  lux  eft  frtebenda  fuellis^ 

Qua  timidus  latebras  fperat  habere  fudor. 

,  ■ 
People  of  Subftance  may  Sin  without  being 


vants  and  the  Poorer  fort  of  Women  have 
feldom  an  Opportunity  of  concealing  a  Big 
Belly,  or  at  leaft  the  Confequences  of  It.  It 
is  poffible  that  an  unfortunate  Girl  of  good 
Parentage  may  be  left  deftitute,  and  know  no 
Shift  for  a  Livelihood  than  to  become  a  Nur- 
fery,  or  a  Chambermaid:  She  may  be  Diligent, 
Faithful  and  Obliging,  have  abundance  of  Mo- 
defty, and  if  you  wiD,  be  Religious :  She  may 
refift  Temptations,  and  preferve  her  Chaltity 
for  Years  together,  and  yet  at  laft  meet  with 
an  unhappy  Moment  in  which  fhe  gives  up 
her  Honour  to  a  Powerful  Deceiver,  who 
afterwards  neglefts  her.  If  lhe  proves  with 
•  Child,  her  Sorrows  are  unfpeakable,  and  fhe 
can't  be  reconcil'd  with  the  Wretchednefs  of 
her  Condition ;  the  fear  of  Shame  attacks  her 
lb  lively,  that  every  Thought  diftrafts  her. 


Pleafure;  but  Ser- 
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All  the  Family  Ihe  lives  in  have  a  great  opini- 
on of  her  Virtue,and  herlaft  Miftrefs  took  her 
for  a  Saint.  How  will  her  Enemies,  that  envi- 
ed her  Character,  rejoyce !  how  will  her  Rela- 
tions detell  her !  The  more  modeft  Ihe  is  now, 
and  the  more  violently  the  dread  of  coming 
to  Shame  hurries  her  away,  the  more  Wic- 
ked and  more  Cruel  her  Refolutions  will  be, 
either  againft  her  felf  or  what  fhe  bears. 

It  is  commonly  imagined,  that  ihe  who  can 
deitroy  her  Child,  her  own  Flelh  and  Blood, 
mult  have  a  vail  flock  of  Barbarity,  and  be 
a  Savage  Moiifter,  different  from  other  Wo- 
men; but  this  islikewifeamiftake,  which  we 
commit  for  want  of  underftanding  Nature  and 
the  force  of  Paffions.  The  fame  Woman 
that  Murders  her  Ballard  in  the  moft  execra- 
ble manner,  if  fhe  is  Married  afterwards,  may- 
take  care  of,  cherifh  and  feel  all  the  tenderneis 
for  her  Infant  that  the  fondeft  Mother  can  be 
capable  of  All  Mothers  naturally  love  their 
Children:  but  as  this  is  a  Paflion,  and  all 
Paflions  center  in  Self-Love,  fo  it  may  be 
fubdued  by  any  Superior  Paflion,  to  footh 
that  fame  Self-Love,  which  if  nothing  had 
interven'd,  would  have  bid  her  fondle  her 
Offspring.  Common  Whores,  whom  all  the 
World  knows  to  be  fuch,  hardly  ever  de-r 
ftroy  their  Children ;  nay  even  thofe  who  af- 
lift  in  Robberies  and  Murders  feldom  are 
guilty  of  this  Crime;  not  becaufe  they  are  lefs 
Cruel  or  more  Virtuous,  but  becaufe  they 
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have  loft  their  Modelty  to  a  greater  degree, 
and  the  fear  of  Shame  makes  hardly  any  im- 
preftion  upon  them. 

Our  Love  to  what  never  was  within  the 
•reach  of  our  Senfes  is  but  poor  and  inconfide- 
xable,  and  therefore  Women  have  no  Natural 
Love  to  what  they  bear;  their  Affeftion  begins 
after  the  Birth :  what  they  feel  before  is  the 
refult  of  Reafon,  Education,  and  the  Thoughts 
of  Duty.  Even  when  Children  firlt  are  Born 
the  Mother's  Love  is  but  weak,  and  encreafes 
with  the  fenfibility  of  the  Child,  and  grows  up 
to  a  prodigious  height,  when  by  figns  it  begins 
to  exprefs  his  Sorrows  and  Joys,  makes  his 
wants  known,  and  difcovershisLoveto  novel- 
ty and  the  multiplicity  of  his  Defires.  What 
Labours  and  Hazards  have  not  Women  un- 
dergone to  maintain  and  fave  their  Children, 
what  force  and  fortitude  beyond  their  Sex  have 
they  not  fliewn  in  their  Behalf!  but  the  vileft 
Women  have  exerted  themfelves  on  this  head 
as  violently  as  the  beft.  All  are  prompted  to 
it  by  a  natural  Drift  and  Inclination,  without 
any  confideration  of  the  Injury  or  Benefit  the 
Society  receives  from  it.  There  is  no  Merit 
in  pleafing  our  felves,  and  the  very  Offspring 
is  often  irreparably  ruin'd  by  the  excellive 
Fondnefs  of  Parents:  for  tho'' Infants  for  two 
or  three  Years  may  be  the  better  for  this  in- 
dulging Care  of  Mothers,  yet  afterwards,  if 
not  moderated,  it  may  totally  Spoil  them, 
and  many  it  has  brougnt  to  tne  Gallows. 
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If  the  Reader  thinks  I  have  been  too  tedi- 
ous on  that  Branch  of  Modeity  by  the  help  of 
which  we  endeavour  to  appear  Chalte,  I 
fhall  make  him  amends  in  the  Brevity  with 
which  I  defign  to  treat  of  the  remaining 
part,  by  which  we  would  make  others  be- 
lieve ;  that  the  Efteem  we  have  for  them 
exceeds  the  Value  we  have  for  our  felves, 
and  that  we  have  no  difregard  fo  great  to 
any  Interefl:  as  we  have  t6  our  own.  This 
laudable  Quality  is  commonly  known  by  the 
name  of  manners  and  good  Breeding,  and 
confifts  in  a  Faftiionable  Habit,  acquir'd  by 
Precept  and  Example,  of  flattering  the  Pride 
and  Selfiflmefs  of  others,  and  concealing  our 
■  own  with  Judgment  and  Dexterity.  This  mull 
be  only  underltood  of  our  Commerce  with 
our  Equals  and  Superiors,  and  whillt  we 
are  in  Peace  and  Amity  with  them;  for 
our  Complaifancy  muft  never  interfere  with 
the  Rules  of  Honour,  nor  the  Homage  that 
is  due  to  us  from  Servants  and  others  that 
depend  upon  us. 

With  this  Caution,  I  believe,  that 
the  Definition  will  quadrate  with  every 
thing  that  can  be  alledg'd  as  a  piece 
or  an  example  of  either  Good  Breeding 
or  111  Manners;  and  it  will  be  very  diffi- 
cult throughout  the  various  Accidents  of 
Human  Life  and  Converfation  to  find  out 
an  inftanctf  of  Modefty  or  Impudence  that  is 
not  comprehended  in,  and  illuftrated  by  it,  in 
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all  Countries  and  in  all  Ages.  A  Man  that 
asks  confiderable  Favours  of  one  who  is  a 
Stranger  to  him,  without  confideration,  is 
call'd  Impudent,  becaufe  he  Ihews  openly 
his  Selfiihnefs  without  having  any  regard  to 
the  Selfiihnefs  of  the  other.  We  may  fee 
in  it  likewife  the  Reafon  why  a  Man  ought 
to  fpeak  of  his  Wife  and  Children,  and  e- 
very  thing  that  is  dear  to  him,  as  fparingly  as  is 
polfible,  and  hardly  ever  of  himfelf,  elpecial- 
Jy  in  Commendation  of  them.  A  well-bred 
Man  may  be  defirous,  and  even  greedy  af- 
ter Praife  and  the  Efteem  of  others,  but  to 
be  prais'd  to  his  Face  offends  his  Modefty :  the 
reafon  is  this ;  all  Human  Creatures,  before 
they  are  yet  polilh'd,  receive  an  extraordi- 
nary Plealure  in  hearing  themfelves  prais'd: 
this  we  are  all  confcious  of,  and  therefore 
when  we  fee  a  Man  openly  enjoy  and  feaft 
on  this  Delight,  in  which  we  have  no  fhare, 
it  roufes  our  Selfiihnefs,  and  immediately  we 
begin  to  Envy  and  Hate  him.  For  this  rea- 
fon the  well-bred  Man  conceals  his  Joy, 
and  utterly  denies  that  he  feels  any,  and  by 
this  means  confulting  and  foothing  our  Sel- 
fiihnefs, he  averts  that  Envy  and  Hatred, 
which  otherwife  he  would  have  jullly  to 
fear.  When  from  our  Childhood  we  ob- 
ferve  how  thofe  are  ridicul'd  who  calmly 
can  hear  their  own  Praifes,  it  is  polfible  that 
we  may  fo  ftrenuoufly  endeavour  to  avoid 
that  Pleafure,  that  in  traft  of  time  we  grow 
-  ;    .  uneafy 


Digitized  by  GoogI 


Remark  (C.)  71 

uneafy  at  the  approach  of  it :  but  this  is  not 
following  the  Didates  of  Nature,  but  warp- 
ing her  by  Education  and  Cuftom ;  for  if  the 

generality  of  Mankind  took  no  delight  in 
eing  prais'd,  there  could  be  no  Modefty  in 
refuiing  to  hear  it. 

:  The  Man  of  Manners  picks  not  the  beft  but 
rather  takes  the  worft  out  of  the  Difh,  and 
gets  of  every  thing,  unlefs  it  be  forc'd  upon 
him,  always  the  molt  indifferent  Share.  By 
this  Civility  the  Beft  remains  for  others,  which 
being  a  Compliment  to  all  that  are  prefent, 
every  Body  is  pleas'd  with  it :  the  more  they 
love  themlelves  the  more  they  are  forc'd  to 
approve  of  his  Behaviour,  and  Gratitude  flap- 
ping in,  they  are  oblig'd  almoft  whether  they 
willor  not,  to  think  favourably  of  him.  Af- 
ter this  manner  it  is  that  the  well-bred  Man 
infinuateshimfelf  in  tbe  efteemof  all  the  Com- 
panies he  comes  in,  and  if  he  gets  nothing  elfe 
oy  it,  the  Pleafure  he  receives  in  reflefting  on 
the  Applaufe  which  he  knows  is  fecretly  gi- 
ven him,  is  to  a  Proud  Man  more  than  an 
Equivalent  for  his  former  Self-denial,  and  o- 
ver-pays  to  Self-love  with  lntereft,  the  lofs 
it  fuftain'd  in  his  Complaifance  to  others. 

If  there  are  Seven  or  Eight  Apples  or  Peaches 
among  Six  People  of  Ceremony,  that  are  pret- 
ty near  equal,  he  whoisprevail'dupon  tochufe 
firft,  will  take  that,  which,  if  there  be  any  con- 
fiderable  difference,  a  Child  would  know  to  be 
th  e  worft :  this  he  does  to  infinuate,  that  he 
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looks  upon  thofe  he  is  with  to  be  of  Supe- 
rior Merit,  and  that  there  is  not  one  whom 
he  willies  not  better  to  than  he  does  to  him- 
felf.  'Tis  Cuitom  and  a  general  Practice  that 
makes  this  Modiih  Deceit  familiar  to  us,  with- 
out being  Ihock'd  at  the  Abfurdity  of  it ;  for 
if  People  had  been  ufed  to  fpeak  from  the 
Sincerity  of  their  Hearts,  and  ad  according 
to  the  Natural  Sentiments  they  felt  within,  'till 
they  were  Three  or  Four  and  Twenty,  it 
would  be  impollible  for  them  to  affitt  at  this 
Comedy  of  Manners,  without  either  loud 
Laughter  or  Indignation ;  and  yet  it  is  certain,, 
that  fuch  a  Behaviour  makes  us  more  tolera- 
ble to  one  another  than  we  could  be  other  wife. 

It  is  very  Advantageous  to  the  Knowledge 
of  our  felves,  to  be  able  well  to  diltinguilh 
between  good  Qualities  and  Virtues.  The 
Bond  of  Society  exa&s  from  every  Member  a 
certain  Regard  for  others,  which  the  Highefl 
is  not  exempt  from  in  the  prefence  of  the 
.  Meaneft  even  in  an  Empire:  but  when  we  are 
by  our  felves,  and  fo  far  remov'd  from  Com- 
pany as  to  be  beyond  the  reach  of  their  Sen- 
ies,  the  Words  Modefty  and  Impudence  lofe 
their  meaning;  a  Perfon  may  be  Wicked,  but 
he  cannot  be  Immodeft  whillt  he  is  alone,  and 
no  Thought  can  be  Impudent  that  never 
was  communicated  to  another.  A  Man  of 
Exalted  Pride  may  fo  hide  it,  that  no 
Body  fhall  be  able  to  difcover  that  he  has 
any;   and  yet  receive  greater  Satisfaction 

from 


Digitized  by  Goosli 


Remark  (C.) 


71 


9  9 

from  that  Paflion  than  another,  who  indulges 
himfelf  in  the  Declaration  of  it  before  all  the 
World-  Good  Manners  have  nothing  to  do 
with  Virtue  or  Religion ;  inftead  of  extin- 
guifliing,  they  rather  inflame  the  Paflions, 
The  Man  of  Senfe  and  Education  never  ex- 
ults more  in  his  Pride  than  when  he  hides  it 
with  the  greatefl  dexterity;  and  in  fealling 
on  the  Applaufe  which  he  is  fure  all  good 
Judges  will  pay  to  his  Behaviour,  he  enjoys  a 
Pleafure  altogether  unknown  to  the  Short- 
sighted, furly  Alderman,  that  fhews  his 
Haughtinefs  glaringly  in  his  Face,  pulls  off 
his  Hat  to  no  Body,  and  hardly  deigns  to 
Tpeak  to  an  Inferior. 

A  Man  may  carefully  avoid  every  thing 
that  in  the  Eye  of  the  World  is  efteem'd  to 
be  the  i%fult  of  Pride,  without  mortifying 
himfelf,  or  making  the  leaft  conauelt  of  his 
Paffion*  It  is  pomble  that  he  only  facrifices 
the  infipid  outward  part  of  his  Pride,  which 
none  but  filly  Ignorant  People  take  delight  in, 


Meno  higheft  Spirit  and  mofl  exalted  Ge- 
nius feed  on  with  fo  much  ecltafr  in  filence.The 
Pride  of  Great  and  Polite  Men  is  no  where 
more  confpicuous  than  in  the  Debates  about 
Ceremony  and  Precedency,  wrhere  they  have 
an  Opportunity  of  giving  their  Vices  the  ap- 
pearance of  Virtues,  and  can  make  the  World 
believe  that  is  their  Care,  their  Tendernefs 
for  the  Dignity  of  their  Office,  or  the  Ho- 
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ver  what  they  really  get  by  their  Commodities. 
Some  Old  Standers  indeed  that  pretend  to  more 
Honefly,  (or  what  is  more  likely,  have  more 
Pride)  than  their  Neighbours,  are  ufed  to  make  , 
but  few  Words  with  their  Cuftomers,  and  re- 
fiife  to  fell  at  a  lower  price  than  what  they  ask'd 
at  firft.  But  thefe  are  commonly  Cunning 
Foxes  that  are  above  the  World,  and  know 
that  thofe  who  have  Mony,  get  often  more 
by  being  furly,  than  others  by  being  obliging. 
The  vulgar  imagine  they  can  find  more 
Sincerity  in  the  fower  Looks  of  a  grave  old 
Fellow,  than  there  appears  in  the  fubmiffive 
Air  and  inviting  Complacency  of  a  Young 
Beginner.  But  this  is  a  grand  Miftake ;  and 
if  they  are  Mercers,  Drapers,  or  others, 
that  have  many  forts  of  the  fame  Commodi- 
ty, you  may  foon  be  fatisfied ;  look  upon 
their  Goods  and  youH  find  each  of  them 
have  their  private  Marks,  which  is  a  certain 
Sign  that  both  are  equally  careful  in  conceal- 
ing the  prime  Coft  of  what  they  fell. 
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(EJ  As  your  Gamefters  do, 

Who,  tho*  at  fair  T/ajy,  ne'er  will  OWH 

Before  the  Lofers  what  they've  won.  , 

•  * 

Tage  7.    Line  18.  , 

THis  being  a  general  Pra&ice  which  no 
Body  can  be  ignorant  of  that  has  ever 
fecn  any  Play,  there  muft  be  fomething  in 
the  Make  or  Man  that  is  the  occafion  of  it  : 
But  as  the  fearching  into  this  will  feem  very 
trifling  to  many,  I  delire  the  Reader  to  skip 
this  Remark,  unlefs  he  be  in  perfeft  good 
Humour,  and  has  nothing  at  all  to  da  v.  \ 
That  Gamefters  generally  endeavour  to 
conceal  their  Gains  before  the  Lofers,  feems 
to  me  to  proceed  from  a  mixture  of  Gra- 
titude, Pity  and  Self-Prefervation.  All  Men 
are  naturally  grateful  whilft  they  receive  £ 
Benefit,  and  what  they  fay  or  do,  whilll  it 
affefts  and  feels  warm  about  them,  is  real, 
and  comes  from  the  Heart ;  but  when  that  is 
over,  the  returns  we  make  generally  proceed 
from  Virtue,  good  Manners,  Reafon,  and 
the  thoughts  of  Duty,  but  not  from  Grati- 
tude, which  is  a  Motive  of  the  Inclination. 
If  we  confider,  how  tyrannically  the  immo- 
derate Love  we  bear  to  our  fefves,  obliges 

us 
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u£.to  efteem  every  body  that  with  or  with- 
out deligii  afts  in  our  favour,  and  how  often 
we  extend  our  Affeftion  to  things  inanimate, 
when  we  imagine  them  to  contribute  to  our 
prefent  Advantage:  If,  I  fay,  we  confider 
this,  it  will  not  be  difficult  to  find  out  which 
way  our  being  pleafed  with,  thofe  whofe 
Money  we  win  is  owing  to  a  Principle  of 
Gratitude.  The  next  Motive  is  our  Pity, 
which  proceeds  from  our  confcioufnefs  of 
the  Vexation  there  is  in  lofmg ;  and  as  we 
love  the  Efteem  of  every  body,  we  are  a- 
fraid  of  forfeiting  theirs  by  being  the  caufe 
of  their  Lois.  Laftly,  we  apprehend  their 
Envy,  and  fb  Self-Prefervation  makes  that 
we  ftrive  to  extenuate  firft  the  Obligation, 
then  the  Reafon  why  we  ought  to  Pity,  in 
hopes  that  we  fliall  have  lefs  of  their  ill  Will 
and  Envy.  When  the  Paflions  fliew  them- 
felves  in  their  full  Strength,  they  are  known 
by  every  body:  When  a  Man  in  Power  gives 
a  great  Place  to  one  that  did  him  a  fmall 
kindnefs  in  his  Youth,  we  call  it  Gratitude; 
When  a  Woman  howls  and  wrings  her  Hands 
at  the  lofs  of  her  Child,  the  prevalent  Paffi- 
on  is  Grief;  and  the  uneafmefs  we  feel  at  the 
fight  of  great  Misfortunes,  as  a  Man's  break- 
ing his  Legs  or  daftiing  his  Brains  out,  is 
every  where  call'd  Pity.  But  the  gentle 
Itroaks,  the  flight  touches  of  the  Pailions, 
are  o-enerallv  overlook'd  or  miftaken. 


To 
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To  prove  my  Aflertion,  we  have  buttoob- 
ferve  what  generally  pafles  between  the 
Winner  and  the  Lo/er.  The  firlt  is  always 
Complaifant,  and  if  the  other  will  but  keep 
his  Temper,  more  than  ordinarily  obliging ; 
he  is  ever  ready  to  humor  the  Lofer,  and 
willing  to  redify  his  Miltakes  with  Precauti- 
on, and  the  Height  of  good  Manners.  The 
Lofer  is  uneafy,  captious,  morofe,  and  per- 
haps Swears  and  Storms ;  yet  as  long  as  he 
fays  or  does  nothing  defignedly  affronting, 
the  Winner  takes  all  in  good  part,  without 
offending,  diffurbing,  or  contradifting  him. 
Lofer s,  fays  the  Proverb,  muji  have  leave  to 
rail:  All  which  fhews,  that  the  Lofer  is 
thought  in  the  Right  to  complain,  and  for 
that  very  Reafon  pity'd.  That  we  are  afraid 
of  the  Lofer's  ill  Will  is  plain  from  our  be- 
ing confcious  that  we  are  difpleafed  with  thofe 
we  lofe  to,  and  Envy  we  always  dread  when 
we  think ,  our  felves  happier  than  others  : 
from  whence  it  follows,  that  when  the  Win- 
ner endeavours  to  conceal  his  Gains,  his  de- 
fign  is  to  avert  the  Mifchiefs  he  apprehends, 
and  this  is  Self-Prefervation ;  the  Cares*  of 
which  continue  to  affeft  us  as  long  as  the 
Motives  that  firft  produced  them  remain, 

But  a  Month,  a  Week,  orperhaps  a  much 
Ihorter  time  after,  when  the  Thoughts  of  the 
Obligation,  and  confequently  the  Winner's 
Gratitude  are  worn  off,  when  the  Lofer  has 
recover'd  his  Temper,  laughs  at  his  Lofs, 
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und  the  Reafon  of  the  Winner's  Pity  ceafes; 
when  the  Winner's  apprehenfion  of  drawing 
upon  him  the  ill  Will  and  Envy  of  the  Lofer 
is  gone ;  that  is  to  fay,  as  foon  as  all  the  Pa£ 
(ions  are  over,  and  the  Cares  of  Self-Prefer- 
vatxon  employ  the  Winner's  Thoughts  no 
longer,  he'll  not  only  make  no  fcruple  in  owning 
what  he  has  won,  but  will,  ii  his  Vanity 
ileps  in,  likewife,  with  Pleafure,  brag  of,  if 
not  exaggerate  his  Gains. 

It  is  poflible,  that  when  People  play  to- 
gether who  are  at  Enmity,  and  perhaps  de- 
nroiis  of  picking  a  Quarrel,  or  where  Men 
flaying  for  Trifles  contend  for  Superiority  of 
Skill,  and  aim  chiefly  at  the  Glory  of  Con- 
queft,  nothing  ftiall  happen  of  what  I  have 
been  talking  or.  Different  Paflions  oblige  us 
to  take  different  Meafures ;  what  I  have  faid 
I  would  have  underflood  of  ordinary  Play 
for  Money,  at  which  Men  endeavour  to  get, 
and  venture  to  lofe  what  they  value :  And  e- 
ven  here  I  know  it  will  be  objefted  by  many, 
that  tho'  they  have  been  guilty  of  concealing 
their  Gains,  yet  they  never  obferv'd  thofe 
Paflions  which  I  alledge  as  the  Caufes  of 
that  Frailty;  which  is  no  wonder,  becaufe 
few  Men  will  give  thentfelves  leifure,  and 
fewer  yet  take  the  right  Method  of  exami- 
ning themfelves  as  they  fliould  do.  It  is  with 
the  Paflions  in  Men  as  it  is  with  Colours  in 
Cloth:  It  is  eafy  to  know  a  Red,  a 
Green,  a  Blue,  a  Yellow,  a  Black,  &c.  in 
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as  many  different  Pieces ;  but  it  muft  be  an 
Artift  that  can  unravel  all  the  various  Co- 
lours and  their  Proportions,  that  make  up  the 
Compound  of  a  well-mix'd  Cloth.  In  the 
fame  manner  may  the  Paflions  be  difcover'd 
by  every  body  whillt  they  are  diftinft,  and  a 
fmgle  one  employs  the  whole  Man ;  but  it  is 
very  difficult  to  trace  every  Motive  of  thofe 
Anions  that  are  the  Refult  of  a  mixture  of 
Pallions. 

»  •  mm 


(F.)  And  Virtue,    who  from  "Politicks 

Had  learn "d  a  thoufand  cunning  T ricks. 
tVas>  by  their  happy  Influence, 
Made  Friends  with  Vice.—— 


*Page  9.    Line  13. 

■ 

TT  may  be  faid,  that  Virtue  is  made 
A  Friends  with  Vice,  when  indultrious  good 
People,  who  maintain  their  Families  and 
bring  up  their  Children  handfomely,  pay  Tax- 
es, and  are  feveral  ways  ufefial  Members  of 
the  Society,  get  a  livelyhood  by  fomething 
that  chiefly  depends  on,  or  is  very  much  in- 
fluenced by  the  Vices  of  others,  without  be- 
ing themfelves  guilty  of,  or  acceflary  to  them, 
any  otherwife  than  by  way  of  Trade,  as  a 
Druggift  may  be  to  Poyfoning,  or  a  Sword- 
Cutler  to  Blood-fhed.  Thus 
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Thus  the  Merchant,  that  fends  Corn  or 
Cloth  into  Foreign  Parts  to  purchafe  Wines 
and  Brandies,  encourages  the  Growth  or  Ma- 
jiufaftury  of  his  own  Country ;  he  is  a  Bene- 
fa&or  to  Navigation,  encreales  the  Cuftoms, 
and  is  many  ways  beneficial  to  the  Publick ; 
yet  it  is  not  to  be  denied  but  that  his  great- 
efl  dependance  is  Lavijhnefs  and  'Drunken- 
ne/s:  For  if  none  were  to  drink  Wine  but 
fuch  only  as  Hand  in  need  of  it,  not  any  Bo- 
dy more  than  his  Health  requir'd,  that  mul- 
titude of  Wine  Merchants,  Vintners, Coopers, 
££r.  that  make  fuch  a  confiderable  Shew  in 
this  flourifhing  City,  would  be  in  a  miferable 
Condition.  The  fame  may  be  faid  not  on- 
ly of  Card  and  Dice-makers,  that  are  the  im- 
mediate Minifters  to  a  Legion  of  Vices ;  but 
that  of  Mercers,  Upholfterers,  Taylors,  and 
many  others,  that  would  be  llarv'd  in  half  a 
Year's  time,  if  "Pride  and  Luxury  were  once 
to  be  banifh'd  the  Nation. 
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(G.)  The  worji  of  all  the  Multitude 

"Did  fomething  for  the  Common  Good.  • 

Tage  9.    Line  17. 

TH I S  I  know  will  feem  to  be  a  ftrange 
Paradox  to  many ;  and  I  fhall  be  ask'd 
what  Benefit  the  Publick  receives  from  Thieves 
and  Houfe-breakers.  They  are,  I  own,  very 
pernicious  to  Human  Society,  and  every  Go- 
vernment ought  to  take  all  imaginable  Cafe 
to  root  out  and  deftroy  them ;  yet  if  all  Peo- 
ple were  ftridly  honell,  and  no  body  would 
meddle  with  or  pry  into  any  thing  but  nis  own, 
half  the  Smiths  of  the  Nation  would  want  Em- 
ployment; and  abundance  of  Workmanfliip 
(which  now  ferves  for  Ornament  as  wel  las  De- 
fence) is  to  be  JTeen  every  where  both  in 
Town  and  Country,  that  would  never  have 
been  thought  of,  but  to  fecure  us  againft  the 
Attempts  of  Pilferers  and  Robbers. 

If  what  I  have  faid  be  thought  for  fetch'd, 
and  my  Aflertion  feems  flill  a  Paradox,  I  de- 
fire  the  Reader  to  look  upon  the  Confumption 
of  things,  and  he'll  find  that  the  lazyeft  and 
molt  unaftive,  the  profligate  and  moft  mifchie- 
vous  are  all  forc'd  to  do  fomething  for  the  com- 
mon good,  and  whilft  their  Mouths  are  not 

fow'd 
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fow'd  up,  and  they  continue  to  wear  and  other- 
wife  deitroy  what  the  Indubious  are  daily  em- 
ploy'd  about  to  make,  fetch  and  procure,  in 
lpight  of  their  Teeth  oblig'd  to  help  main- 
tain the  Poor  and  the  publick  Charges.  The 
Labour  of  Millions  would  foon  be  at  an  end  if 
there  were  not  other  Millions,  as  I  fay  in  the 
Fable, 


To  fee  their  Handy-works  dejirofd. 

• 

But  Men  are  not  to  be  judg'd  by  the  Con- 
fequences  that  may  fucceed  their  Aftions,  but 
the  Fads  themfelves,  and  the  Motives  which 
it  lhali  appear  they  afted  from.  If  an  ill-natur'd 
Mifer,  who  is  almoft  a  Plumb,  and  fpends  but 
Fifty  Pounds  a  Year,  tho'  he  has  no  Relation 
to  inherit  his  Wealth,  fhould  be  Robb'd  of 
Five  Hundred  or  a  Thoufand  Guineas,  it  is 
certain  that  as  foon  as  this  Money  fhould  come 
to  Circulate,  the  Nation  would  be  the  better 
for  the  Robbery,  and  receive  the  fame  and  as 
real  a  Benefit  from  it,  as  if  an  Archbifhop  had 
left  the  fame  Sum  to  the  Publick ;  yet  Juftice 
and  the  peace  of  the  Society  require  that  he  or 
they  who  robb'd  the  Mifer  fhould  be  hang'd, 
the  there  were  half  a  dozen  of  'em  concerned. 

Thieves  and  Pick-pockets  ftealfor  a  Liveli- 
hood, and  either  what  they  can  get  Honeftly 
is  not  fufficient  to  keep  them,  or  elfe  they 
have  an  averfion  to  conftani  Working:  they 

Gx  want 
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want  to  gratify  their  Senfes,  have  Viftuals, 
Strong  Drink*  Lewd  Women,  and  to  be  Idle 
when  they  pleafe.  The  Victualler,  who  enter- 
tains them  and  takes  their  Money,  knowing 
which  way  they  come  at  it,  is  very  near  as 
great  a  Villain  as  his  Guefts.  But  if  ne  fleeces 
them  well,  minds  jus  Bufinefs  and  is  a  prudent 
Man,  he  may  get  Money  and  be  punftual  with 
them  he  deals  with :  The  Trufty  Out-Clerk, 
whofe  chief  aim  is  his  Matter's  Profit,  fends 
him  in  what  Beer  he  wants,  and  takes  care  not 
to  lofe  his  Cuftom ;  whillt  the  Man's  Money 
is  good  he  thinks  it  no  Bufinefs  of  his  to  exa- 
mine whom  he  gets  it  by.  In  the  mean  time 
the  Wealthy  Brewer,  who  leaves  all  the  Ma- 
nagement to  his  Servants,  knows  nothing  of 
the  matter,  but  keeps  his  Coach,  treats  his 
Friends,  and  enjoys  his  Pleafure  with  eafe  and 
a  good  Confcience,  he  gets  an  Eftate,  builds 
Houfes,  and  educates  his  Children  in  Plenty, 
without  ever  thinking  on  the  Labour  which 
Wretches  perform,  the  Shifts  Fools  make,  and 
the  Tricks  Knaves  play  to  come  at  the  Com- 
modity by  the  vafl  Sale  of  which  he  amafles 
his  great  Riches. 

A  Highwayman  having  met  with  a confide- 
rable  Booty,  gives  a  poor  common  Harlot,  he 
fancies,  ten  Pounds  to  New  rig  her  from  Top 
to  Toe;  is  there  a  Spruce  Mercer  fo  confcien- 
tious  that  he  will  refufe  to  fell  her  a  Thread 
Sattin,  tho'  he  knew  who  flie  was  ?  She  muft 
have  Shoes  and  Stockings,  Gloves,  the  Stay 
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and  Manteau-maker,  the  Sempftrefs,  the 
Linnen-draper,  all  muft  get  fomething  by  her, 
and  a  hundred  different  Tradefmen  dependent 
on  thofe  fhe  laid  her  Money  out  with,  may 
touch  Part  of  it  before  a  Month  is  at  an  end. 
The  Generous  Gentleman,  in  the  mean  time, 
his  Money  being  near  ff>ent,  ventur'd  again 
on  the  Road,  but  the  Second  3Day  haying 
committed  a  Robbery  near  Highgate,  he  was 
taken  with  one  of  his  Accomplices,  and  the 
next  Seffions  both  were  condemn'd,  and  fuf- 
fer 'd  the  Law.   The  Money  due  on  their 
Conviftion  fell  to  three  Country  Fellows,  on 
whom  it  was  admirably  well  beftow'd.  One 
was  an  Honeft  Farmer,  a  Sober  Pains-taking 
Man,  but  reduced  by  Misfortunes :  The  Sum- 
mer before  by  the  Mortality  among  the  Cat- 
tle he  had  loft  Six  Cows  out  of  Ten,  and  now 
his  Landlord,  to  whom  he  ow'd  Thirty  Pounds, 
had  feiz'd  on  all  his  Stock.   The  other  was 
a  Day-Labourer,  who  ftruggl'd  hard  with  the 
World,  had  a  fick  Wife  at  Home  andfeveral 
fmall  Children  to  provide  for.    The  Third 
was  a  Gentleman's  Gardiner,  who  maintain'd 
his  Father  in  Prifon,  where  being  Bound  for 
a  Neighbour  he  had  lain  for  Twelve  Pounds 
almoft  a  Year  and  a  Half;  this  Aft  of  Filial 
Duty  was  the  more  meritorious,  becaufe  he  had 
for  fome  time  been  engaged  to  a  young  Woman 
whofe  Parents  lived  in  good  Circumftances, 
but  would  not  rive  their  Confent  before 
pur  Gardiner  had  Fifty  Guineas  of  his  own 
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to  fliew.  They  receiv'd  above  Fourfcore 
Pounds  each,  which  extricated  every  one 
of  them  out  of  the  Difficulties  they  laboured 
under,  and  made  them  in  their  Opinion  the 
happieft  People  in  the  World. 

Nothing  is  more  deftruftive,  either  in 
regard  to  the  Health  or  the  Vigilance  and 
Induftry  of  the  Poor  than  the  infamous  Li- 
quor, the  name  of  which,  deriv'd  from  Ju- 
niper-Berries in  'Dutch,  is  now  by  frequent 
ule  and  the  Laconick  Spirit  of  the  Nation, 
from  a  word  of  middling  Length  fhrunk  in- 
to a  Monofyllable,  Intoxicating  Gin,  that 
charms  the  una&ive,  the  defperate  and  craf- 
ty of  either  Sex,  and  makes  the  ftarving  Sot 
behold  his  Rags  and  Nakednefs  with  mipid 
Indolence,  or  banter  both  in  fenfelefs 
Laughter,  and  more  infipid  J  efts;  It  is  a 
fiery  Lake  that  fets  the  Brain  in  Flame, 
burns  up  the  Entrails,  and  fcorches  every 
Part  within ;  and  at  the  fame  time  a  Lethe 
of  Oblivion,  in  which  the  Wretch  immers'd 
drowns  his  moll  pinching  Cares,  and  with 
his  Reafon  all  anxious  Refleftion  on  Brats 
that  cry  for  Food,  hard  Winters,  Frofts,  an4 
horrid  empty  Home. 

In  hot  and  aduft  Tempers  it  makes  Men 
Quarrelfome,  renders  'em  Brutes  and  Savages, 
fets  'em  on  to  Fight  for  nothing,  and  has 
often  been  the  Caufe  of  Murder.  It  has  broke 
and  deftroy'd  the  ftrongeft  Conftitutions, 
thrown  'em  into  Confumptions,  and  been  the 
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fatal  and  immediate  occafion  of  Apoplexies, 
Phrenfies  and  Sudden  Death.  But  as  thefe 
latter  Mifchiefs  happen  but  feldom,  they  might 
be  overlooked  and  conrriv'd  at,  but  this  can- 
hot  be  faid  of  the  many  Difeafes  that  are  fa- 
miliar to  the  Liquor,  and  which  are  daily 
and  hourly  produced  by  it ;  fuch  as  Lofs  of 
Appetite,  Fevers,  Black  and  Yellow  Jaundice, 
Convulfions,  Stone  and  Gravel,  Dropfies, 
and  Leucophlegmacies. 

Among  the  doating  Admirers  of  this  Li- 
quid Poifon,  many  of  the  meanelt  Rank,  from 
a  fincere  AfFeftion  to  the  Commodity  it  felf, 
become  Dealers  in  it,  and  take  delight  to 
help  others  to  what  they  love  themfclves,  as 
Whores  commence  Bawds  to  make  die  Pro- 
fits of  one  Trade  fubfervient  to  the  Pleasures 
of  the  other.  But  as  thefe  Starvelings  com- 
monly drink  more  than  their  Gains,  they  fel- 
dom by  felling  mend  the  wretchednefs  of  Con- 
dition they  laboured  under  whilft  they  were 
only  Buyers.  In  the  Fag-end  and  Out-skirts 
of  the  Town,  and  all  places  of  the  vileft  Re- 
fort,  it  is  fold  in  fome  part  or  other  of  almoft 
every  Houfe,  frequently  in  Cellars,  and  fome- 
times  in  the  Garret.  The  petty  Traders  in 
this  Stygian  Comfort  are  fupply'd  by  others  in 
fomewhat  higher  Station,  that  keep  profefs'd 
Brandy  Shops,  and  are  as  little  to  be  envied  as 
the  former and  among  the  middling  People,  I 
know  not  a  more  miferable  Shift  for  a  Liveli- 
hood then  their  Calling ;  whoever  would  thrive 
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in  it  muft  in  thefirft  place  be  of  a  watchful  and 
fufpicious,  as  well  as  a  bold  and  refolute  Tem- 
per, that  he  may  not  be  impofed  upon  by  Cheats 
and  Sharpers,  nor  out-bully'd  by  the  Oaths  and 
Imprecations  of  Hackney  Coachmen  and  Foot-^ 
Soldiers ;  in  the  fecond,  he  ought  to  be  a  dab- 
fter  at  grofs  Jokes  and  loud  Laughter,  and  have 
all  the  winning  Ways  to  allure  Cuftomers  and 
draw  out  their  Money,  and  be  well-vers'd  in 
the  low  Jells  and  Ralleries  the  Mob  make  ufe 
of  to  banter  Prudence  and  Frugality,  He  muft 
be  affable  and  obfequious  to  the  moft  defpica- 
ble ;  always  ready  and  officious  to  help  a  Por- 
ter down  with  his  Load,  fhake  Hands  with  a 
Basket-Woman,  pull  off  his  Hat  to  an  Oyfter 
W  ench,  and  be  familiar  with  a  Beggar ;  with 
Patience  and  good  Humour  he  miift  be  able 
to  endure  the  filthy  Aftions  and  viler  Lan^ 
guage  of  Nafty  Drabs,  and  the  lewdeft  Rake-, 
hells,  and  without  a  Frown  or  the  leaft  A- 
verfion  bear  with  all  the  Stench  and  Squal- 
lor,  Noife  and  Impertinence  that  the  utmoft 
Indigence,  Lazinefs  and  Ebriety,  can  pro- 
duce in  the  moft  fhamelefs  and  abandon'd 
Vulgar. 

The  vaft  Number  of  the  Shops  I  fpeak  of 
throughout  the  City  and  Suburbs,  are  an 
aftonilhing  Evidence  of  the  many  Seducers, 
that  in  a  Lawful  Occupation  are  acceflary  to 
the  Introduction  and  Increafe  of  all  the  Sloth, 
Sottilhnefs,  Want  and  Mifery,  which  the  Abufe 
of  Strong  Waters  is  the  immediate  Caufe  of,  to 
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lift  Above  Mediocrity  perhaps  half  a  fcore 
Men  that  deal  in  the  lame  Commodity  by 
whplefale,  whilft  among  the  Retailers,  tho* 
qualify'd  as  I  required,  a  much  greater  Num- 
ber are  broke  and  ruin'd,  for  not  abilaining 
from  the  Circean  Cup  they  hold  out  to  others, 
and  the  more  fortunate  are  their  whole  Life 
time  obliged  to  take  the  uncommon  Pains,  en- 
dure the  Hardfliips,  and  fwallow  all  the  un- 
grateful and  fliocking  Things  I  named,  for 
little  or  nothing  beyond  a  bare  Sultenance, 
and  their  daily  Bread. 

The  fliort-fighted  Vulgar  in  the  Chain  of 
Caufes  feldom  can  fee  further  than  one  Link ; 
but  thofe  who  can  enlarge  their  View,  and 
will  give  themfelves  the  Leifure  of  gazing  on 
the  Profped:  of  concatented  Events,  may,  ia 
a  hundred  Places,  fee  Good  fpringup  and.  pul- 
lulate from  Evil]  as  naturally  as  Chickens  do 
from  Eggs.  The  Money  that  arifes  from  the 
Duties  upon  Malt  is  a  confiderable  Part  of 
the  National  Revenue,  and  fhould  no  Spirits 
be  diftill'd  from  it,  the  Tublick  Treafure 
wouldprodigioufly  fuffer  on  that  Head.  But 
if  we  would  fet  in  a  true  Light  the  many  Ad- 
vantages, and  large  Catalogue  of  folid  Blef- 
fings  that  accrue  from,  ana  are  owing  to  the 
EvU  I  treat  off,  we  are  to  confider  the  Rents 
that  are  received,  the  Ground  that  is  tilTd, 
the  Tools  that  are  made,  the  Cattle  that  are 
employed,  and  above  all,  the  Multitude  of  Poor 
that  are  maintain'd,  by  the  Variety  of  La- 
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bour,  required  in  Husbandry,  in  Malting,  in 
Carriage  and  Diftillation,  before  we  can  nave 
that  Produft  of  Malt,  which  we  call  Low 
fVines7  and  is  but  the  Beginning  from  which 
the  various  Spirits  are  afterwards  to  be  made. 

Befides  this,  a  fliarp-fighted  good-humour'd 
Man  might  pick  up  abundance  of  Good  from 
the  Rubbifli,  which  I  have  all  flung  away  for 
Evil.  He  would  tell  me,  that  whatever  Sloth 
and  Sottiflinefs  might  be  occafion'd  by  the  A- 
bufe  of  Malt-Spirits,  the  moderate  Ufe  of  it 
was  of  ineftimable  Benefit  to  the  Poor,  who 
could  purchafe  no  Cordials  of  higher  Prices, 
that  it  was  an  univerfal  Comfort,  not  only  in 
Cold  and  Wearinpfs,  butmoftof  the  Affli&ions 
that  are  peculiar  to  the  Neceffitous,  and  had 
often  to  the  raoft  deftitute  fupply'd  the  Places 
of  Meat,  Drink,  Cloaths,  and  Lodging. 
*  That  the  ftupid  Indolence  in  the  moil  wretch- 
ed Condition  occafion'd  by  thofe  compofing 
Draughts,  which  I  complain'd  of,  was  a  Ble£ 
fing  to  Thoufands,  for  that  certainly  thofe 
were  the  happieft,  who  felt  the  leaft  Pain.  As 
to  Difeafes,  ne  would  fay,,  that,  as  it  caufed 
fome,  fo  it  cured  others,  and  that  if  the  Ex- 
cefs  in  thofe  Liquors  had  been  fudden  Death 
to  fome  few,  the  Habit  of  drinking  them 
daily  prolong'd  the  Lives  of  many,  whom 
once  it  agreed  with ;  that  for  the  Lofs  fuf- 
taind  from  the  infignificant  Quarrels  it  created 
at  home,  we  were  overpaid  in  the  Advantage 
we  receiv'd  from  it  abroad,  by  upholding  the 
-       '  Courage 
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Courage  of  Soldiers,  and  animating  the  Sail- 
ors t6  the  Combat ;  and  that  in  the  two  laft 
Wars  no  considerable  Vi&ory  had  been  ob- 
tain^ without. 

To  the  difmal  Account  I  have  given  of  the 
Retailers,  and  what  they  are  fore  d  to  fubmit 
to,  he  would  anfwer,  that  not  many  acquired 
more  than  middling  Riches  in  any  Trade,  and 
that  what  I  had  counted  fo  ofFenfive  and  in- 
tolerable in  the  Calling,  was  trifling  to  thofe 
who  were  ufed  to  it ;  that  what  feem'd  irk- 
fome  and  calamitous  to  fome,  was  delightfijl 
and  often  ravifliing  to  others ;  as  Men  differed 
in  Circumitances  and  Education.  He  would 
put  me  in  mind,  that  the  Profit  of  an  Em- 
ployment ever  made  amends  for  the  Toil  and 
Laoour  that  belonged  to  it,  hor  forget, 
(is  odor  lucri  e  re  qualibet ;  or  to  tell  me, 
that  the  Smell  of  Gain  was  fragrant  even  to 
Night-Workers. 

if  I  fliould  ever  urge  to  him,  that  to  have 
here  and  there  one  great  and  eminent  Diftiller 
was  a  poor  Equivalent  for  the  vile  Means,  the 
certain  Want,  and  laiting  Mifery  of  fo  many 
thoufand  Wretches,  as  were  neceflary  to  raiie 
them,  he  would  anfwer,  that  of  this  I  could 
be  no  Judge,  becaufe  I  don't  know  what  vail 
Benefit  they  might  afterwards  be  of  to  the 
Commonwealth.  Perhaps  would  he  fay,  the 
Man  thus  rais'd  will  exert  himfelf  in  the  Corn- 
million  of  the  Peace,  or  other  Station,  with 
Vigilance  and  Zeal  agsunft  the  Diflblute  and 
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Difaffe&ed,  and  retaining  his  ftirring  Temper, 
be  as  induftrious  in  fpreading  Loyalty,  and 
the  Reformation  of  Manners  throughout  e- 
very/c^^iny  of  the  wide  populous  Town,  as 
once  he  was  in  filling  it  with  Spirits :  till  he  be- 
comes at  laft  the  Scourge  of  Whores,  of  Va- 
gabonds and  Beggars,  the  Terrour  of  Rioters 
and  difcontented  Rabbles,  and  conftant  Plague 
to  Sabbath-breaking  Butchers.  Here  my 
good-humour'd  Antagonift  would  Exult  and 
Triumph  over  me,  efpecialfy  if  he  could  in- 
ftartce  to  me  fuch  a  bright  Example.  What 
an  uncommon  Bleffing,  would  he  cry  out,  is 
this  Man  to  his  Country !  how  fhining  and 
illuftrious  his  Virtue } 

To  juftify  his  Exclamation  he  would  de- 
monftrate  to  me,  that  it  was  inipoflible  to 
give  a  fuller  Evidence  of  Self-denial  in  a 
grateful  Mind,  than  to  fee  him,  at  the  expence 
of  his  Quiet  and  hazard  of  his  Life  and 
Limbs,  be  always  harrafing,  and  even  for 
Trifles  perfecuting  that  very  Clafs  of  Men 
to  whom  he  owes  his  Fortune,  from  no  o- 
ther  Motive  than  his  Averfion  to  Idlenefs, 
and  great  concern  for  Religion  and  the  Pub- 
lick  Welfare. 
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Affift  each  other,   as  'twere  fir  JpTght. 

Tage  io,    Z,/**  5". 

»       •   •  • 

•  *  * 

"^"Othing  was  more  inftrumental  in  for- 
-L^1  warding  the  Reformation,  than  the  Sloth 
and  Stupidity  of  the  Roman  Clergy ;  yet  the 
fame  Reformation  has  rous'd  'em  from  the 
Lazinefs  and  Ignoranee  they  then  labour'd 
tinder ;  and  the  Followers  of  Luther,  Calvin, 
and  others,  may  be  faid  to  have  reform 'd  not 
only  thofe  whom  they  drew  in  to  their  Senti- 
ments, but  likewife  thofe  who  remain'd  their 
greatest  Oppofers.  The  Clergy  of  England 
by  being  feVere  upon  the  Schifmaticks,  and  up- 
braiding them  with  want  of  Learning,  have 
raifed  themfelves  fuch  formidable  Enemies 
as  are  not  eafily  anfwer'd ;  and  again,  the 
Diffenters  by  prying  into  the  Lives,  and  dili- 
gently watching  all  the  Aftions  of  their  pow- 
erful Antagonifts,  render  thofe  of  the  Elta- 
blifli'd  Church  more  cautious  of  giving  Of- 
fence, than  in  all  probability  they  would,  if 
they  had  no  malicious  Over-lookers  to  fear. 
It  is  very  much  owing  to  the  great  number  of 
Hugonots  that  have  always  been  in  France, 
fince  the  late  utter  Extirpation  of  them, 
that  that  Kingdom  has  a  left  diffolute  and 
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more  learned  Clergy  to  boafl  of  than  any  o- 
ther  Roman  Catbolick  Country.  The  Clergy 
of  that  Church  are  no  where  more  Sovereign 
than  in  Italy,  and  therefore  no  where  more 
debauch'd ;  nor  any  where  more  Ignorant 
than  they  are  in  Spain,  becaufe  their  Do&rine 
is  no  where  lefs  oppos'd, 

Who  would  imagine,  that  Virtuous  Wo- 
men, unknowingly  Ihould  be  inftrumental  in 
promoting  the  Advantage  of  Proltitutes  ?  Or 
(what  ftill  feems  the  greater  Paradox)  that 
Incontinence  ftiould  be  made  ferviceable  to  the 
Prefervation  of  Chaftity  ?  And  yet  nothing 
is  more  true.   A  vicious  young  Fellow,  after 
having  been  an  Hour  or  two  at  Church,  a 
Ball,  or  any  other  Aflembly,  where  there  is  a 
great  parcel  of  handfome  Women  drefs'd  to 
the  bell  Advantage,  will  have  his  Imagination 
more  fired  than  tf  he  had  the  fame  time  been 
Poling  Tit  Guildhall,  or  walking  in  the  Country 
among  a  Flock  of  Sheep.    The  confequence 
of  this  is,  that  he'll  ftrive  to  fatisfy  the  Appe- 
tite that  is  raifed  in  him;  and  wnen  he  hnds 
honeft  Women  obftinate  and  uncoma table, 
'tis  very  natural  to  think,  that  he'll  haften  to 
others  that  are  more  compliable.  Who  wou'd 
fo  much  as  furmife,  that  this  is  the  Fault  of 
the  Virtuous  Women?    They  have  no 
Thoughts  of  Men  in  dreffing  themfelves,  - 
Poor  Souls,  and  endeavour  only  to  appear 
clean  and  decent,   every  one  according  to 
her  Quality.  
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I  am  far  from  encouraging  Vice,  and  think 
it  would  be  an  unfpeakable  Felicity  to  a  State, 
if  the  Sin  of  Uncleannefs  could  be  utterly  Ba- 
nifti'd  from  it;  but  I  am  afraid  itisimpoffibler 
The  Paflions  of  fome  People  are  too  violent 
to  be  curb'd  by  any  Law  or  Precept ;  and  it 
is  Wifdom  in  all  Governments  to  Dear  with 
Ieffer  Inconveniencies  to  prevent  greater. 
If  Courtezans  and  Strumpets  were  to  be  pro- 
fecuted  with  as  much  Rigour  as  fome  filly 
People  would  have  it,  what  Locks  or  Bars 
would  be  fufficient  to  preferve  the  Honour 
of  our  Wives  and  Daughters?  For  'tis  not 
only  that  the  Women  in  general  would  meet 
with  far  greater  Temptations,  and  the  At- 
tempts to  enfnare  the  Innocence  of  Virgins 
would  feem  more  excufable  even  to  the  fooer 
part  of  Mankind  than  they  do  now:  But 
fome  Men  would  grow  outragious,  and  Ra- 
vifliing  would  become  a  common  Crime. 
Where  fix  or  feven  Thoufand  Sailors  arrive 
at  once,  as  it  often  happens  at  Amfterdamy 
that  have  feen  none  but  their  own  Sex  for 
many  Months  together,  how  is  it  to  be  fup- 
pos'a  that  honeft  Women  fhould  walk  the 
Streets  unmolefted,  if  there  were  no  Harlots 
to  be  had  at  reafonable  Prices  ?  For  which 
Reafon  the  Wife  Rulers  of  that  well-order'd 
City  always  tolerate  an  uncertain  number  of 
Houfes,  in  which  Women  are  hir'd  as  pub- 
lickly  as  Horfes  at  a  Livery  Stable ;  and 
there  being  in  this  Toleration  a  great  deal  of 
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Prudence  and  Oeconomy  to  be  feen,  a  lh6rf 
Account  of  it  will  be  no  tirefome  digreffioni 
In  the  firft  place  the  Houfes  I  fpeak  of  are 
allow'd  to  be  no  where  but  in  tne  moft  flo- 
venly  and  unpolifti'd  part  of  the  Town, 
where  Seamen  and  Strangers  of  no  Repute 
chiefly  Lodge  and  Refort.  The  Street  in 
which  moft  of  them  (land  is  counted  fcanda- 
lous,  and  the  Infamy  is  extended  to  all  the 
Neighbourhood  round  it.  In  the  fecond, 
they  are  only  Places  to  meet  and  bargain  in, 
to  make  Appointments,  in  order  to  promote 
Interviews  of  greater  Secrecy,  and  no  manner 
of  Lewdnefs  is  ever  fuffer  a  to  be  tranfafted 
in  them ;  which  Order  is  fo  ftriftly  obferv'd, 
that  bar  the  ill  Manners  and  Noife  of  the 
Company  that  frequent  them,  you'll  meet  with 
no  more  Indecency,  and  generally  lefs  Lafci- 
vioufiiefs  there,  than  with  us  are  to  be  feen  at 
a  Playhoufe.  Thirdly,  the  Female  Traders 
that  come  to  thefe  Evening  Exchanges  are 
always  the  Scum  of  the  People,  and  generally 
fuch  as  in  the  Day  time  carry  Fruit  and  other 
Eatables  about  in  W  heel-Barrows.  The  Habits 
indeed  they  appear  in  at  Night  are  very  diffe- 
rent from  their  ordinary  ones ;  yet  they  are 
commonly  fo  ridiculoufly  Gay ,  that  they  look 
more  like  the  Roman  DrefTes  of  ftroling  Aft- 
refles  than  Gentlewomen's  Cloaths:  If  to  this 
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courfe  breeding  of  the  Damfels  that  wear  them, 
there  is  no  great  Reafon  to  fear,  that  many  of 
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the  better  fort  of  People  will  be  tempted  . 
by  them. 

The  Mufick  in  thefe  Temples  of  Venus  is 
perfom'd  by  Organs,  not  out  of  Refped  to 
the  Deity  that  is  worftiip'd  in  them,  but  the 
frugality  of  the  Owners,  whofe  Bufinefs  it  is 
to  procure  as  much  Sound  for  as  little  Money 
as  they  can,  and  the  Policy  of  the  Government , 
who  endeavour  as  little  as  is  pollible  to  encou- 
rage the  Breed  of  Pipers  and  Scrapers.  All  Sea- 
faring Men,  efpecially  the  Dutch,  are  like 
the  Element  they  belong  to,  much  given  to 
loudnefs  and  roaring,  and  the  Noife  of  half  a 
dozen  of  them,  when  they  call  themfelvcs 
Merry,  is  fufficient  to  drown  twice  the  num- 
ber of  Flutes  or  Violins;  w'hereas  with  one 

fair. of  Organs  they  can  make  the  whole 
loufe  ring,  and  are  at  no  other  Charge  than 
the  keeping  of  one  fcurvy  Mufician,  which 
can  coft  them  but  little ;  yet  notwithstanding 
the  good  Rules  and  ftritt  Difcipline  that  are 
obferv'd  in  thefe  Markets  of  Love,  theScbottt 
and  his  Officers  are  ahvays  vexing,  mul&ing, 
and  upon  the  leaft  Complaint  .ermvirg  the 
miferable  Keepers  of  them:  Which  Policy 
is  of  two  great  ufes ;  fir  ft  it  gives  an  oppor- 
tunity to  a  large  parcel  of  Officers,  the  Ma- 
giftrates  make  ufe  of  on  many  Occafiohs,  and 
which  they  could  not  be  without,  to  fqueeze 
a  Living  out  of  the  immoderate  Gains  accru- 
ing from  the  iVorft  of  Employments,  and  at 
the  fame  time  puniih  thofe  neceffary  Profli- 

H  gates, 


Digitized 


9 8  Remark  (H.) 

gates  the  Bawds  and  Panders,  which,  tho'  they 
abominate,  they  defire  yet  not  wholly  to  de-> 
{troy.  Secondly,  as  on  feveral  accounts  it 
might  be  dangerous  to  let  the  Multitude  into 
the  Secret,  that  thofe  Houles  and  the  Trade 
this  is  drove  in  them  are  conniv'd  at,  fo  by 
this  means  appearing  unblameable,  the  wary 
MagHtrates  preicrve  themfelves  in  the  good 
Opinion  of  the  weaker  fort  of  People,  who 
imagine  that  the  Government  is  always  endea- 
vouring, tho'  unable,  to  fupprefs  w  hat  it  ac- 
tually tolerates:  Whereas  if  they  had  a  mind 
to  rout  them  out,  their  Powder  in  the  Admi- 
niltration  of  Jultice  is  fo  fovcreign  and  exten- 
five,  and  they  know  fo  well  how  to  have  it 
executed,  that  one  Week,  nay  one  Night, 
might  fend  them  all  a  packing. 

In  Italy  the  Toleration  of  Strumpets  is  yet 
more  barefae'd,  as  is  evident  from  their  pub- 
lick  Stew7s.  At  V mice  and  Naples  Impurity 
is  a  kind  of  Merchandize  and  Traffick ;  the 
Courtezans  at  Rome,  and  the  Cantoneras  in 
Spain,  compofe  a  Body  in  the  State,  and  are 
under  a  Legal  Tax  and  Impolt.  'Tis  well 
known,  that  the  Reafon  w7hy  fo  many  good 
Politicians  as  thefe  tollerate  Lewd  Houfes, 
is  not  their  Irreligion,  but  to  prevent  a  worfe 
Evil,  an  Impurity  of  a  more  execrable  kind, 
and  to  provide  for  the  Safety  of  Women  of 
Honour.  About  Two  Hundred  and  Fifty 
Tears  ago,  fays  Monfieur  ds  St.  cDidier,  Ve- 
nice being  in  want  of  Courtezans,  the  Repub- 
lic k 
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lick  was  obliged  to  procure  a  great  number 
from  Foreign  Tarts.  Doglioni,  who  has 
written  the  memorable  Aflairs  of  Venice* 
highly  extols  the  W  iidom  of  the  Republick 
in  this  Point,  which  fecured  the  Chaltity  of 
Women  of  Honour  daily  expofed  to  publick 
Violences,  the  Cuarches  and  Coniecrated 
Places  not  being  a  fufficient  Azylum  for  their 
Chaltity. 

Our  Univerfities  in  is/^/Waremuchbely'd 
if  in  fome  Colleges  there  was  not  a  Monthly 
Allowance  ad  expurgandos  Renes:  and  time 
was  when  the  Monks  and  Prielts  in  Germany 
were  allow'd  Concubines  on  paying  a  certain 
Yearly  Duty  to  their  Prelate.    Tis  generally 
believ'd,  fays  Monfier  Bayle,  (to  whom  I  owe 
the  laft  Paragraph)  that  Avarice  was  the 
Caufe  of  this  Jhameful  Indulgence ;   but  it  is 
more  probable  their  defign  was  to  prevent 
their  tempting  modefi  Women,  and  to  quiet 
the  uneapnefs  of  Husbands,   who/e  RefenU 
ments  the  Clergy  do  well  to  avoid.  From 
what  has  been  faid  it  is  manifefl,  that  there  is 
a  Neceflity  of  facrififmg  one  part  of  Woman- 
kind to  preferve  the  other,  and  prevent  a  Fil- 
thinefs  of  a  more  heinous  Nature.  From 
whence  I  think  I  may  iultly  conclude  (what 
was  the  feemins  Paradox  I  went  about  to 
prove)  that  Chaltity  may  be  fupported  by  In- 
continence, and  the  belt  of  Virtues  want  the 
Aflillance  of  the  worll  of  Vices. 
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(T.J  The  Root  of  Evil,  Avarice, 

That  damnd  ill-natur'd  baneful  Vice r 

:  .   Was  Slave  to  "Prodigality.  '  . 

Tage  10.    Line  9. 


IHave  joyn'd  fo  many  odious  Epithets  to 
the  Word  Avarice,  incompliance  to  the 
Vogue  of  Mankind,  who  generally  beftow 
more  ill  Language  upon  this  than  upon  any  o- 
ther  Vice;  and  indeed  not  undefervedly ; 
for  there  is  hardly  a  Mifchief  to  be  named 
which  it  has  not  produced  at  one  time  or  o  • 
ther :  But  the  true  Reafon  why  every  Body 
exclaims  fo  much  againft  it,  is,  that  almoft  e- 
very  Body  fufters  by  it ;  for  the  more  the  Mo- 
ney is  hoarded  up  by  fome, '  the  fcarcer  it  mull 
grow  among  the  reft,  and  therefore  when 
men  rail  very  much  at  Mifers  there  is  ge- 
nerally Sclf-Intereft  at  Bottom. 

As  there  is  no  living  without  Money,  fo 
thofc  that  are  unprovided,  and  have  no  Body 
to  give  them  any,  are  oblig'd  to  do  fome  Ser- 
vice or  other  to  the  Society,  before  they  can 
come  at  it ;  but  every  Body  elteeming  his  La- 
bour as  he  does  himfelf,  which  is  generally 
not  under  the  Value,  moft  People  that  want 
Money  onlytofpendit  again  prefentlv,  imagine 
they  do  more  for  it  than  it  is  worth.  Men  can't 
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forbear  looking  upon  the  Ncceflaries  of  Life 
as  their  due,  whether  they  work  or  not ;  be- 
caufe  they  find  that  Nature,  without  confu- 
ting whether  they  have  Viftuals  or  not,  bids 
them  eat  whenever  they  are  hungry;  for 
which  Reafon  every  Body  endeavours*  to  get 
what  he  wants  with  as  much  Eale  as  he  can  ; 
and  therefore  when  Men  find  that  the  trouble 
they  are  put  to  in  getting  Money  is  either 
more  or  lefs,  according  as  thofe  they  would 
have  it  from  are  more  or  lefs  tenacious,  it  is 
very  natural  for  them  to  be  angry  at  Cove- 
toufnefs  in  general ;  for  it  obliges  them  either 
to  go  without  what  they  have  occafion  for, 
or  elfe  to  take  greater  Pains  for  it  than  they 
are  willing. 

Avarice,  notwithstanding  it  is  the  occafion 
of  fo  many  Evils,  is  yet  very  neceflary  to  the 
Society,  to  glean  and  gather  what  has  been 
dropt  and  icatter'd  by  the  contrary  Vice. 
Was  it  not  for  Avarice,  Spendthrifts  would 
foon  want  Materials;  and  if  none  would  lay 
up  and  get  fafter  than  they  fpend,  very  few 
could  fpend  fafter  than  they  get/That  it  is  a  Slave 
to  Prodigality,  as  I  have  calfd  it,  is  evident 
from  fo  many  Mifers  as  we  daily  fee  toil  and 
labour,  pinch  and  llarve  themfclves  to  enrich 
a  lavifh  Heir,  Tho'  thefe  two  Vices  appear 
very  oppofite,  yet  they  often  aflift  each  other. 
F lor  to  is  an  extravagant  young  Blade,  of  a 
very  profufe  Temper;  as  he  is  the  only  Son 
of  a  very  rich  Father,  he  wants  to  live  high, 
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keep  Horfes  and  Dogs,  and  throw  his  Money 
about,  as  he  fees  fome  of  his  Companions  do ; 
but  the  old  Hunks  will  part  with  no  Money, 
and  hardly  allows  him  Neceflarfes.  Florio 
would  have  borrow'd  Money  upon  his 
own  Credit  long  ago ;  but  as  all  would  be 
loll,  if  he  died  before  his  Father,  no  prudent 
Man  would  lend  him  any.  At  laft  he  has  met 
with  the  greedy  Cornaro,  who  lets  him  have 
Money  at  Thirty  per  Cent,  and  now  Florio 
thinks  himfclf  happy,  and  fpendsaThoufand 
a  Year.  Where  would  Cornaro  ever  have 
got  fuch  a  prodigious  Interell,  if  it  was  not 
for  fuch  a  Fool  as  Florio,  who  will  give  fo 
great  a  price  for  Money  to  fling  it  away  ? 
And  how  would  Florio  get  it  to  fpend,  if  he 
had  not  lit  of  fuch  a  greedy  Ufurer  as  Corna- 
ro, whole  exceflive  Covetoufnefs  makes  him 
overlook  the  great  Rifque  he  runs  in  ventu- 
ring fuch  great  Sums  upon  the  Life  of  a  wild 
Debauchee. 

Avarice  is  no  longer  the  Reverfe  of  Pro- 
fufenefs,  than  whilll  it  fignifies  that  fordid 
love  of  Money,  and  narrownefs  of  Soul  that 
hinders  Mifers  from  parting  with  what  they 
have,  and  makes  them  covet  it  only  to  hoard 
up.  But  there  is  a  fort  of  Avarice  which 
confifts  in  a  greedy  defire  of  Riches,  in  or- 
der to  fpend  them,  and  this  often  meets  with 
Prodigality  in  the  fame  Perfons,  as  is  evident 
in  molt  Courtiers  and  great  Officers,  both 
Civil  and  Military.     In  their  Buildings  and 
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Furniture,  Equipages  and  Entertainments, 
their  Gallantry  is  difplay'd  with  the  greatelt 
Profulion ;  whilft  the  bafe  Aftions  they  fub- 
mit  to  for  Lucre,  and  the  many  Frauds  and 
Impoiitions  they  are  guilty  of  difcover  the  ut- 
moit  Avarice.  This  mixture  of  contrary  Vi- 
ces comes  up  exactly  to  the  Character  of  Ca- 
taline,  of  whom  it  is  faid,  that  he  was  effe- 
te** alicm  &  fid  frofufus,  greedy  after  the 
Goods  of  others  and  lavifh  of  his  own. 


(K.J  That  noble  Sitt~  

Tage  10.   Line  12. 

THE  Prodigality,  I  call  a  noble  Sin,  is  not 
that  which  has  Avarice  for  its  Compa- 
nion, and  makes  Men  unreafonably  profufe 
to  fome  of  what  they  unjuttly  extort  from  o- 
thers,  but  that  agreeable  goad-natur'd  Vice 
that  makes  the  Chimney  imoak,  and  all  the 
Tradefmen  fmile ;  I  mean  the  unmix'd  Pro- 
digality of  heedlcfs  and  Voluptuous  Men, 
that  being  educated  in  Plenty,  abhor  the  vile 
Thoughts  of  Lucre,  and  lavifh  away  only 
what  others  took  pains  to  fcrape  together; 
fuch  as  indulge  their  Inclinations  at  their  own 
Expence,  that  have  the  continual  Satisfaction 
of  bartering  Old  Gold  for  new  Pleafures, 
and  from  the  exceffive  largenefs  of  a  diflufive 
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Soul,  are  made  guilty  of  defpifmg  too  much 
what  molt  People  over-value. 

When  I  fpeak  thus  honourably  of  this  Vice, 
and  treat  it  with  fo  much  Tendernefs  and 
good  Manners  as  I  do,  I  have  the  fame  thing 
at  Heart  that  made  me  give  fo  many  111  Names 
to  the  Reverfe  of  it,  viz.    the  Intereft  of 
the  Publick ;  for  as  the  Avaricious  does  no 
good  to  himfelf,  and  is  injurious  to  all  the 
World  befides,  except  his  Heir,  fo  the  Pro^ 
digal  is  a  Blelfingto  the  whole  Society,  and  in- 
jures no  body  but  himfelf.  It  is  true,  that  as 
molt  of  the  firft  arc  Knaves,  fo  the  latter 
are  all  Fools ;  yet  they  are  delicious  Morfels 
for  the  Publick  to  fealt  on,  and  may  with  as 
much  Juftice  as  the  French  call  the  Monks 
the  Partridges  of  the  Women,  be  lliled  the 
Woodcocks  of  the  Society.    Was  it  not  for 
Prodigality,  nothing  could  make  us  amends 
for  the  Rapine  and  Extortion  of  Avarice  in 
Power.    When  a  Covetous  Statefmanisgone, 
who  fpent  his  whole  Life  in  fat  ning  himfelf 
with  the  Spoils  of  the  Nation,  and  had  by 
pinching  and  plundering  heap'd  up  an  im- 
menfe  Treafure,  it  ought  to  fill  every  good 
Member  of  the  Society  with  Joy,  to  behold 
the  uncommon  Profufenefs  of  his  Son.  This  is 
refunding  to  the  Publick  what  was  robb'd  from 
it.   Refuming  of  Grants  is  a  barbarous  way  of 
ftripping,  and  it  is  ignoble  to  ruin  aManfafter 
than  he  does  it  himfelf,  when  hefets  about  it  in 
fuch  good  earnelt.  Does  he  not  feed  an  infinite 
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aumber  of  Dogs  of  all  forts  and  fizes,  tho 
he  never  hunts;  keep  more  Horfes  than  any 
Nobleman  in  the  Kingdom,  tho'  he  never 
Rides  'em,  and  give  as  large  an  allowance  to 
an  ill-favour'd  W  hore  as  would  keep  a  Dut- 
chefs,  tho'  he  never  lies  with  her  ?  is  he  not 
ftill  more  extravagant  in  thofe  things  he  makes 
ufe  of?  Therefore  let  him  alone,  or  praife  him, 
call  him  Publick-fpirited  Lord,  nobly  bounty 
ful  and  magnificently  generous,  and  in  a  few 
Years  he'll  fuffer  himfelf  to  be  ftript  his  own 
way.  •  As  long  as  the  Nation  has  its  own  back 
again,  we  ought  not  to  quarrel  with  the  man- 
ner in  which  the  Plunder  is  repay'd. 

Abundance  of  moderate  Men  I  know  that 
are  Enemies  to  Extreams  will  tell  me,  that 
Frugality  might  happily  fupply  the  Place  of 
the  two  Vices  I  fpeak  of,  that,  if  Men  had 
not  fo  m^ny  profiife  ways    of  fpending 
Wealth,  they  would  not  be  tempted  to  fo 
many  evil  Fraftices  to  fcrape  it  together, 
and  consequently  that  the  fame  nujnber  of 
Men  by  equally  avoiding  both  Extreams, 
might  render  themfelves  more  happy,  and  be 
lefs  vicious  without  than  they  could  with 
them.    Whoever  argues  thus  ftiews  himfelf  a 
better  Man  than  he  is  a  Politician.  Frugality 
is  like  Honefty,  a  mean  ftarving  Virtue,  that 
is  only  fit  for  fmall  Societies  of  good  peaceable 
Men,  who  are  contented  to  be  poor  fo  they 
may  be  eafy;  but  in  a  large  ihrring  Nation 
you  may  h*ve  foon  enough  of  it.   "lis  an  idle 
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dreaming  Virtue  that  employs  no  Hands,  and 
therefore  very  ufelefs  in  a  trading  Country, 
where  there  are  vaft  numbers  that  one  way  or 
other  mull  be  all  fct  to  Work.  Prodigality 
has  a  thoufand  Inventions  to  keep  People  from 
fitting  ftill,  that  Frugality  would  never  think 
of;  and  as  this  mult  confume  a  prodigious 
Wealth,  fo  Avarice  again  knows  innumerable 
Tricks  to  rake  it  together,  which  Frugality 
would  fcorn  to  make  ufe  of. 

Authors  are  always  allow'd  to  compare 
fmall  things  to  great  ones,  efpecially  if  they 
ask  leave  firft.  Si  licet  exemplify  &c.  but 
to  compare  great  things  to  mean  trivial  ones 
is  infufferable,  unlefs  it  be  in  Burlefque; 
otherwife  I  would  compare  the  Body  Politick 
(I  confefs  the  Simile  is  very  low)  to  a  Bowl 
of  Punch.  Avarice  Ihould  be  the  fow  ring, 
and  Prodigality  the  fweetning  of  it.  The 
Water  Iwou'd  call  the  Ignorance,  Folly  and 
Credulity  of  the  floating  infipid  Multitude ; 
whilft  Wifdom,  Honour,  Fortitude  and  the 
reft  of  the  fublime  Qualities  of  Men,  which 
feparated  by  Art  from  the  Dregs  of  Nature, 
the  fire  of  Glory  has  exalted  and  refin'd  into 
a  Spiritual  Eflence,  Ihould  be  an  equivalent 
to  Brandy.  I  don't  doubt  but  a  weftphd- 
lion,  Lap  lander  i  or  any  other  dull  Stranger 
that  is  unacquainted  with  the  wholefome  Com- 
pofition,  if  he  was  to  tafte  the  feveral  Ingre- 
dients apart,  would  think  it  impotfible  they 

Ihould  make  any  tolerable  Liquon   The  Le- 
mons 
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mons  would  be  too  fower,  the  Sugar  too 
lufcious,  the  Brandy  he'll  fay  is  too  ftrong  e<> 
ver  to  be  drank  in  any  quantity,  and  the 
W  ater  he'll  call  a  talteleis  Liquor  only  fit  for 
Cows  and  Horfes :  Yet  Experience  teaches 
us,  that  the  Ingredients  I  named  judicioufly 
mixt,  will  make  an  excellent  Liquor,  lik'd  of 
and  admir'd  by  Men  of  exquifite  Palates. 
-  As  to  our  two  Vices  in  particular,  I  could 
compare  Avarice,  that  caufes  fo  much  Mif- 
chief,  and  is  complain'd  of  by  every  body  whb 
is  not  a  Mifer,  to  a  griping  Acid  that  fets 
our  Teeth  on  edge,  and  is  unpleafant  to  eve- 
ry Palate  that  is  not  debauch'd :  I  could  com- 
pare the  gaudy  Trimming  and  fplendid  Equi- 
page of  a  profufe  Beau,  to  the  gliftning  bright- 
ness of  the  finefl:  Loaf  Sugar ;  for  as  the  one 
by  correcting  the  fbarpnels  prevents  the  In- 
juries which  a  gnawing  Sower  might  do  to  the 
Bowels,  fo  the  other  is  a  pleaiing  Balfam 
that  heals  and  makes  amends  for  the  fmart, 
which  the  Multitude  always  fuffcrs  from  the 
Gripes  of  the  Avaricious;  whillt  the  Subftan- 
ces  of  both  melt  away  alike,  and  they  con- 
fume  themfelves  by  bqpg  beneficial  to  the 
feveral  Compositions  they  belong  to.  I  could 
carry  on  the  Simile  as  to  proportions,  and  the 
exad:  nicety  to  be  obferv'd  in  them,  which 
would  make  it  appear  how  little  any  of  the 
Ingredients  could  be  fpared  in  either  of  the 
Mixtures ;  But  I  will  not  tire  my  Reader  by 
purfuingtoo  far  a  ludicrous  Comparifon> when 
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itrL°th?    MattCrS  t0  entert3in  h™  With 

ot  greater  Importance  j  and  to  fum  up  what 

1  nave  laid  in  this  and  the  foregoing  Remark 
fc»«  Y  add,  that  I  look  uPogn  SiSSd 
LntrfJ1?  lnrthe.So^ty  as  I  do  upon  two 

certain 7tU?*?*m  Phyfick'  of  wh'ch  ic  is 

2  hfu-th,e  noxious  <Jualities  being  by 

alhlt  each  other,  and  often  make  a  good  Me- 
dicine between  them.  8 
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fVhiljl  Luxury 
Employ d  a  Million  of  the  Toor,  &c. 

*  •  * 

-    »  P^J*  IO.     £/W  12, 

i^SLttS? t0be  Luxur^/as  in  ftr^nefs 
TO  that  1S  not  immed  atelv  neceflarv 

2  *  fub™  -  he  is  a  KvmJSSK 
thereis  nothing  elfe  to  be  found  in  the  World 

!1°K.ftevcn  among  the  naked  Savages;  of 

wW  K  that  there  «  but 

what  by  this  time  have  made  fome  Improve- 
ments upon  their  former  manner  of  Livine  • 
and  either  m  the  preparation  of  their  Eatables 
the  ordering  of  their  Huts,  or  otherwife  added 
fomething  to  what  once  fufficed  them  This 
definition  every  body  will  fay  is  too  rigorous ; 
I  am  of  the  fame  Opinion ;  but  if  we  are  to  abate 
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6ne  Inch  of  this  Severity,  I  am  afraid  we 
flian't  know  where  to  flop.  When  People  tell 
us  they  only  defire  to  keep  themfelves  fweet 
!  and  clean,  there  is  no  underftanding  what  they 
|  would  be  at ;  if  they  made  ufe  of  thefe  W  ords 
-  in  their  genuine  proper  literal  Senfe,  they 
might  foon  be  fatisfy'd  without  much 
coft  or  trouble,  if  they  did  not  want  Water: 
But  thefe  two  little  Adjectives  are  fo  compre- 
henfive,  efpccially  in  the  Dialeft  of  fome  La- 
dies, that  no  body  can  guefs  how  far  they 
may  be  ftretcht.  The  Comforts  of  Life  are 
likewife  fo  various  and  extenfive,  that  no  bo- 
dy can  tell  what  People  mean  by  them,  except 
he  knows  what  fort  of  L  ife  they  lead.  The 
fame  obfeurity  I  obferve  in  the  words  Decen- 
cy and  Conveniency,  and  I  never  underitand 
them  unlefs  I  am  acquainted  with  the  Quality 
of  the  Perfons  that  make  ufe  of  them.  Peo- 
ple may  go  to  Church  together,  and  be  all 
of  one  Mind  as  much  as  they  pleafe,  I  am  apt 
to  believe  that  when  they  pray  for  their  dai- 
ly Bread,  the  Bilhop  includes  ieveral  things  in 
that  Petition  which  the  Sexton  does  not 
think  on. 

By  what  I  have  faid  hitherto  I  would  only 
fliew,thatif  once  we  depart  from  calling  every 
thing  Luxury  that  is  not  abfolutely  neceffary  to 
keep  a  Man  alive,  that  then  there  is  no  Luxury 
at  all ;  for  if  the  wants  of  Men  are  innumerable, 
then  what  ought  to  fupply  themhasno  bounds  ; 
what  is  call 'd  fuperfluous  to  fome  degree  of 
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People,  will  be  thought  requifite  to  thofe  of 
higher  Quality;  and  neither  the  World  nor 
the  Skill  of  Man  can  produce  any  tiling  fo 
curious  or  extravagant,  but  fome  moft  Graci- 
ous Sovereign  or  other,  if  it  either  eafes  or 
diverts  him,  will  reckon  it  among  the  Necef- 
farics  of  Life ;  not  meaning  every  Body's  Life, 
but  that  of  his  Sacred  Peiion. 

It  is  a  reoeiv'd  Notion,  that  Luxury  is  as 
deftru&ive  to  the  Wealth  of  the  whole  Body 
Politick,  as  it  is  to  that  of  every  individual 
Perfon  who  is  guilty  of  it,  and  that  a  Natio- 
nal Frugality  enriches  a  Country  in  the  fame 
manner  as  that  which  is  lefs  general  increafes 
the  Eftates  of  private  Families.  I  confefs, 
that  tho'  I  have  found  Men  of  much  bet- 
ter Understanding  than  my  felf  of  this  Opi- 
nion, I  cannot  help  diflenting  from  them 
in  this  Point.  They  argue  thus:  We  fend, 
fay  they,  for  Example  to  Turkey  of  Wool- 
len Manufactory,  and  other  things  of  our 
own  Growth,  a  Million's  worth  every  Year ; 
for  this  we  bring  back  Silk,  Mohair,"  Drugs, 
&c.  to  the  value  of  Twelve  Hundred 
Thoufand  Pounds,  that  are  all  fpent  in  our 
own  Country.  By  this,  fay  they,  we  get 
nothing;  but  if  moft  of  us  would  be  con- 
tent with  our  own  Growth,  and  fo  confunie 
but  half  the  quantity  of  thofe  Foreign  Com- 
modities, then  thole  in  Turkey,  who  would 
ftill  want  the  fome  quantity  of  our  Manufa- 
ctures, would  be  fore'd  to  pay  ready  Money  for 
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the  reft,  and  fo  by  the  Ballance  of  that  Trade 
only,  the  Nation  fliould  get  Six  Hundred 
Thoufand  Pounds  per  Annum. 
\  To  examine  the  force  of  this  Argument, 
we'll  fuppofe  (what  they  would  have)  that 
but  half  the  Silk,  &c.   fhall  be  confumed  in 
England  of  what  there  is  now ;  we'll  fup- 
pofe likewife,  that  thofe  in  Turkey^  tho'we 
refufe  to  buy  above  half  as  much  of  their 
Commodities  as  we  ufed  to  do,  either  can  or 
will  not  be  without  the  fame  quantity  of  our 
Manufaftures  they  bad  before,  and  that  they'll 
pay  the  Balance  in  Money;    that  is  to  lay, 
that  they  fhall  give  us  as  much  Gold  or  Silver, 
as  the  value  of  what  they  buy  from  us  exceeds 
the  value  of  what  we  buy  from  them.  Tho' 
what  we  fuppofe  might  perhaps  be  done  for 
one  Year,  it  is  impoliible  it  lhould  laft:  Buy- 
ing  is  Bartering,  and  no  Nation  can  buy  Goods 
or  others  that  has  none  of  her  own  to  pur- 
chafe  them  with.    Spain  and  "Portugal,  that 
are  yearly  fupply'd  with  new  Gold  and  Silver 
from  their  Mines,  mav  for  ever  buy  for  ready 
Money  as  long  as  tneir  yearly  encreafe  of 
Gold  or  Silver  continues,  but  then  Money  is 
their  Growth  and  the  Commodity  of  the 
Country.    We  know  that  wc  could  not  con- 
tinue long  to  purchafe  the  Goods  of  other 
Nations,  if  they  would  not  take  our  Manu- 
factures in  Payment  for  them;  and  why  lhould 
we  judge  other  wife,  of  other  Nation*  ?  If  thofe 
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in  Turkey  then  had  no  more  Money  fall  from 
the  Skies  than  we,  let  us  iee  what,  would  be 
the  confequence  of  what  we  fuppofed.  The 
Six  Hundred  Thoufand  Pounds  in  Silk,  Mo- 
hair, &c .  that  are  left  upon  their  Hands  the 
firit  Year,  muft  make  thofe  Commodities  fall 
confiderably :  Of  this  the  "Dutch  and  French 
will  reap  the  Benefit  as  much  as  our  felves ;  and 
if  we  continue  to  refufe  taking  their  Commo- 
dities in  Payment  for  our  Manuf  adures,they  can 
Trade  no  longer  with  us,  but  mull  content 
themfelves  with  buying  what  they  want  of* 
fuch  Nations  as  are  willing  to  take  what  we 
refufe,  tho'  their  Goods  are  much  worfe  than 
ours,  and  thus  our  Commerce  with  Turkey 
muft  in  few  Years  be  infallibly  loft. 

But  they'll  fay,  perhaps,  that  to  prevent  the 
ill  confequence  I  nave  lhew'd,  we  Ihall  take 


only  be  fo  frugal  as  to  confume  but  half  the 
quantity  of  them  our  felves*  and  fend  the  reft 
Abroad  to  be  fold  to  others.  Let  us  fee  what 
this  will  do,  and  whether  it  will  enrich  the 
Nation  by  the  balance  of  that  Trade  with  Six 
Hundred  Thoufand  Pounds.  In  the  firft  Place, 
I'll  grant  them  that  our  People  at  Home  mak- 
ing ufe  of  fo  much  more  of  our  own  Ma- 
nufactures, thofe  who  were  employ'd  in  Silk, 
Mohair,  &c.  will  get  a  living  by  the  various 
Preparations  of  Woollen  Goods.  But  in  the 
fecond,  I  cannot  allow  that  the  Goods  can  be 
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fold  as  formerly ;  for  fuppofe  the  Half  that  is 
wore  at  Home  to  be  Ibid  at  the  fame  Rate 
as  before,  certainly  the  other  Half  that  is  fent 
Abroad  will  want  very  much  of  it :  For  we 
muft  fend  thofe  Goods  to  Markets  already 
fupply'd  ;  and  befides  that  there  muft  be 
Freight,  Infurance,  Provifion,  and  all  other 
Charges  dedufted,  and  the  Merchants  in  ge- 
ral  muft  lofe  much  more  by  this  Half  that  is 
re-fliipp'd,  than  they  got  by  the  Half  that  is 
confumed  here.   For  tho'  the  Woollen  Ma- 
nufactures are  our  own  Product,  yet  they 
ftand  the  Merchant  that  Ihips  them  off  to 
Foreign  Countries,  in  as  much  as  they  do 
the  Shopkeeper  here  that  retails  them :  fo 
that  if  the  Returns  for  what  he  fends  Abroad 
repay  him  not  what  his  Goods  coft  him  here, 
with  all  other  Charges,  till  he  has  the  Mo- 
ney and  a  good  Intereft  for  it  in  Calh,  the 
Merchant  muft  run  out,  and  the  Upfhot  would 
be,  that  the  Merchants  in  general  finding 
they  loft  by  the  Turkijb  Commodities  they 
fent  Abroad,  would  fhip  no  more  of  our 
Manufactures  than  what  would  pay  for  as 
much  Silk,  Mohair,  &c.  as  would  be  con- 
fumed  here*    Other  Nations  would  foon  find 
Ways  to  fupply  them  with  as  much  as  we 
ftiould  fend  mort,  and  fome  where  or  other  to 
difpofe  of  the  Goods  we  fhould  refufe :  So  that 
all  we  Ihould  get  by  this  Frugality  would  be, 
that  thofe  in  Turkey  would  take  but  half  the 
Quantity  of  bur  Manufactures  of  what  they  do 
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now,  whilft  we  encourage  and  wear  their 
Merchandizes,  without  wnich  they  are  not  a- 
ble  to  purchafe  ours. 

As  I  nave  had  the  Mortification  for  feveral 
Years  to  meet  with  Abundance  of  fenfible 
People  againft  this  Opinion,  and  who  always 
thought  me  wrong  in  this  Calculation,  fo  I 
had  the  Pleafure  at  laft  to  fee  the  Wifdom  of 
the  Nation  fall  into  the  fame  Sentiments,  as  is 
fo  manifeft  from  an  Aft  of  Parliament  made 
in  the  Year  17x1,  where  the  Legiflature  dif- 
obliges  a  powerful  and  valuable  Company,  and 
overlooks  very  weighty  Inconverriencies  at 
Home  to  promote  the  Intereit  of  the  Turkey 
Trade,  ana  not  only  encourages  the  Confump- 
tion  of  Silk  and  Mohair,  but  forces  the  Sub- 
jects on  Penalties  to  make  ufe  of  them  whe- 
ther they  will  or  not. 

What  is  laid  to  the  Charge  of  Luxury  befides, 
is,  that  it  encreafes  Avarice  and  Rapine :  And 
where  they  are  reigning  Vices,  Offices  of  the 
greatett  Truft  are  bought  and  fold ;  the  Mini- 
llers  that  fliould  ferve  the  Publick,  both  great 
and  fmall,  corrupted,  and  the  Countries  eve- 
ry Moment  in  danger  of  being  betrayed  to 
the  highefl  Bidders:  And  laftly,  that  it  effe- 
minates and  enervates  the  People,  by  which 
the  Nations  become  an  eafy  Prey  to  the  firft 
Invaders.  Thefe  are  indeed  terrible  Things  ; 
but  what  is  put  to  the  Account  of  Luxury  be- 
longs toMale-Adminiftration,  and  is  the  Fault 

of  bad  Politicks.   Every  Government  ought 
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to  be  thoroughly  acquainted  with,  and  fted- 
faftly  to  purfue  the  Intereft  of  the  Country. 
Good  Politicians  by  dextrous  Management, 
laying  heavy  Impofirions  on  fome  Goods,  or 
totally  prohibiting  them,  and  lowering  the  Du- 
ties on  others,  may  always  turn  and  divert  the 
Courfe  of  Trade  which  way  they  pleafe; 
and  as  they'll  ever  prefer,  if  it  be  equally  con- 
fiderable,  the  Commerce  with  fuch  Coun- 
tries, as  can  pay  with  Money  as  well  as  Goods, 
to  thofe  that  can  make  no  Returns  for  what 
they  buy,  but  in  the  Commodities  of  their 
own  Growth  and  Manufafture*,  fo  they  will 
always  carefully  prevent  the  Traffick  with 
fuch  Nations  as  refufe  the  Goods  of  others, 
and  will  take  nothing  but  Money  for  their 
own.  But  above  all,  they'll  keep  a  watchful 
Eye  over  the  Ballance  of  Trade  in  genera!* 
and  never  fufFer  that  all  the  Foreign  Commo- 
dities together,  that  are  imported  in  one  Year, 
ftiall  exceed  in  Value  what  of  their  own 
Growth  or  Manufacture  is  in  the  fame  ex- 
ported to  others.  Note,  that  I  fpeak  now  of 
the  Interelt  of  thofe  Nations  that  have  no 
Gold  or  Silver  of  their  own  Growth,  other- 
wife  this  Maxim  need  not  to  be  fo  much  in- 
fitted  on, 

If  what  I  urg'd  laft  be  but  diligently  look'd 
after,  and  the  imports  are  never  alio w'd  to  be 
ftiperior  to  the  Exports,  no  Nation  can  ever  be 
impoverifh'd  by  Foreign  Luxury;  and  they 
may  improve  it  as  mud*  a*  rbey  pkafe,  tf  they 
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can  but  in  proportion  raife  the  Fund  of  their" 
own  that  is  to  purchafe  it. 
,  Trade  is  the  Principal,  but  not  the  only 


other  Things  to  be  taken  care  of  bcfides.  The 
Meum  and  Tuum  muft  be  fecur'd,  Crimes  pu- 
nifli'd,  and  all  other  Laws  concerning  the  Ad- 
miniftration  of  Juiticc,  wifely  contriv'd,  and 
ftriftly  executed.  Foreign  Affairs  mull  be 
likewife  prudently  managed,  and  the  Miniftry 
of  every  Nation  ought  to  have  a  good  Intel- 
ligence Abroad,  and  be  well  acquainted  with 
the  Publick  Tranfaftions  of  all  thofe  Coun- 
tries, that  either  by  their  Neighbourhood, 
Strength  or  Intereft,  may  be  hurtful  or  bene- 
ficial to  them,  to  take  the  neceflary  Meafures 
accordingly,  of  eroding  fome  and  aflifting 
others,  as  Policy  and  the  Ballance  of  Power 
direft.  The  Multitude  mull  be  aw'd,  no 
Man's  Confcience  fore'd,  and  the  Clergy  al- 
lowed no  greater  Share  in  State  Affairs  than 
our  Saviour  has  bequeathed  them  inhisTefta- 
ment.  Thefe  are  the  Arts  that  lead  to  world- 
ly Greatnefs  ;  what  Sovereign  Power  fo- 
^ver  makes  a  good  Ufe  of  them,  that  has 
any  confiderable  Nation  to  govern,  whether 
it  be  a  Monarchy,  a  Commonwealth,  or  a 
Mixture  of  both,  can  never  fail  of  making  it 
flourilli  in  fpight  of  all  the  other  Powers  upon 
Earth,  and  no  Luxury  or  other  Vice  is  ever 

able  to  fhake  their  Conftitution.  But  here 

Iexped  aM-mouth'dCry  againftme;  What! 
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has  God  never  punifli'd  and  deftroy'd  great 
Nations  for  their  Sins  ?  Yes,  but  not  without 
Means,  by  infatuating  their  Governors,  and 
fuffering  them  to  depart  from  either  all  or 
fome  of  thofe  general  Maxims  I  have  men- 
tioned ;  and  of  all  the  famous  States  and  Em- 
pires the  World  has  had  to  boaft  of  hitherto, 
none  ever  came  to  Ruin  whofe  Deftruftion 
was  not  principally  owing  to  the  bad  Poli- 
ticks, Neglefts,  or  Mifmanagements  of  the 
Rulers. 

There  is  no  doubt  but  more  Health  and 
Vigour  is  to  be  expefted  among  a  People,  and 
their  Offspring,  fromTemperance  and  Sobriety, 
than  there  is  from  Gluttony  and  Drunkennefs ; 
yet  I  confefs,  that  as  to  Luxury's  effeminating 
and  enervating  a  Nation,  I  have  not  fuch  fright- 
ful Notions  now  as  I  have  had  formerly.  When 
we  hear  or  read  of  Things  which  we  are  altoge- 
ther Strangers  to,  they  commonly  bring  to  our 
Imagination  fuch  Ideas  of  what  we  have  feen, 
as  (according  to  our  Apprehenfion)  muff  come 
the  nearelt  to  them:  And  I  remember,  that 
when  I.  have  read  of  the  Luxury  of  TerJ/a,  E- 
gypt,  and  other  Countries  where  it  has  been  a 
reigning  Vice,  and  that  were  effeminated  and 
enervated  by  it,  it  has  fomctimes  put  me  in 
Mind  of  the  cramming  and  fwilling  of  ordi- 
nary Tradefmen  at  a  City  Feaft,and  theBeaft- 
linefs  their  over-gorging^themfelves  is  often  at- 
tended with ;  at  other  Times  it  has  made  me 
think  ontheDiftraftionof  diffolute  Sailors,  as  I 
\   ■  '   '     I  3  had 
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had  feen  them  in  Company  of  half  a  dozen 
lewd  Women  roaring  along  with  Fiddles  be- 
fore them ;  and  was  I  to  have  been  carried  in- 
to any  of  their  great  Cities,  I  would  have  ex- 
pected to  have  found  one  Third  of  the  People 
lick  a-bed  with  Surfeits ;  another  laid  up  with 
the  Gout,  or  crippled  by  a  more  ignomini- 
ous Diftemper  ;  and  the  reft,  that  could  go  with- 
out leading,  walk  along  the  Streets  in  Petti- 
coats. 

It  is  happy  for  us  to  have  Fear  for  a  Keeper, 
as  long  as  our  Reafon  is  not  ftrong  enough  to 
govern  our  Appetites :  And  I  believe  that  the 
great  Dread  1  had  more  particularly  again  it 
the  Word,  to  enervate,  and  fomc  confequent 
Thoughts  on  the  Etymology  of  it,  did  me  A- 
bundance  of  Good  when  1  was  a  School-boy : 
But  fince  I  have  feen  fomething  of  the  World, 
the  Confequences  of  Luxury  to  a  Nation  feem 
not  fo  dreadful  to  me  as  they  did.  As  Jong 
as  Men  have  the  fame  Appetites,  the  fame 
Vices  will  remain.  In  all  large  Societies, 
fome  will  love  Whoring  and  others  Drinking. 
The  Luftful  that  can  get  no  handfome  clean 
Women,  will  content  themfelves  with  dirty 
Drabs ;  and  thofe  that  cannot  purchafe  true 
Hermitage  or  Tontack,  will  be  glad  of  more 
ordinary  French  Claret.  Thofe  that  can't 
reach  Wine,  take  up  with  worfe  Liquors,  and 
a  Foot  Soldier  or  a  Beggar  may  make  himfelf 
as  drunk  with  Stale-Beer  or  Malt-Spirits,  as 
a  Lord  with  Burgundy,  Champaign  or  Tockay. 
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The  cheapcft  and  moft  llovenly  way  of  in- 
dulging our  Paflions,  does  as  much  Mifchief 
to  a  Man's  Conftitution,  as  the  moft  elegant 
and  expenfive. 

The  greateft  Exceffes  of  Luxury  are  fliewn 
in  Buildings,  Furniture,  Equipages  and  Cloaths : 
Clean  Linnen  weakens  a  Man  no  more  than 
Flannel;  Tapiftry,  fine  Painting  or  good  Wain- 
fcot  are  no  more  unwholefome  than  bare 
Walls ;  and  a  rich  Couch,  or  a  gilt  Chariot 
are  no  more  enervating  than  the  cold  Floor 
or  a  Country  Cart.  The  refin'd  Pleafures  of 
Men  of  Senfe  are  feldom  injurious  to  their 
Conftitution,  and  there  are  many  great  Epi- 
cures that  will  refufe  to  eat  or  drink  more 
than  their  Heads  or  Stomachs  can  bear.  Sen- 
fual  People  may  take  as  great  Care  of  them- 
felves  as  any :  and  the  Errors  of  the  moft  vi- 
eioufly  luxurious,  don't  fo  much  confift  in 
the  frequent  Repetitions  of  their  Lewdnefs, 
and  their  Eating^  and  Drinking  too  much, 
(which  are  the  Things  which  would  moft  e- 
nervate  them)  as  they  do  in  the  operofe  Con- 
trivances, the  Profufenefs  and  Nicety  they  are 
ferv'd  with,  and  the  vaft  Expence  they  are  at 
in  their  Tables  and  Amours. 

But  let  us  once  fuppofe  that  the  Eafe  and 
Pleafure  the  Grandees  and  the  rich  People  of 
every  great  Nation  live  in,  render  them  unfit 
to  endure  Hardftiips,  and  undergo  the  Toils 
of  War.  I'll  allow  that  moft  of  the  Common 
Council  of  the  City  would  make  but  very  in- 
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different  Foot  Soldiers ;  and  I  believe  hear-: 
tily,  that  if  your  Horfe  was  to  be  compos'd 
or  Aldermen,  and  fuch  as  mod  of  them  are, 
a  fmall  Artillery  of  Squibs  would  be  fufficient 
to  rout  them  .  But  what  have  the  Alder- 
men, the  Common  Council,  or  indeed  all 
People  of  any  Subftance  to  do  with  the  War, 
but  to  pay  Taxes?  The  Hardfliips  and  Fa- 
tigues of  War  that  are  perfonally  luffer'd,  fall 
upon  them  that  bear  the  Brunt  of  every 
Thing,  the  meaneft  indigent  Part  of  the  Na- 
tion, the  working  (laving  People ;  For  how 
exceflive  foever  the  Plenty  and  Luxury  of  a 
Nation  may  be,  fome  Body  muft  do  the 
Work.  Hoiifes  and  Ships  mult  be  built,  Mer- 
chandizes muft  be  remov'd,  and  the  Ground 
till'd.  Such  a  Variety  of  Labours  in  every 
great  Nation  require  a  vaft  Multitude,  in 
which  there  are  always  loofe,  idle,  extrava-. 
gant  Fellows  enough  to  fpare  for  an  Army ; 
and  thofe  that  are  robuft  enough  to  Hedge 
and  Ditch,  Plow  and  Thrafli,  or  elfe  not  too 
much  enervated  to  be  Smiths,  Carpenters, 
Sawyers,  Clothworkers,  Porters  or  Carmen, 
will  always  be  ftrong  and  hardy  enough 
in  a  Campaign  or  two  to  make  good  Sol- 
diers, who,  where  good  Orders  are  kept, 
have  feldom  fo  much  Plenty  and  Super- 
fluity come  to  their  Share  as  to  do  them  any 
hurt. 

The  Mifchief  then  to  be  fear'd  from  Luxu- 
ry among  the  People  of  War,  cannot  extend  it 
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felf  beyond  the  Officers.  The  greateftof  them 
are  either  Men  of  a  very  high  Birth  and 
Princely  Education,  or  elfe  extraordinary 
Parts,  and  no  lefs  Experience ;  and  whoever  is 
made  choice  of  by  a  wife  Government  to 
command  an  Army  en  chef,  fhould  have  a 
confummate  Knowledge  in  Martial  Affairs,  In- 
trepidity to  keep  him  calm  in  the  midft  of 
Danger,  and  many  other  Qualifications  that 
muft  be  the  work  of  Timje  and  Application, 
on  Men  of  a  quick  Penetration,  a  diitingutfh'd 
Genius,  and  a  world  of  Honour.  Strong  Si- 
news and  fupple  Joints  are  trifling  Advanta- 
ges not  regarded  in  Perfons  of  their  Reach 
and  Grandeur,  that  can  deftroy  Cities  a-bed, 
and  ruin  whole  Countries  whilft  they  are  at 
Dinner.  As  they  are  molt  commonly  Men  of 
great  Age,it  would  be  ridiculous  to  expeft  a  hail 
Conftitutioh  and  Agility  of  Limbs  from  them : 
So  their  Heads  be  but  Aftive  and  well  fur- 
nifli'd,  'tis  no  great  Matter  what  the  reft  of 
their  Bodies  are.  If  they  cannot  bear  the 
Fatigue  of  being  on  Horfeback,  they  may  ride 
in  Coaches,  or  be  carried  in  Litters.  Men's 
Conduft  and  Sagacity  are  never  the  lefs  for 
their  being  Cripples,  and  the  beft  General  the 
King  of  France  has  now,  can  hardly  crawl 
along.  Thofe  that  are  immediately  under 
the  chief  Commanders  muft  be  very  nigh  ot 
the  fame  Abilities,  and  are  generally  Men 
that  have  rais'd  themfelves  to  thofe  Polls  by 
their  Merit.  The  other  Officers  are  all  of  them 
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in  their  feveral  Stations  obliged  to  lay  out  fo: 
large  a  lhare  of  their  Pay  in  fine  Cloaths,  Ac- 
coutrements, and  other  Things  by  the  Luxu- 
ry of  the  Times  calTd  neceflary,  that  they 
can  fpare  but  little  Money  for  Debauches; 
for  as  they  are  advanced  and  their  Sallaries 
rais'd,  fo  they  are  like  wife  forc'd  to  encreafe 
their  Expences  and  their  Equipages,  which  as 
well  as  every  thing  elfe,  muft  ftill  be  propor- 
tionable to  their  Quality:  By  which  means 
the  greatefl:  part  of  them  are  in  a  manner  hin- 
dred  from  thofe  Excefles  that  might  be  de- 
ftru&ive  to  Health ;  whilll  their  Luxury  thus 
turn'd  another  way  fer  ves  moreover  to  heighten 
their  Pride  and  Vanity,  the  greatefl  Motives 
to  make  them  behave  themfelves  like  what 
they  would  be  thought  to  be.  {See  Re-* 
mark  (R.) 

There  is  nothing  refines  Mankind  more  than 
Love  and  Honour.  Thofe  two  Paifions  arc 
equivalent  to  many  Virtues,  and  therefore  the 
greatefl:  Schools  of  Breeding  and  good  Manners 
are  Courts  and  Armies ;  the  firft  to  accomplifli 
the  Women,  the  other  to  polifti  the  Men.  What 
the  generality  of  Officers  among  civiliz'd  Nati- 
ons afFeft  is  a  perfeft  knowledge  of  the  World 
and  the  Rules  of  Honour ;  an  Air  of  Franknefs, 
and  Humanity  peculiar  to  Military  Men  of 
Experience,  and  fuch  a  Mixture  of  Modefty 
andUndauntedncfs,  as  may  befpeak  them  both 
Courteous  and  Valiant.  W  here  good  Senfe  is  fa- 
Ihionable,  and  a  genteel  Behaviour  is  in  efteem, 

Gluttony 
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Gluttony  and  Drunkennefs  can  be  no  reigning 
Vices.  What  Officers  of  Diftinftion  chiefly 
aim  at,  is  not  a  Beaftly,  but  a  Splendid  way 
of  Living,  and  the  Wiflies  of  the  moll  Luxu- 
rious in  their  (everal  degrees  of  Quality,  are 
to  appear  handfomely,  and  excel  each  other 
in  Finery  of  Eauipage,  Politenefs  of  Enter- 
tainments, and  tne  Reputation  of  a  judicious 
Fancy  in  every  thing  about  them. 

But  if  there  fliould  be  more  diflblute  Repro- 
bates among  Officers  than  there  are  among 
Men  of  other  Profeffions,  which  is  not  true, 
yet  the  moft  debauch'd  of  them  may  be  very 
Serviceable,  if  they  have  but  a  great  fhare  of 
Honour.  It  is  this  that  covers  and  makes  up 
for  a  multitude  of  Defefts  in  them,  and  it 
is  this  that  none  (how  abandon'd  foever  they 
are  to  Pleafure)  dare  pretend  to  be  with- 
out. But  as  there  is  no  Argument  fo  con- 
vincing as  Matter  of  Faft,  let  us  loojk  back 
on  what  fo  lately  happen'd  in  our  two  laft 
Wars  with  France.  How  many  puny  young 
Striplings  have  we  had  in  our  Armies,  ten- 
derly Educated,  nice  in  their  Drefs,  and  cu- 
rious in  their  Dyet,  that  underwent  aU 
manner  of  Duties  with  Gallantry  and  Chear- 
fulnefs  ? 

Tbofe  that  have  fuch  difmal  Apprehenfions 
of  Luxury's  enervating  and  effeminating  Peo* 

Ele,  might  in  Flanders  and  Spain  have  feen  em- 
roider'd  Beaux  with  fine  lae'd  Shirts  and 
powder 'd  Wigs  ftand  as  much  Fire,  and  lead 
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up  to'  the  Mouth  of  a  Cannon,  with  as  little 
Concern  as  it  was  poflible  for  the  moft  flinkr 
ing  Slovens  to  have  done  in  their  own  Hair, 
tho'  it  had  not  been  comb'd  in  a  Month ; 
and  met  with  abundance  of  wild  Rakes,  who 
had  aftually  impair'd  their  Healths,  and  broke 
their  Conititutions  with  Excefles  of  Wine 
and  Women,  that  yet  behav'd  thcmfelves 
with  Condufr  and  Bravery  againft  their  Ene- 
mies. Robuftnefs  is  the  leafl:  Thing  requir'd 
in  an  Officer,  and  if  fometimes  Strength  is  of 
ufe,  a  firm  Refolution  of  Mind,  which  the 
Hopes  of  Preferment,  Emulation,  and  the 
Love  of  Glory  infpire  them  with,  will  at  a 
Pufh  fupply  the  Place  of  bodily  Force. 

Thofe  tnat  underftand  their  Bufmefs,  and 
have  a  fufficient  Senfe  of  Honour,  as  foon 
as  they  are  ufed  to  Danger  will  always  be 
capable  Officers :  And  their  Luxury,  as  long 
as  they  foend  no  Body's  Money  but  their 
own,  will  never  be  prejudicial  to.  a  Nation. 

By  all  which  I  think  1  have  proved  what 
I  defign'd  in  this  Remark  on  Luxury. 
Firft,  That  in  one  Senfe  every  Thing  may 
be  calfd  fo,  and  in  another  there  is  no 
fuch  Thing.  Secondly,  That  with  a  wife 
Adminiftration  all  People  may  fwim  in  as 
much  Foreign  Luxury  as  their  Produft  can 
purchafe,  without  being  impoverifh'd  by 
it.  And  Laftly,  That  where  Military  Af- 
fairs are  taken  care  of  as  they  ought,  and 
the  Soldiers  well  paid  and  kept  in  good  Dif- 
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expline,  a  wealthy  Nation  may  live  in  all  the 
Eafe  and  Plenty  imaginable ;  and  in  many  Parts 
of  it,  Ihew  as  much  Pomp  and  Delicacy,  as 
Human  Wit  can  invent,  and  at  the  fame  Time 
be  formidable  to  their  Neighbours,  and  come 
-  up  to  the  Character  of  the  Bees  in  the  Fable, 
of  which  I  faid,  That 

Flatter yd  in  Teacey  and  fear'd  in  Wars, 
'   They  were  tk>  Efteem  of  Foreigners, 
.  And  lavijb  of  their  Wealth  and  Lives, 
.  The  Ballance  of  all  other  Hives. 


(See  what  is  further  faid  concerning  Luxury 
in  the  Remarks  (M.)  and  (6K) 


(M.J  And  odious  Tride  a  Million  more. 
"Page  10.    Line  14. 

PRIDE  is  that  Natural  Faculty  by  which 
every  Mortal  that  has  any  Understanding 
over- values,  and  imagines  better  Things  of 
himfelf  than  any  impartial  Judge,  thoroughly 
acquainted  with  all  his  Qualities  and  Circum- 
ftances,  could  allow  him.  We  are  poflefs'd  of 
no  other  Quality  fo  beneficial  to  Society,  and 
fo  neceflary  to  render  it  wealthy  and  flourifh- 
ing  as  this,  yet  it  is  that  which  is  moft  gene- 
rally 
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rally  detefted.  What  is  very  peculiar  Co  this 
Faculty  of  ours,  is,  that  thole  who  are  the 
fillleft  of  it,  are  the  leaft  willing  to  connive 
at  it  in  others;  whereas  the  Heinoufnefs  of 
other  Vices  is  the  moft  extenuated  by  thofe 
who  are  guilty  of  'em  themfelves.  The 
Chafte  Man  hates  Fornication,  and  Drunken- 
nefs  is  moft  abhorr'd  by  the  Temperate  ;  but 
none  are  fo  much  offended  at  their  Neigh- 
bour's Pride,  as  the  proudeft  of  all ;  and  if 
any  one  can  pardon  it,  it  is  the  moft  Hum- 
ble :  From  which  I  think  we  may  juftly  in- 
fer, that  its  being  odious  to  all  the  World, 
is  a  certain  Sign  that  all  the  World  is  troubled 
with  it.  This  all  Men  of  Senfe  are  ready  to 
confefs,  and  no  Body  denies  but  that  he  has 
Pride  in  general.  But,  if  you  come  to  Par- 
ticulars, you'll  meet  with  few  that  will  own 
any  Aftion  you  can  name  of  theirs  to  have 
proceeded  from  that  Principle.  There  are 
likewife  many  who  will  allow  that  among  the 
finful  Nations  of  the  Times,  Pride  and  Luxury 
are  the  great  Promoters  of  Trade,  but  they 
refufe  to  own  the  Neceffity  there  is,  that  in  a 
more  virtuous  Age,  (fuch  a  one  as  (hould  be 
free  from  Pride)  Trade  would  in  a  great  Mea- 
fure  decay. 

The  Almighty,  fay  they,  has  endow'd  us 
with  the  Dominion  over  au  Things  which  the 
Earth  and  Sea  produce  or  contain ;  there  is  no- 
thing to  be  found  in  either,  but  what  was  made 
for  the  Ufe  of  Man;  and  his  Skill  and  Induftry 
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above  other  Animals  were  given  him,  that  he 
might  render  both  them  and  every  Thing  elfe 
within  the  Reach  of  his  Senfes,  more  fervice- 
-able  to  him.  Upon  this  Confideration  they 
think  it  impious  to  imagine,  that  Humility, 
Temperance,  and  other  virtues,  ftiould  de- 
bar People  from  the  Enjoyment  of  thofe  Com- 
forts of  Life,  which  are  not  denied  to  the  mod 
wicked  Nations;  and  fo  conclude,  that  with- 
out Pride  or  Luxury,  the  fame  Things  might 
be  eat,  wore,  and  confumed ;  the  fame  Num- 
ber of  Handicrafts  and  Artificers  employ'd, 
and  a  Nation  be  every  way  as  flouriming  as 
where  thofc  Vices  are  the  moft  predomi- 

As  to  wearing  Apparel  in  particular,  they'll 
tell  you,  that  Pride,  which  iticks  much  nea- 
rer to  us  than  our  Cloaths,  is  only  lodg'd  in 
the  Heart,  and  that  Rags,  often  conceal  a 
greater  Portion  of  it  than  the  mofl  pompous 
Attire ;  and  that  as  it  cannot  be  denied  but 
that  there  have  always  been  virtuous  Prin- 
ces, who  with  humble  Hearts  have  wore 
their  fplendid  Diadems,  and  fway'd  their  en- 
vied Scepters,  void  of  Ambition,  tor  the  Good 
of  others ;  fo  it  is  very  probable,  that  Silver 
and  Gold  Brocades,  and  the  richeft  Em- 
broideries, may,  without  a  Thought  of  Pride, 
be  wore  by  many  whofe  Quality  and  For- 
tune are  fuitable  to  them.  May  not  (fay  they) 
a  good  Man  of  extraordinary  Revenues,  make 
every  Year  a  greater  Variety  of  Suits  than 

it 
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it  is  poflible  he  fhou'd  wear  out,  and  yet 
have  no  other  Ends  than  to  fet  the  Poor  at 
Work,  to  encourage  Trade,  and  by  employ- 
ing many,  to  promote  the  W  elfare  or  his  Coun- 
try ?  And  confidering  Food  and  Rayment  to 
be  Neceflaries,  and  the  two  chief  Articles  to 
which  all  our  worldly  Care  are  extended, 
why  may  not  all  Mankind  fet  afide  a  con- 
fiderable  Part  of  their  Income  for  the  one 
as  well  as  the  other,  without  the  leaft  Tin- 
dure  of  Pride  ?  Nay,  is  not  every  Member 
of  the  Society  in  a  manner  obliged,  accor- 
ding to  his  Ability,  to  contribute  toward  the 
Maintenance  of  that  Branch  of  Trade  on 
which  the  Whole  has  fo  great  a  Dependance? 
Befides  that,  to  appear  decently  is  a  Civility, 
and  often  a  Duty,  which,  without  any  Re- 
gard to  our  felves,  we  owe  to  thofe  we  con- 
verfe  with. 

Thefe  are  the  Obje&ions  generally  made  ufe 
of  by  haughty  Moralifts,  who  cannot  endure  to 
hear  the  Dignity  of  their  Species  arraign'd ;  but 
if  we  look  narrowly  into  them  they  may  foon 
be  anfwer  d. 

If  we  had  no  Vices,  I  cannot  fee  why  any 
Man  fliould  ever  make  more  Suits  than  he  has 
occafion  for,  tho'  he  was  never  fo  defirous  of 
promoting  the  Good  of  the  Nation :  For  tho'  in 
the  wearing  of  a  well  wroughx  Silk,  rather  than 
a  flight  Stuff,  and  the  preferring  curious  fine 
Cloth  to  courfe,  he  had  no  other  view  but  the 
fetting  of  morePeople  to  work,and  confequent- 
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Iy  the  Publick  Welfare,  vet  he  could  confider 
Cloaths  no  otherwife  tnan  Lovers  of  their 
Country  do  Taxes  now ;  they  may  pay  'em 
with  Alacrity,  but  no  body  gives  more  than 
his  due ;  efpecially  where  all  are  juftly  rated 
according  to  their  Abilities,  as  it  could  no  o- 
therwife  De  expe&ed  in  a  very  Virtuous  Age. 
Befides  that  in  fuch  Golden  Times  no  body 
would  drefs  above  his  Condition,  no  body 

Sinch  his  Family,  cheat  or  over-reach  his 
leighbour  to  purchafe  Finery,and  confequent- 
ly  there  would  not  be  half  tne  Confumption, 
nor  a  thrid  part  of  the  People  employ 'd  as 
now  there  are.  But  to  make  this  more  plain 
and  demonftrate,  that  for  the  Support  of 
Trade  there  can  be  nothing  equivalent  to 
Pride,  I  fliall  examine  the  feveral  views  Men 
have  in  outward  Apparel,  and  fet  forth 
what  daily  Experience  may  teach  every  body 
as  to  Drefs. 

Cloaths  were  originally  made  for  two  Ends, 
to  hide  our  Nakednefs,  and  to  fence  our  Bo- 
dies againft  the  Weather,  and  other  outward 
Ini  uries:  To  thefe  our  boundlefs  Pride  has 
added  a  third,  which  is  Ornament ;  for  what 
elfe  but  an  excefs  of  ftupid  Vanity,  could 
have  prevailed  upon  our  Reafon  to  fancy  that 
Ornamental,  which  mull  continually  put  us  in 
mind  of  our  Wants  and  Mifery,  oeyond  all 
other  Animals  that  are  ready  cloathed  by  Na- 
ture herfelf  ?  It  is  indeed  to  be  admired  how 
fo  fenfible  a  Creature  as  Man,  that  pretends 
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to  fo  many  fine  Qualities  of  his  own,  fliotild 
condefcend  to  value  himfelf  upon  what  is 
robb'd  from  fo  innocent  and  defencelefs  an 
Anirrial  as  a  Sheep,  or  what  he  is  beholden 
for  to  the  mod  infignificant  thing  upon  Earth, 
a  dying  Worm ;  yet  whiUt  he  isrroud  of  fuch 
trifling  Depredations,  he  has  the  folly  to  laugh 
at  the  Hottentots  on  the  furthett  Promontory 
of  Africky  who  adorn  themfelves  with  the 
Guts  of  their  dead  Enemies,  without  confi- 
dering  that  they  are  the  Enfigns  of  their  Va- 
lour thofe  Barbarians  are  fine  with,  the  true 
Spolta  opima,  and  that  if  their  Pride  be 
more  Savage  than  ours,  it  is  certainly  lefs  ri- 
diculous, becaufe  they  wear  the  Spoils  of  the 
more  noble  Animal. 

But  whatever  Reflections  may  be  made  on 
this  head,  the  World  has  long  fince  decided 
the  Matter ;  handfome  Apparel  is  a  main 
Point,  fine  Feathers  make  fine  Birds,  and 
People  where  they  $re  not  known,  are  gene- 
rally honour'd  according  to  their  Cloaths  and 
other  Accoutrements  they  have  about  them  ; 
from  the  richnefs  of  them  we  judge  of  their 
Wealth,  and  by  their  ordering  of  them  we 
guefs  at  their  Underftanding.  It  is  this 
which  encourages  every  body,  who  is  confei- 
ous  of  his  little  Merit,  if  he  is  any  ways  able, 
to  wear  Cloaths  above  his  Rank,  efpecially 
in  large  and  Populous  Cities,  where  obfeure 
Men  may  hourly  meet  with  fifty  Strangers  to 
one  Acquaintance,  and  confequently  have  the 
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Pleafitire  of  being  efteem'd  by  a  vaft  Majority; 
not  as  what  they  are,  but  what  they  appear 
to  be ;  which  is  a  greater  Temptation  than 
People  want  to  be  Vain. 

Whoever  takes  delight  in  viewing  the  vari- 
ous Scenes  of  low  Life,  may  on  Eafter^ 
Whltfun^  and  other  great  Holidays,  meet 
with  fcores  of  People,  efpecially  Women, 
of  almoft  the  loweft  Rank,  that  wear  good 
and  faiftionable  Cloaths :  If  coming  to  talk 
with  them,  you  treat  them  more  courteoully 
and  with  greater  Refpeft  than  what  they  are 
confcious  they  deferve,  they'll  commonly  be 
afhamed  of  owning  what  they  are ;  and  often 
you  rilay,  if  you  are  a  little  Inquifitive,  difco- 
ver  in  them  a  moft  anxious  Care  to  conceal 
the  Bufinefs  they  follow,  and  the  Places  they 
live  in.  The  Reafon  is  plain ;  whilft  they  re- 
ceive thofe  Civilities  that  are  not  ufually  paid 
them,  and  which  they  think  only  due  to  their 
Betters,  they  have  the  Satisfadion  to  imagine, 
that  they  appear  what  they  would  be, 
which  to  weak  Minds  is  a  Pleafure  almoft  as 
fubftantial  as  they  could  reap  from  the  very 
Accomplifliments  of  their  W  ilhes :  This  Gol- 
den Dream  they  are  unwilling  to  be  difturbed 
in,  and  being  fure  that  the  meannefs  of  their 
Condition,  if  it  is  known,  muft  fink  'em  ve- 
ry low  in  youf  Opinion,  they  hug  themfel ves 
in  their  dilguize,  and  take  all  imaginable  Pre+ 
caiition  not  to  forfeit  by  a  ufelefs  difcovery 
the  Efteem  which  they  flatter  themfelves 
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that  thfcir  good  Cloaths  have  drawn  from 
you. 

Tho'  every  body  allows,  that  as  to  Apparel 
and  manner  of  living,  we  ought  to  benave 
ourfelvesfuitabletoour  Conditions,  and  follow 
the  Examples  of  the  moft  fenfible  and  pru- 
dent among  our  Equals  in  Rank  and  Fortune : 
Yet  how  few,  that  are  not  either  miferably 
Covetous,  or  elfe  Proud  of  Singularity,  have 
this  Difcretion  to  boaft  of?  We  all  look 
above  our  felves,  and,  as  fall  as  we  can,  ilrive 
to  imitate  thofe,  that  fome  way  or  other  are 
fuperior  to  us. 

The  poorefl  Labourer's  Wife  in  the  Pariih, 
who  fcorns  to  wear  a  ftrong  wholefome  Frize, 
as  flie  might,  will  half  ftarve  her  felf  and  her 
Husband  to  purchafe  a  fecond-hand  Gown 
and  Petticoat,  that  cannot  do  her  half  the 
Service;  becaufe,  forfooth,  it  is  more  genteel. 
The  Weaver,  the  Shoemaker,  the  Taylor, 
the  Barber,  and  every  mean  working  Fellow, 
that  can  fet  up  with  little,  has  the  Impudence 
with  the  firft  Money  he  gets,  to  Drefs  him- 
felf  like  a  Tradefman  of  Subftance :  The  or- 
dinary Retailer  in  the  cloathing  of  his  Wife, 
takes  Pattern  from  his  Neighbour,  that  deals 
in  the  fame  Commodity  by  Wholefale,  and 
the  Reafon  he  gives  for  it,  is,  that  Twelve 
Years  ago  the  other  had  not  a  bigger  Shop 
than  himfelf.  The  Druggift,  Mercer,  Dra- 
per, and  other  creditable  Shopkeepers  can 
find  no  difference  between  themfelves  and 
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Merchants,  and  therefore  drefs  and  live  like 
/  them.  The  Merchant's  Lady,  who  cannot 
bear  the  Aflurance  of  thofe  Mechanicks,  flies 
for  refuge  to  the  other  End  of  the  Town, 
and  fcorns  to  follow  any  Fafhion  but  what  fhe 
takes  from  thence.  Tnis  Haughtinefs  alarms 
the  Court,  the  Women  of  Quality  are  frigh- 
tened to  fee  Merchants  Wives  and  Daugh- 
ters drefs'd  like  themfelves ;  this  Impudence 
of  the  City,  they  cry,  is  intollerable ;  Man- 
tua-makers are  fent  for,  and  the  contrivance 
of  Fafhions  becomes  all  their  Study,  that  they 
may  have  always  new  Modes  ready  to  take 
up,  as  foon  as  thofe  fawcy  Cits  (hall  begin  to 
imitate  thofe  in  being.  The  fame  Emulation 
is  continued  through  the  feveral  degrees  of 
Quality  to  an  incredible  Expence,  tiU  at  laft 
the  Prince's  great  Favourites  and  thofe  of  the 
firfl  Rank  of  all,  having  nothing  elfe  left  to 
outftrip  fome  of  their  Inferiors,  are  forc'd  to 
lay  out  vaft  Eftates  in  pompous  Equipages, 
magnificent  Furniture,  fumptijous  Gardens 
arid  princely  Palaces. 

To  this  Emulation  and  continual  ftriving  to 
out-do  one  another  it  is  owing,  that  after  fo 
many  various  Shiftings  and  Chaneings  of 
Modes,  in  trumping  up  new  ones  and  renew- 
ing of  old  ones,  there  is  ftill  a  plus  ultra  left 
%  for  the  Ingenious ;  it  is  this,  or  at  leall  the 
confequence  of  it  that  fets  the  Poor  to  Work, 
adds  Spurs  to  Induftry,  and  incourages  the 
skilful  Artificer  to  fearch  after  further  Improve- 
jnents.  K  3  It 
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It  may  be  obje&ed,  that  many  People  of 
good  Fafliion,  who  have  been  us'd  to  be  \yell 
Drefs'd,  out  of  Cuftom  wear, rich  Cloaths 
with  all  the  indifferencyimaginable,and  that  the 
benefit  to  Trade  accruing  from  them  cannot 
be  afcrib'd  to  Emulation  or  Pride.   To  this  I 
anfwer,  that  it  is  impoflible,  that  thofe  who 
trouble  their  Heads  lo  little  with  their  Drefs, 
could  ever  have  wore  thofe  rich  Cloaths,  if 
both  the  Stuffs  and  Fafliions  had  not  been  firft 
invented  to  gratify  the  Vanity  of  others,  who. 
took  greater  delight  in  fine  Apparel,  than 
they ;  Beficjes  that  every  Body  is  not  without 
Pride  that  appears  to  be  fo ;  all  the  fymptoms 
of  that  Vice  are  not  eafily  difcover'd;  they 
are  manifold,  and  vary  according  to  the  Age,  4 
Humour,  Circumftances,  and  often  Conlti- 
tution,  pf  the  People. 

The  cholerick  City  Capfain  feems  impati- 
ent to  come  to  Adion,  and  expreffing  his 
Warlike  Genius  by  the  firmnefe  of  his  Steps, 
makes  his  Pike,  for  want  of  Enemies,  trem^ 
ble  at  the  Valour  of  his  Arm :  His  Martial 
Finery,  as  he  Marches  along,  infpires  him 
with  an  unufual  Elevation  of  Mind,  by 
which  endeavouring  to  forget  his  Shop  as 
well  as  himfelf,  he  looks  up  at  the  Balconies 
with  the  fiercenefs  of  a  oarazen  Conque- 
ror: Whilft  the  phlegmatick  Alderman,  now 
become  venerable  both  for  his  Age  and  his 
Authority,  contents  himfelf  with  being  thought 
a  corifiderable  Man ;  and  knowing  no  eafier 
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way  to  exprefs  his  Vanity,  looks  big  in  his 
Coach,  where  being  known  by  his  paultry  Li- 
very, he  receives,  in  fullen  State,  the  Homage 
that  is  paid  him  by  the  meaner  fort  of  People. 

The  oeardlefs  Enfign  counterfeits  a  Gravity 
above  his  Years,  and  with  a  ridiculous  Aflii- 
rance  ftrives  to  imitate  the  ftern  Countenance 
of  his  Collonel,  flattering  himfelf  all  the  while 
that  by  his  daring  Mien  you  11  judge  of  his 
Prowefs.  The  youthful  Fair,  in  a  vail  concern 
of  being  overlook'd,  by  the  continual  chang- 
ing of  her  Pofhire  betrays  a  violent  defire  of 
being  obferv'd,  and  catching,  as  it  were,  at 
every  Body's  Eyes,  courts,  with  obliging  Looks, 
the  admiration  of  her  Beholders.  The  conceited 
Coxcomb,  on  the  contrary,  difplaying  an  Air 
of  Sufficiency,  is  wholly  taken  up  with  the 
Contemplation  of  his  own  Perfe&ions,  and  in 
Publick  Places  difcovers  fuch  a  disregard  to 
others,  that  the  Ignorant  mull  imagine,  he 
thinks  himfelf  to  be  alone. 

Thefe  and  fuch  like  are  all  manifcfl:  tho' 
different  Tokens  of  Pride,  that  are  obvious 
to  all  the  World;  but  Man's  Vanity  is  not 
always  fo  foon  found  out.  When  we  per- 
ceive an  Air  of  Humanity,  and  Men  feem 
not  to  be  employed  in  admiring  themfelves, 
nor  altogether  unmindful  of  others,  we 
are  apt  to  pronounce  'em  void  of  Pride, 
when  perhaps  they  are  only  fatigu'd  with 
gratifying  their  Vanity,  and  become  languid 
from  a  fatiety  of  Enjoyments.    That  out- 
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ward  ftiow  of  Peace  within,  and  drowfycom- 
pofure  of  carelefs  Negligence,  with  which  a 
Great  Man  is  often  feen  in  his  plain  Chariot  to 
loll  at  eafe,  are  not  always  fo  free  from  Art,  as 
they  may  feem  to  be.  Nothing  is  more  ravi- 
Jhing  to  the  Troud  than  to  be  thought  happy. 

1  he  well-bred  Gentleman  places  his  great- 
eft  Pride  in  the  Skill  he  has  of  covering  it 
with  Dexterity,  and  fome  are  fo  expert  in  con- 
cealing this  Frailty,  that  when  they  are  the 
moft  guilty  of  it,  the  Vulgar  think  them  the 
moft  exempt  from  it.  Thus  the  diflembling 
Courtier,  when  he  appears  in  State,  aflumes  an 
Air  of  Modeftyand  good  Humour ;  and  whilft 
he  is  ready  to  burft  with  Vanity,  feems  to  be 
wholly  ignorant  of  his  Greatnels ;  well  know- 
ing, that  thofe  lovely  (Dualities  muft  heighten 
him  in  the  Efteemot  otters,  and  be  an  addition 
to  that  Grandeur,  which  the  Coronets  about 
his  Coach  and  Harnefles ,  with  the  reft  of  his 
Equipage,  cannot  fail  to  proclaim  without  his 
Allmance. 

And  as  in  thefe,  Pride  is  overlook 'd,  becaufe 
induftrioufly  conceal'd,  fo  in  others  again  it  is 
denied  that  they  have  any,  when  they  fliew 
(or  at  leaftfeem  tofliew)  it  in  the  moft  Publick 
manner.  The  wealthy  Parfon,  being  as  well  as 
the  reft  of  his  Profeffion,  debarr'd  from  the 
Gaiety  of  Laymen,  makes  it  his  bufmefs  to  look 
out  for  an  admirable  Black  and  the  fineft  Cloth 
that  Money  can  purchafe,  and  diftinguilhes 
himfelf  by  the  fulnefs  of  his  noble  and  lpotlefs 
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Garment ;  his  Wigs  are  as  fafhionable  as  that 
Form  he  is  forced  to  comply  with  will  admit 
of;  but  as  he  is  only  dinted  in  their  ftiape, 
fo  he  takes  care  that  for  goodnefs  of  Hair, 
and  Colour,  few  Noblemen  fliall  be  able  to 
match  'em ;  his  Body  is  ever  clean,  as  well  as 
his  Cloaths,  his  fleek  Face  is  kept  conftantly 
ihav'd,  and  his  handfome  Nails  are  diligently 
pared ;  his  fmooth  white  Hand  and  a  Bril- 
liant of  the  firft  Water,  mutually  becoming, 
honour  each  other  with  double  graces ;  what 
Linnen  he  difcovers  is  tranfparently  curious, 
and  he  fcorns  ever  to  be  feen  abroad  with 
a  worfe  Beaver  than  what  a  rich  Banker 
would  be  proud  of  on  his  Wedding  Day;  to 
all  thefe  niceties  in  Drefs  he  adds  a  Majeflick 
Gate,  and  exprefles  a  commanding  loftinefs 


1 

withft 

ring  Symptoms,  won't  allow  us  to  Vufpeft  a- 
ny  of  his  Aftions  to  be  the  refult  of  Pride ; 
confidering  the  Dignity  of  his  Office,  it  is  on- 
ly Decency  in  him  what  would  be  Vanity  to 
others ;  and  in  good  Manners  to  his  Calling 
we  ought  to  believe,  that  the  worthy  Gen- 
tleman, without  any  regard  to  his  reverend 
Perfon,  puts  himfelf  to  all  this  trouble  and 
expencemeerlyout  of  a  refped  which  is  due  to 
the  Divine  Order  he  belongs  to,  and  a  Religious 
Zeal  to  preferve  his  Holy  Funftion  from  the 
Contempt  of  Scoffers.  With  all  my  Heart; 
nothing  of  all  this  fliall  be  call'd  Pride,  let  me 
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I  anftrer  that  it  is  as  pofftble  that  Cats,  in- 
stead of  killing  Rats  and  Mice,  fliouid  feed 
them,  and  go  about  the  Houfe  to  fuckle  and 
nurfe  their  young  one* ;  or  that  a  Kite  lliould 
call  the  Hens  to  their  Meat,  as  the  Cock  does, 
and  fit  brooding  over  their  Chickens  inftead 
of  devouring  'em ;  but  if  they  fhould  all  do  fo, 
they  would  ceafe  to  be  Cats  and  Kites ;  it  is 
inconliftent  with  their  Natures,  and  the  Species 
of  Creatures  which  now  we  mean,  when  we 
name  Cats  and  Kites,  would  be  extinft  as  foon 
as  that  could  come  to  pafs. 


(N.)    Envy  it  felfj  and  Vanity > 

■ 

1       ■    Were  Minijiers  of  Indujtry. 


Tage  10.   Line  ij. 

"p  N  V  Y  is  that  Bafenefs  in  our  Nature, 
*-f  which  makes  us  grieve «  and  pine  at 
what  we  conceive  to  be  a  Happinels  in  o- 
thers.  I  don't  believe  there  is  a  Human  Crea- 
ture in  his  Senfes  arrived  to  Maturity,  that  at 
one  time  or  other  has  not  been  carried  away 
by  this  Paffion  in  good  Earneft ;  and  yet  I 
never  met  with  any  one  that  dared  own  he 
was  guilty  of  it,  but  in  left.  That  we  are  fo 
generally  aihamed  of  this  Vice,  is  owing  to  that 
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ftrong  Habit  of  Hypocrify,  by  the  Help  of 
which,  we  have  learned  from  our  Cradle  to 
hide  even  from  our  felves  the  vaft  Extent  of 
Self-Love,  and  all  its  different  Branches.  It  is 
impoflible  Man  fhould  wifh  better  for  another 
than  he  does  for  himfelf,  unlefs  where  he  fup-> 
pofes  an  Impoffibility  that  himfelf  fhould  at- 
tain to  thofe  Wifhes ;  and  from  hence  we  may 
eafily  learn  after  what  manner  this  Paffion  is 
raifed  in  us.  In  order  to  it,  we  are  to  con- 
fider  Firit,  That  as  well  as  we  think  of  our 
felves,  fo  ill  we  often  think  of  our  Neighbour 
with  equal  Injuftice ;  and  when  we  apprehend, 
*  that  others  do  or  will  enjoy  what  we  think 
they  don't  deferve,  it  affli&s  and  makes  us 
angry  with  the  Caufe  of  that  Difturbance. 
Secondly,  That  we  ^re  ever  employ'd  in 
wifhing  well  for  our  felves,  every  one  accor- 
ding to  his  Judgment  and  Inclinations,  and 
when  we  obferve  fomething  w  e  like,  and  yet 
are  deftitute  of,  in  the  Poflelfion  of  others; 
it  occafions  firfl  Sorrow  in  us  for  not  having 
the  Thing  we  like.  This  Sorrow  is  incura- 
ble, whilft  we  continue  our  Efteem  for  the 
Thing  we  want :  But  as  Self-Defence  is  reft- 
lefs,  and  never  fuffers  us  to  leave  any  Means 
untried  how  to  remove  Evil  from  us,  as  far 
and  as  well  as  we  are  able ;  Experience  teaches 
tis,  that  nothing  in  Nature  more  alleviates  this 
Sorrow  than  our  Anger  againfl:  thofe  who 
are  pofTefs'd  of  what  we  elteem  and  want. 
This  latter  PafDon  therefore,  we  cherifh  and 
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cultivate  to  fave  or  relieve  our  felves,  at  leaft 
in  part,  from  the  Uneafinefs  we  felt  from  the 
firft. 

Envy  then  is  a  Compound  of  Grief  and 
Anger ;  the  Degrees  of  this  Paflion  depend 
chiefly  on  the  Nearnefs  or  Remotenefs  of  the 
Objeas  as  to  Circumftances.  If  one,  who  is 
forc'd  to  walk  on  Foot  envies  a  great  Man 
for  keeping  a  Coach  and  Six,  it  will  never  be 
with  that  Violence,  or  give  hjjn  that  Diftur- 
bance  which  it  may  to  a  Man,  who  keeps  a 
Coach  himfelf ;  but  can  only  afford  to  drive 
with  four  Horfes.  The  Symptoms  of  Envy 
are  as  various,  and  as  hard  to  defcribe,  as  thole 
of  the  Plague;  at  fome  time  it  appears  in 
one  Shape,  at  others  in  another  quite  diffe- 
rent. Among  the  Fair  the  Difeale  is  very 
common,  and  the  Signs  of  it  very  confpicu-^ 
ous  in  their  Opinions  and  Cenfures  of  one* 
another.  In  beautiful  young  Women  you 
may  often  difcover  this  Faculty  to  a  high 
Degree  ;  they  frequently  will  hate  one  ano- 
ther mortally  at  tirft  Sight,  from  no  other 
Principle  than  Envy ;  and  you  may  read 
this  Scorn,  and  unreafonable  Avernon  in 
their  very  Countenances,  if  they  have  not  a 
great  deal  of  Art,  and  well  learn'd  to  dif- 
fcmble. 

In  the  rude  and  unpolilh'd  Multitude  this 
Paflion  is  very  bare-fac'd  ;  efpecially  when 
they  envy  others  for  the  Goods  of  Fortune: 
They  rail  at  their  Betters,  rip  up  their  Faults, 
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and  take  Pains  to  mifconftrue  the  ffloft  com- 
mendable Actions:  They  mumur  at  Provi-< 
dence,  and  loudly  complain,  that  the  good 
Things  of  this  World  are  chiefly  enjoy 'd  by 
thofe  who  do  not  deferve  them.  The  grof- 
fer  Sort  of  them  it  often  affefts  fo  violently, 
that  if  they  were  not  with-held  by  the  Fear 
of  the  Laws,  they  would  go  directly  and  beat 
thofe  their  Envy  is  levell'd  at,  from  no  other 
Provocation  than  what  that  Paflion  fuggefts 
to  them.  & 

The  Men  of  Letters  labouring  under  this 
Diitemper  difcover  auite  different  Symptoms, 
When  they  envy  a  Perfon  for  his  Parts  and 
Erudition,  their  chief  Care  is  induftrioufly  to 
conceal  their  Frailty,  which  generally  is  at- 
tempted by  denying  and  depreciating  the  good 
Qualities  they  envy:  They  carefully  penile  his 
"Works,  and  are  difpleas'd  at  every  fine  Paflage 
they  meet  with ;  they  look  for  nothing  but  his 
Errors,  and  wilh  for  no  greater  Feaft  than  a 
grofs  Miftake  :  In  their  Cenfures  they  are 
captious  as  well  as  fevere,  make  Mountains 
of  Mole-hills,  and  will  not  pardon  the  leaf! 
Shadow  of  a  Fault,  but  exaggerate  the  moll 
trifling  Omiflion  into  a  Capital  Blunder. 
,  Envy  is  vifible  in  Brute-Beafts ;  Horfes  fhew 
it  in  their  Endeavours  of  out-ftripping  one  ano- 
ther ;  and  the  belt  fpirited  will  run  themfelves 
to  Death  before  they'll  fuffer  another  before 
them.  In  Dogs  this  Paflion  is  likewife  plainly 
to  be  feen,  thofe  who  are  ufed  to  be  carefs'd 
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will  never  tamely  bear  that  Felicity  in  others. 
I  have  feen  a  Lap-Dog  that  would  choak  him- 
felf  with  Victuals  rather  than  leave  any  thing 
for  a  Competitor  of  his  own  Kind,  and  we 
may  often  obferve  the  fame  Behaviour  in 
thofe  Creatures  which  we  daily  fee  in  Infants 
that  are  froward,  and  by  being  over-fondled 
made  humourfome.  If  out  ot  Craprice  they 
at  any  time  refiife  to  eat  what  they  have  ask'd 
for,  and  we  can  but  make  them  believe  that 
fome  Body  elfe,  nay,  even  the  Cat  or  the 
Dog  is  going  to  take  it  from  them,  they  will 
make  an  end  of  their  Oughts  with  Pleafure, 
and  feed  even  againft  their  Appetite. 

If  Envy  was  not  rivetted  in  Human  Na- 
ture, it  would  not  be  fo  common  in  Chil- 
dren, and  Youth  would  not  be  fo  generally 
fpurr'd  on  by  Emulation.  Thofe  who  would 
derive  every  Thing  that  is  beneficial  to  the 
Society  from  a  good  Principle,  afcribe  the 
Eflfe&s  of  Emulation  in  School-boys  to  a  Vir- 
tue of  the  Mind ;  as  it  requires  Labour  and 
Pains;  fo  it  is  evident,  that  they  commit  a 
Self-Denial,  who  aft  from  that  Difpofition; 
but  if  we  look  narrowly  into  it,  we  ftiall 
find  that  this  Sacrifice  of  Eafe  and  Pleafure 
is  only  made  to  Envy,  and  the  Love  of  Glo- 
ry. If  there  was  not  fomething  very  like 
tnis  Pallion  mix'd  with  that  pretended  Vir- 
tue, it  would  be  impoflible  to  raife  and  in- 
creafe  it  by  the  fame  Means  that  create  En- 
vy* The  Boy,  who  receives  a  Reward  for 
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the  Superiority  of  his  Performance,  is  con- 
fcious  of  the  Vexation  it  would  have  been 
to  him,  if  he  lliould  have  fall'n  lhort  of  it: 
This  Refleftion  makes  him  exert  himfelf,  not 
to  be  out-done  by  thofe  whom  now  he  looks 
upon  as  his  Inferiors,  and  the  greater  his  Pride 
is,  the  more  Self-denial  he'll  pra&ife  to  maintain 
his  Conqueft.  The  other,  who,  in  fpight  of  the 
Pains  he  took  to  do  well,  has  mifs'd  of  the 
Prize,  is  forry,  and  confequently  angry  with 
him  whom  he  muft  look  upon  as  the  Caufe 
of  his  Grief :  But  to  fliew  this  Anger,  would 
be  ridiculous,  and  of  no  Service  to  him  ; 
fo  that  he  muft  either  be  contented  to  be 
lefs  efteem'd  than  the  other  Boy ;  or  by  re- 
newing his  Endeavours  become  a  greater 
Proficient ;  and  it  is  ten  to  one,  but  the  dif- 
interefted,  good-humour'd,  and  peaceable  Lad 
will  chufe  the  firft,  and  fo  become  indo- 
lent and  una&ive,  whilft  the  covetous,  peevifh, 
and  quarrelfome  Rafcal  fliall  take  incredible 
Pains,  and  make  himfelf  a  Conqueror  in  his 
Turn. 

Envy,  as  it  is  very  common  among  Painters, 
fo  it  is  of  great  Ufe  for  their  Improvement :  I 
don't  mean,  that  little  Dawbers  envy  great 
Mafters,  but  moft  of  them  are  tainted  with 
this  Vice  againft  thofe  immediately  above 
them.  If  the  Pupil  of  a  famous  Artilt  is  of  a 
bright  Genius,  and  uncommon  Application,  he 
firft  adores  his  Mafter ;  but  as  his  own  Skill 
Increafes,  he  begins  infenfibly  to  envy  what  he 

admired 


Digitized  by 


Remark  (N.)  i4y 

admired  before.  To  learn  the  nature  of  this 
Paflion,  and  that  it  confifts  in  what  I  have 
named,  we  are  but  to  obferve  that,  if  a  Pain- 
ter by  exerting  himfelf  comes  not  only  to 
ecjual  but  to  exceed  the  Man  he  envied, 
his  Sorrow  is  gone  and  all  his  Anger  difarm'd ; 
and  if  he  hated  him  before,  he  is  now  glad 
to  be  Friends  with  him,  if  the  other  will 
condefcend  to  it. 

Married  Women,  who  are  Guilty  of  this 
Vice,  which  few  are  not,  are  always  en- 
deavouring to  raife  the  fame  Paflion  in  their 
Spoufes ;  and  where  they  have  prevail'd,  En- 
vy and  Emulation  have  kept  more  Men  in 
Bounds,  and  reform'd  more  111  Husbands  from 
floth,  from  drinking  and  other  evil  courfes, 
than  all  the  Sermons  that  have  been  preach'd 
fince  the  time  of  the  Apoltles. 

As  every  Body  would  be  happy,  enjoy 
Pleafure  and  avoid  Pain  if  he  could,  fo  Self- 
love  bids  us  look  on  every  Creature  that  feems 
fatisfied,  as  a  Rival  in  Happinefs;  and  the 
Satisfa&ion  we  have  in  feeing  that  Felicity 
difturb'd,  without  any  advantage  to  ourfelves 
but  what  fprings  from  the  Pleafure  we  have 
in  beholding  it,  is  call'd  loving  mifchief  for  mif. 
chiefs  fake;  and  the  Motive  otwhich  that  frailty 
istherefult,Malice,  another  Offsprkig  derived 
from  the  fame  Original ;  for  if  there  was  no 
Envy  there  could  be  nq  Malice.  When  the 
Paflions  lye  dormant  we  have  ryo  apprehenfion 
of  them,  and  often  People  think  they  have 
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not  fuch  a  Fraily  in  their  Nature,  becaufe  that 
Moment  they  are  not  affe&ed  with  it. 

A  Gentleman  well  drefs'd,  who  happens  to 
be  dirty'd  all  over  by  a  Coach  or  a  Cart,  is 
laugb'd  at,  and  by  his  Inferiors  much  more 
than  his  Equals,  becaufe  they  envy  him  more : 
they  know  he  is  vex'd  at  it,  and  imagining  him 
to  be  happier  than  themfelves,  they  are  glad 
to  fee  him  meet  with  difpleafures  in  his  turn  : 
But  a  Young  Lady,  if  Ihe  be  in  a  ferious 
Mood,  inllead  of  laughing  at,  pities  him, 
becaufe  a  clean  Man  is  a  light  flie  takes  de- 
light in,  and  there  is  no  room  for  Envy.  At 
Difafters,  we  either  laugh,  or  pity  thofe  that 
befall  them,  according  to  the  Stock  we  are 

{>oflefs'd  of  either  of  Malice  or  Compaflion. 
f  a  Man  falls  or  hurts  himfelf  fo  flightly  that 
it  moves  not  the  firft,  we  laugh,  and  here  our 
Pity  and  Malice  fliake  us  alternately :  Indeed, 
Sir,  I  am  very  forry  for  it,  1  beg  your 
Pardon  for  laughing,  I  am  the  fillieft  Creature 
in  the  World,  then  laugh  again ;  and  again,  I  am 
indeed  very  forry,  and  fo  on.  Some  are  fo  Mali- 
cious thev  would  laugh  if  a  Man  broke  hit 
Leg,  and  others  are  fo  Companionate  that 
they  can  heartily  pity  a  Man  for  the  leafl 
Spot  in  his  Cloatns;  but  no  Body  is  fo  Savage 
that  no  Compaflion  can  touch  him,  nor 
any  Man  fo  good-natured  as  never  to  be 
aftefted  with  any  Malicious  Pleafure.  How 
ftrangely  our  Paflions  govern  us!  we  envy  a 
Man  for  being  Rich,  and  then  perfeftly  hate 
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him :  but  if  we  come  to  be  his  Equals,  wq 
are  calm,  and  the  kail  Condefcention  jn  him 
makes  us  Friends;  but  if  we  become  vifibly 
Superior  tQ  him  we  can  pity  his  Misfortunes. 
The  Reafon  why  Men  ot  true  good  Senie 
Envy  lefs  than  others,  is  becaufe  they  admire 
themfelves  with  lefs  hefitation  than  Fools  and 
filly  People ;  for  tho'  they  do  not  fhew  this 
to  others,  yet  the  Solidity  of  their  thinking 
gives  them  an  A  durance  or  their  real  Worth, 
which  Men  of  weak  underftanding  can  never 
feel  within,  tho'  they  oftei  counterfeit  it. 

The  Oftracifm  of  the  Greeks  was  a  Sacri- 
fice of  valuable  Men  made  to  Epidemick 
Envy,  and  often  applied  as  an  infallible  Reme- 
dy to  cure  ?and  prevent  the  Mifchiefs  of  Po- 
pular Spleen  and  Rancour.  A  Vi&im  of 
State  often  appeafes  the  Murmurs  of  a  whole 
Nation,  and  after  Ages  frequently  wonder  <it 
Barbarities  of  this  Nature,  which  under  the 
fame  Circumftances  they  would  have  com- 
mitted themfelves.  They  are  Compliments 
HO  the  Peoples  Malice,  wfiieh  k  never  better 
gratify 'd,  than  when  they  can  fee  a  great  Man 
Humbled.  We  believe  that  we  love  Juflice, 
and  to  fee  Merit  rewarded ;  but  if  Men  con- 
tinue long  in  the  firft  Pofts  of  Honour,  half 
of  us  grow  weary  of  thpm,  look  for  their 
Faults,  and  if  we  c&n  find  none,  we  fuppofp 
they  hide  them*  and  'tis  much  if  the  greatefl 
part  of  us  don't  wifli  them  difcarded.  This 
foul  play  the  beft  of  Meo  QUght  ever  to  ap- 

L  x  prehend 
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Prehend  from  all  who  are  not  their  immediate 
riends  or  Acquaintance,  becaufe  nothing  is 
more  tirefome  to  us  than  the  repetition  of 
Praifes  we  have  no  manner  of  lhare  in. 

The  more  a  Paflion  is  a  Compound  of  ma- 
ny others,  the  more  difficult  it  is  to  define 
it ;  and  the  more  it  is  tormenting  to  thofe 
that  labour  under  it,  the  greater  Cruelty  it  is 
capable  of  infpiring  them  with  againfl:  others : 
Therefore  nothing  is  more  whimfical  or  mif- 
chevious  than  Jealoufy,  which  is  made  up  of 
Love,  Hope,  Fear,  and  a  great  deal  of  Envy ; 
The  lait  has  been  futficiently  treated  of  al- 
ready, and  what  I  have  to  lay  of  Fear  the 
Reader  will  find  under  Remark  (R.)  So  that 
the  better  to  explain  and  illuftrate  this  odd 
Mixture,  the  Ingredients  I  fliall  further  fpeak 
of  in  this  Place  are  Hope  and  Love. 
•  Hoping  is  wilhing  with  fome  degree  of 
Confidence,  that  the  Thing  wifli'd  for  will 
come  to  pafs.  The  Firmnels  and  Imbecillity 
of  our  Hope  depend  entirely  on  the  greater 
or  lefler  Degree  of  our  Confidence,  and  all 
Hope  includes  Doubt ;  for  when  our  Confi- 
dence is  arriv'd  to  that  Height,  as  to  exclude  all 
Doubts,  it  becomes  a  Certainty,  and  we  take 
for  granted  what  we  only  hoped  for  before.  A 
filverlnkhorn  may  pafs  in  Speech,becaufe  every 
body  knows  what  we  mean  by  it,  but  a  cer- 
tain Hope  cannot :  For  a  Man  who  makes  ufe 
of  an  Epithet  that  deflroys  the  Eflence  of  the 
Subitantive  he  joins  it  to,  can  ha  ve  no  Meaning 
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at  all ;  and  the  more  clearly  we  underftand  the 
Force  of  the  Epithet,  ana  the  Nature  of  the 
Subftantive,  the  more  palpable  is  the  Nonfenfe 
of  the  heterogeneous  Compound.  The  Rea- 
fon  therefore  why  it  is  not  lb  Ihockingto  fome 
to  hear  a  Man  fpeak  of  certain  Hope,  as  if  he 
Ihould  talk  of  hot  Ice,  or  liquid  Oak,  is  not 
bec'aufe  there  is  lefs  Nonfenfe  contain'd  in  the 
firtt  than  there  is  in  either  of*  the  latter ;  but 
becaufe  the  Word  Hope,  I  mean  the  Effence 
of  it,  is  not  fo  clearly  underftood  by  the  Ge- 
nerality of  the  People,  as  the  Words  and  Ef- 
fences  of  Ice  and  Oak  are. 

Love  in  the  firft  place  fignifies  Affe&ion, 
fuch  as  Parents  and  Nurfes  bear,  to  Children, 
and  Friends  to  one  another ;  it  confifts  in  a 
Liking,  and  Well-wifliing  to  the  Perfon  be- 
loved. We  give  an  eafy  Conftruftion  to  his 
Words  and  A&ions,  and  feel  a  Pronenefs  to 
excufe,  and  forgive  his  Faults,  if  we  fee  a- 
ny;  his  Interelt  we  make  on  all  Accounts 
our  own,  even  to  our  Prejudice,  and  receive 
an  inward  Satisfaftion  for  fympathizing  with 
him  in  his  Sorrows,  as  well  as  Joys.  What  I 
faid  laft  is  not  impoffible,  whatever  it  may 
feem  to  be ;  for  when  we  are  fincere  in 
fharing  with  another  in  his  Misfortunes,  Self- 
Love  makes  us  believe,  that  the  Sufferings 
we  feel  muft  alleviate  and  leflen'thofe  of 
our  Friend,  and  whilft  this  fond  Reflexi- 
on is  foothing  our  Pain,  a  fecret  Pleafure  a- 
rifes  from  our  grieving  for  the  Perfon  we  love. 

L  3  Secondly, 
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Secondly,  By  Love  we  underftand  a  llrong 
Inclination*  in  its  Nature  diftinft  from  all  other 
Atfe&ions  of  Friendfliip,  Gratitude,  and  Con- 
sanguinity, that  Perfofts  of  different  Sexes,  af- 
ter likine,  bear  to  one  another :  It  is  in  this 
Signification  that  LoVe  enters  into  the  Com- 
pound of  Jeaioufy,  and  is  the  Effeft  as  well 
as  happy  Difguile  of  that  Paflion  that  prompts 
us  to  labour  for  the  Prefervation  of  our  Spe- 
cie's.  This  latter  Appetite  is  innate  both  in 
Men  and  Women,  who  are  not  defeftive  in 
their  Formation,  as  much  as  Hunger  or 
Thirft,  tho'  they  are  feldom  affefted  with  it 
before  the  Years  of  Puberty.    Could  we 
undrefs  Nature,  and  pry  into  her  deepeft 
Recefles,  we  fliould  dilcover  the  Seeds  or  this 
Paflion,  before  it  txerts  it  felf,  as  plainly  as 
we  fee  the  Teeth  in  an  Embrio,  before  the 
Gums  are  form'd.  There  are  few  healthy 
People  of  either  Sex,  whom  it  has  made  no 
ImprelEon  upon  before  Twenty :  Yet,  as  the 
Peace  and  Hapipinefs  of  the  Civil  Society  re- 
quire that  this  mould  be  kept  a  Secret,  never 
to  be  talk'd  of  in  Publick ;  fo  among  well-bred 
People  it  is  counted  highly  Criminal  to  menti- 
on before  Company  any  tningin  plain  Words, 
that  is  relating  to  this  Myftery  of  Succeflion  : 
By  which  Means  the  very  Name  of  the  Ap- 
petite, tho'  the  moft  neceflary  for  the  Con- 
tinuance of  Mankind,  is  become  odious,  and 
the  proper  Epithets  commonly  join'd  to  Luft 
are,  Filthy  and  ABomtnabie. 

This 
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This  Impulfe  of  Nature  in  People  of  ftri& 
Morals,  and  rigid  Modefty,  often  difturbs  the 
Body  for  a  confiderable  Time  before  it  is  un- 
derwood or  known  to  be  what  it  is,  and  it  is 
remarkable  that  the  moft  polifh'd  and  beft  in- 
ftru&ed  are  generally  the  moft  ignorant  as  to 
this  Affair  ;  and  here  I  can  but  obferve  the  Dif- 
ference between  Man  in  the  wild  State  of  Na- 
ture, and  the  fame  Creature  in  the  Civil  So- 
ciety. In  the  firft,  Men  and  Women,  if  left 
rude  and  untaught  in  the  Sciences  of  Modes 
and  Manners,  would  quickly  find  out  the 
Caufe  of  that  Difturbance,  and  be  at  a  lofs 
no  more  than  other  Animals  for  a  prefent  Re- 
medy :  Befides,  that  it  is  not  probable  they 
would  want  either  Precept  or  Example  from 
the  more  experience.  But  in  the  fecond,  where 
the  Rules  of  Religion,  Law  and  Decency  are 
to  be  follow'd,  and  obey'd  before  any 
Diftates  of  Nature,  the  Youth  of  both  Sex- 


Impulfe,  and  from  their  Infancy  artfully 
frighten'd  from  the  moft  remote  Approaches 
of  it.  The  Appetite  it  felf,  and  all  the 
Symptoms  of  it,  tho'  they  are  plainly  felt 
and  underftood, .  are  to  be  ftifled  with  Care 
and  Severity,  and  in  Women  flatly  difown'd ; 
and,  if  there  be  Occafion,  with  Ooftinacy  de- 
ny'd,  even  when  themfelves  are  vifibly  afFe&ed 
by  them.  If  it  throws  them  into  Diftempers, 
they  muft  be  cured  by  Phyfick,  or  elfe  pa- 
tiently bear  them  in  Silence;  and  it  is  the 

L  4  Intereft 
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Interefl  of  the  Society  to  preferve  Decency 
and  Politenefs;  that  Women  fhould  linger, 
walte,  and  die,  rather  than  relieve  themfelves 
in  an  unlawful  Manner ;  and  among  the  fafhio- 
nable  Part  of  Mankind,  the  People  of  Births 
and  Fortune,  it  is  expefted,  that  Matrimony : 
fhould  never  be  enter  d  upon  without  a  cu- 
rious Regard  to  Family,  Eltate,  and  Reputa- 
tion, and  in  the  making  of  Matches  the  Call 
of  Nature  be  the  very  laft  Confideration. 

Thofe  then  who  would  make  Love  and 
Luft  Synonimous  confound  the  Effeft  with  the 
Caufe  of  it :  yet  fuch  is  the  force  of  Education, 
and  a  Habit  of  thinking  as  we  are  taught,  that 
fometimes  Perfons  of  either  Sex  are  actually  in 
Love  without  feeling  any  Carnal  Defires,  or 
penetrating  into  the  Intentions  of  Nature,  the 
end  propofed  by  her  without  which  they 
could  never  have  been  affe&ed  with  that 
foft  of  Paflion.  That  there  are  fuch  is 
certain,  but  many  more  whofe  pretences 
to  thofe  refin'd  notions  are  only  upheld  by 
Art  and  Diffimulation.  Thofe,  who  are 
really  fuch  Platonick  Lovers  are  commonly 
the  pale-faced  weakly  People  of  cold 
and  phlegmatick  Confutations  in  either  Sex ; 
the  nail  and  robuft  of  bilious  Temperament 
and  a  fanguine  Complexion  never  entertain 
any  Love  fo  Spiritual  as  to  exclude  all 
thoughts  and  wiflies  that  relate  to  the  Body. 
But  if  the  mofl  Seraphick  Lovers  would  know 
the  original  of  their  Inclination,  let  them  but 
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fuppofe  that  another  ftiould  have  the  Corpo- 
ral Enjoyment  of  the  Perfon  beloved,  and  by 
the  Tortures  they'll  fuffer  from  that  Refledion 
they  will  foon  difcover  the  Nature  of  their 
Pailions:  Whereas  on  the  contrary,  Parents 
and  Friends  receive  a  Satisfa&ion  in  reflecting 
on  the  Joys  and  Comforts  of  a  Happy  Marriage, 
to  be  tailed  by  thofe  they  wilh  well  to. 

The  curious,  that  are  skill'd  in  anatomizing 
the  inviiible  part  of  Man,  will  obferve,  that  the 
more  fublime  and  exempt  this  Love  is  from 
all  thoughts  of  Senfuality,  the  more  fpurious 
it  is,  and  the  more  it  degenerates  from  its 
honelt   Original  and  primitive  Simplicity, 
The  Power  and  Sagacity  as  well  as  Labour 
and  Care  of  the  Politician  in  civilifing  the  So- 
ciety, has  been  no  where  more  confpicuous, 
than  in  the  Happy  Contrivance  of  playing 
our  Paflions  againit  one  another.   By  flatte- 
ring our  Pride  and  ftill  encreafmg  the  gtfbd  . 
Opinion  we  have  of  our  felves  on  the  one 
hand ;  and  infpiring  us  on  the  other  with  a 
fuperlative  Dread  and  mortal  Averfion  againft 
Shame,  the  Artful  Moralifts  have  taught  us 
chearfully  to  encounter  our  felves,  and  if 
not  fubdue,  at  leaft  fo  to  conceal  and  difguife 
our  darling  Paflion  Lull,  that  we  fcarce 
know  it  when  we  meet  with  it  in  our  own 
Breads;  Oh!  the  mighty  Prize  we  have  in 
view  for  all  our  Self-denial !  can  any  Man  be 
fo  ferious  as  to  abftain  from  Laughter,  when 
he  confiders  that  for  fo  much  deceit  and  infin- 
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cerity  praiSis'd  upon  our  felves  as  well  as  others, 
we  have  no  other  recompence  than  the  vain 
Satisfaction  of  making  our  Species  appear  more 
exalted  and  remote  from  that  of  other  Animals, 
than  it  really  is ;  and  we  In  our  Confciences 
know  it  to  oe?  Yet  this  is  Fadri,  and  in  it  we 
plainly  perceive  the  realbn  why  it  was  neceilary 
to  render  odious  every  Word  or  Adion  by 
which  we  might  difcover  the  innate  Defire  we 
feel  to  perpetuate  our  Kind i  and  why  tamely 
to  fubmit  to  the  violence  of  a  Furious  Ap- 
petite (which  is  painful  to  rellft)  and  inno- 
cently to  obey  the  moft  preffing  demand  of 
Nature  without  Guile  or  Hypocrify,  like  o- 
ther  Creatures,  ihould  be  branded  with  the 
Ignominious  Name  of  Brutality. 

What  we  call  Love  then  is  not  a  Ge- 
nuine, but  an  Adulterated  Appetite,  or  ra- 
ther a  Compound,  a  heap  of  feveral  con- 
tradictory Paffions  blended  in  one.  As  it 
is  a  produd  of  Nature  warp'd  by  Cuftom 
and  Education,  fo  the  true  Origin 
and  firft  Motive  of  it,  as  I  have  hinted  al- 
ready, is  llifled  in  well-bred  People,  and 
almoft  conceal'd  from  themlelves:  all 
which  is  the  reafon  that  as  thofe  affe&ed 
with  it  vary  in  Age,  Strength,  Resolution, 
Temper,  Circumftances  and  Manners,  the 
effe&s  of  it  are  fo  different,  whimfical,  fur- 
prizing  and  unaccountable. 

It  is  this  Paffion  that  makes  Jealoufy  fo 
troublefome,  and  the  Envy  of  it  often  fo  fatal : 
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thofe  who  imagine  that  there  may  be  Jealoufy 
without  Love,  do  not  underftand  that  Pal- 
fion.  Men  may  not  have  the  leaft  Affe&ion 
for  their  Wives,  and  yet  be  angry  with  them 
for  their  Conduft,  and  fufpiciou?  of  them 
either  with  or  without  a  Caufe :  But  what  in 
fuch  Cafes  affe&s  them  is  their  Pride,  the 
Concern  for  their  Reputation.  They  feel  a 
Hatred  againft  them  without  Remorfe ;  when 
they  are  Outrageous,  they  can  beat  them  and 
go  to  fleep  contentedly :  Such  Husbands  may 
watch  their  Dames  themfelves,  and  have  them 
obferved  by  others;  but  their  Vigilance  is  not 
fo  intenfe ;  they  are  not  fo  inquifitive  or  in- 
duftrious  in  their  Searches,  neither  do  they 
feel  that  Anxiety  of  Heart  at  the  Fear  of  a 
Difcovery,  as  wnen  Love  is  mix'd  with  the 
Pafllons. 

What  confirms  me  in  this  Opinion  is,  that 
we  never  obferve  this  Behaviour  between  a 
Man  and  his  Miftrefs  *  for  when  his  Love  is 
gone  and  he  fufpetfs  her  to  be  falfe,  he  leaves 
her,  and  troubles  his  Head  no  more  about  her : 
Whereas  it  is  the  greateft  Difficulty  imagina- 
ble, even  to  a  Man  of  Senfe,  to  part  with  a 


Faults  flie  may  be  guiky  of.  If  in  his  Anger 
he  ftrikes  her  he  is  uneafy  after  it  i  his  Love 
makes  him  reflefi  on  the  Burt  he  has  doneher, 
and  he  wants  to  be  reconcile  to  her  ag^ia 
He  may  talk  of  hating  her,  and  many  times 
from  his  Heart  wilh  her  hang'd,  but  If  he  . 

cannot 


Miftrefs  as  Ion 


he  loves  her,  whatever 
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ver  difmtangle himfelf  from  her:  tho'fheisre- 
prefented  in  the  moft  monftrous  Guilt  to  his 
imagination,  and  he  has  refolved  and  fwore  a 
thoufand  Times  never  to  come  near  her  a- 
gain,  there  is  no  trufting  him ;  even  when  he 
is  fully  convinced  of  her  Infidelity,  if  his  Love 
continues,  his  Defpair  is  never  fo  lafting,  but 
between  the  blackeft  Fits  of  it  he  relents, 
and  finds  lucid  Intervals  of  Hope ;  he  forms 
Excufes  for  her,  thinks  of  pardoning,  and 
in  order  to  it  racks  his  Invention  for  Pofli- 
bilities  that  may  make  her  appear  lefs  crimi- 
nal. , 


TH  AT  the  higheft  Good  confifled  in  Plea- 
fure,  was  tne  Doftrine  of  Epicurus, 
who  yet  led  a  Life  exemplary  for  Conti- 
nence, Sobriety,  and  other  Virtues,  which 
made  People  or  the  fucceeding  Ages  Quarrel 
about  the  Signification  of  Pleafure.  Thofe 
who  argued  from  the  Temperance  of  the  Phi- 
lofopher,  faid,  That  the  Delight  Epicurus 
meant,  was  being  virtuous ;  fo  Erafmus  in  his 
Colloquies  tells  us,  That  there  are  no  greater 
Epicures  than  pious  Chriftians.   Others  that 


(OJ  Real  Tleafures,  Comforts,  Eafe. 
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reflefted  on  the  diflblute  Manners  of  the 
greateft  Part  of  his  Followers,  would  have  it, 
that  by  Pleafures  he  could  have  underftood 
nothing  but  fenfual  Ones,  and  the  Gratification 
of  our  Paflions.  I  fhall  not  decide  their  Quarr 
rel,  but  am  of  Opinion,  that  whether  Men 
be  good  or  bad,  what  they  take  delight  in  is 
their  Pleafure,  and  not  to  look  out  for  any 
further  Etymology  from  the  learned  Lan- 
guages, I  believe  an  Englijhman  may  jultly 
call  every  Thing  a  Pleafure  that  pleafes  him, 
and  according  to  this  Definition,  we  ought 
to  difpute  no  more  about  Mens  Pleafures 
than  their  Taftes :  Trahit  Jua  quemque  Volu]>- 

Us. 

The  worldly-minded,  voluptuous  and  ambi- 
tious Man,  notwithftanding  he  is  void  of  Me- 
rit, covets  Precedence  every  where,  and  defires 
to  be  dignifVd  above  his  Betters :  He  aims  at 
fpacious  Palaces,  and  delicious  Gardens ;  his 
chief  Delight  is  in  exelling  others  in  ftately 
Horfes,  magnificent  Coaches,  a  numerous  At- 
tendance, and  dear-bought  Furniture.  To  gra- 
tify his  Lufl,  he  wiflies  for  genteel,  young, 
beautiful  Women  of  different  Charms  and 
Complexions  that  fhall  adore  his  Greatnefs, 
and  be  really  in  love  with  his  Perfon  :  His 
Cellars  he  would  have  ftored  with  the  Flower 
of  every  Country  that  produces  excellent 
Wines :  His  Table  he  defires  may  be  ferv'd 
with  many  Courfes,  and  each  of  them  con- 
tain a  choice  Variety  of  Dainties  not  eafily 
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purchas'd,  and  ample  Evidences  of  elaborate 
and  judicious  Coolcery ;  whilft  harmonious 
Mufick  and  well-couch'd  Flattery  entertain 
his  Hearing  by  Turns.  He  employs,  even 
in  the  meaneu  Trifles,  none  but  the  ableft 
and  moft  ingenious  Workmen,  that  his  Judg- . 
ment  and  Fancy  may  as  evidently  appear  in 
the  leaft  Things  that  belong  to  him,  as  his 
Wealth  and  Quality  are  manifefted  in  thofe 
pf  greater  Value.  He  defires  to  have  feveral 
Sets  of  witty,  facetious,  and  polite  People  to 
converfe  with,  and  among  them  he  would 
have  fome  famous  for  Learning  and  univerfal 
Knowledge :  For  his  ferious  Affairs,  he  wifties 
to  find  Men  of  Parts  and  Experience,  that 
ihould  be  diligent  and  faithful.  Thofe  that 
are  to  wait  on  him  he  would  have  handy, 
mannerly  and  difcreet,  of  comely  Afpeft,  and 
a  graceful  Mein  :  What  he  requires  in  them 
befides,  is  a  refpedful  Care  or  every  Thine; 
that  is  His,  Nimblenefs  without  Hurry,  Dis- 
patch without  Noife,  and  an  unlimited  Obe- 
dience to  his  Orders :  Nothing  he  thinks  more 
troublefome  than  fpeaking  to  Servants ;  where- 
fore he  will  only  be  attended  by  fuch,  as  by 
obferving  his  Looks  have  learn'd  to  interpret 
his  Will  from  his  flighteft  Motions.  He  loves 
to  fee  an  elegant  Nicety  in  every  thing  that 
approaches  him,  and  in  what  is  to  oe  employ'd 
about  his  Perfon  he  defires  a  fuperlative  Clean- 
linefs  to  be  religioufly  obferv'd.  The  chief 
Officers  of  his  Houlhoki  be  would  have  to 
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be  Men  of  Birth,  Honour  and  Diflin&ion,  as 
well  as  Order,  Contrivance  and  Oeconomy ; 
for  tho'  he  loves  to  honour'd  by  every  Body, 
and  receives-  the  Refpefts  of  the  common 
People  with  Joy,  yet  the  Homage  that  is  paid 
him  by  Perfons  of  Quality  is  ravilhing  to  hiiri 
in  a  more  tranfcendent  manner. 

Whilft  thus  wallowing  in  a  Sea  of  Luft  and 
Vanity,  he  is  wholly  employ'd  in  provoking 
and  indulging  his  Appetites,  he  defires  the 
World  lhould  think  nim  altogether  free  from 
Pride  and  Senfuality,  and  put  a  favourable 
Conilru&ion  upon  his  moll  glaring  Vices : 
Nay,  if  his  Authority  can  purchafe  it,  he  co- 
vets to  be  thought  Wife,  Brave,  Generous, 
Good-natur'd,  and  endu'd  with  all  the  Vir- 
tues he  thinks  worth  having.  He  would 
have  us  believe  that  the  Pomp  and  Luxu- 
ry he  is  ferv'd  with  are  as  many  tirefome 
Plagues  to  him  ;  and  all  the  Grandeur  he 
appears  in  is  an  ungrateful  Burden,  which, 
to  his  Sorrow,  is  infeparable  from  the  high 
Sphere  he  moves  in ;  that  his  noble  Mind, 
fo  much  exalted  above  vulgar  Capacities,  aims 
at  higher  ends,  and  cannot  relifh  fuch  worths 
lefs  Enjoyments;  that  the  higheft  of  his  Am- 
bition is  to  promote  the  publick  Welfare,  and 
his  greateft  Pleafure  to  lee  his  Country  flou- 
rifti,  and  every  Body  in  it  made  happy.  Thefe 
are  call'd  real  Pleafures  by  the  Vicious  and 
Earthly-minded,  and  whoever  is  able,  either 
by  his  Skill  or  Fortune,  after  this  refin'd 
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manner  at  once  to  enjoy  the  World,  and  the 
good  Opinion  of  it,  is  counted  extremely 
happy  by  all  the  moft  fafhionable  part  of  the 
People. 

But  on  the  other  fide,  moft  of  the  ancient 
Philofophers  and  grave  Moralifts,  efpecially 
the  Stoic/is,  would  not  allow  any  Thing  to 
be  a  real  Good  that  was  liable  to  be  taken 
from  them  by  others.  They  wifely  confider'd 
the  Inftability  of  Fortune,  and  the  Favour  of 
Princes ;  the  Vanity  of  Honour,  and  popular 
Applaufe ;  the  Precarioufnefs  of  Riches,  and 
all  earthly  PofTeflions;  and  therefore  placed 
true  Happinefs  in  the  calm  Serenity  of  a  con- 
tented Mind  free  from  Guilt  and  Ambition ; 
a  Mind,  that,  having  fubdued  every  fenfual 
Appetite,  defpifes  the  Smiles  as  well  as  Frowns 
ot  r  ortune,  and  taking  no  delight  but  in  Con- 
templation, defires  nothing  but  what  every 
Body  is  able  to  give  to  himfelf :  A  Mind,  that 
arm'd  with  Fortitude  and  Refolution  has  learn'd 
to  fuftain  the  greateft  Lofles  without  Concern, 
to  endure  Pain  without  Affliftion,  and  to  bear 
Injuries  without  Refentment.  Many  have 
own'd  themfelves  arriv'd  to  this  height  of 
Self-denial,  and  then,  if  we  may  believe  them, 
they  were  rais'd  above  common  Mortals,  and 
their  Strength  extended  vaftly  beyond  the  pitch 
of  their  firft  Nature :  They  could  behold  the 
Anger  of  Threatning  Tyrants  and  the  moft 
imminent  Dangers  without  Terror,  and  pre- 
fexVd  their  Tranquility  in  the  midft  of  Tor- 
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ments:  Death  it  felf  they  could  meet  with 
Intrepidity,  and  left  the  World  with  no  greater 
Reludancy  than  they  had  fhew'd  Fondnefs  at 
their  Entrance  into  it. 

Thefe  among  the  Ancients  have  always  bore 
the  greateft  Sway ;  yet  others  that  were  no 
Fools  neither,  have  exploded  thofe  Precepts 
as  impracticable,  calTd  their  Notions  Roman- 
tick,  and  endeavour'd  to  prove  that  what 
thefe  Stoicks  aflerted  of  themfelves  exceeded 
all  human  Force  and  Poflibility,  and  that  there- 
*  fore  the  Virtues  they  boafted  of  could  be  no- 
thing but  haughty  Pretences  full  of  Arrogance 
and  Hypocrily  ;  yet  notwithftanding  thefe 
Cenfures,  the  ferious  part  of  the  World,  and 
the  generality  of  wife  Men  that  have  liv'd 
ever  fince  to  this  Day  agree  w7ith  the  Stoicks 
in  the  mod  material  Points ;  as  that  there 
can  be  no  true  Felicity  in  what  depends  on 
Things  perifliable ;  that  Peace  within  is  the 
greatell  Blefling,  and  no  Conqueit  like  that  of 
our  Paflions ;  that  Knowledge,  Temperance, 
Fortitude,  Humility,  and  other  Embellilhments 
of  the  Mind  are  the  molt  valuable  Acquifitions ; 
that  no  Man  can  be  happy  but  he  that  is  good ;  . 
and  that  the  Virtuous  are  only  capable  of  en-*  .' 
joying  real  'Pleafures. 

I  expeft  to  be  ask'd  why  in  the  Fable  I  have 
call'd  thofe Pleafures  real  that  are  dire&ly  op-, 
pofite  to  thofe  which  I  own  the  wife  Men  of  all 
Ages  have  extoll'd  as  the  moll  valuable.  My 
Anfwer  is,  becaufe  I  don't  call  things  Pleafures 

M  which 


Digitized  by  Google 


161  Remark  (0.) 

which  Men  fay  are  bed,  but  fuch  as  they  feem 
to  be  molt  pleafed  with;  how  can  I  believe 
that  a  Man's  chief  Delight  is  in  the  Embclliih- 
ments  of  the  Mind,  when  I  fee  him  ever  em- 
ploy'd  about  and  daily  purfue  the  Pleafures 
that  are  contrary  to  them  ?  John  never  cuts 
any  Pudding,  but  juft  enough,  that  you  can't 
fay  he  took  none ;  this  little  bit,  after  much 
cheflnping  and  chewing  you  fee  goes  down 
with  him  like  chop'd  Hay  *  after  he  falls  upon 
the  Beef  with  a  voracious  Appetite,  and  crams 
himfclf  to  his  Throat.  Is  it  not  provoking  to 
hear  John  cry  every  Day  that  Pudding  is  all 
his  Delight,  and  that  he  don't  value  the  Beef 
of  a  Farthing? 

I  could  fwagger  about  Fortitude  and  the 
Contempt  of  Riches  as  much  as  Seneca  him- 
felf,  and  would  undertake  to  write  twice  as 
much  in  behalf  of  Poverty  as  ever  he  did, 
for  the  tenth  part  of  his  Eftate:  I  could 
teach  the  way  to  his  Summum  bonum  as  ex- 
aftly  as  I  know  my  way  home :  I  could  tell 
People  that  to  extricate  themfelves  from  all 
worldly  Engagements,  and  to  purify  the  Mind, 
they  muft  divert  themfelves  of  their  Pa/Tions, 
as  Men  take  out  the  Furniture  when  they 
would  clean  a  Room  thoroughly ;  and  I  am 
clearly  of  the  Opinion,  that  the  Malice 
and  moft  fevere  Strokes  of  Fortune  can 
do  no  more  Injury  to  a  Mind  thus  ftript 
of  all  Fears,  Wifhes  and  Inclinations,  than 
a  blind  Horfe  can  do  in  an  empty  Barn. 
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In  the  Theory  of  all  this  I  am  very  perfeft, 
but  the  Practice  is  very  difficult;  and  if  you 
went  about  picking  my  Pocket,  offer 'd  to 
take  the  Vi&uals  from  before  me  when  I  am 
hungry,  or  made  but  the  lealt  motion  of 

Sr  itting  in  my  Face,  I  dare  not  promilc  how 
lilofophically  I  fliould  behave  my  felf.  But 
that  I  am  forced  to  fubmit  to  every  Caprice 
of  my  unruly  Nature,  you'll  fay,  is  no  Argu- 
ment that  others  are  as  little  Mailers  of  theirs, 
and  therefore  I  am  willing  to  pay  Adoration 
to  Virtue  wherever  I  can  meet  with  it,  with 
a  Provifo  that  I  fhall  not  be  obliged  to  admit 
any  as  fuch,  where  I  can  fee  no  Self-denial, 
or  to  judge  of  Mens  Sentiments  from  their 
Words,  where  I  have  their  Lives  before 
me. 

I  have  fcarch'd  through  every  Degree  and 
Station  of  Men,  and  confefs,  that  I  have  found 
no  where  more  Auiterity  of  Manners,  or  grea- 
ter Contempt  of  Earthly  Plcafures,  than  in  fome 
Religious  Houfes,  where  People  freely  refign- 
ing  and  retiring  from  the  World  to  combat 
themfelves,  have  no  other  Bufmefs  but  to  fub- 
due  their  Appetites.  What  can  be  a  greater 
Evidence  of  perfect  Chaftity,  and  a  ftiperlative 
Love  to  immaculate  Purity  in  Men  and  Wo- 
men, than  that  in  the  Prime  of  their  Age, 
when  Luft  is  mod  raging,  they  Ihould  a&ually 
feclude  themfelves  from  each  others  Company, 
and  by  a  voluntary  Renunciation  debar  them- 
felves for  Life,  not  only  from  Uncleannefs,  but 
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even  the  mod  lawful  Embraces  ?i  Thofe  that 
abftain  from  Flefli,  and  often  all  manner  of 
Food,  one  wou'd  think  in  the  right  way  to 
conquer  all  Carnal  Defires ;  and  I  could,  al- 
moft  fwear,  that  he  don't  confult  his  Eafe, 
who  daily  mawls  his  bare  Back  and  Shoul- 
ders with  unconfcionable  Stripes,  and  con- 
ftantly  roufed  at  Midnight  from  his  Sleep, 
leaves  his  Bed  for  his  Devotion.  Who  can 
defpife  Riches  more,  or  lhew  himfelf  lefs  A- 
vancious  than  he,  who  won't  fo  much  as 
touch  Gold  or  Silver,  no  not  with  his  Feet  ? 
Or  can  any  Mortal  lhew  himfelf  lefs  Luxurious 
or  more  humble  than  the  Man,  that  making 
Poverty  his  choice,  contents  himfelf  with 
Scraps  and  Fragments,  and  refufes  to  eat  any 
Bread  but  what  is  beitow'd  upon  him  by  the 
Charity  of  others  ? 

Sucn  fair  Inftances  of  Self-denial  would 
make  me  bow  down  to  Virtue,  if  I 
was  not  deter'd  and  warn'd  from  it  by  fo 
many  Perfons  of  Eminence  and  Learning, 
who  unanimoufly  tell  me  that  I  am  miftaken, 
and  all  I  have  feen  is  Farce  and  Hypocrify ; 
that  what  Seraphick  Love  they  may  pretend 
to,  there  is  notning  but  Difcora  among  them, 
and  that  how  Penitential  the  Nuns  and  Fry- 
ars  may  appear  in  their  feveral  Convents, 
they  none  of  them  facrifife  their  darling 
Lulls:  That  among  the  Women  they  are 
not  all  Virgins  that  pafs  for  fuch,  and  that 
if  I  was  to  be  let  into  their  Secrets,  and 
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examine  fome  of  their  Subterraneous  Priva- 
cies, I  lhould  foon  be  convinced  by  Scenes 
of  Horror,  that  fome  of  them-  muft  have 
been  Mothers.  That  among  the  Men  I  lhould 
find  Calumny,  Envy  and  111  Nature  in  the 
higheft  degree,  or  elfe  Gluttony,  Drunken- 
nefs,  and  Impurities  of  a  more  execrable  kind 
than  Adultery  itfelf :  And  as  for  the  Men- 
dicant Orders,  that  they  differ  in  nothing 
but  their  Habits  from  other  fturdy  Beggars, 
who  deceive  People  with  a  pitiful  Tone  and 
an  outward  Ihew  of  Mifery,  and  as  foon  as 
they  are  out  of  light,  lay  by  their  Cant,  in- 
dulge their  Appetites,  and  enjoy  one  ano- 
ther. 

If  the  ftrift  Rules,  and  fo  many  outward 
figns  of  Devotion  obferv'd  among  thofe  reli- 
gious Orders,  deferve  fuch  harfti  Cenfures, 
we  may  well  defoair  of  meeting  with  Virtue 
any  where  elfe ;  for  if  we  look  into  the  Aftions 
of  the  Antagonifts  and  greateft  Accufers  of 
thofe  Votaries,  we  lhall  not  find  fomuch  as  the 
appearance  of  Self-denial.  The  Reverend  Di- 
vines of  all  Sefts,  even  of  the  molt  Reformed 
Churches  in  all  Countries,  take  care  with  the 
Cyclops  Evangeliphorus  firll ;  ut  ventri  bene  fit> 
and  afterwards,  ne  quid  defit  its  qua  fub  ventre 
funt.  To  thefe  they'll  defire  you  to  add,  con- 
venient Houfes,  handfome  Furniture,  good 
Fires  in  Winter,  pleafant  Gardens  in  Summer, 
neat  Cloaths,  and  Money  enough  to  bring  up 
their  Children ;  Precedency  in  all  Companies, 
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Rcfpeft  from  every  body,  and  then  as  much 
Religion  as  you  pleafe.  The  things  I  have 
named  are  the  neceflary  Comforts  of  Life, 
which  the  moft  Modelt  are  not  afham'd  to 
claim,  and  which  they  are  very  uneafy  with- 
out. They  are,  'tis  true,  made  of  the  fame 
Mould,  and  have  the  fame  corrupt  Nature 
with  other  Men,  born  with  the  fame  Infirmi- 
ties, fubjeft  to  the  fame  Pallions,  and  liable  to 
the  fame  Temptations,  and  therefore  if  they 
are  diligent  in  their  Calling,  and  can  but  ab- 
Itain  from  Murder,  Adultery,  Swearing,  Drun- 
kennefs,  and  other  heinous  Vices,  their  Lives 
are  call'd  unblemifh'd,  and  their  Reputations 
unfpotted ;  their  Fundion  renders  them  holy, 
and  the  Gratification  of  fo  many  Carnal  Ap- 
petites, and  the  Enjoyment  of  fo  much  luxu-* 
jrious  Eafe  notwithstanding,  they  may  fet  up- 
on themfelvcs  what  Value  their  Pride  and 
Parts  will  allow  them. 

All  this  I  have  nothing  againft,  but  I  fee  no 
Self-denial,  without  which  there  can  be  no 
Virtue.  Is  it  fuch  a  Mortification  not  to  defire 
a  greater  Share  of  Worldly  Bleflings,  than 
what  every  reafonable  Man  ought  to  be  fatis- 
fy'd  with  ?  Or  is  there  any  mighty  Merit  in 
not  being  flagitious,  and  forbearing  Indecen- 
cies that  are  repugnant  to  good  Manners,  and 
which  no  prudent  Man  would  be  guilty  of, 
tho'  he  had  no  Religion  at  all? 

I  know  I  fliall  be  told,  that  the  Rcafon  why 
the  Clergy  are  fo  violent  in  their  Refentments, 
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when  at  any  time  they  are  but  in  the  leaft  af- 
fronted, and  fliew  themfelves  fo  void  of  all 
Patience  when  their  Rights  are  invaded,  is 
their  great  care  to  preferve  their  Calling,  their 
Profeffion  from  Contempt,  not  for  their  own 
fakes,  but  to  be  more  ierviceable  to  others. 
'Tis  the  fame  reafon  that  makes  'em  follici- 
tous  about  the  Comforts  and  Conveniencies 
of  Life ;  for  fhould  they  fuffer  themfelves  to 
be  infulted  over,  be  content  with  a  courfer 
Diet,  and  wear  more  ordinary  Cloaths  than 
other  People,  the  Multitude,  who  judge  from 
outward  Appearances,  would  be  apt  to  think 


Care  of  Providence  than  other  Folks,  and  fo 
not  only  undervalue  their  Perfons,  but  de- 
fpife  likewife  all  the  Reproofs  and  Inftruftions 
that  came  from  'em.  This  is  an  admirable 
Plea,  and  as  it  is  much  made  ufe  of,  I'll  try 
the  worth  of  it. 

I  am  not  of  the  Learned  Dr.  Eachard's  O- 
pinton,  that  Poverty  is  one  of  thofe  things 
that  bring  the  Clergy  into  Contempt,  toy  fur- 
ther than  as  it  may  be  an  occaiion  of  aifco- 
vering  their  blind  fide:  For  when  Men  are 
always  ftruggling  with  their  low  Condition, 
and  are  unable  to  bear  the  Burthen  of  it 
without  Relu&ancy,  it  is  then  they  fhew  how 
uneafy  their  Poverty  fits  upon  them,  how 
gkd  they  would  be  to  have  their  Circumftan- 
ces  meliorated,  and  what  a  real  value  they 
fove  for  the  good  things  of  this  World. 
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He  that  harangues  on  the  Contempt  of  Riches, 
and  the  Vanity  of  Earthly  Enjoyments,  in  a 
nifty  threadbare  Gown,  oecaule  he  has  no 
other,  and  would  wear  his  old  greafy  Hat  no 
longer  if  any  body  would  give  him  a  better; 
that  drinks  Small-beer  at  Home  with  a  heavy 
Countenance,  but  leaps  at  a  Glafs  of  Wine  if 
he  can  catch  it  Abroad ;  that  with  little  Ap- 
petite feeds  upon  his  own  courfe  Mefs,  but 
falls  to  greedily  where  he  can  pleafe  his  Pa- 
late, and  exprefles  an  uncommon  Joy  at  an 
Invitation  to  a  fplendid  Dinner:  'lis  he  that 
is  defpifed,  not  becaufe  he  is  Poor,  but  be- 
caufe  he  knows  not  how  to  be  fo  with  that 
Content  and  Refignation  which  he  preaches 
to  others,  and  fo  difcovers  his  Inclinations  to 
be  contrary  to  his  Doftrine.  But  when  a 
Man  from  the  greatnefs  of  his  Soul  (or  an  ob- 
llinate  Vanity,  which  will  do  as  well)  revol- 
ving to  fubbue  his  Appetites  in  good  earneft, 
refiifes  all  the  offers  of  Eafe  and  Luxury  that 
can  be  made  to  him,  and  embracing  a  vo- 
luntary Poverty  with  chearfulnefs,  rejefts 
whatever  may  gratify  the  Senfes,  and  aftually 
facrififes  all  his  Faffions  to  his  Pride  in  afting 
this  Part,  the  Vulgar,  far  from  contemning, 
will  be  ready  to  deify  and  adore  him.  How  fa- 
mous have  the  Cynic k  Philofophers  made  them- 
felves,  only  by  refufingto  diiiimulate  and  make 
ufe  of  Superfluities  ?  Did  not  the  mod  Ambi- 
tious Monarch  the  World  ever  boje,  conde- 
fcend  to  vifit  'Diogenes  in  his  Tub,  and  return 
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to  a  ftudy'd  Incivility,  the  higheft  Compliment 
a  Man  of  his  Pride  was  able  to  make? 

Mankind  are  very  willing  to  take  one  ano- 
thers  Word,  when  they  fee  fome  Circumftances 
that  corroborate  what  is  told  them ;  but  when 
our  A&ions  direftly  contradict  what  we  fay, 
it  is  counted  Impudence  to  defire  Belief.  It  a 
jolly  hail  Fellow  with  glowing  Cheeks  and 
warm  Hands,  newly  return'dfrom  fome  fmart 
Exercife,  or  elfe  the  Cold  Bath,  tells  us  in 
frofty  Weather,  that  he  cares  not  for  the  Fire, 
we  are  eafily  induced  to  believe  him,  efpecially 
if  he  actually  turns  from  it,  and  we  know  by 
his  Circumitances  that  he  wants  neither  Fuel 
nor  Cloaths :  but  if  we  Ihould  hear  the  fame 
from  the  Mouth  of  a  poor  ftarv'd  Wretch, 
with  fwell'd  Hands,  and  a  livid  Countenance, 
in  a  thin  ragged  Garment,  we  fliould  not  be- 
lieve a  word  of  what  he  faid,  efpecially  if 
we  faw  him  fliaking  and  fliivering,  creep 
toward  the  Sunny  Bank;  and  we  would 
conclude,  let  him  fay  what  he  could,  that 
warm  Cloaths  and  a  good  Fire  would  be 
very  acceptable  to  him.   The  Application  is 
eafy,  and  therefore  if  there  be  any  Clergy 
upon  Earth  that  would  be  thought  not  to 
care  for  the  World,   and  to  value  the  Soul 
above  the  Body,  let  them  only  forbear  fhew- 
ing  a  greater  concern  for  their  Senfual  Plea- 
fures  than  they  generally  do  for  their  Spi- 
ritual ones,    and  they  may  reft  fatisfy'd, 
that  no  Poverty,  whilll:  they  bear  it  with  For- 
titude, 
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titudc,  will  ever  bring  them  into  Contempt, 
how  mean  foever  their  Circumftances  may  be. 

Let  usfuppofe  a  Pallor  that  has  a  little  Flock 
entrufted  to  nim,  of  which  he  is  very  careful : 
He  preaches,  vifits,  exhorts,  reproves  among 
his  People  with  Zeal  and  Prudence,  and  does 
them  all  the  kind  Offices  that  lie  in  his  Power 
to  make  them  happy.  There  is  no  doubt  but 
thofe  under  his  Care  mult  be  very  much  oblig'd 
to  him.  Now  we'll  fuppofe  once  more,  that 
this  good  Man  by  the  help  of  a  little  Self-denial, 
is  contented  to  live  upon  half  his  Income, 
accepting  only  of  Twenty  Pounds  a  Year  in- 
ftead  of  Forty,  which  he  could  claim;  and 
moreover  that  he  loves  his  Parifliioners  fo  well, 
that  he  will  never  leave  them  for  any  Pre- 
ferment whatever,  no  not  a  BHhoprick,  tho* 
it  be  offer 'd.  I  can't  fee  but  all  this  might  be 
an  eafy  task  to  a  Man  who  profeffes  Mortifi- 
cation, and  has  no  Value  for  worldly  Pleafures ; 
yet  fuch  a  difinterefted  Divine  I  dare  promife, 
notwithftanding  the  great  degeneracy  of 
Mankind,  will  be  lov'd,  elteem'd,  and  have 
every  Body's  good  Word;  nay  I  would 
fwear,  that  tho'  he  fhould  yet  further  exert 
himfelf,  give  above  half  of  nis  fmall  Revenue 
to  the  Poor,  live  upon  nothing  but  Oat- 
meal and  Water,  lie  upon  Straw,  and  wear 
the  coarfeft  Cloth  that  could  be  made, 
his  mean  way  of  Living  would  never  be 
reflected  on,  or  be  a  Difparagernent  either 
to  himfelf  or  the  Order  he  belong'd  to; 
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but  that  on  the  contrary  his  Poverty  would 
never  be  mention'd  but  to  his  Glory,  as  long 
as  his  Memory  Ihould  laft. 

But  (fays  a  charitable  young  Gentlewoman), 
tho'  you  have  the  Heart  to  Itarve  your  Par- 
fon,  have  you  no  Bowels  of  Compaffion  for 
his  Wife  and  Children?  Pray  what  mull  re- 
main of  Forty  Pounds  a  Year  after  it  has  been 
twice  fo  unmercifully  fplit?    Or  would  you 
have  the  poor  Woman  and  the  innocent  Babes 
likewife  live  upon  Oatmeal  and  Water,  and 
lie  upon  Straw,  you  unconfcionable  Wretch, 
with  all  your  Suppofitions  and  Self-denials? 
Nay,  is  it  poffible,  tho*  they  fliould  all  live  at 
your  own  murd  ring  rate,  that  lefs  than  Ten 
rounds  a  Year  could  maintain  a  Family? — 
Don't  be  in  a  Pallion,  good  Mrs.  Abigail* 
I  have  a  greater  regard  for  your  Sex  than  to 
prefcribe  iuch  a  lean  Diet  to  married  Men ; 
but  I  confefs  I  forgot  the  Wives  and,  Children : 
The  main  Rcafon  was,  becaufe  I  thought 
poor  Prielts  could  have  no  occafion  for  them, 
AVho  could  imagine  that  the  Parfon,  who  is 
to  teach  others  by  Example  as  well  as  Pre- 
cept, was  not  able  to  withftand  thofe  De- 
fires  which  the  wicked  World  it  felf  calls  un- 
reasonable? What  is  the  reafon  when  a'Pren- 
tice  marries  before  he  is  out  of  his  Time,  that 
unlefs  he  meets  with  a  good  Fortune,  all  his 
Relations  are  angry  with  him,  and  every  bo- 
dy blames  him  ?  Nothing  elfe  but  becaufe  at 
f hat  time  he  has  no  Money  at  bis  difpofal*  and 
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being  bound  to  his  Matter's  Service,  has  no 
leifure,  and  perhaps  little  Capacity  to  provide 
for  a  Family.  What  muft  we  fay  to  a  Parfon 
that  has  Twenty,  or  if  you  will  Forty  Pounds 
a  Year,  that  being  bound  more  ftriftly  to  all 
the  Services  a  Parilh  and  his  Duty  require,  has 
little  time  and  generally  much  lefs  Ability  to 
get  any  more  ?  Is  it  not  very  reafonable  he 
ihould  Marry  ?  But  why  Ihould  a  fober  youn 
Man,  who  is  guilty  of  no  Vice,  be  debarr'i 
from  lawful  Enjoyments?  Right;  Marriage 
is  lawful,  and  fo  is  a  Coaeh ;  but  what  is 
that  to  People  that  have  not  Money  enough 
to  keep  one?  If  he  mult  have  a  Wife,  let 
him  look  out  for  one  with  Money,  or  wait 
for  a  greater  Benefice  or  fomething  elfe  to 
maintain  her  handfomely,  and  bear  all  incident 
Charges.  But  no  body  that  has  any  thing 
her  felf  will  have  him,  and  he  can't  Hay: 
He  has  a  very  good  Stomach,  and  all  trie 
Symptoms  of  Health;  'tis  not  every  body 
that  can  live  without  a  Woman ;  'tis  better 
to  Marry  than  burn. —  What  a  World  of 
Self-denial  is  here  ?  The  fober  young  Man  is 
very  willing  to  be  Virtuous,  but  you  muft 
not  crofs  his  Inclinations ;  he  promifes  never 
to  be  a  Deer-ltealer,  upon  Condition  that  he 
lhall  have  Venifon  of  his  own,  and  no  body 
muft  doubt  but  that  if  it  came  to  the  Puih, 
he  is  qualify'd  to  fuffer  Martyrdom,  tho'  he 
owns  that  ne  has  not  Strength  enough,  patir 
ently  to  bear  a  fcratch'd  Finger. 
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W  hen  we  fee  fo  many  of  the  Clergy,  to  in- 
dulge their  Luft,  a  brutilli  Appetite,  run  them- 
felves  after  this  manner  upon  an  inevitable  Po- 
verty, which  unlefs  they  could  bear  it  with 
greater  Fortitude  than  they  difc over  in  all  their 
Aftions,  mull  of  neceffity  make  them  contem- 
ptible to  all  the  World,  what  Credit  muft 
we  give  them,  when  they  pretend  that  they 
conform  themfelves  to  the  World,  not  be- 
caufe  they  take  delight  in  the  feveral  Decen- 
cies, Conveniences,  and  Ornaments  of  it,  but 
only  to  preferve  their  Funftion  from  Con- 
tempt, in  order  to  be  more  ufeful  to  others  ? 
Have  we  not  reafon  to  believe,  that  what 
they  fay  is  full  of  Hypocrify  and  Fallhood,  and 
that  Concupifcence  is  not  the  only  Appetite 
they  want  to  gratify ;  that  the  haughty  Airs 
and  quick  Senfe  of  Injuries,  the  curious  Ele- 

fance  in  Brefs,  and  nicenefs  of  Palate,  to 
e  obferv'd  in  moll  of  them  that  are  able  to 
fhew  them,  are  the  Refults  of  Pride  and  Lu- 
xury in  them  as  they  are  in  other  People,  and 
that  the  Clergy  are  not  poflefs'd  of  more  in- 
trinfick  Virtue  than  any  other  Profeffion? 

I  am  afraid  that  by  this  time  I  have 
given  many  of  my  Readers  a  real  Difplea- 
lure,  by  dwelling  fo  long  upon  the  reali- 
ty of  Pleafure ;  But  I  can't  help  it,  there 
is  one  thing  comes  into  my  Head  to  cor- 
roborate what  I  have  urg'd  already,  which 
I  can't  forbear  mentioning :  It  is  this : 
Thofe  who  govern  others  throughout  the 
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World,  arc  at  leaft  as  Wife  as  the  People 


If  for  this  reafon  wc  would  take  Pattern  from 
our  Superiors,  we  have  but  to  call  our  Eyes 
on  all  the  Courts  and  Governments  in  the  Uni- 
verfe,  and  we  ihall  foon  perceive  from  the 
A&ions  of  the  Great  ones,  which  Opinion  they 
fide  with,  and  what  Plcafures  thofe  in  the 
higheft  Stations  of  all  fecm  to  be  moil  fond  of ; 
For  if  it  be  allowable  at  all  to  judge  of  People's 
Inclinations  from  their  manner  of  Living,  none 
can  be  lefs  injur'd  by  it  than  thofe  who  are 
the  molt  at  Liberty  to  do  as  they  pleafe. 

If  the  great  ones  of  the  Clergy  as  well  as  the 
Laity  of  any  Country  whatever,  had  no  value 
for  tardily  Pleafures,  and  did  not  endeavour 
to  gratify  their  Appetites,  why  are  Envy 
and  Revenge  fo  raging  among  them,  and 
all  the  other  Pafllons  improved  and  refin'd 
upon  in  Courts  of  Princes  more  than  any 
where  elfe,  and  wrhy  are  their  Repalts,  their 
Recreations,  and  whole  manner  of  Living 
always  fuch  as  are  approv'd  of,  coveted, 
and  imitated  by  the  molt  fenfual  People  of 
that  fame  Country?  If  defpiling  all  vifible 
Decorations  they  were  only  in  Love  with 
the  EmbelliHiments  of  the  Mind,  why  Ihould 
they  borrow  fo  many  of  the  Implements,  and 
make  ufe  of  the  moft  darling  Toys  of 
the  Luxurious?  Why  Ihould  a  Lord- 
Treafurer,  or  a  Bilhop,  or  even  the  Grand 
Signior,  or  the  Pope  of  Rome,  to  be  good  and 


that  are  govern'd  by  them 
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virtuous,  and  endeavour  the  Conqueft  of  his 
Paflions,  have  occafion  for  greater  Revenues, 
richer  Furniture,  or  a  more  numerous  Atten- 
dance, as  to  Perfonal  Service,  than  a  private 
Man?  What  Virtue  is  it  the  Exercife  of  which 
requires  fo  much  Pomp  and  Superfluity,  as  are 
to  oe  feen  by  all  Men  in  Power  ?  A  Man  has  as 
much  opportunity  to  praftile  Temperance, 
that  has  but  one  Difh  at  a  Meal,  as  he  that  is 
conftantly  ferv'd  with  three  Couries  and  a  do- 
zen Diflies  in  each :  One  may  exercife  as  much 
Patience,  and  be  as  full  of  Self-denial  on  a  few 
Flocks,withoutCurtainsorTefter,as  in  a  Vel- 
vet Bed  that  is  Sixteen  Foot  high.  The  Vir- 
tuous Pofleflions  of  the  Mind  are  neither 
Charge  nor  Burden :  A  Man  may  bear  Mis- 
fortunes with  Fortitude  in  a  Garret,  forgive 
Injuries  a-foot,  and  be  Charte,  tho'  he  has 
not  a  Shirt  to  his  Back ;  and  therefore  I  fhall 
never  believe,  but  that  an  indifferent  Skuller, 
if  he  was  entrufled  with  it,  might  carry  all 
the  Learning  and  Religion  that  one  Man  can 
contain,  as  well  as  a  Barge  with  Six  Oars, 
efpecially  if  it  was  but  to  crofs  from  Lam- 
beth to  Weftminfter;  or  that  Humility  is  fo 

}>onderous  a  Virtue,  that  it  requires  fix  Hor- 
es  to  draw  it. 

To  fay,  that  Men  not  being  fo  eafily  go- 
yern'd  by  their  Equals  as  by  their  Superiors, 
it  is  neceflary  that  to  keep  the  multitude  in 
awe,  thofe  who  rule  over  us  fliould  excel 
others  in  outward  Appearance,  and  confe- 
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Suently  that  all  in  high  Stations  fliould  have 
adges  of  Honour,  "and  Enfigns  of  Power  to 
be  diftinguifh'd  from  the  Vulgar,  is  a  frivolous 
Objeftion.  This  in  the  firft  Place  can  only  be 
of  life  to  poor  Princes,  and  weak  and  preca- 
rious Governments,  that  being  actually  unable 
to  maintain  the  publick  Peace,  are  obliged 
with  a  Pageant  Shew  to  make  up  what  they 
want  in  real  Power :  So  the  Governor  of  Ba- 
tavia  in  the  Eajt-Indies  is  forced  to  keep  up 
a  Grandeur,  and  live  in  Magnificence  above 
his  Quality  to  ftrike  a  Terror  in  the  Natives  of 
Java,  who,  if  they  had  Skill  and  Conduct,  are 
llrong  enough  to  deitroy  ten  times  the  num- 
ber of  their  Matters ;  but  great  Princes  and 
States  that  keep  large  Fleets  at  Sea  and  nume- 
rous Armies  in  the  Field,  have  no  occafion  for 
fuch  Stratagems ;  for  what  makes  'em  formi- 
dable Abroad,  will  never  fail  to  be  their  Se- 
curity at  Home.  Secondly,  what  mull  pro- 
tect the  Lives  and  Wealth  of  People  from  the 
Attempts  of  wicked  Men  in  all  Societies,  is 
the  Severity  of  the  Laws,  and  diligent  Admi- 
niftration  of  impartial  Juftice.  Theft,  Houfe- 
breaking  and  Murther  are  not  to  be  prevented 
by  the  Scarlet  Gowns  of  the  Aldermen,  the 
Gold  Chains  of  the  Sheriffs,  the  fine  Trappings 
of  their  Horfes,  or  any  gawdy  Shew  what- 
ever :  Thofe  pageant  Ornaments  are  benefi- 
cial another  way ;  they  are  eloquent  Leftures 
•  toTrentices,  and  the  ufe  of  them  is  to  ani- 
mate, not  to  deter:  but  Men  of  abandon'd 
:  -  ^  Principles 
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Principles  muft  be  aw'd  by  rugged  Officers* 
ftrong  Prifons,  watchful  laylors,  the  Hang- 
man and  the  Gallows.  If  London  was  to  be 
one  Week  deftitute  of  Conflables  and  Watch- 
men to  guard  the  Houfes  a-nights,  half  the 
Bankers  would  be  ruin'd  in  that  time,  and  if 
tny  Lord  Mayor  had  nothing  to  defend  him- 
felf  but  his  great  two-handed  Sword,  the  huge 
Cap  of  Maintenance,  and  his  gilded  Mace, 
he  would  foon  be  (trip  d  in  the  very  Streets  of 
the  City  of  all  his  Finery  in  his  ftatelv  Coach. 

But  let  us  grant  that  the  Eyes  of  tne  Mobi- 
lity are  to  be  dazled  with  a  gawdy  outfide ;  if 
Virtue  was  the  chief  delight  of  great  Men,  why 
fhould  their  Extravagance  be  extended  to 
Things  not  underftood  dv  the  Mob,  and  wholly 
removed  from  publick  View,  I  mean  their  pri- 
vate Diverfions,  the  Pomp  and  Luxury  of  the 
Dining  Room  and  the  Bed-Chamber,  and  the 
Curiofities  of  the  Clofet  ?  Few  of  the  Vulgar 
know  that  there  is  Wine  of  a  Guinea  the  Bot- 
tle, that  Birds  no  bigger  than  Larks  are  often 
fold  for  half  a  Guinea  a-piece,  or  that  a  fingle 
Pifture  may  be  worth  feveral  thoufand  Pounds : 
Belides,  is  it  to  be  imagin'd,  that  unlefs  it  was 
to  pleafe  their  own  Appetites  Men  (hould  put 
themfelves  to  fuch  vaftExpences  for  a  Political 
Shew,  and  be  fo  follicitous  to  gain  the  Efteem 
of  thofe  whom  they  fo  much  defpife  in  every 
thing  elfe  ?  If  we  allow  that  the  Splendor  and 
all  the  Elegancy  of  a  Court  are  inlipid,  and 
only  tirefome  to  the  Prince  himfelf,  and  are 
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altogether  made  life  of  to  preferve  Royal  Maje- 
ity  from  Contempt,  can  we  fey  the  fame  of  half 
a  dozen  illegitimate  Children,  molt  of  them  the 
Offspring  of  Adultery  by  the  fame  Majefty, 
got,  educated,  and  made  Princes  at  the  Ex- 
pence  of  the  Nation  ?  Therefore  it  is  evident, 
that  this  awing  of  the  Multitude  by  a  diftin- 

fuilh'd  manner  of  living,  is  only  a  Cloak  and 
'retence,  under  which  great  Men  would 
ihelter  their  Vanity,  and  indulge  every  Appe- 
tite about  them  without  Reproach. 
.  A  Burgomaiter  of  Amjierdam  in  his  plain, 
black  Suit,  folio w'd  perhaps  by  one  Footman, 
is  fully  as  much  refpefted  and  better  obey'd 
than  ,  a  Lord  Mayor  of  London  with  all  his  fplen- 
did  Equipage  and  great  Train  of  Attendance. 
Where  there  is  a  real  Power  it  is  ridiculous  to 
think  that  any  Temperance  or  Aulterity  of  Life 
fhould  ever  render  the  Perfon  in  whom  that 
Power  is  lodg'd  contemptible  in  his  Office, 
from  an  Emperor  to  the  Beadle  of  a  Parifh. 
Cato  in  his  Government  of  Spain,  in  which  he 
acquitted  himfelf  with  fo  much  Glory,  had  only 
three  Servants  to  attend  him ;  do  we  hear  that 
any  of  his  Orders  were  ever  flighted  for  this, 
notwkhftanding  that  he  lov'd  his  Bottle  ?  And 
when  that  great  Man  march'd  on  Foot  thro' 
the  icorching  Sands  of  Libya,  and  parch'd  up 
with  Thirft,  refus'd  to  touch  the  Water  that 
was  brought  him,  before  all  his  Soldiers  had 
drank,  do  we  ever  read  that  this  Heroick  For- 
bearance weakned  his  Authority,  or  leflen'd 
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him  in  the  Efteem  of  his  Army?  But  what 
aeed  we  go  fo  far  off :  There  has  not  thefe 
many  Ages  been  a  Prince  lefs  inclin'd  to  Pomp 
and  Luxury  than  the  f  prefent  King  ^  This  was 
of  Sweden,  who  enamour'd  with  the  wrote  in 
Title  of  Hero,  has  not  only  facrific'd:  I?I4- 
the  Lives  of  his  Subjeds,  and  Welfare  of  his 
Dominions,  but  (what  is  more  uncommon  in 
Sovereigns)  his  ownEafe,  and  all  the  Comforts 
of  Life,  to  an  implacable  Spirit  of  Revenge; 
yet  he  is  obey'd  to  the  Ruin  of  his  People,  in 
obftinately  maintaining  a  War  that  has  almolt 
utterly  deftroy'd  his  Kingdom. 

Thus  I  have  prov'd,  that  the  real  Pleafures 
of  all  Men  in  Nature  are  worldly  and  fenfual, 
if  we  judge  from  their  Practice ;  I  fay  all  Men 
in  Nature,  becaufe  Devout  Chriitians,  who 
alone  are  to  be  excepted  here,  being  regenera- 
ted, and  preternaturally  afliited  by  the  Divine 
Grace,  cannot  be  faid  to  be  in  Nature.  How 
ftrange  it  is,  that  they  fhould  all  fo  unani- 
mouily  deny  it!  Ask  not  only  the  Divines 
and  Moralifts  of  every  Nation,  but  likewife 
all  that  are  rich  and  powerful,  about  real 
Pleafure,  and  they'll  tell  you,  with  the  Stoicks, 
that  there  can  be  no  true  Felicity  in  Things 
Mundane  and  Corruptible:  but  then  look 
upon  their  Lives  and  you  will  find  they  take 
delight  in  no  other. 

What  muft  we  do  in  this  Dilemma?  Shall 
We  be  fo  uncharitable,  as  judging  from  Men's 
Aftions  tofay,  That  all  the  W  orid  prevaricates, 
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and  that  this  is  not  their  Opinion,  let  them 
talk  what  they  will  ?  Or  Ihall  we  be  fo  filly, 
as  relying  on  what  they  fay,  to  think  them 
fincerein  their  Sentiments,  and  fo  not  believe 
our  own  Eyes ;  or  ihall  we  rather  endeavour 
to  believe  our  felves  and  them  too,  and  fay 
with  Montagne,  that  they  imagine,  and  are 
fully  perfwaded,  that  they  believe  what  yet 
they  do  not  believe  ?  Thefe  are  his  W  oras ; 
Some  impofe  on  the  W or  Id,  and  would  be  thought 
to  believe  what  they  really  don't :  but  much  the 


to  believe.  But  this  is  making  all  Mankind  either 
Fools  or  Impollors,  which  to  avoid,  there  is  no- 
thing left  us,  but  to  fay  what  Mr.  Bayle  has  en- 
deavour'd  to  prove  at  large  in  his  Refleftions 
on  Comets ;  That  Man  is  fo  unaccountable  a 
Creature  as  to  aft  moft  commonly  againft  his 
Principle;  and  this  is  fo  far  from  being  in- 
jurious, that  it  is  a  Compliment  to  Human 
Nature,  for  we  muft  fay  either  this  or  worfe. 

This  Contradiction  in  the  Frame  of  Man 
is  the  Reafon  that  the  Theory  of  Virtue 
is  fo  well  underltood,  and  the  Praftice  of  it 
fo  rarely  to  be  met  with.  If  you  ask  me 
where  to  look  for  thofe  beautiful  fhining 
Qualities  of  Prime  Minifters,  and  the  great 
Favourites  of  Princes  that  are  fo  finely 
painted  in  Dedications,  Addrefles,  Epitaphs, 
Funeral  Sermons  and  Infcriptions,  I  anlwer 
There,  and  no  where  elfe.    Where  would 
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you  look  for  the  Excellency  of  a  Statue,  but 
in  that  part  which  you  fee  of  it  ?  Tis  the  Po- 
lilh'd  Outfide  only  that  has  the  Skill  and  La- 
bour of  the  Sculptor  to  boaft  of ;  what's  out 
of  fight  is  untouch'd.  Would  you  break  the 
Head  or  cut  open  the  Breaft  to  look  for  the 
Brains  or  the  Heart,  you'd  only  fliew  your 
Ignorance,  and  deftroy  the  W  orkmanfhip.  This 
has  often  made  me  compare  the  Virtues  of 
great  Men  to  your  large  China  Jars:  they 
make  a  fine  Shew,  and  are  Ornamental  even 
to  a  Chimney ;  one  would  by  the  Bulk  they 
appear  in,  and  the  Value  that  is  fet  upon  them, 
think  they  might  be  very  ufeful,  but  look  in- 
to a  thoufand  of  them?  and  you'll  find  no- 
thing in  them  but  Duft  and  Cobwebs, 

(?)  The  very  Toor 

Liv'd  better  than  the  Rich  before. 

* 

Tage  ii.    Line  13. 

IF  we  trace  the  moft  flourifliing  Nations  in 
their  Origin,  we  ihall  find  that  in  the  re- 
mote Beginnings  of  every  Society,  the  richeft 
*nd  moft  confiderable  Men  among  them  were 
a  great  while  deftitute  of  a  great  many  Com- 
forts of  Life  that  are  now  enjoy'd  by  the 
meaneft  and  moft  humble  Wretches:  So  that 
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many  things  which  were  once  look'4  'upoa 
as  the  invention  of  Luxury,  are  now  allow'd 
even  to  thofe  that  are  lb  miferably  poor 
as  to  become  the  Objeds  of  publick  Cha- 
rity, nay  counted  fo  neccffary,  that  we  think 
no  Human  Creature  ought  to  want  them. 

In  the  firlt  Ages,  Man,^  without  doubt, 
fed  on  the  Fruits  of  the  Earth,  without  a- 
ny  previous  Preparation,  and  repofed  him- 
felf  naked  like  other  Animals  on  the  Lap 
of  their  common  Parent:  Whatever  has 
contributed  fince  to  make  Life  more  Com- 
fortable, as  it  mull  have  been  the  Refult 
of  Thought,  Experience,  and  fome  La- 
hoin%  jb  it  more  or  leis  dcferves  the  Name 
of  Luxury,  the  more  or  lefs  trouble  it  re- 
quired, and  deviated  from  the  primitive  Sim- 


farther  than  to  what  is  new  to  us,  and  we 
all  overlook  the  Excellency  of  Things  we 
are  ufed  to,  be  they  never  fo  curious.  A 
Man  would  be  laugh'd  at,  that  Ihould  dif- 
cover  Luxury  in  the  plain  Drefs  of  a  poor 
Creature  that  walks  along  in  a  thick  Pa- 
rifh  Gown  and  a  coarfe  Shirt  underneath 
it ;  and  yet  what  a  number  of  People,  how 
many  different  Trades,  and  what  a  variety 
of  Skill  and  Tools  muft  be  employed  to 
have  the  moil  ordinary  Torkjhire  Cloth? 
What  depth  of  Thought  and  Ingenuity,  what 
Toil  and  Labour,  and  what  length  of  Time 
irwft  it  have  coft,  before  Man  could  learn 
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from  a  Seed  to  ratfe  and  prepare  fo  ufeful  a 
Produft  as  Limien  ? 

Muft  that  Society  not  be  vainly  curious, 
among  whom  this  admirable  Commodity, 
after  it  is  made,  iliall  not  be  thought  fit  to 
be  ufed  even  by  the  poorefl  of  all,  before  it 
is  brought  to  a  perfed  whitenefs,  which  is 
not  to  be  procured  but  by  the  affiftance  of  all 
the  Elements  joyn'd  to  a  world  of  Induftry 
and  Patience?  I  have  not  done  yet:  Can  we 
reflect  not  only  on  the  Coft  laid  out  upon 
this  Luxurious  Invention,  but  Ekewife  on  the 
little  time  the  Whitenefs  of  it  continues,  in 
which  part  of  its  Beauty  confiUs,  that  every 
fix  or  leven  Days  at  furtheft  it  wants  cleaning, 
and  whilft  it  laits  is  a  continual  Charge  to 
the  Wearer;  can  we,  I  fay,  nefleft  on  all 
this,  and  not  think  it  an  extravagant  Piece 
of  Nicety,  that  even  thofe  who  receive  Alms 
of  the  Parifh,  fhould  not  only  ;have  whole 
Garments  made  of  this  operofe  Manufa&ure, 
but  likewife  that  as  foon  as  they  are  foil'd,  to 
reftore  them  to  their  priitine  Purity,  they 
fliould  make  ufe  of  one  of  the  rnoft  judicious 
as  well  as  difficult  Compofitions  that  Chy- 
miftry  can  boafl  of;  with  which,  diflblv'd  in 
Water  by  the  help  of  Fire,  the  molt  detei  - 
tive,  and  yet  innocent  Lixivium  is  prepar'd 
that  Human  Induftry  has  hitherto  been  able 
to  invent  ? 

It  is  certain,  Time  was  that  the  Things  I  fpe<?  k 
of  would  have  bore  thofe  lofty  Expreflions, 
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would  have  reafon'd 


after  the  fame  manner ;  but  the  Age  we  live  in 
would  call  a  Man  Fool  who  fliould  talk  of  Ex- 
travagance and  Nicety,  if  he  faw  a  poor  Wo- 
man, after  having  wore  her  Crown  Cloth 
Smock  a  whole  week,  wafli  it  with  a  bit  of 
(linking  Soap  of  a  Groat  a  Pound. 

The  Arts  of  Brewing,  and  making  Bread, 
have  by  flow  degrees  been  brought  to  the 
Perfection  they  now  are  in ;  but  to  have  in- 
vented them  at  once,  and  a  priori,  would  have 
required  more  Knowledge  and  a  deeper  Infight 
into  the  Nature  of  Fermentation,  than  the 
greateftPhilofopher  has  hitherto  been  endow- 
ed with ;  vet  the  Fruits  of  both  are  now  en- 
joy'd  by  the  meaneft  of  our  Species,  and  a 
Itarving  Wretch  knows  not  how  to  make  a 
more  humble,  or  a  more  modeft  Petition, 
than  by  asking  for  a  Bit  of  Bread,  or  a 
Draught  of  Small  Beer. 

Man  has  learn  ci  by  Experience,  that  nothing 
was  fofter  than  the  frnall  Plumes  and  Down  of  5 
Birds,  and  found  that  heap'd  together  they 
would  by  their  Elafticity  gently  relift  any  in- 
cumbent Weight,  and  heave  up  again  of  them- 
felvesasfoon  as  the  Preflure  is  over.  To  make 
ufe  of  them  to  fleep  upon  was,  no  doubt,  firft 
invented  to  compliment  the  Vanity  as  well  as 
Eafe  of  the  Wealthy  and  Potent ;  but  they  are 
long  fince  become  fo  common,  that  almoft  eve-^ 
ry  Body  lies  upon  Featherbeds,and  to  fubftitute 
Flocks  in  the  room  of  them  is  counted  a  mifera- 
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ble  ftiift  of  the  moft  Ncceflltous.  What  a  vaft 
height  muft  Luxury  have  been  arriv'd  to  be- 
fore it  coud  be  reckon'd  a  Hardfliip  to  re- 
pofe  upon  the  foft  W  ool  of  Animals ! 

From  Caves,  Huts,  Hovels,  Tents  and  Bar- 
racks, with  which  Mankind  took  up  at  firft, 
we  are  come  to  warm  and  well  wrought 
Houfes,  and  the  meaneft  Habitations  to  be 
feen  in  Cities,  are  regular  Buildings  contriv'd 
by  Perfons  skill  cl  in  Proportions  and  Archi- 
tecture. If  the  ancient  Britons  and  Gauls 
fhould  come  out  of  their  Graves,  with  what 
Amazement  wou'd  they  gaze  on  the  mighty 
Structures  every  where  rais'd  for  the  Poor ! 
Should  they  behold  the  Magnificence  of  a 
Chelfea-CoUege,  a  Greenwich-Hofpital,  or 
what  furpafles  all  them,  a  T>es  Invalides  at 
*Paris,  and  fee  the  Care,  the  Plenty,  the  Su- 
perfluities and  Pomp  which  People  that  have 
no  Pofleflions  at  all  are  treated  with  in  thofe 
{lately  Palaces,  thofe  who  were  once  the 
greateft  and  richeft  of  the  Land  would  have 
Reafon  to  envy  the  molt  reduced  of  our  Spe- 
cies now. 

Another  piece  of  Luxury  the  Poor  enjoy, 
that  is  not  look'd  upon  as  fuch,  and  which 
there  is  no  doubt  but  the  Wealthieft  in  a  Gol- 
den Age  would  abftain  from,  is  their  making  ufe 
of  the  Flefh  of  Animals  to  eat.  In  what  con- 
cerns the  Fafliions  and  Manners  of  the  Ages 
Men  live  in  they  never  examine  into  the  real 
Worth  or  Merit  of  the  Caufe,  and  generally 
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judge  of  Things  not  as  their  Reafon,  butCu- 
ftom  dire&s  them.  Time  was  when  the  Fu- 
neral Rkes  in  the  dafpofing  of  the  Dead  were 
performed  by  Fire,  and  the  Cadavers  of  the 

freateft  Emperors  were  burnt  to  Mies.  Then 
urying  the  Corpfe  in  the  Ground  was  a  Fu- 
neral for  Slaves,  or  made  a  Puniihment  for 
the  worft  of  Malefa&ors.  Now  nothing  is 
decent  or  honourable  but  interring,  and  burn- 
ing the  Body  is  referv'd  for  Crimes  of  the 
blackefl:  dye.  At  fome  times  we  iook  upon 
Trifles  with  Horror,  at  other  times  we  can 
behold  Enormities  without  Concern.  If  we 
fee  a  Man  walk  with  his  Hat  on  in  a  Church, 
though  out  of  Service  time,  it  fliocks  us,  but 
if  on  a  Sunday  Night  we  meet  half  a  dozen 
Fellows  Drunk  in  the  Street,  the  Sight  makes 
little  or  no  Impreflion  upon  us.  If  a  Woman 
at  a  Merry-making  dreffes  in  Man's  Cloaths, 
it  is  reckon'd  a  Frolick  among  Friends,  and 
he  that  finds  too  much  Fault  with  it  is  coun- 
ted cenforious  :  Upon  the  Stage  it  is  done 
without  Reproach,  and  the  moll  Virtuous 
Ladies  will  difpenfe  with  it  in  an  Aftrefs, 
tho'  every  Body  has  a  full  view  of  her  Legs 
and  Thighs  ;  but  if  the  fame  Woman,  as 
foon  as  flie  has  Petticoats  on  again,  fhould 
fliow  her  Leg  to  a  Man  as  high  as  her 
Knee,  it  would  be  a  very  immodeft  Add- 
on,  and  every  Body  will  "call  her  impudent 
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I  have  often  thought,  if  it  was  not  for  this 
Tyranny  which  Cultom  ufurps  over  us,  that 
Men  of  any  tollerable  Good-nature  could  ne- 
ver be  reconciTd  to  the  killing  of  fo  many 
Animals  for  their  daily  Food,  as  long  as  the 
bountiful  Earth  fo  plentifully  provides  them 
with  varieties  of  vegetable  Dainties.  I  know 
that  Reafpn  excites  our  Compaffion  but 
faintly,  and  therefore  I  would  not  wonder 
how  Men  fhould  fo  little  commiferate  fuch 
imperfeft  Creatures  as  Cray-fifli,  Oyiiers, 
Cockies,  and  indeed  all  Fifli  in  general :  As 
they  are  mute,  and  their  inward  Formation, 
as  well  as  outward  Figure,  vaitly  different 
from  ours,  they  exprefs  themfelves  unintel- 
ligibly to  us,  and  therefore  'tis  not  ftrange 
that  their  Grief  ihould  not  affect  our  Un- 
demanding, which  it  cannot  reach ;  for  no- 
thing ftirs  us  to  Pity  fo  effe&ually,  as  when 
the  Symptoms  of  Mifery  Itrike  immediately 
upon  our  Senfes,  and  I  have  feen  People 
mov'd  at  the  Noife  a  live  Lobfter  makes 
upon  the  Spit,  that  could  have  kill'd  half  a 
dozen  Fowls  with  Pleafure.  But  in  fuch 
perfeft  Animals  as  Sheep  and  Oxen,  in  whom 
the  Heart,  the  Brain  and  Nerves  differ  fo 
little  from  ours,  and  in  whom  the  Separati- 
on of  the  Spirits  from  the  Blood,  the  Organs 
of  Senfe,  and  confequently  Feeling  itfelf,  are 
the  fame  as  they  are  in  Human  Creatures ;  I 
can't  imagine  how  a  Man  not  hardned  in 
Blood  and  Maffacre,  is  able  to  fce  a  vio- 
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lent  Death,  and  the  Pangs  of  it,  without 
Concern. 

In  anfwer  to  this,  moft  People  will  think 
it  fufficient  to  fay,  that  all  Things  being  al- 
low'd  to  be  made  for  the  Service  of  Man, 
there  can  be  no  Cruelty  in  matting  Creatures 
to  the  ufe  they  were  defign'd  for  ;  but  I  have 
heard  Men  make  this  Reply,  whillt  their  Na- 
ture within  them  has  reproach'd  them  with 
the  Falfliood  of  the  Aflertion.  There  is  of 
all  the  Multitude  not  one  Man  in  ten  but 
what  will  own,  (if  he  was  not  brought  up 
in  a  Slaughter-houfe)  that  of  all  Trades  he 
could  never  have  been  a  Butcher ;  and  I  que- 
ftion  whether  ever  any  body  fo  much  as  kil- 
led a  Chicken  without  Relu&ancy  the  firfl 
time.  Some  People  are  not  to  be  perfuad- 
ed  to  tafte  of  any  Creatures  they  have  daily 
feen  and  been  acquainted  with,  whillt  they 
were  alive;  others  extend  their  fcruple  no 
further  than  to  their  own  Poultry,  and  refufe 
to  eat  what  they  fed  and  took  care  of  them- 
felves ;  yet  all  of  them  will  feed  heartily  and 
without  Remorfe  on  Beef,  Mutton  and  Fowls, 
when  they  are  bought  in  the  Market.  In  this 
behaviour,  methinks,  there  appears  fomething 
like  a  confcioufnefs  of  Guilt,  it  looks  as  if  they 
endeavour'd  to  fave  themfelves  from  the  Im- 
putation of  a  Crime  (which  they  know  flicks 
lomewhere)  by  removing  the  caufe  of  it  as  far 
as  they  can  from  themfelves ;  and  I  can  dif- 
cover  in  it  fome  flrong  remains  of  Primitive 
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Pity  and  Innocence,  which  all  the  arbitrary 
Power  of  Cuftom,  and  the  violence  of  Luxu- 
ry, have  not  yet  been  able  to  conquer. 

What  I  build  upon  I  fliall  be  told  is  a  Folly 
that  Wife  Men  are  not  guilty  of:  I  own  it; 
but  whilit  it  proceeds  from  a  real  Paflion  in- 
herent in  our  Nature,  it  is  fufficient  to  demon- 
ltrate  that  we  are  born  with  a  Repugnancy  to 
the  killing,  and  confequently  the  eating  of  A- 
nimals ;  for  it  is  impoflible  that  a  natural  Ap- 
petite fhould  ever  prompt  us  to  aft,  or  defire 
others  to  do,  what  we  have  an  averfion  to, 
be  it  as  foolifli  as  it  will. 

Every  body  knows,  that  Surgeons  in  the 
Cure  of  dangerous  Wounds  and  Fraftures, 
the  extirpations  of  Limbs,  and  other  dread- 
ful Operations,  are  often  compeird  to  put 
their  Patients  to  extraordinary  Torments, 
and  that  the  more  defperate  and  calamitous 
Cafes  occur  to  them,  the  more  the  Out- 
cries and  bodily  Sufferings  of  others  muft 
become  familiar  to  them ;  for  this  Reafon 
our  Englijb  Law,  out  of  a  moft  affeftionate 
Regard  to  the  Lives  of  the  Subjeft,  allows 
them  not  to  be  of  any  Jury  upon  Life  and 
Death,  as  fuppofing  that  their  Praftice  it  felf 
is  fufficient  to  harden  and  extinguifti  in  them 
that  Tendernefs,  without  which  no  Man  is 
capable  of  fetting  a  true  value  upon  the  Lives 
of  his  Fellow-creatures.  Now  if  we  ought  to 
have  no  Concern  for  what  we  do  to  Brute 
Beafts,  and  there  was  not  imagin'd  to  be  any 
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Cruelty  in  killing  them,  why  fliould  of  alt 
Callings  Butchers^  and  only  they  jointly  with 
Surgeons y  be  excluded  from  being  Jury-men 
by  the  fame  Law  ? 

I  fhall  urge  nothing  of  what  Tythagoras 
and  many  other  Wife  Men  have  faid  con- 
cerning this  Barbarity  of  eating  Flefti ;  I 
have  gone  too  much  out  of  my  way  already, 
and  fliall  therefore  beg  the  Reader,  if  he 
would  haw  any  more  of  this,  to  run  o- 
ver  the  following  Fable,  or  elfe,  if  he  be 
tired,  to  let  it  alone,  with  an  aflurance 
that  in  doing  of  either  he  fliall  equally  ob- 
lige me. 

A  Roman  Merchant  in  one  of  the  Cartha- 
ginian Wars  was  call  away  upon  the  Coal! 
of  jffrick :  Himfelf  and  his  Slave  with  great 
difficulty  got  fafe  alhore;  but  going  in  quell 
of  Relief,  were  met  by  a  Lion  of  a  mighty 
fize.  It  happened  to  be  one  of  the  Breed 
that  rang'd  in  Mfof%  Days,  and  one  that 
could  not  only  fpeak  feveral  Languages,  but 
feem'd  moreover  very  well  acquainted  with 
Human  Affairs.  The  Slave  got  upon  a  Tree, 
but  his  Mailer  not  thinking  himfelf  fafe  there, 
and  having  heard  much  of  the  generofity  of 
Lyons,  fell  down  proftrate  before  him,  with  all 
the  ligns  of  Fear  and  Submiflion.  The  Lyon, 
who  had  lately  filTd  his  Belly,  bids  him  rife,  and 
for  a  while  lay  by  his  Fears,  affuring  him 
withal,  that  he  fliould  not  be  toueh'd,  if  he 
could  give  him  any  tollerable  Reafons  why  he 
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fhould  hot  be  devour 'cL  The  Merchant  obey- 
ed, and  having  now  received  fome  glimmer- 
ing hopes  of  lafety,  gave  a  difmal  account  of 
the  Shipwrack  he  had  fuffer'd,  and  endea- 
vouring from  thence  to  raife  the  Lyon's  Pity, 
pleaded  his  Caufe  with  abundance  of  good 
Khetorick ;  but  obferving  by  the  countenance 
of  the  Beaft  that  Flattery  and  fine  Words 
made  very  little  Impreffion,  he  betook  hin>- 
felf  to  Arguments  of  greater  Solidity,  and  rean 
foning  from  the  excellency  of  Man's  Nature 
and  Abilities,  remonftrated  how  improbable 
it  was  that  the  Gods  fhould  not  have  defign- 
ed  him  for  a  better  ufe  than  to  be  eat  by  Sa- 
vage Beafts.  Upon  this  the  Lyon  became 
more  attentive,  and  vouchfafed  now  and  then 
a  Reply,  till  at  laft  the  following  Dialogue  en- 
fued  between  them. 

Gh  Vain  and  Covetous  Animal,  (/aid  the 
Lyon)  whote  Pride  and  Avarice  can  make  him 
leave  his  Native  Soil,  where  his  Natural  Wants 
might  be  plentifully  fupply'd,  and  try  rough 
Seas  and  dangerous  Mountains  to  find  out  Su- 
perfluities, why  fhould  you  elleem  your  Spe- 
cies above  ours?  And  if  the  Gods  have  given 
ou  a  Superiority  over  all  Creatures,  then  why 
eg  you  of  an  Inferior  ?  Onr  Superiority  (an- 
1 wer'd  the  Merchant)  confijis  not  in  bodily  force 
but  ftrength  of  Under/landing ;  the  Gods  have 
endued  us  with  a  Rational '  Sonl9whichjh(?  invi- 
fible,  is  much  the  better  fart  of  us.  I  defire  to 
touch  nothing  of  you  but  what  is  good  to  eat ; 
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but  why  do  you  value  your  felf  fb  much  upon 
that  part  which  is  invifible?  Becaufe  it  is  Im- 
mortal,  and  Jhall  meet  with  Rewards  after  # 
Death  for  the  Atfions  of  this  Life,  and  the 
Juft  Jhall  enjoy  eternal  Blijs  and  Tranquility 
with  the  Heroes  and  Demi-Gods  in  the  Elyfian 
Fields.  W  hat  Life  have  you  led  ?  /  have  ho- 
noured the  Gods,  and  Jiudy'd  to  be  beneficial  to 
Man.  Then  why  do  you  fear  Death,  if  you 
think  the  Gods  as  jutt  as  you  have  been?  / 
have  a  Wife  and  five  fmall  Children  that  muji 
come  to  want  if  they  lofe  me.  I  have  two  Whelps 
that  are  not  big  enough  to  Ihift  for  themfelves, 
that  are  in  want  now,  and  muft  a&ually  be 
ftarv'd  if  I  can  provide  nothing  for  them  : 
Your  Children  will  be  provided  for  one  way  or 
other ;  at  leaft  as  well  when  I  have  eat  you  as 
if  you  had  been  drown'd. 

As  to  the  Excellency  of  either  Species,  the 
value  of  things  among  you  has  ever  encreas'd 
with  the  fcarcity  of  them,  and  to  a  Million  of 
Men  there  is  hardly  one  Lyon ;  befides  that, 
in  the  great  Veneration  Man  pretends  to  have 
for  his  Kind,  there  is  little  Sincerity  farther 
than  it  concerns  the  ihare  which  every  ones 
Pridehasinitforhimfelf ;  'tis  a  folly  to  boaftof 
the  Tendernefs  fhewn  and  Attendance  given  to 
your  young  ones,  or  the  exceflive  and  lading 
trouble  beito  w'd  in  the  Education  of  'em :  Man 
being  born  the  moft  neceflitous  and  mofthelp- 
lefs  Animal,  this  is  only  an  Inftinft  of  Nature, 
which  in  all  Creatures  has  ever  proportion'd 
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the  care  of  the  Parents  to  the  Wants  and  Im- 
becilities of. the  OfF-fpring.  But  if  a  Man  had 
*    a  real  value  for  his  Kind,  how  is  it  poflible  that 
often  Ten  Thoufand  of  them,  and  fometimes 
Ten  times  as  many,  Ihould  be  deftroy'd  in 
few  hours  for  the  Caprice  of  two?  All  de- 
grees of  Men  defpife  thofe  that  are  inferior  to 
them,  and  if  you  could  enter  into  the  Hearts  of 
Kings  and  Princes,  you  would  hardly  find 
any  out  what  have  lets  Value  for  the  greateft 
part  of  the  Multitudes  they  rule  over,  than  . 
thofe  have  for  the  Cattle  that  belong  to  them. 
Why  Ihould  fo  many  pretend  to  derive  their 
Race,  tho'  but  fpurioufly,  from  the  immortal 
Gods ;  why  ftiould  all  of  them  fuffer  others  to 
kneel  down  before  them,  and  more  or  lefs 
take  delight  in  having  Divine  Honours  pay'd 
them,  but  to  infinuate  that  themlelves  are  of 
a  more  exalted  Nature,  and  a  Species  fuperior 
to  that  of  their  Subjects  ?  ' 
:  Savage  I  am,  but  no  Creature  can  be  call'd  " 
cruel  but  what  either  by  Malice  or  Infenfibility 
extinguilhes  his  natural  Pity:  The  Lyon  was 
born  without  Compallion ;  we  follow  the  In-  ' 
itinft  of  our  Nature ;  the  Gods  have  appointed  * 
us  to  live  upon  the  wafle  and  fpoil  of  other  * 
.  Animals,  and  as  long  as  we  can  meet  with  dead 
ones,  we  never  hunt  after  the  Living.  'Tis 
only  Man,  mifchievous  Man,  that  can  make 
Death  a  fport.  Nature  taught  your  Stomach  to  .. 
crave  nothing  but  Vegetables ;  but  your  violent 
fondnefs  to  change,  and  greater  eagernefs  ;rfter  4 
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Novelties,  have  prompted  you  to  the  Deftru-* 
ftion  oF  Animals  without  Juffice  or  Neceffity* 
perverted  your  Nature  and  warp'd  your  Ap- 
petites which  way  foeVer  your  Pride  or  Lux- 
ury have  caird  fthem.  Tne  Lyon  has  a  fer- 
ment within  him  that  confumes  the  tou^heft 
Skin  and  hardett  Bones  as  well  as  the  Hefli 
of  all  Animals  without  exception:  You!r 
fqueamifli  Stotfnach,  in  which  the  Digeftive 
Heat  is  weak  and  mconfiderable,  won't  fo 
much  as  admit  of  the  moft  tender  Parts  of 
them,  unlefs  above  h&lf  the  Conco&ion  has 
been  perform'd  by  artificial  Fire  beforehand  4 
and  yet  what  Animal  have  you  fpared  to  fa- 
tistfy  the  Caprices  of  a  langtfid  Appetite  ?  Lan- 
id  !  fay ;  for  what  is  Man's  Hunger  if  com- 
>ar 'd  to  the  Lyon's?  Yours*  when  it  is  at 
fee  Worft,  makes  yoii  Faint,  mine  mak^s  me 
Mad :  Oft  have  1  tfyed  with  Roots  and  Herbs 
to  allay  the*  violence  of  it,  butinvain;  nothing 
but  large  quantities  of  Flefh  can  ?any  ways 
apbeafe  it. 

Vet  the  fiercenefs  of  otfr  Hunger  ftotwich- 
Handing,  Lyons  have  often  requited  Benefits 
received;  but  urigrateful  and  perfidious  Man 
feeds  \>n  the  Sheep  that  cloaths  him,  and  lfpares 
riot  :her  innocent  young  ones,  whom  he  has 
taken  into  his  care  and  cuftody.  If  you  tell  me 
the  Gods  made  Man  Mafter  over  all  other 
Creatures,  what  Tyranny  was  irthen  to  deftrdy 
them  oilt  of  wantoniiefs?  No,  fickle  timerous 
Animal,  the  Gods  have  made  you  for  Society* 
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and  defign 'd  that  Millions  of  you,  when  well 
joyn'd  together,  Ihouid  console  {be  ftrong 
Leviathan.  A  fiiigle  Lyon  bears  fome  fway  in 
tbe  Creation,  but  what  is  finele  Man?  A  ftnall 
and  incotniiderable  part,  a  fritting  Atom  of  one 
great  Beaft.  What  Nature  deiigns  flie  executes, 
and  'tis  not  fafe  to  judge  of  what  ihe  jpnrpos'd, 
but  from  the  efte&s  ihe  ihews:  IT  ike  had 
intended  that  Man,  as  Man  &on>  a  fuperiority 
<rf  Species,  flioidd  lord  it  over  aH  other  Ani- 
mals, the  Tiger,  nay  the  Whale  and  Eagle, 
would  have  ooey'd  his  Voice. 

But  if  your  Wit  and  Uudorfknding  ex- 
ceeds ours,  ought  not  the  iLvon  in  defe- 
rence to  that  Superiority  to  fallow  ohe  Max- 
ims of  Men,  with  whom  nothing  is  more 
facred  than  that  the  Reafon  -of  the  Strongeft 
is  ever  the  niofl:  prevalent?  Whole  Mdti- 
tudes  of  you  have  condpired  and  campafski 
the  (Ddftru&ion  of  one,  after  they  had  own'd 
the  Gods  >had  made  him  itheir  Superior ;  jand 
one  has  often  nrin'd  and  cut  off  whole  Mul- 
titudes, whom  by  'the  fame  Gods  he  had 
fworn  to  defend  and  maintain.  Manjaever  ac- 
fenowledg'd  Superiority  without  Power,  and 
vfay  fliould  I?  The  .Excellence  I  boaft  of  is 
viftble,  all  Animals  tremble  at  the  fight  df  the 
Lyon,  not  out  of  PanickE ear.  The  Gods  have 
given  me  Swiftnefs  to  overtake,  and  Strength 
to  conquer  whatever  comes  near  me.  Where  is 
there  a  Creature  that  has  Teeth  and  Claws  like 
mine;  behold  the  thicknefs  of  thefe  mafly  jaw- 
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bones ;  confider  the  width  of  them,  and  feel 
the  firmnefs  of  this  brawny  Neck.  The  him- 
bleft  Deer,  the  wildeft  Boar,  the  ftouteft 
Horfe,  and  flrongeft  Bull  are  my  Prey  where- 
ever  I  meet  them.  Thus  fpoke  the  Lyon,  and 
the  Merchant  fainted  away. 

The  Lyon,  in  my  Opinion,  has  ftretch'd  the 
Point  too  far  ;  yet  when  to  foften  the  Flelhof 
Male  Animals,  we  have  by  Caftration  prevent- 
ed the  firmnefs  their  Tendons  and  every 
Fibre  would  have  come  to  without  it,  I  con- 
fefs  I  think  it  ought  to  move  a  human  Crea- 
ture when  he  reflefts  upon  the  cruel  care  with 
which  they  are  fatned  for  Deftru&ion.  When 
a  large  and  gentle  Bullock,  after  having  re- 
filled  a  ten  times  greater  force  of  Blows,  than 
would  have  kill  a  his  Murderer,  falls  ftun'd  . 
at  lalt,  and  his  arm'd  Head  is  faften'd  to  the 
Ground  with  Cords;  as  foon  as  the  wide 
Wound  is  made,  and  the  Jugulars  are  cut  a- 
funder,  what  Mortal  can  without  Companion 
hear  the  painful  Bellowings  intercepted  by  his 
Blood,  the  bitter  Sighs  that  fpeak  the  fharp- 
nefs  of  his  Anguilh,  and  the  deep  founding 
Groans  with  loud  anxiety  fetch'd  from  the 
bottom  of  his  ftrong  and  palpitating  Heart ; 
Look  on  the  trembling  and  violent  Convulfions 
of  his  Limbs ;  fee,  whilll  his  reeking  Gore 
ftreams  from  him,  his  Eyes  becofne  dim  and 
languid,  and  behold  his  Struglings,  Gafps  and 
laft  efforts  for  Life,  the  certain  Signs  of  his 
approaching  Fate?  When  a  Creature  has  given 
v'~  fuclj 
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foch  convincing  and  undeniable  Proofs  of  the 
Terrors  upon  him,  and  the  Pains  and  Ago- 
nies he  feels,  is  there  a  follower  of  *Defcartes. 
fo  inur'd  to  Blood,  as  not  to  refute,  by  his 
Commiferation,  the  Philofophy  of  that  vain 
Reafoner  ? 


(  For  frugally 

They  now  liv*d  on  their  Salary. 
Tage  17.    Line  3. 

WHEN  People  have  fmall  comings  in* 
and  are  honeft  withal,  it  is  then  that 
the  generality  of  them  begin  to  be  frugal,  and 
not  nefore.  Frugality  in  Ethic ks  is  call'd  that 
Virtue  from  the  Principle  of  which  Men  abftain 
from  Superfluities,  and  defpifmg  the  operofe 
contrivances  of  Art  to  procure  either  Eafe  or 
Pleafure,  content  themlelves  with  the  natural 
Simplicity  of  things,  and  are  carefully  tempe- 
rate in  the  Enjoyment  of  them  without  any 
Tinfture  of  Covetoufnefs.  Frugality  thus  limi- 
ted, is  perhaps  fcarcer  than  many  may  imagine ; 
but  what  is  generally  underitood  by  it  is  a  Qua- 
lity more  often  to  De  met  with,  and  confilts  in 
a  Medium  between  Profufenefs  and  Avarice, 
rather  leaning  to  the  latter.  As  this  prudent 
Oeconomy,  which  fome  People  call  Saving,  is 
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in  private  Families  the  mod  certain  Me- 
thod to  encreafe  an  Eftate,  So  fome  ima- 
gine that  whether  a  Country  be  barren  or 
Fruitful,  the  fame  Method,  if  generally  pur- 
fued  (which  they  think  practicable)  will 
have  the  fame  effeft  upon  a  whole  Nation, 
and  that,  for  example,  the  Englijb  might 
be  much  richer  than  they  are,  if  they  would 
be  as  frugal  as  fome  of  their  Neighbours. 
This,  I  think,  is  an  Error,  which  to  prove  I 
fliall  firft  refer  the  Reader  to  what  has  been 
faid  upon  this  head  in  Remark  (L.J  and  then 
go  on  thus. 

Experience  teaches  us  firft,  that  as  People 
differ  in  their  Views  and  Perceptions  of  Things, 
fo  they  vary  in  their  Inclinations ;  one  Man  is 
given  to  Covetoufhefs,  another  to  Prodigality, 
and  a  third  is  only  Saving.  Secondly,  that  Men 
are  never,  or  at  leaft  Very  feldom,  reclaimed 
from  their  darling  Paffions,  either  by  Reafon 
6r  Precept,  and  that  if  any  thing  ever  draws 
'em  from  what  they  are  naturally  propenfe  to, 
it  muft  be  a  change  in  their  Circumftances  or 
their  Fortunes.  If  we  refleft  upon  thefe  Obfer- 
vations,  we  ftiall  find  that  to  render  the  gene- 
rality of  a  Nation  lavtfh,  the  Produft  of  the 
Country  muft  be  confiderable  in  proportion  to 
the  Inhabitans,  and  what  they  are  profufe  of 
cheap ;  that  on  the  contrary,  to  make  a  Nation 
generally  frugal,  the  Neceflaries  of  Life  muft 
be  fcarce,  and  confequently  dear ;  and  that 
therefore  let  the  beft  Politician  do  what  he 
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can,  the  Profofenefs  or  Frugality  of  a  People 
in  general,  muft  always  depend  upon,  and  wiH 
\n  i'pight  of  his  Teeth,  be  ever  proportion*!  to 
.  the  Truitfulnefs  and  Product  or  the  Country, 
the  number  of  Inhabitants,  and  the  Taxes  they 
are  to  bear.  If  any  body  would  refute  what  I 
have  faid,  let  them  only  prove  from  HJftory, 
that  there  ever  was  in  ahy  Country  a  National 
Frugality  without  a  National  Neceflrty. 

Let  us  examine  then  wh^t  things  are  requi- 
fite  to  aggrandize  and  enrich  a  Nation.  The 
firft  defirable  Bleffings  fqr  any  Society  of  Men 
are  a  fertile  Soil  and  a  fyappy  Climate,  a  mi$ 
Government,  and  more  Land  than  People. 
Thefe  things  will  render  Man  eafy,  loving, 
honeft  and  fincefe.  In  thjs  Condition  they 
may  be  as  Virtuous  as  they  cap,  without  the 
leaft  Injury  to  the  Public^,  and  confequently 
as  happy  as  they  pleafe  themfelves.  But 
they  fliall  have  no  Afts  or  Sciences,  or  be 
quiet  longer  than  their  Neighbours  will  let 
them ;  they  muft  be  poor,  ignorant,  and  al- 
moft  wholly  deftitute  of  what  we  call  the 
Comforts  of  Life,  an<l  all  the  Cardinal  Vir- 
tues together  won't  fo  much  as  procure  a 
tolerable  Coat  qr  a  Porridge  Pot  among  em : 
For  in  this  State  of  flothftil  Eafe  and  ftupid 
Innocence,  as  you  need  not  fear  great  Vices, 
fo  you  muft  not  expeft  ahy  confiderable 
Virtues.  Man  never  exerts  himfelf  but  whep 
he  is  rous'd  by  his  Defires:  Whilft  they  lie 
dormant,  and  there  is  nothing  to  raife  them, 
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his  Excellence  and  Abilities  will  be  for  ever 
undifcover'd,  and  the  lumpilh  Machine, 
without  the  Influence  of  his  Paflions,  may 
be  juftly  compard  to  a  huge  Wind-mill  with- 
out a  breath  of  Air. 

Would  you  render  a  Society  of  Men  ftrong 
and  powerful,  you  muft  touch  their  Paflions. 
Divide  the  Land,  tho'  there  be  never  fo  much 
to  fpare,  and  their  Pofleflions  will  make  them 
Covetous :  Roufe  them,  tho'  but  in  J  eft,  from 
their  Idlenefs  with  Praifes,  and  Pride  will  fet 
them  to  work  in  earned :  Teach  them  Trades 
and  Handicrafts,  .and  you'll  bring  Envy  and 
Emulation  among  them:  To  cncreafe  their 
Numbers,  fet  up  a  variety  of  -Manufactures, 
and  leaVe  no  Ground  uncultivated ;  Let  Pro- 
perty be  inviolably  fecured,  and  Privileges 
eaual  to  all  Men ;  Suffer  no  body  to  aft  but 
wnat  is  lawful,  and  every  body  to  think  what 
he  pleafes ;  for  a  Country  where  every  bo- 
dy may  be  maintained  that  will  be  employ'd, 
and  the  other  Maxims  are  obferv'd,  muft  al- 
ways be  throng'd  and  can  never  want  People, 
as  long  as  there  is  any  in  the  World,  Would 
you  have  them  Bold  and  Warlike,  turn 
to  Military  Difcipline,  make  good  ufe  of 
their  Fear,  and  flatter  their  Vanity  with  Art 
and  Afliduity :  But  would  you  moreover  ren- 
der them  an  opulent,  knowing  and  polite 
Nation,  teach  'em  Commerce  with  Foreign 
Countries,  and  if  poflible  get  into  the  Sea, 
wrhich  to  compafs  fpare  no  Labour  nor  Indu- 
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ftry,  and  let  no  difficulty  deter  you  from  it : 
Then  promote  Navigation,  cherilh  the  Mer- 
chant, and  encourage  Trade  in  every  Branch  of 
it ;  this  will  bring  Riches,  and  where  they  are, 
Arts  and  Sciences  will  foon  follow,  and  by  the 
help  of  what  I  have  named  and  good  Manage- 
ment, it  is  that  Politicians  can  make  a  People 
potent,  renown'd  and  flouriftiing. 

But  would  you  have  a  frugal  and  honeft  Soci- 
ety, the  beft  Policy  is  to  preferve  Men  in  their 
Native  Simplicity,  Itrive  not  to  encreafe  their 
Numbers ;  let  them  never  be  acquainted  with 
Strangers  or  Superfluities,  but  remove  and  keep 
from  them  every  thing  that  might  raife  their 
Defires,  or  improve  their  Underltanding. 

Great  Wealth  and  Foreign  Treafure  will 
ever  fcorn  to  come  among  Men,  unlefs  you'll 
admit  their  infeparable  Companions,  Avarice 
and  Luxury.  Where  Trade  is  confide- 
rable  Fraud  will  intrude.  To  be  at  once 
well-bred  and  iincere,  is  no  lefs  than  a  Con- 
tradiction ;  and  therefore  whilil  Man  advances 
in  Knowledge,  and  his  Manners  are  polifh'd, 
.we  mult  expeft  to  fee  at  the  fame  time  his 
Defires  enlarg'd,  his  Appetites  refin 'd,  and  his 
Vices  encreas'd. 

The  "Dutch  may  afcribe  their  prefent  Gran- 
deur to  the  Virtue  and  Frugality  of  their  Ance- 
ftors  as  they  pleafe ;  but  what  made  that  con- 
temptible fpot  of  Ground  fo  confiderable 
among  the  principal  Powers  of  Europe,  has 
been  their  Political  W  ifdom  in  poftponing  every 
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thing  to Merchandize  and  Navigation,  theun- 
limited  Liberty  ofConfcienee  that  is  enjoy'd 
among  them,  and  the  unwearied  Application 
with  which  they  have  always  made  ule  of  the 
TOQftefFe&nal  means  to  encourage  and  in- 
cfeafe  Trade  in  general. 

They  never  were  noted  for  Frugality  before 
'Philip  II.  of  Spain  began  to  rage  over  them 
With  that  unheard  of  Tyranny.  Their  Laws 
were  trampled  upon,  their  Rights  and  large 
Immunities  taken  from  them,  and  their 
Copltitution  torn  to  pieces.  Several  of  their 
Chief  Nobles  were  condemn'd  and  executed 
Without  legal  Form  of  Procefs.  Complaints 
and  Remonftranees  were  punifli'd  as  feverely 
as  Refinance,  and  thole  that  efcaped  being 
jmflacred,  were  plunder'd  by  ravenous  Sol- 
fliers.  As  this  was  intolleraple  to  a  People 
that  had  always  been  ufed  to  the  mildeft  of 
Governments,  and  enjoy'd  greater  Privileges 
than  any  of  the  Neighbouring  Nations,  fo 
they  chofe  rather  to  dye  in  Arms  than  periih 
by  cruel  Executioners.  If  we  confider  the 
Strength  Spain  had  then,  and  the  low  Circum- 
ftmces  thofe  Diftrefs'd  States  were  in,  there 

[ual  Strife; 
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that  only  feven  of  thofe  Provinces  uniting 
themfelves  together,  maintain'd  againll  the 
greateft  and  beft  difeiplin'd  Nation  in  Europe* 
the  moft  tedious  and  bloody  War,  that  is  to 
be  met  with  in  ancient  or  modern  Hiftory. 

Rather 
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Rather  than  to  became  a  Viftim  to  the  J^*- 
nijb  Fury,  they  were  contented  to  live  upon 
a  third  part  of  their  Revenues,  and  lay  out 
far  thegreateft  part  of  their  Income  in  defend- 
ing themfelves  againft  their  mercilefs  Ene- 
mies.  Thefe  Hardfhips  and  Calamities  of  a 
War  within  their  Bowels,  firfl  put  them  up- 
on that  extraordinary  Frugality,  and  the  Con- 
tinuance under  the  fame  Difficulties  for  above 
Fourfcore  Years,  could  not  but  render  it 
Cuftomary  and  Habitual  to  them.   But  all 
their  Arts  of  Saving,  and  Penurious  way  of 
Living,  could  never  have  enabled  them  to 
make  Head  againft  fo  Potent  an  Enemy,  if 
their  Induftry  in  promoting  their  Filhery  and 
Navigation  in  general,  had  not  help'd  to  fup- 
ply  the  Natural  Wants  and  Disadvantages  they 
labour'd  unden 

The  Country  is  fo  fmall  and  fo  populous, 
that  there  is  not  Land  enough,  (though  hard- 
ly an  Inch  of  it  is  unimprov'd)  to  feed  the 
Tenth  part  of  the  Inhabitants.  Holland  itfelf 
is  full  of  large  Rivers,  and  lies  lower  than  the 
Sea,  which  would  run  over  it  every  Tide,  and 
wafti  it  away  in  one  Winter,  if  it  was  not  kept 
out  by  vaft  Banks  and  huge  Walls:  TheRe- 

Sairs  of  thofe,  as  well  as  their  Sluices,  Keys, 
dills,  and  other  Neceflaries  they  arc  fore'd  to 
make  ufe  of  to  keep  themfelves  from  being 
drown'd,  are  a  greater  Expence  to  them  one 
Year  with  another,  than  could  be  rais'd  by  a 
general  Land  Tax  of  Four  Shillings  in  the 
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Pound,  if  to  be  dedufted  from  the  neat  Pro-; 
duce  of  the  Landlord's  Revenue. 

Is  it  a  wonder  that  People  under  fuch  Cir- 
cumftances,  and  loaden  with  greater  Taxes 
befides  than  any  other  Nation,  fhould  be  ob- 
lig'd  to  be  faving?  But  why  muft  they  be  a 
Pattern  to  others,  who  befides  that  they  are 
more  happily  fituated,  are  much  richer  with- 
in themlelves,  and  have,  to  the  fame  number 
of  People,  above  ten  times  the  Extent  of 
Ground  ?  The  Hutch  and  we  often  buy  and 
fell  at  the  fame  Markets,  and  fo  far  our  Views 
may  be  faid  to  be  the  fame  :  Otherwife  the 
Interefts  and  Political  Reafons  of  the  two 
Nations  as  to  the  private  Oecdnomy  of  either* 
are  very  different.  It  is  their  Intereft  fo  be 
frugal  and  fpend  little  :  becaufe  they  muft 
have  every  thing  from  Abroad,  except  Butter, 
Cheefe  and  Fifh,  and  therefore  of  them, 
efpecially  the  latter,  they  confume  three  times 
the  Quantity,  which  the  fame  number  of  Peo- 
ple do  here.  It  is  our  Intereft  to  eat  plenty 
of  Beef  and  Mutton  to  maintain  the  Farmer, 
and  further  improve  our  Land,  of  which  we 
have  enough  to  feed  our  felves,  and  as  many 
more,  if  it  was  better  cultivated.  The  "Dutch 
perhaps  have  more  Shipping,  and  more  ready 
Money  than  we,  but  then  thofe  are  only  to  be 
confidered  as  the  Tools  they  work  with.  So 
a  Carrier  may  have  more  Horfes  than,  a  Man 
often  times  his  worth,  and  a  Banker  that  has 
not  aboVe  fifteen  or  fixteen  Hundred  Pounds 
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in  the  World,  may  have  generally  more  ready 
Cafh  by  him  than  a  Gentleman  of  two  Thou- 
fand  a  Year.  He  that  keeps  three  or  four 
btage-Coaches  to  get  his  Bread,  is  to  a  Gentle- 
man that  keeps  a  Coach  for  his  Pleafure, 
what  the  'Dutch  are  in  comparifon  to  us ;  ha- 
ving nothing  of  their  own  but  Filh,  they  ani 
Carriers  and  Freighters  to  the  reft  of  the 
World,  whiMl  the  Bafis  of  our  Trade  chiefly 
depends  upon  our  own  Produd. 

Another  Inftance,  that  what  makes  the 
Bulk  of  the  People  faving,  are  heavy  Taxes, 
fcarcity  of  Land,  and  fuch  Things  that  occa- 
fion  a  Dearth  of  Proviiions,  may  be  given 
from  what  is  obfervable  among;  the  Dutch 
themfelves.   In  the  Province  of  Holland  there 
is  a  vaft  Tiade,  and  an  unconceivable  Trea- 
fure  of  Money.   The  Land  is  almoft  as  rich 
as  Dung  itfelf,  and  (as  I  have  faid  once  al- 
ready) not  an  Inch  of  it  unimprov'd.   In  Gel- 
derland  and  Overyjfel  there's  hardly  any 
Trade,  and  very  little  Money :  The  Soil  is 
very  indifferent,  and  abundance  of  Ground 
lies  wafte.    Then  what  is  the  Reafon  that 
the   fame  Dutch  in  the  two  latter  Pro- 
vinces, tho'  Poorer  than  the  firft,  are  yet 
lefs  ftingy  and  more  hofpitable?  Nothing 
but  that  their  Taxes  in  moll  Things  are 
lefs  Extravagant,  and  in  proportion  to  the 
Number  of  People,  they  nave  a  great  deal 
more  Ground.    What  they  fave  in  Holland^ 
they  fave  out  of  their  Bellies;  'tis  Eatables, 
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Drinkables  andFewel  that  their  heavieft  Taxes 
are  upon,  but  they  wear  better  Cloaths,  and 
have  richer  Furniture,  than  you'H  find  in  lite 
other  Provinces. 

Thofe  that  are  frugal  by  Pirinciple,  are 
fo  in  every  Thing,  but  in  Holland  the  Peo- 
ple are  only  fparing  ia  fuch  Things  as  are 
daily  wanted,  and  foon  oonfiimedl  4  in  what  is 
kiiiing  they  are  quite  oriierwife:  In  Pufojres 
and  Marble  they  are  Profufe;  in  their  Build- 
ings and  Gardens  they  are  extravagant  to 
Folly.  In  other  Countries  you  may  meet  with 
{lately  Courts  and  Palaces  of  great  Extent 
that  foetang  to  Princes,  which  *no  Body  can 
expert  in  a  Commonwealth,  where  fo  much 
Equality  is  obferv'd  as  there  is  in  this ;  but  in 
all  Europe  you  fliall  rfind  no  .private  Buildings 
fo  fumptuoufly  Magnificent,  as  a^greatmany 
of  the  Merchant's  and  other  Gentlemen's 
Houfes  are  in  Amfierdam^  and  fome  other 
great  Cities  of  that  fmall  Provinces  and^he 
generality  of  thofe  that  build  there,  lay  out 
a  greater  proportion  of  their  Eftates  on  f  he 
Houfes  they  dwell  in  than  any  People  upon 
the  Earth. 

The  Nation  I  fpoak  »©f  was  never  in  greater 
ftreights,  nor  their  Affairs  in  ^  more  difmal 
Polture  iince  they  were  a  Republick,  than 
in  the  Year  167s,  .and  the  beginning  of 
tr6 yn .  W  hat  we  taiow  of  theirOeconomy  -and 
Conftitution  with  any  certainty  hasbeen  chief- 
ly owing  to  Sk  ^ill^m  Tempe^hok Ohfer- 
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rations  upon  their  Manners  and  Govern- 
ment* it  is  evident  From  feveral  PaiTages  m 
his  Memoirs,  were  made  about  that  time.  The 
0utch  ihdeed  were  then  very  Frugal;  but 
finee  thofe  t)ays,  and  that  their  Calamities 
have  not  been  lo  prefling,  (thos  the  common 
People,  on  whotn  the  principal  Burthen  of 
aB  Lxcifes  and  Impositions  lies,  are  perhaps 
much  as  they  were)  a  great  Alteration  has 
been  made  among  the  better  fort  of  Pectple 
in  their  Equipages,  Entertainments,  and 
.  whole  manner  of  Mvhig. 

(  Thole  who  Would  have  it  that  the  Frugality 
of  thsrt  Nation  flows  not  fo  much  from  Neoel- 
fity,  «as  a  general  Averfion  to  Vice  and  Luxury, 
will  put  us  in  mind  of  their  publick  Admini- 
Oration  and  Smalnefs  of  Sallaries,  their  Pru- 
dence in  bargaining  for  and  buying  Stores  and 
other -Neceflrar-ies,  the  great-Care  they  take  not 
to  be  impofed  upon  by  thofe  that  ferve  them, 
and  their  Seve'rit)ragainft  them  that  break  their 
Controls.  But  what  they  would  afcribe  to  the 
Virtue  and  Honefty  of  Minifters,  is  wholly 
due  to  their  ftri&  Regulations,  concerning  the 
management  of  the  publick  Treaftire,  from 
which  their  admkabfe  Form  of  Government 
wiU  ^Kyt'fufler  them  to  depart ;  and  indeed  one 
good  Man-may  take  another's  Word,  if  they  fo 
agree,  but  a  whole  Nation  ought  never  to 
truft  to  dny  Honefty,  but  what  is  built  upon 
Neceffity-;  for  unhappy  isthe  People,  and  their 
Gonfiitutitfn  will  be  ever  precarious,  whofe 
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Welfare  muft  depend  upon  the  Virtues  arid 
Confidences  of  Minifters  and  Politicians, 

The  Dutch  generally  endeavour  to  promote 
as  much  Frugality  among  their  Subjects  as  'tis 
poflible,  not  becaufe  it  is  a  Virtue,  but  be- 
caufe  it  is,  generally  fpeaking,  their  Intereft, 
as  I  have  fhew'd  before  ;  for  as  this  latter 
changes,  fo  they  alter  their  Maxims,  as  will 
be  plain  in  the  following  Inftance. 

As  foon  as  their  Eaft  India  Ships  come 
home,  the  Company  pays  off  the  Men,  and 
many  of  them  receive  the  greiteft  part  of 
what  they  have  been  earning  in  feven  or  eight, 
and  fomc  fifteen  or  fixteen  Years  time.  Thefe 
poor  Fellows  are  encourag'd  to  fpend  their 
Money  with  all  Profufeneis  imaginable ;  and 
confidering  that  mod  of  them,  when  they 
fet  out  at  tiril,  were  Reprobates,  that  under 
the  Tuition  of  a  ftrift  Discipline,  and  a  mi- 
ferable  Dyet,  have  been  fo  long  kept  at  hard 
Labour,  without  Money,  in  the  midft  of 
Danger,  it  cannot  be  difficult  to  make  them 
lavilh  as  foon  as  they  have  Plenty. 

They  fquander  away  in  Wine,  Women  and 
Mufick,  as  much  as  People  of  their  Tafte  and 
Education  are  well  capable  of,  and  are  fuffer'd 
(fo  they  but  abftain  from  doing  of  Mifchief)  to 
revel  and  riot  with  greater  Licentioufnefs  tnan 
is  cuftomary  to  be  allow'd  to  others.  You  may  in 


or  four  lewd  Women,  few  of  them  fober,  run 
roaring  through  the  Streets  by  broad  Day-light 


fome  Cities  fee  them 


anied  with  three 


with 


Digitized  by  Googl 


-  Remark  ( jg.)  . 

with  a  Fidler  before  them :  And  if  the  Money, 
to  their  thinking,  goes  not  fall  enough  theie 
ways,  they'll  find  out  others,  and  fometimes 
fling  it  among  the  Mob  by  handfuls.  This 
Madnefs  continues  in  moft  of  them  whilit  they 
have  any  thing  left,  which  never  lafts  long, 
and  for  this  Reafon,  by  a  Nick-name,  they  are 
called,  Lords  of  fixWeeks^  that  being  generally 
the  time  by  which  the  Company  has  other 
Ships  ready  to  depart ;  where  thefe  infatua- 
ted Wretches  (their  Money  being  gone)  are 
forc'd  to  enter  themfelves  again,  and  may 
have  leifure  to  repent  their  Folly. 

In  this  Stratagem  there  is  a  double  Policy : 
Firlt,  if  thefe  baylors  that  have  been  inured 
to  the  hot  Climates  and  unwholefome  Air  and 
Dyet,  Ihould  be  frugal,  and  flay  in  their  own 
Country,  the  Company  would  be  continually 
oblig'd  to  employ  frem  Men,  of  which  (be- 
fides  that  they  are  not  fo  fit  for  their  Bufi- 
nefs)  hardly  one  in  two  ever  lives  in  fome 
Places  of  the  Eaft  Indies^  which  would  of- 
ten prove  a  great  Charge  as  well  as  Difap- 

{>ointment  to  them.  The  fecond  is,  that  the 
arge  Sums  fo  often  diftributed  among  thofe 
Saylors,  are  by  this  means  made  immediately 
to  circulate  throughout  the  Country,  from 
whence,  by  heavy  Excifes  and  other  Impofi- 
tions,  the  greatell  part  of  it  is  foon  drawn 
back  into  the  publick  Treafure. 

To  convince  the  Champions  for  National 
Frugality  by  another  Argument,  that  what 
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they  urge  is  impra&icable,  we'll  fuppofe  that 
1  am  miftaken  in  every  thing  which  in  Re- 
mark (L)  I  have  faid  in  behalf  of  Luxury  and 
the  Neceflity  of  it  to  maintain  Trade  ;  af- 
ter that  let  us  examine  what  a  general  Fru- 
gality, if  it  was  by  Art  and  Management  to 
be  forc'd  upon  People  whether  they  have 
occalion  for  it  or  not,  would  produce  in  fuch 
a  Nation  as  ours.  We'll  grant  then  that  all 
the  People  in  Great  Britain  fhall  confume 
but  four  Fifths  of  what  they  do  now,  and  fo 
lay  by  one  Fifth  part  of  their  Income:  I 
iliall  not  fpeak  of  what  Influence  this  would 
have  upon  almoft  every  Trade,  as  well  as  the 
Farmer,  the  Grazier  and  the  Landlord,  but 
favourably  fuppofe  (what  is  yet  impoflible) 
that  the  fame  Work  fhali  be  done,  and 
confequently  the  fame  Handicrafts  be  em-* 
ploy'd  as  there  are  now.  The  Confequence 
would  be,  that  unlefs  Money  fhould  all  at 
once  fall  prodigioufly  in  Value,  and  every 
tiling  elfe,  contrary  to  Reafon,  grow  very  dear, 
at  the  five  Years  end  all  the  working  People^ 
and  the  pooreft  of  Labourers,  (for  I  wTon*t 
meddle  with  any  of  the  reft)  would  be  worth 
in  ready  Calli  as  much  as  they  now  fpend  in  a 
whole  Year;  which,  by  the  by,  would  be 
more  Money  than  ever  the  Nation  had  at 
once.  -  .  .  . 

Let  us  now,  overjoy'd  with  this  encreafe  of 
Wealth,  take  a  view  of  the  Condition  the 
working  People  would  be  in,  and  reafoning 
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from  Experience,  and  what  we  daily  obferve 
of  them,  judge  what  their  Behaviour  would 
be  in  fuch  a  Cafe.  Every  body  knows  that 
there  is  a  vaft  number  of  journey-men  Wea- 
vers, Taylors,  Clothworkers,  and  twenty  o- 
ther  Handicrafts;,  who,  if  by  four  Days  La- 
bour in  a  Week  they  can  maintain  themfclves, 
will  hardly  be  perfwaded  to  work  the  fifth ; 
and  that  there  are  Thoufands  of  labouring 
Men  of  all  forts,  who  will,  tho'  they  can 
hardly  fubfift,  put  themfclves  to  fifty  Incon- 
veniencies,  dil oblige  their  Matters ,  pinch 
their  Bellies,  and  run  in  Debt,  to  make  Ho- 
lidays. W  hen  Men  {hew  fuch  an  extraordi- 
nary proclivity  to  Idlenefs  and  Pleafure,  what 
reafon  have  we  to  think  that  they  would  e- 
ver  work,  unlefs  they  were  oblig  d  to  it  by 
immediate  Neceffity?  When  wre  fee  an  Ar- 
tificer that  cannot  be  drove  to  his  Work  be- 
fore Tuefday,  becaufe  the  Monday  Morning 
he  has  two  Shillings  left  of  his  laft  Week's 
Pay ;  why  fhould  we  imagine  he  would  go  to 
it  at  all,  if  he  had  fifteen  or  twenty  Pounds 
in  his  Pocket  ? 

What  would,  at  this  rate,  become  of  our 
Manufoftures  ?  If  the  Merchant  would  fend 
Cloth  Abroad,  he  muft  make  it  himfelf,  for 
the  Clothier  cannot  get  one  Man  out  of  twelve 
that  ufed  to  work  for  him.  If  what  I  fpeak  of 
was  only  to  befal  the  Journeymen  Shomakers, 
and.  no  body  elfe,  in  lefs  than  a  Twelvemonth 
half  of  us  would  go  barefoot.  The  chief  and 
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moft  prefling  ufe  there  is  for  Money  in  a  Na- 
tion, is  to  pay  the  Labour  of  the  Poor,  and 
when  there  is  a  real  Scarcity  of  it,  thofe  who 
have  a  great  many  Workmen  to  pay,  will 
always  feel  it  firlt ;  yet  notwithftanding  this 
great  Neceflity  of  Coin,  it  would  be  eafier, 
where  Property  w  as  w^ell  fecured,  to  live  with- 
out Money  than  without  Poor;  for  who 
would  do  the  Work?  For  this  reafon  the 
quantity  of  circulating  Coin  in  a  Country 
ought  always  to  be  proportion'd  to  the  num- 
ber of  Hands  that  are  employ 'd;  and  the 
Wages  of  Labourers  to  the  Price  of  Provi- 
fions.  From  whence  it  is  demonitrable,  that 
whatever  procures  Plenty  makes  Labourers 
cheap,  where  the  Poor  are  well  managed  ; 
who  as  they  ought  to  be  kept  from  itarving, 
fo  they  fliould  receive  nothing  worth  faving. 
If  here  and  there  one  of  the  Ioweft  Clafs  by 
uncommon  Induftry,  and  pinching  his  Belly, 
lifts  himfelf  above  the  Condition  he  was 
brought  up  in,  no  body  ought  to  hinder  him ; 
Nay  it  is  undeniably  the  wifelt  courfe  for  every 
Pcrfon  in  the  Society,  and  for  every  private 
Family  to  be  frugal;  but  it  is  the  Intereit  of  all 
Rich  Nations,  that  the  greateft  part  of  the 
Poor  fliould  almoft  never  be  idle,  and  yet 
continually  fpend  what  they  get. 

All  Men,  as  Sir  William  Temple  obferves 
very  well,  are  more  prone  to  Eafe  and  Pleafure, 
than  they  are  to  Labour,  when  they  are  not 
prompted  to  it  by  Pride  or  Avarice,  and  thofe 
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that  get  their  Living  by  their  daily  Labour, 
are  ieldom  powerfully  influenc'd  Dy  either: 
So  that  they  have  nothing  to  ftir  them  up  to  be 
ferviceable  but  their  Wants,  which  it  is  Pru- 
dence to  relieve,  but  Folly  to  cure.  The  on- 
ly thing  then  that  can  render  the  labouring 
Man  induftrious,  is  a  moderate  quantity  of  Mo- 
ney ;  for  as  too  little  will,  according  as  his  Tem- 
per is,  either  difpirit  or  make  him  Defperate, 
1Q  too  much  will  make  him  Infolent  and  Lazy. 

A  Man  would  be  laugh'd  at  by  moft  Peo- 
ple, who  fliould  maintain  that  too  much  Mo- 
ney could  undo  a  Nation:  Yet  this  has  been 
the  Fate  of  Spain ;  to  this  the  learned  Don 
Diego  Savedra  afcribes  the  Ruin  of  his  Coun- 
try. The  Fruits  of  the  Earth  in  former  Ages 
had  made  Spain  fo  rich,  that  King  Lewis  XL 
of  France  being  come  to  the  Court  of 'Toledo », 
was  aitonilh'd  at  its  Splendour,  and  faid,  that 
he  had  never  feen  any  thing  to  be  compar'd 
to  it,  either  in  Europe  or  Afia\  he  that  in  his 
Travels  to  the  Holy-Land  had  run  through 
every  Province  of  them.  In  the  Kingdom  of 
Cafiille  alone,  (if  we  may  believe  fome  Wri- 
ters) there  were  for  the  Holy  War  from  all 
Parts  of  the  World  got  together  one  hundred 
thoufand  Foot,  ten  thoufand  Horfe,  and  fix- 
ty  thoufand  Carriages  for  Baggage,  which  A- 
lonfo  III.  maintain'd  at  his  own  Charge,  and 
paid  every  Day  as  well  Soldiers  as  Officers 
and  Princes,  every  one  according  to  his  Rank 
and  Dignity :  Nay,  down  to  the  Reign  of  Fer~ 
•  '  P  3  dinand 
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try,  where  Trade  and  Manufactures  flourilh- 
ed,  and  had  a  knowing  indubious  People  to 
boaft  of.  But  as  foon  as  that  mighty  Trea- 
fure,  that  was  obtained  with  more  Hazard 
and  Cruelty  than  the  World  till  then  had 
known,  and  which  to  come  at,  by  the  Spa- 
niard's own  Confeflion,  had  coll  the  Lives  of 
twenty  Millions  of  Indians;  as  foon,  I  fay, 
as  that  Ocean  of  Treafure  came  rowling  in 
upon  them,  it  took  away  their  Senfes,  and 
their  Induftry  forfook  them.  The  Farmer 
left  his  Plough,  the  Mechanick  his  Tools,  the 
Merchant  his  Compting-houfe,  and  every  bo- 
dy fcorning  to  work,  took  his  Pleafure  and 
turn'd  Gentleman.  They  thought  they  had 
reafon  to  value  themfelves  above  all  their 
Neighbours,  and  now  nothing  but  the  Con- 
quell  of  the  World  would  ferve  them. 

The  Confequence  of  this  has  been,  that  other 
Nations  have  liipply'd  what  their  own  Sloth 
and  Pride  deny  a  them ;  and  when  everybody 
faw,  that  notwithstanding  all  the  Prohibitions 
the  Government  could  make  againfl:  the  Ex- 
portation of  Bullion,  the  Spaniard  would  part 
with  his  Money,  and  bring  it  you  aboard  him- 
felf  at  the  hazard  of  his  Neck,  all  the  World 
endeavoured  to  work  for  Spain.  Gold  and 
Silver  being  by  this  means  yearly  divided  and 
lhared  among  all  the  Trading  Countries,  have 
made  all  Things  dear,  and  moft  Nations  of 
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Europe  induftrious,  except  their  Owners,  who 
ever  fmce  their  mighty  Acquisition^  fit  with 
their  Arms  acrofs,  and  wTait  every  Year  with, 
impatience  and  anxiety,  the  arrival  of  their 
Revenues  from  Abroad,  to  pay  others  Tor 
what  they  have  fpent  already  :  And  thus  by 
too  much  Money,  the  making  of  Colonics  and 
other  Mismanagements,  of  which  it  was  the1 
occafion,  Spain  is  from  a  fruitful  and  well  peo- 
pled Country,  with  all  its  mighty  Titles  and. 
Pofleflions,  made  a  barren  and  empty  Tho- 
rough-fair, thro'  which  Gold  and  Silver  pals 
from  America  to  the  reft  of  the  World ;  and 
the  Nation,  from  a  rich,  acute,  diligent  and 
laborious,  become  a  flow,  idle,  proud  and 
beggarly  People ;  fo  much  for  Spain.  The 
next  Country  where  Money  may  be  cal- 
led the  Produft  is  "Portugal,  and  the  Fi- 
gure which  that  Kingdom  with  all  its  Gold 
makes  in  Europe,  I  think  is  not  much  to  be 
envyed. 

The  great  Art  then  to  make  a  Nation  happy, 
and  what  we  call  flourifhing,  confifts  in  giving 
every  body  an  opportunity  of  being  employ 'd ; 
which  to  compafs,  let  a  Government's  firlt  care 
be  to  promote  as  g;reat  a  variety  of  Manu- 
fa&ures,  Arts  and  handicrafts,  as  Human  Wit 
can  invent ;  and  the  fecond  to  encourage  Agri- 
culture and  Fifhery  in  all  their  Branches,  that 
the  whole  Earth  may  be  fore'd  to  exert  it  felf 
as  well  as  Man ;  for  as  the  one  is  an  infallible 
Maxim  to  draw  vaft  multitudes  of  People  into 
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a  Nation,  fo  the  other  is  the  only  Method  to 
maintain  them. 

It  is  from  this  Policy,  and  not  the  trifling 
Regulations  of  Lavilhnefs  and  Frugality, 
(which  will  ever  take  their  own  Courfe,  ac- 
cording to  the  Circumftances  of  the  People) 
that  the  Greatnefs  and  Felicity  of  Nations 
mull  be  expefted  ;  for  let  the  Value  of 
Gold  and  Silver  either  rife  or  fall,  the  En- 
joyment of  all  Societies  will  ever  depend 
upon  the  Fruits  of  the  Earth,  and  the 
Labour  of  the  People  ;  both  which  joyn- 
ed  together  are  a  more  certain,  a  more 
inexhauftible,  and  a  more  real  Treafure 
than  the  Gold  of  Brazil,  or  the  Silver  of 
Totofi. 

-  (R.)  No  Honour  now,  &c. 

"Page  17.  Line  17. 

TTOnour  in  its  Figurative  Senfe  is  a  Chimera 
•S^f-  without  Truth  or  Being,  an  Invention 
of  Moralilts  and  Politicians,  and  fignifies  a 
certain  Principle  of  Virtue  not  related  to 
Religion,  found  in  fome  Men  that  keeps  'em 
clofe  to  their  Duty  and  Engagements  whatever 
they  be  ;  as  for  Example,  a  Man  of  Honour 
enters  into  a  Confpiracy  with  others  to  murder 
a  King  ;  he  is  obliged,  to  go  thorough  Stich 
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vith  it ;  and  if  overcome  by  Remorfe  or  G  ood- 
nature  he  ftartles  at  the  Enormity  of  his  Pur- 
I  pofe,  difcovers  the  Plot,  and  turns  a  Witnefs 
againft  his  Accomplices,  he  then  forfeits  his 
Honour,  at  leaft  among  the  Party  he  belong- 
ed to.  The  Excellency  of  this  Principle  is, 
that  the  Vulgar  are  deftitute  of  it,  and  it  is 
only  to  be  met  with  in  People  of  the  better 
fort,  as  fome  Oranges  have  Kernels,  and  o- 
thers  not,  tho'  the  out-lide  be  the  fame.  In 
great  Families  it  is  like  the  Gout,  generally 
counted  Hereditary,  and  all  Lords  Children 
are  born  with  it.  In  fome  that  never  felt  any 
thing  of  it,  it  is  acquired  by  Converfation  and 
Reading,  (efpecially  of  Romances)  in  others 
by  Preferment ;  but  there  is  uothing  that  en- 
courages the  Growth  of  it  more  than  a  Sword, 
and  upon  the  firft  wearing  of  one,  fome  Peo- 
•  pie  have  felt  confiderable  Shoots  of  it  in  four 
and  twenty  Hours. 

The  chief  and  moft  important  Care  a  Man 
of  Honour  ought  to  have,  is  the  Prefervation 
of  this  Principle,  and  rather  than  forfeit  it,  he 
mufl  lofe  his  Employments  and  Eftate,  nay, 
Life  i tfelf ;  for  w  hich  r eafon,  whatever  Humi- 
lity he  may  (hew  by  way  of  Good-breeding, 
he  is  allow'd  to  put  an  ineftimable  Value  upon 
himfelf,  as  a  Pofleffor  of  this  invifible  Orna- 
ment. The  only  Method  to  preferve  this 
Principle,  is  to  live  up  to  the  Rules  of  Honour, 
which  are  Laws  he  is  to  walk  by:  Himfelf  is 
oblig'd  always  to  be  faithful  to  his  Truft,  to 
!  "        "  prefer 
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prefer  the  publick  Intereft  to  his  own,  not  to 
tell  lies,  nor  defraud  or  wrong  any  Body,  and 
from  others  to  fuffer  no  Affront,  which  is  a 
Term  of  Art  for  every  Aftion  defignedly  done 
to  undervalue  him. 

The  Men  of  ancient  Honour,  of  which  I 
reckon  "Don  Quixot  to  have  been  the  laft  upon 
Record,  were  very  nice  Obfervers  of  all  thefe 
Laws,  and  a  great  many  more  than  I  have 
named ;  but  the  Moderns  feem  to  be  more 
remifs ;  they  have  a  profound  Veneration  for 
the  laft  of  'em,  but  they  pay  not  -an  equal 
Obedience  to  any  of  the  other,  and  whoever 
will  but  ftriftly  comply  with  that  I  hint  at, 
fliall  have  abundance  of  TrefpafTes  againft  all 
the  reft  conniv'd  at. 

A  Man  of  Honour  is  always  counted 
impartial,  and  a  Man  of  Senfe  of  courfe; 
for  no  body  ever  heard  of  a  Man  of  Ho- 
nour that  was  a  Fool :  For  this  Reafon,  he 
has  nothing  to  do  with  the  Law,  and  is  al- 
ways allow'd  to  be  a  Judge  in  his  own 
Cafe;  and  if  the  leatt  Injury  be  done  ei- 
ther to  himfelf  or  his  Friend,  his  Relation, 
his  Servant,  his  Dog,  or  any  thing  which 
he  is  pleafed  to  take  under  his  Honoura- 
ble Proteftion,  Satisfa&ion  muft  be  forth- 
with demanded;  and  if  it  proves  an  Af- 
front, and  he  that  gave  it  likewife  a  Man  of 
Honour,  a  Battle  mufl:  enfue.  From  all  this 
it  is  evident,  that  a  Man  of  Honour  muft  be 
pofleffed  of  Courage,  and  that  without  it  his 
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other  Principle  would  be  no  more  than  a 
Sword  without  a  Point.  Let  us  therefore  exa- 
mine what  Courage  confifts  in,  and  whether 
it  be,  as  moll  People  will  have  it,  a  real  Some- 
thing that  valiant  Men  have  in  their  Nature 
diitinft  from  all  their  other  Qualities  or  not. 

There  is  nothing  fo  univerfally  fincere  up- 
on Earth,  as  the  Love  which  all  Creatures, 
that  are  capable  of  any,  bear  to  themfelves ; 
and  as  there  is  no  Love  but  what  implies  a 
Care  to  preferve  the  thing  beloved,  fo  there 
is  nothing  more  fincere  in  any  Creature  than 
his  Will,  Wifliesand  Endeavours  to  preferve 
himfelf.  This  is  the  Law  of  Nature,  by 
which  no  Creature  is  endued  with  any  Appe- 
tite or  Paflion  but  what  either  direftly  or 
indireftly  tends  to  the  Prefervation  either  of 
himfelf  or  his  Species. 

The  means  by  which  Nature  obliges  every 
Creature  continually  to  llir  in  this  Bufinets- 
of  Self-Prefervatiori,  are  grafted  in  him,  and 
(in  Man)  call'd  Defires,  which  either  compel 
him  to  crave  what  he  thinks  will  fultain  or 
pleafe  him,  or  command  him  to  avoid  what 
he  imagines  might  difpleafe,  hurt  or  deftroy 
him.  Thefe  Defires  or  Paffions  have  all  their 
different  Symptoms  by  which  they  manifell 
themfelves  to  thofe  they  diiturb,  and  from 
that  variety  of  Difturbances  they  make  with- 
in us,  their  various  Denominations  have  been 
given  them,  as  has  been  fhewn  already  in 
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The  Paflion  that  is  rais'd  in  us  when  we  ap- 
prehend that  Mifchief  is  approaching  us,  is 
calFd  Fear :  The  Difturbance  it  makes  within 
us  is  always  more  or  lefs  violent  in  proportion, 
not  of  the  Danger,  but  our  Apprehenfion  of 
the  Mifchief  dreaded,  whether  real  or  ima- 
ginary.  Our  Fear  then  being  always  propor- 
tion'd  to  the  Apprehenfion  we  have  of  the 
Danger,  it  follows,  that  whilft  that  Appre- 
henfion lafts,  a  Man  can  no  more  fhake  off  his 
Fear  than  he  can  a  Leg  or  an  Arm.    In  a 
Fright  it  is  true,  the  Apprehenfion  of  Dan- 
ger is  fo  fudden,  and  attacks  us  fo  lively,  (as 
ibmetimes  to  take  away  Reafon  and  Senfes) 
that  when  'tis  over  we  often  don't  remember 
that  we  had  any  Apprehenfion  at  all ;  but  from 
the  Event,  'tis  plain  we  had  it,  for  how  could 
we  have  been  irighten'd  if  we  had  not  appre- 
hended that  fome  Evil  or  other  was  coming 
upon  us  ? 

Moil  People  are  of  Opinion,  that  this  Appre- 
henfion is  to  be  conquer 'd  by  Reafon,  but  I  con- 
fefs  I  am  not :  Thole  that  have  been  frighten'd 
will  tell  you,  that  as  foon  as  they  could  recoi- 
led themfelves,  that  is,  make  ule  of  their  Rea- 
fon, their  Apprehenfion  was  conquer'd.  But 
this  is  no  Conqueft  at  all,  for  in  a  Fright  the 
Danger  was  either  altogether  imaginary,  or 
elfe  it  is  pafl  by  that  time  they  can  make  ufe 
of  their  Reafon ;  and  therefore,  if  they  find 
there  is  no  Danger,  it  is  no  wonder  that  they 
lhould  not  apprehend  any :  But  when  the  Dan^ 
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fer  is  permanent,let  them  then  make  ufe  of  their 
Leafon,  and  they'll  find  that  it  may  ferve  them 
to  examine  the  Greatnefs  and  Reality  of  the 
Danger,  and  that  if  they  find  it  lefs  than  they 
imagined,  their  Apprehenfion  will  be  leflen'd 
accordingly ;  but  if  the  Danger  proves  real, 
and  the  lame  in  every  Circumftance  as  they 
took  it  to  be  at  firll,  then  their  Reafon  inftead 
of  diminilhing  will  rather  increafe  their  Appre- 
henfion. Whillt  this  Fear  lafts,  no  Creature 
can  fight  offenfively ;  and  yet  we  fee  Brutes 
daily  fight  obftinately,  and  worry  one  ano- 
ther to  Death;  fo  that  fome  other  Pafllon 
mult  be  able  to  overcome  this  Fear,  and  the 
jtnoft  contrary  to  it  is  Anger ;  which  to  trace 
to  the  bottom  I  muft  beg  leave  to  make  ano- 
ther Digreffion. 

No  Creature  can  fubfill  without  Food,  nor 
any  Species  of  them  (I  fpeak  of  the  more  per- 
fect Animals)  continue  long  unlefs  young  ones 
are  continually  born  as  faft  as  the  old  ones 
die.  Therefore  the  firft  and  fierceft  Appe- 
tite that  Nature  has  given  them  is  Hunger, 
the  next  is  Luft;  the  one  prompting  them 
to  procreate  as  the  other  bids  them  eat. 
Now,  if  we  obferve  that  Anger  is  that  Paffi- 
on which  is  rais'd  in  us  when  we  are  crofs'd 
or  difturb'd  in-  our  Delires,  and  that  as 
it  fums  up  all  the  Strength  in  Creatures, 
fo  it  was  given  them  that  oy  it  they  might 
exert  themfelves  more  vigoroufiy  in  endea- 
vouring to  remove,  overcome,  or  deftroy 
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whatever  obftru&s  them  in  the  Purfuit  of  Self- 
Prcfervation ;  we  fliall  find  that  Brutes,  unlefs 
themfelves  or  what  they  love,  or  the  Liberty 
of  either  are  threaten'd  or  attack'd,  have  no- 
thing worth  Notice  that  can  move  them  to  An- 
ger but  Hunger  or  Luft.  'Tis  they  that  make 
them  more  tierce,  for  we  muft  obferve,  that 
the  Appetites  of  Creatures  are  as  a&ually  crofs'd, 
whUft  they  want  and  cannot  meet  with  what 
they  defire  (tho'  perhaps  with  lefs  Violence) 
as  when  hinder  cl  from  enjoying  what  they  have 
in  view.  What  I  have  faid  will  appear  mor£ 
plainly,  if  we  but  mind  what  no  body  can  be 
ignorant  of,  which  is  this:  All  Creatures  up- 
on Earth  live  either  upon  the  Fruits  and  Pro- 
duft  of  it,  or  elfe  the  Flefti  of  other  Animals, 
their  Fellow  Creatures.  The  latter,  which  we 
call  Beads  of  Prey,  Nature  has  arm'd  accord- 
ingly, and  given  them  Weapons  and  Strength 
to  overcome  and  tear  afunder  thofe  whom 
ihe  has  defign'd  for  their  Food,  and  likewife 
a  much  keener  Appetite  than  to  other  Ani- 
mals that  live  upon  Herbs,  &c.  For  as  to  the 
firlt,  if  a  Cow  lov'd  Mutton  as  well  as  fhe  does 
Grafs,  being  made  as  fhe  is,  and  having  no 
Claws  or  "talons,  and  but  one  Row  of 
Teeth  before  that  are  all  of  an  equal  Length, 
ihe  would  be  Itarv'd  even  among  a  Flock  of 
Sheep.  Secondly,  As  to  their  Voracioufnefs, 
if  Experience  did  not  teach  it  us,  our  Rea- 
fon  might:  In  the  firft  place,  It  is  highly  pro- 
bable that  the  Hunger  which  can  make  a 
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Creature  fatigue,  harrafs  and  expofe  himfelf  to 
Danger  for  every  Bit  be  eats,  is  more  piercing 
than  that  which  only  bids  him  eat  what  Hands 
before  him,  and  which  he  may  have  for  Hooping 
down.  In  the  fecond,  It  is  to  be  confidered, 
that  as  Beafts  of  Prey  have  an  Inftinft  by  which 
they  learn  to  crave,  trace,  and  difcover  thofe 
Creatures  that  are  good  Food  for  them ;  fo  the 
others  have  likewife  an  Inftinft  that  teaches 
them  Do  lliun,  conceal  themfelves,  and  run  away 
from  thofe  that  hunt  after  them :  From  hence  it 
muft  follow,  that  Beafts  of  Prey,  tho'  they  could 
almoft  eat  for  ever,  go  yet  more  often  with 
empty  Bellies  than  other  Creatures,  whofe  Vi- 
duals  neither  fly  from  nor  oppofe  them.  This 
muft  perpetuate  as  well  as  increafe  their  Hun- 
•  ger,  which  hereby  becomes  a  conftant  Fuel  to 
their  Anger. 

If  you  ask  me  what  ftirs  up  this  Anger  in 
Bulls  and  Cocks  that  will  fight  to  Death, 
and  yet  are  neither  Animals  of  Prey  nor 
very  voracious,  I  anfwer,  Luft.  Thofe 
Creatures,  whofe  Rage  proceeds  from  Hun- 
ger, both  Male  and  Female,  attack  every 
thing  they  can  mafter,  and  fight  obftinatcly 
againft  all:  But  the  Animals,  whole  Fury  is 
provok'd  by  a  Venereal  Ferment,  being  ge- 
nerally Males,  exert  themfelves  chiefly  againft 
other  Males  of  the  fame  Species.  They  may 
do  mifchief  by  chance  to  other  Creatures; 
but  the  main  Objefts  of  their  Hatred  are  their 
Rivals,  and  it  is  againft  them  only  that  their 
.  "1    5  Prowefs 
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Prowefs  and  Fortitude  are  fhewn.  We  fed 
likewife  in  all  thofe  Creatures  of  which  the 
Male  is  able  to  fatisfy  a  great  Number  of 
Females,  a  more  considerable  Superiority  in 
the  Male  exprefs'd  by  Nature  in  his  Make  and 
Features  as  well  as  Fiercenefs,  than  is  obfer v'd 
in  other  Creatures,  where  the  Male  is  con- 
tented with  one  or  two  Females.  Dogs,  tho* 
become  Domeftick  Animals,  are  ravenous  to 
ia  Proverb,  and  thofe  pi  them  that  will  fight 
being  Carnivorous,  wotild  foon  become  Beafts 
of  Prey,  if  not  fed  by  us ;  what  we  may  ob- 
fer ve  in  them  is  an  ample  Proof  of  what  I 
have  hitherto  advanc'd.  Thofe  of  a  true 
fighting  Breed,  being  voracious  Creatures,  both 
Male  and  Female,  will  fatten  upon  any  thing, 
and  fiifFer  themfelves  to  be  kill'd  before  they 
give  over.  As  the  Female  is  rather  more  falaci* 
ous  than  the  Male ;  fo  there  is  no  Difference 
in  their  Make  at  all,  what  diftinguifhes  the 
Sexes  excepted,  and  the  Female  is  rather  the 
fierceft  of  the  two.  A  Bull  is  a  terrible  Crea- 
ture when  he  is  kept  up,  but  where  he  has 
twenty  or  more  Cows  to  range  among,  in  a. 
little  time  he'll  become  as  tame  as  any  of  them, 
and  a  dozen  Hens  will  fpoil  the  beft  Game 
Cock  in  England.  Harts  and  Deer  are  counted 
chalte  and  timorous  Creatures,  and  fo  indeed 
they  are  almoft  all  the  Year -long,  except  in 
RuttingTime,  and  then  on  a/udden  they  be- 
come bold  to  Adtniration,  and  often  make  at 
the  Keepers  themfelves.  '   :  -: 
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.  That  the  Influence  of  thofe  two  principal 
Appetites,  Hunger  and  Luft,  upon  the  Temper 
of  Animals,  is  not  fo  whimfical  as  fome  may 
imagine,  may  be  partly  demonftrated  from 
what  is  obfervable  in  our  felves ;  for  though 
o\jr  Hunger  is  infinitely  lefs  violent  than  that 
of  Wolves  and  other  ravenous  Creatures,  yet 
we  fee  that  People  who  are  in  Health  and  have  a 
tolerable  Stomach,  are  more  fretful,  and  fooner 
put  out  of  Humour  for  Trifles  when  they  flay 
for  their  Victuals  beyond  their  ufual  Hour£, 
than  at  any  other  time.  And  again,  tho'  Lull 
in  Man  is  not  fo  raging  as  it  is  in  Bulls  and  other 
falacious  Creatures,  yet  nothing  provokes  Men 
and  Women  bothfodner  and  more  violently  to 
Anger,  than  what  crofles  their  Amours,. when 
they  are  heartily  in  Love ;  and  the  moil  fear- 
ful and  tenderly  educated  of  either  Sex,  have 
flighted  the  greateft  Dangers,  and  fet  afide  all 
other  Confiderations  to  compafs  the  DeflrU- 
ftion  of  a  Rival. 

Hitherto  I  have  endeavoured  to  demonftrate* 
that  no  Creature  can  fight  oflfenfively  as  long  as 
his  Fear  lafls ;  that  Fear  cannot  be  conquer'd 
but  by  another  Pafiibn ;  that  the  mofl  contrary 
to  it,  and  mofl:  effe&ual  to  overcome  it  is  Anger; 
that  the  two  principal  Appetites  which  disap- 
pointed can  ffir  up  this  lan  named  PafEon  are- 
Hunger  and  Luji?  and  that  in  all  Brute  Beafts 
thepronenefs  toAnger  ahd  Obfliriacy  in  fighting 
generally  depend  upon  the  Violence  of  either  or 
both  thofe  Apipetites  together :  From  whence 
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it  muft  follow,  that  what  we  call  Prowefs  or 
natural  Courage  in  Creatures,  is  nothing  but 
the  effeft  of  Anger,  and  that  all  fierce  Animals 
muft  be  either  very  Ravenous  or  very  Luftful, 
if  not  both. 

Let  us  now  examine  what  by  this  Rule  we 
ought  to  judge  of  our  own  Species.  From  the 
tendernefs  ot  Man's  Skin,  and  the  great  care 
that  is  required  for  Years  together  to  rear  him; 
from  the  Make  of  his  Jaws,  the  evennefs  of  his 
Teeth,  the  breadth  of  his  Nails,  and  the  flight- 
nefs  of  both,  it  is  not  probable  that  Nature 
ihould  have  defign'd  him  for  Rapine ;  for  this 
Reafon  his  Hunger  is  not  voracious  as  it  is  in 
Beafts  of  Prey ;  neither  is  he  fo  falacious  as 
other  Animals  that  are  call'd  fo,  and  being 
befides  very  induftrious  to  fupply  his  wants, 
he  can  have  no  reigning  Appetite  to  perpetuate 
his  Anger,  and  mull  confequently  be  a  timprous 
Animal. 

What  I  have  faid  laft  muft  only  be  under- 
flood  of  Man  in  his  Savage  State;  for  if 
we  examine  him  as  a  Member  of  a  Socie- 
ty and  a  taught  Animal,  we  fliall  find  him 
auite  another  Creature:  As  foon  as  his 
Pride  has  room  to  play,  and  Envy,  AvaT 
rice  and  Ambition  begin  to  catch  hold  of 
him,  he  is  rous'd  from  his  natural  Inno- 
cence and  Stupidity.  As  his  Knowledge  encrea- 
fes,  his  Defires  are  enlarg'd,  and  confequent- 
ly his  Wants  and  Appetites  are  multiply 'd : 
Hence  it  mult  follow,  that  he  will  be  often 
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Crofs'd  in  the  Purfuit  of  them,  and  meet  with 
abundance  more  difappointment  to  Itir  up  his 
Anger  in  this  than  his  former  Condition,  and 
Man  would  in  a  little  time  become  the  moft 
hurtful  and  noxious  Creature  in  the  World, 
if  let  alone,  whenever  he  could  over-power 
his  Adverfary,  if  he  had  no  Mifchief  to  fear 
but  from  the  Perfon  that  anger'd  him. 

The  firft  care  therefore  or  all  Governments 
is  by  fevere  Puniftiments  to  curb  his  Anger 
when  it  does  hurt,  and  fo^by  encrealing  his 
Fears  prevent  the  Mifchief  it  might  produce. 
When  various  Laws  to  reftrain  him  from  u- 
fing  Force  are  ftriftly  executed,  Self-Prefer- 
vatiori  muft  teach  him  to  be  peaceable ;  and 
as  it  is  every  body's  Bufinefs  to  be  as  little  di- 
fturb'd  as  is  poflible,  his  Fears  will  be  conti- 
nually augmented  and  enlarg'd  as  he  advances 
in  Experience,  Underftanding  and  Forefight. 
The  Conference  of  this  muft  be,  that  as 
the  Provocations  he  will  receive  to  Anger 
will  be  infinite  in  the  civiKz'd  State,  fo  his 
Fears  to  damp  it  will  be  the  fame,  and  thus 
in  a  little  time  he'll  be  taught  by  his  Fears  to 
deflroy  his  Anger,  and  by  Art  to  confult  in 
an  oppofite  Method  the  lame  Self-Preferva- 
non  for  which  Nature  before  had  furnifhed 
him  with  Anger,  as  well  as  the  reft  of  his 
PalTIons. 

The  only  ufeful  Paflion  then  that  Man  is 
poffefs'd  of  toward  the  Peace  and  Quiet  of  a 
Society,  is  his  Fear,  and  themor&  you  work 
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upon  it  the  more  orderly  and  governable  he'll 
be ;  for  how  ufeful  foever  Anger  may  be  to 
Man,  as  he  is  a  fingle  Creature  by  himfelf,  yet 
the  Society  has  no  manner  of  occafion  for  it : 
But  Nature  being  always  the  fame,  in  the  For- 
mation of  Animals,  produces  all  Creatures  as 
like  to  thofe  that  beget  and  bear  them  as  the 
Place  Ihe  forms  them  in,  and  the  various  In- 
fluences from  without  will  give  her  leave,  and 
confequently  all  Men,  whether  they  are  born 
in  Courts  or  Forefts,  are  fufceptible  of  An- 
ger. When  this  Paflion  overcomes  (as  among 
all  degrees  of  People  it  fometimes  does)  the 
whole  Set  of  Fears  Man  has,  he  has  true  Cou- 
rage, and  will  fight  as  boldly  as  a  Lyon  or  a 
Tyger,  and  at  no  other  time;  and  I  ihall  en- 
deavour to  prove,  that  whatever  is  call'd  Cou- 
rage in  Man,  when  he  is  not  Angry,  is  fpu- 
rious  and  artificial. 

It  is  poflible  by  good  Government  to  keep 
a  Society  always  quiet  in  itfelf,  but  no  body^ 
can  enlure  Peace  from  without  for  ever. 
The  Society  may  have  occafion  to  extend 
their  Limits  further,  and  enlarge  their  Ter- 
ritories, or  others  may  invade  theirs,  or  fome- 
thing  elfe  will  happen  that  Man  muft  be 
brought  to  fight;  for  how  civiliz'd  foever 
Men  may  be,  they  never  forget  that  Force 
goes  beyond  Reaion :  The  Politician  now 
muft  alter  his  Meafures,  and  take  off  fome 
of  Man's  Fears ;  he  muft  ftrive  to  perfwade 
him,  that  all  what  was  told  him  before  of  the 
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Barbarity  of  killing  Men  ceafes  as  foon  as 
thefe  Men  are  Enemies,  to  the  Publick,  and 
that  their  Adverfaries  are  neither  fo  good  nor 
fo  ftrong  as  themfelves.  Thefe  Things  well 
manag'd  will  feldom  fail  of  drawing  the  har- 
dieft,  the  moft  quarrelfome,  and  the  moft 
mifchievous  in  to  Combat ;  but  unlefs  they 
are  better  qualify'd,  I  won't  anfwer  for  their 
Behaviour  there :  If  once  you  can  make  them 
undervalue  their  Enemies,  you  may  foon  ftir 
them  up  to  Anger,  and  while  that  lafts  they'll 
fight  with  greater  Obftinacy  than  any  dilci- 
plind  Troops:  But  if  any  thing  happens 
that  was  unforefeen,  and  a  fudden  great 
Noife,  a  Tempeft,  or  any  ftrange  or  uncom- 
mon Accident  that  feems  to  threaten  'em, 
intervenes,  Fear  feizes  'em,  difarms  their  An- 
ger, and  makes  'em  run  away  to  a  Man. 

This  natural  Courage  therefore,  as  foon  as 
People  begin  to  have  more  Wit,  muft  be 
foon  exploded.  In  the  firft  place  thofe  that 
have  felt  the  Smart  of  the  Enemy's  Blows, 
won't  always  believe  what  is  faid  to  under- 
value him,  and  are  often  not  eafily  provok'd 
to  Anger.  Secondly,  Anger  confiftins  in 
an  Ebullition  of  the  Spirits  is  a  Paflion  of  no 
long  continuance  fir  a  furor  brevis  eft)  and 
the  Enemies,  if  they  withftand  the  firft 
Shock  of  thefe  Angry  People,  have  com- 
monly the  better  of  it.  Thirdly,  as  long  as 
People  are  Angry,  all  Counfel  and  Difcipline 
are  loft  upon  them,  and  they  can  never  be 
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brought  to  ufe  Art  or  Conduct  in  their  Bat* . 
ties.  Anger  then,  without  which  no  Crea- 
ture has  natural  Courage ,  being  altogether 
ufelefs  in  a  Wat  to  be  manag'd  by  Stratagem, 
and  brought  into  a  regular  Art,  the  Govern- 
ment mult  find  out  an  Equivalent  for  Cou- 
rage that  will  make  Men  fight. 

Whoever  would  civilize  Men,  and  efta- 
blifli  them  into  a  Body  Politick,  muft  be  tho- 
roughly acquainted  with  all  the  Paflions  and 
Appetites,  Strength  and  Weaknefles  of  their 
Frame,  and  underftand  how  to  turn  their 
greatett  Frailties  to  the  Advantage  of  the 
Publick.  In  the  Enquiry  into  the  Origin  of 
Moral  Virtue,  I  have  fhewn  how  eafily  Men 
were  induc'd  to  believe  any  thing  that  is  faid 
in  their  Praife.  If  therefore  a  Law-giver  or 
Politician,  whom  they  have  a  great  venera-r 
tion  for,  fllould  tell  them,  that  the  generali- 
ty of  Men  had  within  them  a  Principle  of 
Valour  diftinft  from  Anger,  or  any  other 
Pallion,  that  made  them  to  delpife  Danger  and 
face  Death  itfelf  with  Intrepidity,  and  that 
they  who  had  the  moll  of  it  were  the  mod 
valuable  of  their  kind,  it  is  very  likely,  confi- 
dering  what  has  been  faid,  that  moil  of  them, 
tho*  they  felt  nothing  of  this  Principle,  would 
fwallow  it  for  Truth,  and  that  the  proudeft 
feeling  themfelves  mov'd  at  this  piece  of  Flatr 
tery,  and  not  well  vers'd  in  diftinguilhing  the 
Panions,  might  imagine  that  they  felt  it  heaving 
in  their  Breafts,  by  miitaking  Pride  for  Cou- 
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rage.  If  but  One  in  Ten  can  be  perfuaded 
openly  to  declare,  that  he  is  poftcfs'd  of  this 
Principle,  and  maintain  it  againft  all  Gainfayers, 
there  will  foon  be  half  a  dozen  that  fhall  after  t; 
the  fame.  Whoever  has  once  own'd  it  is  enga- 
ged, the  Politician  has  nothing  to  do  but  to 
take  all  imaginable  Care  to  flatter  the  Pride  of 
tjiofe  that  brag  of,  and  are  willing  to.  fland  by 
it,  a  thoufand  different  ways :  The  fame  Pride 
that  drew  him  in  firft  will  ever  after  oblige  him 
to  defend  the  Aflertion,  till  at  laft  the  fear  of 
difcovering  the  reality  of  his  Heart,  comes  to 
be  fo  great  that  it  out-does  the  fear  of  Death  it 
felf.  Do  but  encreafe  Man's  Pride,  and  his  fear 
of  Shame  will  ever  be  proportion'd  to  it ;  for 
the  greater  value  a  Man  fets  upon  himfelf,  the 
more  Pains  he'll  take  and  the  greater  Hard- 
fliips  he'll  undergo  to  avoid  Shame. 

The  great  Art  then  to  make  Man  Coura- 
geous, is  firft  to  make  him  own  this  Princin 
pie  of  Valour  within,  and  afterwards  to  in- 
fpire  him  with  as  much  Horror  againft  Shame, 
as  Nature  has  given  him  againft  Death ;  and 
that  there  are  things  to  which  Man  has,  or 
may  have,  a  ftronger  averfion  than  he  has 
to  Death,  is  evident  from  Suicide.  He 
that  makes  Death  his  choice,  muftlook  up- 
on it  as  lefs  terrible  than  what  he  fhuns 
by  it;  for  whether  the  Evil  dreaded  be 
prefent  or  to  come,  real  or  imaginary,  no 
body  would  kill  himfelf  wilfully  but  to  a- 
voia  fomething.   Lucretia  held  out  bravely 
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againft  all  the  attacks  of  the  Raviflier,  eveq 
when  he  threatened  her  Life ;  which  ftewsthat 
flie  valu'd  her  Virtue  beyond  it :  But  when  he 
threaten^!  her  Reputation  with  eternal  Infamy, 
flie  fairly  furrender'd,  and  then  flew  herfelf ; 
a  certain  fign  that  flie  valued  her  Virtue  lefs 
than  her  Glory,  and  her  Life  lefs  than  either. 
The  fear  of  Death  did  not  make  her  yield, 
for  fhe  refolv'd  to  die  before  flie  did  it,  and 
her  compliance  muft  only  be  confider'd  as  a 
Bribe  to  make  Tarquin  forbear  fullying  her 
Reputation  ;  fo  that  Life  had  neither  the  firft 
nor  fecond  place  in  the  efteem  of  Lucretia. 
The  Courage  then  which  is  only  ufeful  to  the 
Body  Politick,  and  what  is  generally  call'd 
true  Valour,  is  artificial,  and  confifts  in  a  Su- 
perlative Horror  aeainft  Shame,  by  Flattery 
infufed  into  Men  of  exalted  Pride. 

As  foon  as  the  Notions  of  Honour  and 
Shame  are  received  among  a  Society,  it  is  not 
difficult  to  make  Men  fight,  Firft,  take  care 
they  are  perfuaded  of  the  Juftice  of  their 
Caufe :  for  no  Man  fights  heartily  that  thinks 
himfelf  in  the  wrong ;  then  lhew  them  that  their 
Altars,  their  Pqfleflions,  Wives,  Children, 
and  every  thing  that  is  near  and  dear  to 
them,  is  concerned  in  the  prefent  Quarrel, 
or  at  leaft  may  be  influenced  by  it  here- 
after; then  put  Feathers  in  their  Caps, 
and  diftinguifn  them  from  others,  talk  of 
Publick-Spiritednefs,  the  Love  of  their 
Country,  facing  an  Enemy  with  Intrepidity, 
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defpifing  Death,  the  Bed  of  Honour,  and  fuch 
like  high  founding  Words,  and  every  Proud 
Man  will  take  up  Arms  and  fight  himfelf  to 
Death  before  he'll  turn  tail,  if  it  be  by  Pay-7 
light.  One  Man  in  an  Army  is  a  check  upon 
another,  and  a  hundred  of  them  that  fihgle  and 
without  witnefs  would  be  all  Cowards,"  are 
for  fear  of  incurring  one  another's  Contempt 
made  Valiant  by  being  together.  To  continue 
and  heighten  this  artificial  Courage,  all  that 
run  away  ought  to  be  punilh'd  with  Ignomi^ 
ny;  thofe  that  fought  well,  whether  they  did 
beat  or  were  beaten,  mull  be  flatter  d  and 
folemnly  commended;  thofe  that  loft  their 
Limbs  rewarded;  and  thofe  that  were  killrd 
ought,  above  all,  to  be  taken  notice  of,  art- 
fully lamented,  and  to  have  extraordinary  En- 
coiiiums  beftow'd  upon  them;  for  to  pay 
Honours  to  the  Dead,  will  ever  be  a  fure  Me- 
thod to  make  Bubbles  of  the  Living. 

When  I  fay  that  the  Courage  made  ufe  of 
in  the  Wars  is  artificial,  I  don't  imagine  that 
by  the  fame  Art  all  Men  may  be  made  equally 
Valiant:  As  Men  have  not  an  equal  lhare 
of  Pride,  and  differ  from  one  another  in 
Shape  and  inward  Structure,  it  is  impofli- 
ble  they  fhould  be  all  equally  fit  for  the 
fame  ufes.  Some  Men  will  never  be  able 
to  learn  Mufick,  and  yet  make  good  Ma- 
thematicians ;  others  will  play  excellently 
well  upon  the  Violin,  and  yet  be  Cox- 
combs as  long  as  they  live,  let  them  converfe 
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with  whom  they  pleafe.  But  to  fliew .  that 
this  is  no  evafion,  I  lhall  prove,  that,  fetting 
afide  what  I  faid  of  artificial  Courage  already, 
what  the  greateft  Heroe  differs  in  from  the 
ranked  Coward,  is  altogether  Corporeal, 
and  depends  upon  the  inward  make  of  Man. 
What  I  mean  is  calFd  Conftitution;  by 
which  is  underftood  the  orderly  or  diforder- 
lv  mixture  of  the  Fluids  in  our  Body :  That 
Conftitution  which  favours  Courage,  confifts 
in  the  natural  Strength,  Elalticity,  and  due 
Contexture  of  the  finer  Spirits,  and  upon 
them  wholly  depends  what  we  call  Sted- 
faftnefs,  Reiolution  and  Obftinacy.  It  is  the  x 
only  Ingredient  that  is  common  to  natural 
and  artificial  Bravery,  and  is  to  either  what 
Size  is  to  white  Walls,  which  hinders  them 
from  coming  off,  and  makes  them  lafting. 
That  fome  People  are  very  much,  others 
very  little  friehten'd  at  things  that  are 
ftrahge  and  fudden  to  them,  is  likewife  al- 
together owing  to  the  firmnefs  or  imbeci- 
lity in  the  Tone  of  the  Spirits.  Pride  is 
of  no  ufe  in  a  Fright,  becaufe  whilft  it  lalts 
we  can't  think,  which,  being  counted  a 
difgrace,  is  the  reafon  People  are  always 
angry  with  any  thing  that  frightens  them 
as  foon  as  the  furprize  is  over;  and  when 
at  the  turn  of  a  Battle  the  Conquerors 
give  no  Quarter,  and  are  very  cruel,  it  is  a 
fign  their  Enemies  fought  well,  and  had  put 
them  firft  into  great  Fears. 
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That  Refolutioji  depends  upon  this  Tone 
of  the  Spirits,  appears  Ukewife  from  the  effects 
ot  ftrong  Liquors,  the  fiery  Particles  whereof 
crowding  into  the  Brain,  itrengthen  the  Spi- 
rits $  their  Operation  imitates  that  of  Anger, 
which  I  faid  before  was  an  Ebullition  of  the  Spi- 
rits. It  is  for  this  reafon  that  moft  People 
when  they  are  in  Drink,  are  fooner  touch'd 
and  more  prone  to  Anger  than  at  other  times, 
and  fome  raving  Mad  without  any  Provocati- 
on at  all.  It  is  likewife  obferv'd,  that  Brandy 
makes  Men  more  Quarrelfome  at  the  fame 

Sitch  of  Drunkennefs  than  Wine;  becaufe  the 
pirits  of  diftill'd  Waters  have  abundance  of 
fiery  Particles  mixtwith  them,  which  the  other 
has  not.  The  Contexture  of  Spirits  is  fo  weak 
in  fome,  that  thtf  they  have  Pride  enough, 
no  Art  can  ever  make  them  fight  or  over- 
come their  Fears ;  but  this  is  a  Defeft  in  the 
Principle  of  the  Fluids,  as  other  Deformities 
are  faults  of  the  Solids.  Thefe  pufilanimous 
People  are  never  thoroughly  provok'd  to  An- 
ger, where  there  is  any  Danger,  and  drinking 
ever  makes  'em  bolder,  but  feldom  fo  refolute 
as  to  attack  any,  unlefs  they  be  Women  or 
Children,  or  fuch  who  they  know  dare  not 
refill.  This  Conftitution  is  often  influenced 
by  Health  and  Sicknefs,  and  im^air'd  by 
great  loffes  of  Blood ;  fometimes  it  is  cor- 
rected by  Diet;  and  it  is  this  which  the 
Puke  de  la  Rochefocault  means  when  he 
lays ;  Vanity Shame,  and  above  all  Confti- 

tution, 


l$6  Remark  (/?.) 

tution,  make  up  very  often  the  Courage  of 
Men  and  Virtue  of  Women. 

There  is  nothing  that  more  improves  the 
ufeful  Martial  Courage  I  treat  of,  and  at  the 
fame  time  fliews  it  to  be  artificial,  than 
Praftice;  for  when  Men  are  difciplin'd, 
come  to  be  acquainted  with  all  the  Tools 
of  Death  and  Engines  of  Deftru&ion,  when 
the  Shouts,  the  Outcries,  the  Fire  and  Smoak, 
the  Groans  of  Wounded,  and  ghaflly  Looks 
of  dying  Men,  with  all  the  various  Scenes 
of  mangled  CarcalTes  and  bloody  Limbs  tore* 
off,  begin  to  be  familiar  to  them,  their  Fears 
abate  apace ;  not  that  they  are  now  lefs  afraid 
to  die  than  before,  but  oeing  ufed  fo  often 
to  fee  the  fame  Dangers,  they  apprehend  the 
reality  of  them  lefs  than  they  did :  As  they 
are  defer vedly  valued  for  every  Siege  they 
are  at,  and  every  Battle  they  are  in,  it  is  im- 
poflible  but  the  feveral  Aftions  they  ftiare  in 
muft  continually  become  as  many  folid  Steps 
by  which  their  Pride  mounts  up,  and  thus 
their  Fear  of  Shame,  which,  as  I  faid  before, 
will  always  be  proportion'd  to  their  Pride, 
encreafing  as  the  apprehenfion  of  the  Dan- 
ger decreafes,  it  is  no  wonder  that  moft  of 
them  learn  to  difcover  little  or  no  Fear: 
and  fome  great  Generals  are  able  to  preferve 
a  Prefence  of  Mind,  and  counterfeit  a  calm 
Serenity  within  the  midft  of  all  the  Noife, 
Horror  and  Confulion  that  attend  a  Battle. 

3 
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So  filly  a  Creature  is  Man,  as  that,  intoxi- 
cated with  the  Fumes  of  Vanity,  he  can  feait 
on  the  Thoughts  of  the  Praifes  that  fhall  be 
paid  his  Memory  in  future  Ages  with  fo  much 
extafy,  as  to  negleft  his  prefent  Life,  nay, 
court  and  covet  Death,  ir  he  but  imagines 
that  it  will  add  to  the  Glory  he  had  acquir'd 
before.  There  is  no  pitch  of  Self-denial  that 
a  Man  of  Pride  and  Conftitution  cannot 
reach,  nor  any  Paffion  fo  violent  but  hell  fa- 
crifice  it  to  another  which  is  fuperior  to  it ; 
*nd  here  I  cannot  but  admire  at  the  Simplicity 
of  fome  good  Men,  who  when  they  hear  of 
the  Joy  and  Alacrity  with  which  holy  Men  in 
Persecutions  have  fuffer'd  for  their  Faith,  ima- 
gine that  fuch  Conllancy  muft  exceed  all  hu- 
man Force,  unlefs  it  was  fupported  by  fome 
miraculous  Afliftance  from  Heaven.  As  moft 
People  are  unwilling  to  acknowledge  all  the 
Frailties  of  their  Species,  fo  they  are  unac- 
quainted with  the  Strength  of  our  Nature,  and 
Know  not  that  fome  Men  of  firm  Conftitution 
may  work  themfelves  up  into  Enthufiafm  by  no 
other  help  than  the  Violence  of  their  Paffions; 
yet  it  is  certain,  that  there  have  been  Men 
who  only  aflifted  with  Pride  and  Conftitution 
to  maintain  the  worft  of  Caufes,  have  under-, 
gone  Death  and  Torments  with  as  much 
Chearfulnefs  as  the  beft  of  Men,  animated 
with  Piety  and  Devotion,  ever  did  for  the 
true  Religion. 
• 
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To  prove  this  Aflertion,  I  couto  produce 
many  Inftftnces ;  but  one  or  two  will  be  fuffi- 
cient.  Jordanus  Bruno  of  Nola,  who  wrote 
that  fitly  piece  of  Blafphemy  caU'd  Sf  accid 
delta  Beftia  triumfante,  and  the  infamous  Va~ 
nini  were  both  executed  for  openly  profeffing 
and  teaching  of  Atheifm :  The  latter  might 
have  been  pardon'd  the  Moment  before  the 
Execution,  if  he  would  have  retfa&ed  his 
Doftrrne  ;  but  rather  than  recant,  he  chofe  to 
be  burnt  to  Afhes.  As  he  went  to  the  Stake* 
he  was  fo  far  from  fliewing  any  Concern,  thaf 
he  held  his  Hand  out  to  a  Phyfician  whoto  he 
happen 'd  to  know,  defiring  him  to  judge  of 
the  Calmnefs  of  his  Mind  by  the  Regularity 
of  his  Pulfe,  and  from  thence  taking  an  op- 
portunity of  making  an  impious  Gomparifon, 
uttered  a  Sentence  too  execrable  to  be  men- 
tioned. To  thefe  we  may  join  one  Mahomet 
Efendij  who,  as  Sir  Taul  Ricaut  tells  us,  was 
put  to  Death  at  Conftantinople,  for  having  ad-  ! 
vanc'd  fome  Notions  againft  the  ExHlence  of 
a  God.  He  likewife  migTit  have  fav'd  his  Life 
by  confeffing  his  Error,  and  renouncing  It  for 
the  future ;  but  chofe  rather  to  perfift  in  his 
Blafphemies,  faying,  TM  he  had  no  Reward  to 
exj>e&,  the  Love  of  Truth  conftrain'd  him  td 
Jujfer  Martyrdom  in  its  defence. 

I  have  made  this  Digreuioh  chiefly  to  fliew 
the  Strength  of  human  Nature,  and  what  meer 
Man  may  perform  by  Pride  and-Conftitution 
alone.  Man  may  certainly  be  as  violently  j 
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rous'd  by  his  Vanity,  as  a  Lion  is  by  his  Aneer  5 
and  not  only  this,  Avarice,  Revenge,  Ambiti- 
on, and  almoft  every  Paflion,  Pity  not  except- 
ed, when  they  are  extraordinary,  may  by  over- 
coming Fear,  ferve  him  inftead  of  Valour,  and 
be  miltaken  for  it  even  by  himfelf ;  as  daily 
Experience  muft  teach  every  body  that  will 
examine  and  look  into  the  Motives  from  which 
feme  Men  aft.  But  that  we  may  more  clearly 
perceive  what  this  pretended  Principle  is  really 
built  upon,  let  us  look  into  the  Management 
of  Military  Affairs,  and  we  fliall  find  that  Pride 
is  no  where  fo  openly  encouraged  as  there.  As 
for  Cloaths,  the  very  loweft  of  the  Commiffiofl 
Officers  have  them  richer,  or  at  leatt  more  gay 
and  folendid,  than  are  generally  wore  by 
other  People  of  four  or  five  times  tneir  Income. 
Moft  of  them,  and  efpecially  thofe  that  have 
Families,  and  can  hardly  fubfift,  would  be 
very  elad,  all  Europe  over,  to  be  lefs  Expen- 
five  that  way ;  but  it  is  a  Force  put  upon  them 
to  uphold  their  Pride,  which  they  don't  think 
on.  . 

But  the  ways  and  means  to  roufe  Man's  Pride, 
and  catch  him  by  it,  are  no  where  more  grofly 
confpicuous  than  in  the  Treatment  which  the 
Common  Soldiers  receive,  whofe  Vanity  is  to 
be  work'd  upon  (becaufe  there  mutt  be  jo  ma- 
ny) at  the  cheapett  rate  imaginable.  Things  we 
are  accuftom'd  to  we  don't  mind,  or  elfe  what 
Mortal  that  never  had  feen  a  Soldier  could  look 
without  laughing  upon  a  Man  accoutred  with 
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fo  much  paltry  Gaudinefs  and  aflfetted  Fi- 
nery? The  courfett  Manufadure  that  can  be 
made  of  Wooll,  dy'd  of  a  Brick-dull  Co- 
lour, goes  down  with  him,  becaufe  ir  is  in 
Imitation  of  Scarlet  or  Crimfon  Cloth ;  and  to 
make  him  think  himfelf  as  like  his  Oilicer  as 
'tis  poflible  with  little  or  no  Coft,  inftcad  of 
Silver  or  Gold  Lace,  his  Hat  is  trim'd  with 
white  or  yellow  Worfted,  which  in  others 
would  delerve  Bedlam  ;  yet  thefe  fine  Allure- 
ments, and  the  Noife  made  upon  a  Calf  's  Skin, 
have  drawn  in  and  been  the  Deftru&ion  of 
more  Men  in  reality,  than  all  the  killing  Eyes 
and  bewitching  Voices  of  Women  ever  flew 
in  Jeft.   To  Day  the  Swineherd  puts  on  his 
Red  Coat,  and  believes  every  Body  in  earnefl: 
that  calls  him  Gentleman,  and  two  Days  after 
Serjeant  Kite  gives  him  a  Twinging  wrap  with 
his  Cane,  for  holding  his  Musket  an  Inch  higher 
than  he  fliould  do.    As  to  the  real  Dignity  of 
the  Employment,  in  the  two  laft  Wars,  Of- 
ficers, when  Recruits  were  wanted,  were  aU- 
low'd  to  lift  Fellows  convifted  of  Burglary 
and  other  Capital  Crimes,   which  fhews, 
that  to  be  made  a  Soldier  is  deem'd  to  be  1 
a  Preferment  next  to  hanging.   A  Trooper  j 
is  yet  worfe  than  a  Foot  Soldier ;  for  when  | 
he  is  moft  at  Eafe,  he  has  the  Mortification  I 
of  being  Groom  to  a  Hbrfe  that  fpends 
more  Money  than  himfelf.    When  a  Man  j 
reflefts  on  all  this,  the  Ufage  they  generally 
receive  from  their  Officers,  their  Pay,  and 
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the  Care  that  is  taken  of  them,  when  they  are 
hot  wanted,  mult  he  not  wonder  how  W  retches 
can  be  fo  filly  as  to  be  proud  of  being  call'd 
Gentlemen  Soldiers  ?  Yet  if  there  were  not* 
tio  Art,  Difcipline  or  Money  would  be  capa- 
ble of  making  them  fo  Brave  as  Thoufands 
of  them  are. 

If  we  will  mind  what  Effefts  Man's  Bra- 
very, without  any  other  Qualifications  to 
fweeten  him,  would  have  out  of  an  Army, 
we  fhall  find  that  it  would  be  very  pernici- 
ous to  the  Civil  Society  ;  for  if  Mail  could 
conquer  all  his  Fears,  you  would  hear  of  no- 
thing but  Rapes,  Murthers  and  Violences  of 
all  forts,  and  Valiant  Men  would  be  like Gy- 
ants  in  Romances :  Politicks  therefore  disco- 
vered in  Men  a  mixt-mettle  Principle,  which 
;was  a  Compound  of  Juftice,  Horielty  and  all 
the  Moral  Virtues  joyn'd  to  Courage,  and 
all  that  were  poffefs'd  of  it  turned  Knights- 
Errant  of  -courfe.   They  did  abundance  of 
Good  throughout  the  World,  by  taming 
Monfters,  delivering  the  DiltrdVd,  and  kil- 
ling the  Oppreffbrs :  But  the  Wings  of  all 
the  Dragons  being  clipt,  the  Gyants  deflroy- 
ed,  and  the  Damfels  every  where fet  at  liber- 
ty, except  fome  few  in  Spain  and  Italy,  who 
remain'd  ftill  Captivated  by  their  Monfters, 
the  Order  of  Chivalry,  to  whom  the  Standard 
of  Ancient  Honour  belonged,  has  been  laid 
afide  fome  time.  It  was  like  their  Armours:, 
tery  maffy  and  heavy ;  the  many  Virtues  about 

R  it 


Digitized 


24x  Remark  (R.) 

it  made  it  very  troublefome,  and  as  Ages  grow 
wifer  and  witer,  the  Principle  of  Honour  in 
the  beginning  of  the  laft  Century  was  melted 
over  again,  and  brought  to  a  new  Standard  \ 
they  put  in  the  fame  weight  of  Courage,  half 
the  quantity  of  Honefty,  and  a  very  little  Jur 
ftice,  but  not  a  Scrap  of  any  other  Virtue, 
which  has  made  it  very  eafie  and  portable  to 
what  it  was.   However,  fuch  as  it  is,  there 
would  be  no  living  without  it  in  a  large  Na- 
tion; it  is  the  tye  of  Society,  and  though 
we  are  beholden  to  our  Frailties  for  th^  chief 
Ingredient  of  it,  there  is  no  Virtue,  at  leaft 
that  I  am  acquainted  with,  that  has  been  half 
fo  inftrumental  to  the  civilizing  of  Man- 
kind, who  in  great  Societies  would  foon 
degenerate  into  cruel  Villains  and  treache- 
rous Slaves,  were  Honour  to  be  removed 
from  among  them. 

As  to  the  Duelling  Part  which  belongs  to  it, 
I  pity  the  Unfortunate  whofe  Lot  it  is  ;  but 
to  fay,  that  thofe  who  are  guilty  of  it  go  by 
falfe  Rules,  or  miftake  the  Notions  of  Honour, 
is  ridiculous ;  for  either  there  is  no  Honour  at 
all,  or  it  teaches  Men  to  refent  Injuries,  and 
accept  of  Challenges.  You  may  as  well  deny 
that  it  is  the  fafliion  what  you  fee  every  body 
wear,  as  to  fay  that  demanding  and  giving 
Satisfaftion  is  againft  the  Laws  of  true  Ho- 
nour. Thofe  that  rail  at  Duelling,  don't  confi- 
der  the  Benefit  the  Society  receives  from  that 
Fafliion :  If  every  ill-bred  Fellow  might  ufe 
<  what 
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what  Language  he  pleas'd,  without  being  cal- 
led to  an  Account  for  it,  all  Conversation 
would  be  fpoil'd.  Some  grave  People  tell  us, 
that  the  Greeks  and  Romans  were  fuch  vali- 
ant Men,  and  yet  knew  nothing  of  Duelling 
but  in  their  Country's  Quarrel :  This  is  very 
true,  but  for  that  reafon  the  Kings  and  Prin- 
ces in  Homer  gave  one  another  worfe  Lan- 
guage than  our  Porters  and  Hackney  Coach- 
men would  be  able  to  bear  without  Refent- 
ment. 

Would  you  hinder  Duelling,  pardon  no  bo- 
dy that  offends  that  way,  and  make  the  Laws 
againft  it  as  fevere  as  you  can,  but  don't  take 
away  the  thing  itfelf,  the  Cuflom  of  it.  This 
will  not  only  prevent  the  Frequency  of  it, 
but  Iil*wife  by  rendring  the  molt  refolute  and 
moft  powerful  cautious  and  circumfpeft  in  their 
Behaviour,  polilh  and  brighten  Society  in  ge- 
neral.  Nothing  civilizes  a  Man  equally  as  his 
Fear,  and  if  not  all,  (as  my  Lord  Rochejier 
faid)  at  leaft  moft  Men  would  be  Cowards 
if  they  durft :  The  dread  of  being  called  to 
an  Account  keeps  abundance  in  awe,  and 
there  are  thoufands  of  mannerly  and  well  ac- 
complifh'd  Gentlemen  in  Europe  ,v?Xio  Would 
have  been  infolent  and  infupportable  Coxcombs 
without  it ;  befides  if  it  was  out  of  Fafliion  to 
ask  Satisfaftion  for  Injuries  which  the  Law 
cannot  take  hold  of,  there  would  be  twenty 
times  theMtfchief  done  there  is  now,  or  elfe  you 
mult  have  twenty  times  the  Conllables  and 
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other  Officers'  to  keep  the  Peace.  ^  I  confefs 
that  though  it  happens  but  feldom,  it  is  a  Ca- 
lamity to  the  People,  and  generally  the  Fami- 
lies it  falls  upon; out  there  can  be  no  perfeft 
Happinefs  in  this  World,  and  all  Felicity  has 
an  Allay,   The.. Aft  itfelf  is  uncharitable,  but 

•  when  above  thirty  in  a  Nation  deilroy  them- 
felvcs  in  one  Year,  and  not  half  that  number 
are  killed  by  others,  I  don't  think  the  People 
can  be  faid  to  love  their  Neighbours  worfe 
than  thcmfelves.  It  is  ftrange  that  a  Nation 
lliould  grudge  to  fee  perhaps  half  a  dozen  Men 
facrifis'd  in  a  Twelvemonth  to  obtain  fo  va- 
luable a  Blefling,  as  the  Politenefs  of  Man- 
ners,, the  Pleafure  of  Converfation,  and  the 

.  happinefs  of  Company  in  general,  that  is  of- 
ten fo  willing  to  expofe,  and  fometime*  lofes 
as  many  thoufands  in  a  few  Hours,  without 
knowing  whether  it  will  do  any  good  or 
not. 

I  would  have  no  body  that  reflefts  on  the 
mean  Original  of  Honour  complain  of  being 
gull'd  and  made  a  Property  by  cunning  Politi- 
cians, butdefire  every  bodytobefatisfied,that 
the  Governors  of  Societies  and  thofe  in  high 
Stations  are  greater  Bubbles  to  Pride  than  any 
of  the  relt.  If  fome  great  Men  had  not  a 
fuperlative  Pride,  and  every  body  underftood 
the  Enjoyment  of  Life,  who  would  be  a  Lord 
Chancellor  of  England,  a  Prime  Minifter  of 
State  in  France,  or  what  giveS  more  Fatigue, 
and  not  a  fixth  part  of  the  Profit  of  either,  a 
...  Grand 
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Grand  Penfionary  of  Holland '?The  recipi'ocal 
Services  which  all  Men  pay  to  one  another, 
are  the  Foundation  of  the  Society.  The  great 
ones  are  not  flatter'd  with  their  high  Birth  for  \ 
nothing:  'tis  to  roufe  their  Pride,  and  excite 
them  to  glorious  Aftions,  that  we  extol  their 
Race,  whether  it  deferves  it  or  not ;  and  lonje 
Men  have  been  complimented  with  theGreat- 
nefs  of  their  Family,  and  the  Merit  of  their 
Anceftors,  when  in  the  whole  Generation 
you  could  not  find  two  but  what  were  uxo- ' 
rious  Fools,  filly  Bigots,  noted  Poltroons,  or 
debauched  W  horemafters.    The  eltabliflied 
Pride  that  is  infeparable  from  thofe  that  are 
poflefled  of  Titles  already,  makes  them  often 
ftrive  as  much  not  to  feem  unworthy  of  them, 
as  the  working  Ambition  of  others  that  are 
yet  without,  renders  them  indultrious  and 
indefatigable  to  deferve  them.  When  a  Gen- 
tleman is  made  a  Baron  or  an  Earl,  it  is 
as  great  a  Check  upon  him  in  many  re- 
fpeas,  as  a  Gown  and  Caflbck  are'  to  a 
young  Student  •  that  has  been  newly  taken 
into  Orders. 

The  only  thing  of  weight  that  can  be  faid 
againft  modern  Honour  is,  that  it  is  direftly" 
oppofite  to  Religion.  The  one  bids  you  bear 
Injuries  with  Patience,  the  other  tells  you  if 
you  don't  refent  them,  you  are  not  fit  to  live. 
Religion  commands  you  to  leave  all  Revenge 
to  God,  Honour  bids  you  trull  your  Revenge 
to  no  body  but  your  felf,  even  where  the  Law 
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wou'd  do  it  for  you :  Religion  plainly  forbids 
Murther,  Honour  openly  juftifies  it :  Religion 
bids  you  not  lhed  Blood  upon  any  account 
whatever :  Honour  bids  you  fight  for  the  leaft 
Trifle :  Religion  is  built  on  Humility,  and 
Honour  upon  Pride :  How  to  reconcile  them 
muft  be  left  to  wifer  Heads  than  mine. 

The  Reafon  why  there  are  fo  few  Men 
of  real  Virtue,  and  fo  many  of  real  Honour, 
is,  becaufe  all  the  Recompence  a  Man  has 
of  a  virtuous  Aftion,  is  the  Pleafure  of  do- 
ing it,  which  moft  People  reckon  but  poor 
Pay;  but  the  Self-denial  a  Man  of  Honour 
fubmits  to  in  one  Appetite,  is  immediately 
rewarded  by  the  Satisfaction  he  receives  from 
another,  and  what  he  abates  of  his  Avarice, 
or  any  other  Paffion,  is  doubly  repaid  to 
his  Pride :  Befides,  Honour  gives  large  Grains 
of  Allowance,  and  Virtue  none.  A  Man  of 
Honour  muft  not  cheat  or  tell  a  Lye;  he 
muft  pun&ually  repay  what  he  borrows  at 
Play,  though  the  Creditor  has  nothing  to 
fliew  for  it ;  but  he  may  drink,  and  fwear, 
and  owe  Money  to  all  the  Tradefmen  in 
Town,  without  taking  Notice  of  their  dun- 
ning. A  Man  of  Honour  muft  be  true  to  his 
Prince  and  Country,  whilft  he  is  in  their  Ser- 
vice ;  but  if  he  thinks  himfelf  not  well  ufed, 
he  may  quit  it,  and  do  them  all  the  Mifchief 
he  can.  A  Man  of  Honour  muft  never  change 
his  Religion  for  Intereft,  but  he  may  be  as 
Debauch'd  as  he  pleafes,  and  never  pra&ife  a- 
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ny.  He  rnuft  make  no  ~  Attempts  upori  his 
Friend's  Wife,  Daughter,  Sifter,  or  any  body 
that  is  trufted  to  his  Care,  but  he  may  lye 
with  all  the  World  befides. 


(S)  No  Limner  for  his  Art  is  fam'd, 

Stone-cutters,  Carvers  are  not  nantd: 


Tage  19.    Line  ut 
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T  is,  without  doubt,  that  among  the  Con- 
fequences  of  a  national  Honefty  and  Fru- 
ality,  it  would  be  oiie  not  to  build  any  new 
loufes,  or  ufe  new  Materials,  as  long  as  there 
were  old  ones  enough  to  ferve :  By  this  three 
parts  in  four  of  Mafons,  Carpenters,  Brick- 
layers, &c.  would  want  Employment ;  and 
the  building  Trade  being  once  deftroyed, 
what  would  become  of  Limning,  Carving, 
and  other  Arts  that  are  miniftring  to  Luxu- 
ry, and  have  been  carefully  forbid  by  thofe 
Lawgivers  that  preferred  a  good  and  honeft, 
to  a  great  and  wealthy  Society,  and  endea- 
voured to  render  their  Subje&s  rather  Virtu^ 
Otis  than  Rich.  By  a  Law  of  Lycurgus,  it  was 
enafted,  That  the  Ceilings  of  the  Spartan 
Houfes  fhould  only  be  wrought  by  the  Ax, 
and  their  Gates  and  Doors  only  fmoothed  by 
the  Saw;  and  this,  fays  Tint-arch*  was  not 
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without  Myftery ;  for  if  Epaminondas  could 
fay  with  fo  good  a  Grace,  inviting  fome  of 
his  Friends  to  his  Table ;  Come,  Gentlemen, 
be  fecure,  Treafon  would  never  come  to  fuch 
a  poor  'Dinner  as  this ;  W  hy  might  not  this 
great  Lawgiver,  in  all  probability,  have 
thought,  that  fuch  ill-favoured  Houfes  would 
never  be  capable  of  receiving  Luxury  and 
Superfluity? 

It  is  reported,  as  the  fame  Author  tells  us, 
that  King  Leotichidas,  the  firft  of  that  Name, 
was  fo  little  ufed  to  the  fight  of  carv'd  Work, 
that  being  entertained  at  Corinth  in  a  (lately 
Room,  he  was  much  furprized  to  fee  the 
Timber  and  Ceiling  fo  finely  wrought,  and 
asked  his  Hoft  whether  the  Trees  grew  fo  in 
his  Country. 

The  fame  want  of  Employment  would 
reach  innumerable  Callings,  and  among  thq 
reft,  that  of  the 

Weavers  that  johid  rich  Silk  with  Tlate, 
I  And  all  the  Trades  fubordinate, 

(as  the  Fable  has  it)  would  be  one  of  the  firft 
that  fhould  have  reafon  to  complain :  for  the 
Price  of  Land  and  Houfes  being,  by  the  remo- 
val of  the  vaft  numbers  that  had  left  the  Hive, 
funk  very  low  on  the  one  fide,  and  every  body 
abhorring  all  other  ways  of  Gain,  but  iuch  as 
Were  ftriftly  honeft  on  the  other,  it  is  not 
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probable  that  many  without  Pride  or  Prodiga- 
lity fliould  be  able  to  wear  Cloth  of  Gold  and 
Silver,  or  rich  Brocades.  The  Confequence 
of  which  would  be,  that  not  only  the  Wea- 
ver,but  likewife  the  Silver-fpinner,  the  Flat- 
tery  the  Wire-drawer ',  the  Bar-man,  and  the 
Refiner,  would  in  a  little  time  be  affefted 
with  this  Frugality. 


(TJ  :  To  live  great,  .  - 

Had  made  her  Husband  rob  the  State* 

Tage  20.    Line  6. 

1 

W^Hat  our  common  Rogues  when  they 
are  going  to  be  hanged  chiefly  com- 
plain of,  as  the  Caufe  of  their  untimely  End, 
is,  next  to  the  Negleft  of  the  Sabbath,  their 
having  kept  Company  with  ill  Women, 
meaning  Whores;  and  I  don't  queftion, 
but  that  among  the  lefler  Villians  many 
venture  their  Necks  to  indulge  and  fatisfy 
their  low  Amours.  But  the  Words  that 
have  given  Occafion  to  this  Remark,  may 
ferve  to  hint  to  us,  that  among  the  great 
ones  Men  are  often  put  upon  luch  dange- 
rous Projefts,  and  forced  into  fuch  perni- 
cious Meafures  by  their  Wives,  as  the  molt 
fubtle  Miftrefs  never  could  have  perfuaded 
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them  to.  I  have  fliewn  already  that  the  wotft 
of  Women  and  moft  profligate  of  the  Sex 
did  contribute  to  the  Confumptiori  of  Super- 
fluities, as  well  as  the  Neceflaries  of  Life,  and 
consequently  were  Beneficial  to  many  peacea- 
ble Drudges,  that  work  hard  to  maintain  their 
Families,  and  have  no  worfe  defign  than  an  ho- 
nelt  Livelihood.  —  Let  them  be  banilhed 
notwithftanding,  fays  a  good  Man;  When 
every  Strumpet  is  gone  and  the  Land  whol- 
ly freed  from  Lewdnefs,  God  Almighty  will 
pour  fuch  Bleffings  upon  it  as  will  valuy  ex- 
ceed the  Profits  that  are  now  got  by  Har- 
lots.  This  perhaps  would  be  true ;  but  I 

can  make  it  evident,  that  with  or  without 
Proftitutes,  nothing  could  make  amends 
for  the  detriment  Trade  would  fuftain,  if 
all  thofe  of  that  Sex,  who  enj  oy  the  happy 
State  of  Matrimony,  fhould  aft  and  behave 
themfelves  as  a  fober  wife  Man  coiitdwifli 
them. 

The  variety  of  Work  that  is  perform'd,  and 
the  number  of  Hands  employ  cl  to  gratify  the 
Ficklenefs  and  Luxury  of  Women  is  prodigi- 
ous, and  if  only  the  married  ones  fliould  hear- 
ken to  Reafon  and  juft  Remonftrances,  think 
themfelves  fufticiently  anfwer'd  with  the  fir$ 
refufal,and  never  ask  a  fecond  time,  what  had 
been  once  denied  them:  If,  I  fay,  Married 
Women  would  do  this,  and  then  lay  out  no 
Money  but  what  their  Husbands  knew  and 
freely  allowed  of,  the  Confumption  of  a  thou- 
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fand  things,  they  now  make  ufe  of,  would  be 
leflened  by  at  leaft  a  fourth  part.  Let  us  go 
from  Houfe  to  Houfe  and  obferve  the  way 
of  the  World  only  among  the  midling 
People,  Creditable  Shopkeepers,  that  fpend 
Two  or  Three  Hundred  a  Year,  and  we 
lhall  find  the  Women,  when  they  have  half 
a  fcore  Suits  of  Cloaths,  Two  or  Three  of 
them  not  the  worfe  for  wearing,  will  think 
it  a  fufficient  Plea  for  new  Ones,  if  they  can 
fay  that  they  have  never  a  Gown  or  Petti- 
coat, but  what  they  have  been  often  feen  in, 
and  are  known  by,  efpecially  at  Church  ;  I 
don't  fpeak  now  of  profufe  extravagant  Wo- 
men, but  fuch  as  are  counted  Prudent  and 
Moderate  in  their  Delires. 

If  by  this  Pattern  we  Ihould  in  proportion 
judge  of  the  higheft  Ranks,  where  the  richeft 
Cloaths  are  but  a  trifle  to  their  other  Ex- 
igences, and  not  forget  the  Furniture  of  all 
forts,  Equipages,  Jewels  and  Buildings  of 
Perfons  of  Quality,  we  would  find  the  fourth 
part  I  fpeak  of  a  vaft  Article  in  Trade, 
and  that  the  Lofs  of  it  would  ( be  a  greater 
Calamity  to  fuch  a  Nation  as  ours,  than  it  is 
poffible  to  conceive  any  other,  a  raging  Pefti- 
lence  not  excepted :  for  the  Death  of  half  a 
Million  of  People  could  not  caufe  a  tenth 
part  of  the  Difturbance  to  the  Kingdom, 
that  the  fame  Number  of  Poor  unemploy'd 
would  certainly  create,  if  at  once  they  were  to 
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be  added  to  thofe,  that  already  one  way  or 
other  are  a  Burthen  to  the  Society. 

Some  few  Men  have  a  real  Pafiion  for  their 
Wives,  and  are  fond  of  them  without  referve; 
others  that  don't  care,  and  have  little  Occafion 
for  Women,  are  yet  feemingly  uxorious,  and 
love  out  of  Vanity;  they  take  delight  in  a 
handfome  Wife,  as  a  Coxcomb  does  in  a  fine 
Horfe,  not  for  the  ufe  he  makes  of  it,  but  be- 
caufe  it  is  His :  The  Pleafure  lies  in  the  confci- 
oufnefs  of  an  uncontroulable  Pofleffion,  and 
what  follows  from  it,  the  Refleftion  on  the 
mighty  Thoughts  he  imagines  others  to  have  of 
his  Happinefs.  The  Men  of  either  fort  may 
be  very  lavifli  to  their  Wives,  and  often  pre- 
venting their  Wiflies  croud  New  Cloaths  and 
other  Finery  upon  them  fafter  than  they  can 
ask  it,  but  the  greateft  part  are  wifer  than  to 
indulge  the  Extravagancies  of  their  Wives  fo 
far,  as  to  give  them  immediately  every  thing 
they  are  pleas'd  to  fancy.  « 

It  is  incredible  what  vaft  quantity  of  Trin- 
kets as  well  as  Apparel  are  purchas'a  and  ufed 
by  W  omen,  which  they  could  never  have  come 
at  by  any  other  means,  than  pinching  their 
Families,  Marketting,  and  other  ways  of  cheat- 
ing and  pilfring  from  their  Husbands :  Others 
by  ever  teazing  their  Spoufes,  tire  them  into 
Compliance,  and  conquer  even  obftinate  Churls 
by  perfeverance  and  their  affiduity  of  asking : 
A  Third  fort  are  outragious  at  a  denial,  and 
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by  downright  Noife  and  Scolding  bully  their 
tame  Fools  out  of  any  thing  they  have  a  mind 
to ;  whilftThoufands  by  the  force  of  Wheed- 
ling know  how  to  overcome  the  beft  weigh 'd 
Reafons  and  the  moft  pofitive  reiterated  Refu- 
fals ;  the  Young  and  Beautiful  efpecially  laugh 
at  all  Remonftrances  and  Denials,  and  few  of 
them  fcruple  to  Employ  the  molt  tender  Mi- 
nutes of  Wedlock  to  promote  a  fordid  Intereft. 
Here  had  I  time  I  could  inveigh  with  warmth 
againfl:  thofeBafe,  thofe  Wicked  Women,  who 
calmly  play  their  Arts  and  falfe  deluding 
Charms  againfl  our  Strength  and  Prudence, 
and  aft  the  Harlots  with  their  Husbands!  Nay, 
flie  is  worfe  than  Whore,  who  impiouflj  pro- 
phanes  and  proititutes  the  Sacred  Rites  of  Love 
to  Vile  Ignoble  Ends;  that  firft  excites  to 
Paffion  and  invites  to  Joys  with  feeming  Ar- 
dour, then  racks  our  Fondnefs  for  no  other 
purpofe  than  to  extort  a  Gift,  whilft  full 
of  Guile  in  Counterfeited  Tranfports  fhe 
watches  for  the  Moment  when  Men  can 
lead  deny. 

I  beg  pardon  for  this  (tart  out  of  my  way, 
and  defire  the  experienced  Reader  duly  to 
weigh  what  has  been  faid  as  to  the  main  Fur- 
pofe,  and  after  that  call  to  mind  the  temporal 
Bleffings,  which  Men  daily  hear  not  only  toaft- 
ed  and  wifh'd  for,  when  People  are  merry  and 
doing  of  nothing;  but  likewife  gravely  and 
folemnly  pray'd  for  in  Churches,  and  other  re- 
ligious Aflemblies,  by  Clergymen  of  all  Sorts 
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and  Sizes :  And  as  foon  as  he  fhall  have  laid 
thefe  Things  together,  and,  from  what  he  has 
obferv'd  in  the  common  Affairs  of  Life,  rea- 
fon'd  upon  them  confequentially  without  Pre- 
judice, 1  dare  flatter  my  felf,  that  he  will  be 
oblig'd  to  own,  that  a  confiderable  Portion, 
of  what  the  Profperity  of  London  and  Trade 
in  general,  and  consequently  the  Honour, 
Strength,  Safety,  and  all  the  worldly  Inte- 
reil  of  the  Nation  confill  in,  depends  entire- 
ly on   the  Deceit  and  vile  Stratagems  of 
Women  ;    and   that   Humility,  Content, 
Meeknefs,  Obedience   to  reasonable  Huf- 
bands,  Frugality,  and  all  the  Virtues  together, 
if  they  were  poflefs'd  of  them  in  the  moft 
eminent  Degree,  could  not  poflibly  be  a 
thoufandth  Part  fo  ferviceable,  to  make  an 
opulent,  powerful,  and  what  we  call  a  flourifh- 
ing  Kingdom,  than  their  moft  hateful  Quali- 
ties. 

I  don't  queftion,  but  many  of  my  Readers 
will  be  {tarried  at  this  Aflertion,  when  they 
look  on  the  Confequences  that  may  be  drawn 
from  it ;  and  I  fhall  be  ask'd,  whether  People 
may  not  as  well  be  virtuous  in  a  populous,  rich, 
wide,  extended  Kingdom,  as  in  a  fmall,  indi- 
gent State  or  Principality,  that  is  poorly  in- 
habited? And  if  that  be  impoflible,  Whether 
it  is  not  the  Duty  of  all  Sovereigns  to  reduce 
their  Subjefts,  as  to  Wealth  and  Numbers,  as 
much  as  they  can  ?  If  I  allow  they  may,  I  own 
my  felf  in  the  wrong ;  and  if  I  affirm  the  other, 
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iny  Tenets  will  juftly  be  call'd  impious,  or 
at  leaft  dangerous  to  all  large  Societies.  As 
it  is  not  in  this  Place  of  the  Book  only,  but  a 
great  many  others,  thatfuch  Queries  might 
be  made  even  by  a  well-meaning  Reader,  I 
lhall  here  explain  my  felf,  and  endeavour  to 
folve  thofe  Difficulties,  which  feveral  Pafla- 
ges  might  have  rais'd  in  him,  in  order  to  de- 
monftrate  the  Confiftency  of  my  Opinion  to 
Reafon,  and  the  ftritteft  Morality. 

I  lay  down  as  a  firft  Principle,  that  in  all 
Societies,  great  or  fmall,  it  is  the  Duty  of 
every  Member  of  it  to  be  good,  that  Vir- 
tue ought  to  be  encouragf  d,  V ice  difcoun- 
tenanc'd,  the  Laws  obey'd,  and  the  Tranf- 
greflbrs  punifli'd.    After  this  I  affirm,  that 
if  we  confuk  Hiftory  both  Antient  and  Mo- 
dern, and  take  a  View  of  what  has  paft  in  the 
World,  we  fliall  find  that  Human  Nature 
fince  the  Kali  of  Adam  has  always  been  the 
fame,  and  that  the  Strength  and  Frailties  of 
it  have  ever  been  confpicuous  in  one  Part  of 
the  Globe  or  other,  without  any  Regard  to 
Ages,  Climates,  or  Religion.   I  never  faid, 
nor  imagin'd,  that  Man  eou'd  not  be  virtu- 
ous as  well  in  a  rich  and  mighty  Kingdom, 
as  in  the  moft  mtiful  Commonwealth ;  but  I 
own  it  is  my  Senfe  that  no  Society  can  be 
rais'd  into  fuch  a  rich  and  mighty  Kingdom, 
or  fb  rais'd,  fubfift  in  their  W  ealth  and  Pow- 
er for  any  confiderahle  Time,  without  the 
Vices  of  Man. 
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,  This  I  imagine  is  fufficientlyprov'd  through- 
out the  Book ;  and  as  Human  Nature  ftUl  con- 
tinues the  fame,  as  it  has  always  been  for  fo 
many  thoufand  Years,  we  have  no  great  Rea- 
fon  to  fufpeft  a  future  Change  in  it,  whilft 
the  World  endures.  Now  I  cannot  fee,  what 
Immorality  there  is  in  fliewing  a  Man  the 
Origin  and  Power  of  thofe  Paflions,  which 
fo  often,  even  unknowingly  to  himfelf,  hur- 
ry him  away  from  his  Realon ;  or  that  there 
is  any  Impiety  in  putting  him  upon  his  Guard 
againft  himfelf,  and  the  fecret  Stratagems  df 
belf-Love,  and  teaching  him  the  difference 
between  fuch  A&ions  as  proceed  from  a 
Vidory  over  the  -Paffions,  and  thofe  that  are 
only  the  refult  of  a  Conqueft  which  one 
.Paflion  obtains  over  another;  that  is,  be- 
tween real,  and  Counterfeited  Virtue.  It  is 
an  admirable  Saying  of  a  worthy  Divine,  That 
thoy  many  ^Difcoveries  have  been  made  in 
the  World  of  Self  Love ,  there  is  yet  abun- 
dance of  Terra  incognita  left  behind.  What 
hurt  do  I  do  to  Man  if  I  make  him  more 
known  to  himfelf  than  he  was  before  ?  But 
we  are  all  fo  defperately  in  Love  with  Flatte- 
ry, that  we  can  never  relifh  a  Truth  that  is 
mortifying,  and  I  don't  believe  that  the  Immor- 
tality of  the  Soul,  a  Truth  broach'd  long  before 
Chriflianity,  would  have  ever  found  fuch  a 
teral  reception  in  human  Capacities  as  it  has, 
tad  it  not  been  a  pleafing  one,  that  extolTd 
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and  was  a  Compliment  to  the  whole  Species, 
the  Meaneft  and  mod  Miferable  not  excepted. 

Every  one  loves  to  hear  the  Thing  well 
fooke  of,  that  he  has  a  lhare  in,  even  Bayliffs, 
Goal-keepers,  and  the  Hangman  himfelf  would 
have  you  think  well  of  their  Functions ;  nay 
Thieves  and  Houfe-breakers  have  a  greater 
Regard  to  thofe  of  their  Fraternity  than  they 
have  for  Honeft  People ;  and  I  fincerely  be- 
lieve, that  it  is  chiefly  Self-Love  that  has  gain'd 
this  little  Treatife  (as  it  was  before  the  laft 
Impreffion)  fo  many  Enemies ;  every  orie  looks 
upon  it  as  an  affront  done  to  himfelf,  becaufe 
it  detrafts  from  the  Dignity,  and  leifens  the 
fine  Notions  he  had  conceiv'd  of  Mankind, 
the  moft  Worlhipful  Company  he  belongs  to. 
W  hen  I  fay  that  Societies  cahnot  be  rais'd  to 
Wealth  and  Power,  and  the  top  of  Earthly 
Glory  without  Vices,  I  don't  think  that  by  fo 
faying  I  bid  Men  be  Vicious,  any  more  than  I 
bid  'em  be  Quarrelfome  or  Covetous,  when 
I  affirm  that  the  Profeffion  of  the  Law  could 
not  be  maintain'd  in  fuch  Numbers  and  Splen- 
dour, if  there  was  not  abundance  of  too  Sel- 
filh  and  Litigious  People. .  , 

But  as  nothing  would  more  clearly  demon- 
ftrate  the  falfity  of  my  Notions,  than  that  the 
generality  of  the  People  fhould  fall  in  with 
them,  fo  I  don't  expeft  the  Approbation  of  the 
Multitude.  I  write  not  to  many,  nor  feek  for  any 
Well-wifhers,but  among  the  few  that  can  think 
abftra&edly,  and  have  their  Minds  elevated 
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above  the  Vulgar.  If  I  have  (hewn  the  way  to 
worldly  Greatnefs,!  have  always  without  hef^ 
tation  preferr'd  the  Road  that  leads  to  Virtue, 
■  Would  you  banifli  Fraud  and  Luxury*  pre- 
vent P/ofanenefs  and  Irreligion,  and  make  the 
generality  of  the  People  Charitable,  Good  and 
Virtuous,  break  down  the  Printinc-Prefles, 
melt  the  Founds,  and  burn  all  the  Books  in 
the  Illand,  except  thofe  at  the  Univerfities, 
where  they  remain  unmolefted,  and  fuffer  no 
Volume  in  private  hands  but  a  Bible :  Knock 
down  Foreign  Trade,  prohibit  all  Commerce 
with  Strangers,  and  permit  no  Ships  to  go  to 
Sea,  that  ever  will  return,  beyond  Fiftier- 
Boats.  Reftore  to  the  Clergy,  the  Kingan  d 
the  Barons  their  Ancient  Privileges,  Prero- 
gatives and  PoflTeffions:  Build  New  Churches, 
and  convert  all  the  Coin  you  can  come  at 
into  Sacred  Utenfils :  Ere&  Monafteries  and 
Alms-houfes  in  abundance,  and  let  no  Parifli 
be  without  a  Charity-School.  Enaft  Sump- 
tuary Laws,  and  let  your  Youth  be  inured 
to  Hardftiif) :  Infpire  them  with  all  the  nice 
and  moft  refined  notions  of  Honour  and  Shame, 
of  Friendfhip  and  of  Heroifm,  and  introduce 
among  them  a  great  variety  of  imaginary  Re- 
wards: Then  let  the  Clergy  preach  Abfti- 
nence  and  Self-denial  to  others,  and  take  what 
Liberty  they  pleafe  for  themfelves ;  let  them 
bear  the  greateft  fway  in  the  management  of 
State  Affairs,  and  no  Man  be  made  Lord- 
Treafurer  but  a  Bifliop. 
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By  fuch  pious  Endeavours,  and  wholefome 
Regulations,  the  Scene  would  foon  be  alter'd ; 
the  greateft  part  of  the  Covetous,  the  Dif- 
contented,  the  Reftlefs  and  Ambitious  Vil- 
lains would  leave  the  Land,  vaft  Swarms  of 
Cheating  Knaves  would  abandon  the  City, 
and  be  difpers'd  throughout  the  Country: 
Artificers  would  learn  to  bold  the  Plough, 
Merchants  turn  Farmers,  and  the  finful  over- 
grown Jcrufalem^  without  Famine,  War, 
Peitilence,  or  Compulfion,  be  emptied  in  the 
mod  eafy  manner,  and  ever  after  ceafe  to  be 
dreadful  to  her  Sovereigns.  The  happy  re- 
fbrm'd  Kingdom  would  by  this  means  be 
crowded  in  no  part  of  it,  ana  everything  Ne- 
cdfary  for  the  Suftenance  of  Man  be  cheap 
and  abound:  On  the  contrary,  the  Root  of 
fo  many  Thoufand  Evils,  Money,  would  be 
very  fcarce,  and  as  little  wanted,  where  every 
Man  fhould  enjoy  the  Fruits  of  his  own  La- 
bour, and  our  own  dear  Manufa&ure  un- 
mix'd  be  promifcuoufly  wore  by  the  Lord 
and  the  Peafant.  It  is  impoflible,  that  fuch 
a  Change  of  Circumftances  (hould  not  in- 
fluence the  Manners  of  a  Nation,  and  render 
them  Temperate,  Honeft,  and  Sincere,  and 
from  the  next  Generation  we  might  reaso- 
nably expeft  a  more  healthy  and  robuft  Off- 
fpring  than  the  prefent;  an  harmlefs,  inno- 
cent and  well-meaning  People,  that  would 
never  difpute  the  Doftrine  of  Paffive  O- 
bedience,  nor  any  other  Orthodox  Principles, 
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but  be  fubmiffive  to  Superiors,  and  unani- 
mous in  Religious  Wormip. 
.  Here  I  fancy  my  felf  interrupted  by  an 
Epicure,  who  not  to  want  a  reftorative  Diet  in 
cafe  of  Neceffity,  is  never  without  live  Orte- 
lans,  and  I  am  told  that  Goodnefs  and  Probi- 
ty are  to  be  had  at  a  cheaper  rate  than  the 
Kuin  of  a  Nation,  and  the  Deltruftion  of  all 
the  comforts  of  Life ;  that  Liberty  and  Pro- 
perty may  be  maintain'd  without  W  ickednefs 
or  Fraud,  and  Men  be  good  Subjefts  without 
being  Slaves,  and  religious  tho'  they  refus'd 
to  be  Prielt-rid :  that  to  be  frugal  and  faving 
is  a  Duty  incumbent  only  on  thofe,  whofe 
Circumftanees  require  it,  but  that  a  Man  of 
a  good  Eftate  does  his  Country  a  Service  by 
living  up  to  the  Income  of  it :  that  as  to  him- 
felf,  he  is  fo  much  Matter  of  his  Appetites 
that  he  can  abftain  from  any  thing  upon  oc- 
cafion :  that  where  true  Hermitage  was  not  to 
be  had  he  could  content  himfelf  with  plain 
Bourdeaux,  if  it  had  a  good  Body ;  that  ma- 
ny a  Morning  inf  lead  of  St.  Lawrence  he  has 
made  a  ftiift  with  Fronteniac,  and  after  Din- 
ner given  Cyprus  Wine,  and  even  Madera^ 
when  he  has  had  a  large  Company,  and 
thought  it  Extravagant  to  treat  with  Tockay;  but 
that  all  voluntary  Mortifications  are  Superfti- 
tious,  only  belonging  to  blind  Zealots  and 
Enthufialts.  He'll  quote  my  Lord  Shaftsbury 
againll  me,  and  tell  me  that  People  may  be  Vir- 
tuous and  Sociable  without  Self-denial,  that 
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it  is  an  Affront  to  Virtue  to  make  it  inacceffi- 
ble,  that  I  make  a  Bugbear  of  it  to  frighten 
Men  from  it  as  a  thing  imprafticable ;  but  that 
for  his  part  he  can  praife  God,  and  at  the 
fame  time  enjoy  his  Creatures  with  a  good 
Confcience ;  neither  will  he  forget  any  thing 
to  his  Purpofe  of  what  I  have  faid  Page  1x7. 
He'll  ask  me  at  lalt,  whether  the  Legifla- 
ture,  the  Wifdom  of  the  Nation  itfelf, 
whilft  they  endeavour  as  much  as  is  pofli- 
ble  to  difcourage  Prophanefs  and  Immorali- 
ty, and  promote  the  Glory  of  God,  do  not 
openly  profefs  at  the  fame  time  to  have  no- 
thing more  at  Heart  than  the  Eafe  and  Wel- 
fare of  the  Subjeft,  the  Wealth,  Strength, 
Honour  and  what  elfe  is  call'd  the  true  Inte- 
reft  of  the  Country;  and  moreover,  whe- 
ther the  moft  Devout  and  moft  Learned 
of  pur  Prelates  in  their  greateft  Concern  for 
our  Converfion,  when  they  befeech  the  Deity 
to  turn  their  own  as  well  as  our  Hearts  from 
the  World  and  all  Carnal  Defires,  do  not  in 
the  fame  Prayer  as  loudly  follicit  him  to  pour 
all  Earthly  Bleffings  and  Temporal  Felicity 
on  the  Kingdom  they  belong  to. 

Thefe  are  the  Apologies,  the  Excufes  and 
common  Pleas,  not  only  of  thofe  who  are 
notorioufly  vicious,  but  the  generality  of  Man- 
kind, when  you  touch  the  Copy-hold  of  their 
Inclinations ;  and  trying  the  real  Value  they 
have  for  Spirituals,  would  aftually  ftrip 
them  of  what  their  Minds  are  wholly  bent 
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upon.  Afhamed  of  the  many  Frailties  they 
feel  within,  all  Men  endeavour  to  hide  them- 
felves,  their  Ugly  Nakednefs,  from  each  other, 
and  wrapping  up  the  true  Motives  of  their 
Hearts  in  the  Specious  Cloak  of  Sociable- 
nefs,  and  their  Concern  for  the  publick 
Good,  they  are  in  hopes  of  concealing  their 
filthy  Appetites  and  the  Deformity  of  their 
Defires  5  whilft  they  are  confcious  within  of 
the  fondnefs  for  their  darling  Lufls,  and 
their  Incapacity,  barefac'd,  to  tread  the  ar- 
duous, rugged  Path  of  Virtue. 

As  to  the  two  laft  Queftions,  I  own  they 
are  very  puzling:  To  what  the  Epicure  asks 
I  am  oblig'd  to  anfwer  in  the  Affirmative ;  and 
unlefs  I  would  (which  God  forbid!)  arraign 
the  Sincerity  of  Kings,  Bifliops  and  the  whole 
Legiflative  Power,  the  Objedion  ftands  good 
againft  me :  AU  I  can  fay  tor  my  felf  is,  that 
in  the  Connexion  of  the  Fads  there  is  a 
Myllery  paft  Human  Underftanding ;  and  to 
convince  the  Reader,  that  this  is  no  Eva- 
lion,  I  fliall  illuftrate  the  Incomprehenfibili- 
ty  of  it  in  the  following  Parable. 

In  old  Heathen  Times  there  was,  they  fay, 
a  v/himfical  Country,  where  the  People  talk'd 
much  of  Religion,  and  the  greatelt  part  as  to 
outward  Appearance  feem'd  really  Devout: 
The  chief  moral  Evil  among  them  wasThirft, 
and  to  quench  it  a  damnable  Sin ;  yet  they 
unanimoufly  agreed  that  every  one  was  born 
Thirfty  more  or  lefs :  Small  Beer  in  modera- 
tion 
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tion  was  allow'd  to  all,  and  he  was  counted  an 
Hypocrite,  aCynick,  or  a  Madman,  who  pre- 
tended that  one  could  live  altogether  without 
it;  yet  thofe,  who  owned  they  loved  it,  and 
drank  it  to  excefs,  were  counted  wicked.  All 
this  while  the  Beer  it  felf  wa9  reckon'd  a 
Blefflng  from  Heavdn,  and  there  y/z$  no  harni 
in  the  ufe  of  it;  all  the  Enormity  lay  In  the 
Abufe,  the  Motive  of  the  Heart,  that  fliadfe 
them  drink  it.  He  that  took  the  leaft  Drop 
of  it  to  quench  his  Thirft,  committed  a  hei- 
nous Crime,  whilft  others  drank  large  Quatv- 
tities  without  any  Guilt,  fo  they  did  it  indif- 
ferently, and  for  no  other  Reafon  than  to 
mend  their  Complexion. 

They  Brew'd  for  other  Countries  as  well 
as  their  own,  and  for  the  Small  Beer  they  Tent 
abroad,  they  receiv'd  large  Returns  of  Weft* 
phaly-Hams,  Neats-Tongues,  Hung-Beef,  and 
Bolonia-Saufages ;  Red-Herrings ,  Pickled^- 
Sturgeon,  Cavear,  Anchovis,  aiid  every  thing 
that  was  proper  to  make  their  Liquor  go  down 
with  Pleafure.  Thofe,  who  kept  great  ftores 
of  Small  Beer  by  them  without  making  ufe  of 
it,  were  generally  envied,  and  at  the  fame  time 
very  odious  to  the  Publick,  and  no  body  was 
eafy  that  had  not  enough  of  it  come  to  his  6wn 
Share.  The  greatell  Calamity  they  thought 
could  befall  them,  was  to  keep  theit  Hops  and 
Barley  upon  their  Hands,  and  the  more  they 
yearly  confumed  of  them,  the  ftiote  they  rec- 
kon^ the  Country  to  flouriftu 
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:  The  Government  had  made  very  wife  Regu- 
lations concerning  the  Returns  that  were  made 
for  their  Exports,  encouraged  very  much  the 
Importation  of  Salt  and  Pepper,  and  laid  heavy 
Duties  on  every  thing  that  was  not  well  fea-r 
fon'd,  and  might  any  ways  obftruft  the  Sale  of 
their  own  Hops  and  Barley.  Thofe  at  Helmy 
when  they  afted  in  publick,  fhew'd  them- 
felves  on  all  Accounts  exempt  and  wholly  di- 
verted from  Thirlt,  made  feveral  Laws  to  pre- 
vent the  Growth  of  it,  and  punifli  the  Wick- 
ed who  openly  dared  to  quench  it.  If  you 
examin'd  them  in  their  private  Perfons,  and 
pry'd  narrowly  into  their  Lives  and  Conver- 
fations,  they  feem'd  to  be  more  fond,  or  at 
lealt  drank  larger  Draughts  of  Small  Beer 
than  others,  but  always  under  pretence  that 
the  mending  of  Complexions  required  greater 
Quantities  of  Liquor  in  them,  than  it  did  in 
thofe  they  Ruled  over ;  and  that,  what  they 
had  chiefly  at  Heart,  without  any  regard  to 
themfelves,  was  to  procure  great  Plenty  of 
Small  Beer  among  the  Subjeds  in  general,  and 
a  great  Demand  for  their  Hops  and  Barley. 
.  As  no  body  was  debarr'd  from  Small  Beer,  the 
Clergy  made  ufe  of  it  as  well  as  the  Laity,  and 
fome  of  them  very  plentifully ;  yet  all  of  them 
defired  to  be  thought  lefs  Thirfly  by  their 
Fun&ion  than  others,  and  never  would  own 
that  they  drank  any  but  to  mend  their  Com- 
plexions. In  their  Religious  Aflemblies  they 
were  more  fincere ;  for  as  foon  as  they  came, 
lis  ; ;  ,  there, 
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there,'  they  aU  openly  confefs'd,  the  Clergy 
as  well  as  the  Laity,  from  the  higheft  to  the 
loweft,  that  they  were  Tbirfty,  that  mending 
their  Complexions  was  what  they  minded 
the  leaft,  and  that  all  their  Hearts  were  fet 
upon  Small  Beer  and  quenching  their  Thirft, 
whatever  they  might  pretend  to  the  contrary. 
What  was  remarkable  is,  that  to  have  laid 
hold  of  thofe  Truths  to  any  one's  Prejudice, 
and  made  ufe  of  thofe  Confeflions  after- 
wards out  of  their  Temples,  would  have 
been  counted  very  impertinent,  and  every  bo- 
dy thought  it  an  neinous  Affront  to  be  call'd 
Thirfty,  tho'  you  had  feen  him  drink  Small 
Beer  by  whole  Gallons.  The  chief  Topicks  of 
their  Preachers  was  the  great  Evil  of  Thirft, 
and  the  Folly  there  was  in  quenching  it.  They 
exhorted  their  Hearers  to  refill  the  Tempta- 
tions of  it,  inveigh'd  againft  Small  Beer,  and 
often  told  them  it  was  royfon,  if  they  drank 
it  with  Pleafure,  or  any  other  Defign  than  to 
mend  their  Complexions. 

In  their  Acknowledgments  to  the  Gods 
they  thank'd  them  for  the  Plenty  of  com- 
fortable Small  Beer  they  had  receiv'd  from 
them,  notwithftanding  they  had  fo  little  de- 
ferv'd  it,  and  continually  quench'd  their 
Thirft  with  it ;  whereas  they  were  fo  tho- 
rowly  fatisfy'd,  that  it  was  given  them  for 
a  better  Ufe.  Having  begg'd  Pardon  for 
thofe  Offences ,  they  defired  the  Gods  to 
leffen  their  Thirft,  and  give  them  Strength  to 
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refift  the  Importunities  of  it;  yet,  in  the 
midft  of  their  foreft  Repentance,  and  moll 
humble  Supplications,  they  never  forgot 
Small  Beer,  and  pray'd  that  they  might  con- 
tinue to  have  it  in  great  Plenty,  with  a 
folemn  Promife,  that  how  negleaful  foever 
they  might  hitherto  have  been  in  this  Point, 
they  would  for  the  future  not  drink  a  Drop 
of  it  with  any  other  Defign  than  to  mend 
their  Complexions. 

Thefe  were  {landing  Petitions  put  toge- 
ther to  laft ;  and  having  continued  to  be 
made  ufe  of  without  any  Alterations  for 
feveral  hundred  Years  together;  it  was 
thought  by  fome,  that  the  Gods,  who 
underftood  Futurity,  and  knew  that  the 
fame  Promife  they  heard  in  June  would  be 
made  to  them  the  January  following,  did  not 
rely  much  more  on  thofe  Vows,  than  we  do 
on  thofe  waggilh  Infcriptions  by  which  Men 
offer  us  their  Goods,  to-day  for  Money, 
and  to-morrow  for  nothing.  They  often 
began  their  Prayers  very  myflically,  and 
fpoke  many  things  in  a  ipiritual  Senfe ;  yet, 
they  never  were  fo  abflraft  from  the  World 
in  them ,  as  to  end  one  without  befeech- 
ing  the  Gods  to  blefs  and  nrofper  the  Brew- 
ing Trade  in  all  its  Branches,  and,  for  the 
Good  of  the  Whole,  more  and  more  to 
increafe  the  Confumption'  of  Hops  and  Bar- 
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T  Have  been  told  by  many,  that  the  Bane  of 
-1  Induftry  is  Lazinefs,  and  not  Content; 
therefore  to  prove  my  Aflertion,  which  feems 
a  Paradox  to  fome,  I  fhall  treat  of  Lazinefs 
and  Content  feparately,  and  afterwards  (peak 
of  Induftry,  that  the  Reader  may  judge  which 
it  is  of  the  two  former  that  is  moft  oppolite 
to  the  latter. 

Lazinefs  is  an  Averfion  to  Bufinefs,  ge^. 
nerally  attended  with  an  unreafonable  Deiire 
of  remaining  una&ive ;  and  every  body  is  la- 
zy, who  without  being  hinder'd  oy  any  other 
warrantable  Employment,  refufes  or  puts  off 
any  Bufinefs  which  he  ought  to  do  for  him- 
felf  or  others.  We  feldom  call  any  body  la- 
zy, but  fuch  as  we  reckon  inferior  to  us,  and 
of  whom  we  expeft  fome  Service.  Children 
don't  think  their  Parents  lazy,  nor  Servants 
their  Mailers ;  and  if  a  Gentleman  indulges 
his  Eafe  and  Sloth  fo  abominably,  that  he 
won't  put  on  his  own  Shoes,  though  he  is 
young  and  flender,  no  body  fhall  call  him  la- 
zy for  it,  if  he  can  keep  but  a  Footman,  or 
fome  body  elfe  to  do  it  for  him. 

Mr« 
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Mr.  *Dryden  has  given  us  a  very  good  Idea 
of  fuperlative  Slothfulnefs  in  the  Perfon  of 
a  Luxurious  King  of  Egypt.  His  Majefty 
having  beftow'd  fome  coniiderable  Gifts  on 
feveral  of  his  Favourites,  is  attended  by  fome 
of  his  chief  Minifters  with  a  Parchment 
•  which  he  was  to  fign  to  confirm  thofe 
Grants.  Firft,  he  walks  a  few  Turns  to  and 
fro  with  a  heavy  Uncafinefs  in  his  Looks, 
then  fets  himfelf  down  like  a  Man  that's 
tired,  and  at  laft  with  abundance  of  Re- 
luftancy  to  what  he  was  going  about, ,  he 
takes  up  the  Pen,  and  falls  a  complaining 
very  ferioufiy  of  the  Length  of  the  Word 
^Ptolemy,  and  exprefles  a  great  deal  of  Con- 
cern, that  he  had  not  fome  fhort  Monofylla- 
ble  for  his  Name,  which  he  thought  wou'd 
fave  him  a  World  of  Trouble. 

We  often  reproach  others  with  Lazinefs, 
.  becaufe  we  are  guilty  of  it  our  felves.  Some 
days  ago  as  two  young  Women  fate  knotting 
together,  fays  one  to  the  other,  there  comes  a 
wicked  Cold  through  that  Door,  you  are  the 
neareft  to  it,  Sifter,  pray  fhut  it.  The  other, 
who  was  the  youngeft,  vouchfaf 'd  indeed  to 
call  an  Eye  towards  the  Door,  but  fate  ftill 
and  faid  nothing ;  the  eldeft  fpoke  again  two 
or  three  times,  and  at  laft  the  other  making 
her  no  Anfwer,  nor  offering  to  ftir,  flie  got  up 
in  a  Pet  and  fliut  the  Door  herfelf;  coming 
back  to  fit  down  again,  fhe  gave  the  younger 
a  very  hard  Look,  and  faid;  Lord,  Sifter  Betty, 
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I  would  not  be  fo  lazy  as  you  are  for  all  the 
World;  which  fhe  fpoke  fo  earneftly,  that  it 
brought  a  Colour  in  her  Face.  Tne  youn- 
geft  ihould  have  rifen,  I  own ;  but  if  the  eldefl: 
had  not  over-valued  her  Labour,  flie  would 
have  fliut  the  Door  herfelf,  as  foon  as  the 
Cold  was  offenfive  to  her,  without  making 
any  words  of  it.  She  was  not  above  a  Step 
farther  from  the  Door  than  her  Sifter,  and  as 
to  Age,  there  was  not  Eleven  Months  dif- 
ference between  them,  and  they  were  both 
under  Twenty.  I  thought  it  a  hard  Matter  to 
determine  which  was  the  lazieft  of  the  two. . 

There  are  a  thoufand  Wretches  that  are 
always  working  the  Marrow  out  of  their 
Bones  for  next  to  nothing,  becaufe  they  are 
unthinking  and  ignorant  of  what  the  Pains 
they  take  are  worth ;  whilft  others  who  are 
cunning  and  underftand  the  true  value  of 
their  Work,  refufe  to  be  employ'd  at  under 
Rates,  not  becaufe  they  are  of  an  una&ive 
Temper,  but  becaufe  they  won't  beat  down 
the  Price  of  their  Labour.  A  Country  Gen- 
tleman fees  at  the  back  fide  of  the  Exchange 
a  Porter  walking  to  and  fro  with  his  Hands 
in  his  Pockets.  Pray,  fays  he,  Friend,  will 
you  ftep  for  me  with  this  Letter  as  far  as 
Bow-Church>  and  I'll  give  you  a  Penny.  Til 
go  with  all  my  Heart,  fays  t'other,  but  I  mujl 
have  Two-fence,  Mafier ;  which  the  Gentleman 
refiifing  to  give,  the  Fellow  turn'd  his  Back, 
and  told  him,  he'd  rather  play  for  nothing 
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than  work  for  nothing.  The  Gentleman  thought 
it  an  unaccountable  piece  of  Lazinefs  in  a 
Porter,  rather  to  faunter  up  and  down  for  no- 
thing, than  to  be  earning  a  Penny  with  as  lit- 
tle trouble.  Some  Hours  after  he  happen'd  to 
be  with  fome  Friends  at  a  Tavern  in  Thread- 
needleftreety  where  one  of  them  calling  to  mind 
that  he  had  forgot  to  fend  for  a  Bill  of  Ex- 
change that  was  to  go  away  with  thePoft  that 
Night,  was  in  great  Perplexity,  and  immedi- 
ately wanted  fome  body  to  go  for  him  to 
Hackney  with  all  the  Speed  imaginable.  It 
was  after  Ten,  in  the  middle  or  Winter,  a 
very  rainy  Night,  and  all  the  Porters  thereabouts 
were  gone  to  Bed.  The  Gentleman  grew  very 
uneafy,  and  faid,  whatever  it  coft  him  that 
fomebody  he  muft  fend  ;  at  lafl  one  of  the 
Drawers  feeing  him  fo  very  prefline,  told  him 
that  he  knew  a  Porter,  who  would  rife,  if  it 
was  a  Job  worth  his  while.  Worth  his  while \ 
faid  the  Gentleman  very  eagerly,  don't  doubt 
of  that)  good  Lad)  if  you  know  of  any  bodyr 
let  him  make  what  hajte  he  can,  and  Til g  ive  him 
a  Crown  if  he  be  back  by  Twehe  o*  Clock.  Upon 
this  the  Drawer  took  the  Errandjeft  the  Room, 
and  in  lefs  than  a  Quarter'  of  an  Hour  came 
back  with  the  welcome  News  that  the  Meflage 
would  be  difpatch'd  with  all  Expedition.  The 
Company  in  the  meantime  diverted  themfelves 
as  they  had  done  before ;  but  when  it  be- 
gan to  be  towards  Twelve,  the  Watches 
were  pulTd  out,  and  the  Porter's  Return 
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Was  all  the  Difcourfe.  Some  were  of  Opinion 
he  might  yet  come  before  the  Clock  had  itruck ; 
others  thought  it  impoffible,  and  now  it  wan- 
ted but  three  Minutes  of  Twelve  when  in 
comes  the  nimble  Meflenger  fmoaking  hot, 
with  his  Cloaths  as  wet  as  Dung  with  the 
Rain,  and  his  Head  all  over  in  a  Bath  of 
Sweat.  He  had  nothing  dry  about  him  but 
the  infide  of  his  Pocket-Book,  out  of  which 
he  took  the  Bill  be  had  been  for,  and  by  the 
Drawer's  Dire&ion  prefented  it  to  the  Gen- 
tleman it  belonged  to ;  who  being  very  well 

Eleas'd  with  the  Difpatch  he  had  made,  gave 
im  the  Crown  he  had  promis'd,  whillt  ano- 
ther fill'd  him  a  Bumper,  and  the  whole  Com- 
pany commended  his  Diligence.  As  the  Fel- 
low came  nearer  the  Light,  to  take  up  the 
Wine,  the  Country  Gentleman  I  mention'd  at 
firft,  to  his  great  Admiration,  knew  him  to  be 
the  fame  Porter  that  had  refus'd  to  earn  his 
Penny,  and  whom  he  thought  the  lazieft  Mor- 
tal Alive.  ... 
.  This  Story  teaches  us,  that  we  ought  not  to 
confound  thofe  who  remain  unemploy'd  for 
want  of  an  Opportunity  of  exerting  themfelves 
to  the  beft  Advantage,  with  fuch  as  for  want  of 
Spirit,  hug  themfelves  in  their  Sloth,  and  will 
rather  ftarve  than  dir.  Without  this  Caution, 
we  muft  pronounce  all  the  World  more  or  lei's 
laiy,  according  to  their  Eilimation  of  the  Re- 
ward they  are  to  purchafe  with  their  Labour, 
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and  then  the  moft  Induftrious  may  be  call'd 
Lazy. 

Content  I  caH  that  calm  Serenity  of  the 
Mind,  which  Men  enjoy  whilft  they  think 
themfelves  happy,  and  reft  fatisfy'd  with  the 
Station  they  are  in  :  It  implies  a  favourable 
Conftru&ion  of  our  prefent  Circumttances,  and 
a  peaceful  Tranquillity,  which  Men  are  Stran- 
gers to  as  long  as  tney  are  follicitous  about 
mending  their  Condition.  This  is  a  Virtue  of 
which  the  Applaufe  is  very  precarious  and  un- 
certain :  for  according  as  Men's  Circumttances 
vary,  they'll  either  be  blam'd  or  commended 
for  being  poflefs'd  of  it. 

A  fingle  Man  that  works  hard  at  a  laborious 
Trade,  has  a  Hundred  a  Year  left  him  by  a 
Relation :  This  Change  of  Fortune  makes  him 
foon  weary  of  working,  and  not  having  Indu- 
ftry  enough  to  put  nimfelf  forward  in  the 
World,  he  refolves  to  do  nothing  at  all,  and 
live  upon  his  Income.  As  long  as  he  lives, 
within  Compafs,  pays  for  what  he  has,  and 
offends  no  body,  he  fhall  be  call'd  an  honeft, 
quiet  Man.  Tne  Vidualler,  his  Landlady,  the 
Taylor,  and  others  divide  what  he  has  between 
them,  and  the  Society  is  every  Year  the  better 
for  his  Revenue;  whereas,  if  he  lhould  follow 
his  own  or  any  other  Trade,  he  mutt  hinder 
others,  and  fome  body  would  have  the  lefs 
for  what  he  fliouldiget;  and  therefore,  tho'  he 
fliould  be  the  idleft  Fellow  in  the  World,  lie 
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a -bed  fifteen  Hours  in  four  and  twenty,  and 
do  nothing  but  fauntrfng  up  and  down  all 
the  reft  of  the  time,  no  body  would  difcom- 
mend  him,  and  his  \maftive  Spirit  is  honour- 
ed wrth  the  Name  of  Content. 

But  if  the  fame  Maft  marries,  gets  three  or 
four  Children,  and  ftill  continues  of  the  fame 
eafy  Temper,  refts  fatisfied  with  what  he  has, 
and  without  endeavouring  to  get  a  Penny, 
indulges  his  former  Sloth  :  Firft  his  Relati- 
ons, afterwards  all  his  Acquaintance  will  be 
allarm'd  at  his  Negligence :  They  forefeethat 
his  Income  will  not  be  fufficient  to  bring  up 
fo  many  Children  handfomely,  and  are  afraid, 
fome  of  them  may,  if  not  a  Burden,  become 
a  Difgrace  to  them.   When  thefe  Fears  have 
been  for  fome  time  whifpered  about  from  one 
to  another,  his  Uncle  Gripe  takes  him  to 
Task;  and  accolls  him  in  the  following  Cant ; 
What  Nephew,  no  Bufinefs  yet!  Fie  uporit! 
leant  imagine  how  you  do  to  Jpend your  Time ; 
if  you  won  t  work  at  your  own  Trade,  there 
are  fifty  ways  that  a  Man  may  pick  up  a  Ten- 
ny  by  :  Tou  have  a  Hundred  a  Tear,  'tis  true> 
but  your  Charges  encreafe  every  Tear,  and 
what  muji  you  do  when  your  Children  are 
grown  Up?  I  have  a  better  EJiate  than  you 
rny  felf  and  yet  you  don't  fee  me  leave  off  my 
Bufine  fs ;  nay,  I  declare  it,  might  I  have  the 
JV or  la  I  could  not  lead  the  Life  you  dq.  'Tts 
no  Bufinefs  of  mine,  I  own,  but  every  body 
crys,  'tis  a  Jhame  a  young  Man  as  you  are, 
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that  has  his  Limbs  and  his  Healthy  Jbould  not 
turn  his  Hand  to  fomething  or  other.  If  thefe 
Admonitions  do  not  reform  him  in  a  little 
time,  and  he  continues  half  a  Year  longer 
without  Employment,  he'll  become  a  Dif- 
courfe  to  the  whole  Neighbourhood,  and  for 
the  fame  Qualifications  that  once  got  him  the 
Name  of  a  quiet  contented  Man,  he  lhall  be 
calTd  the  worll  of  Husbands  and  the  lazieft 
'Fellow  upon  Earth :  From  whence  it  is  ma- 
nifeft,  that  when  we  pronounce  Aftions 
good  or  evil,  we  only  regard  the  Hurt  or 
Benefit  the  Society  receives  from  them, 
and  not  the  Perfon  who  commits  them.  (See 

2^34-) 

Diligence  and  Induftry  are  often  ufed  pro- 
mifcuoully,  to  fignify  the  fame  thing,  but  there 
is  a  great  difference  between  them.  A  poor 
Wretch  may  want  neither  Diligence  nor  In- 
genuity, be  a  faving  Pains-taking  Man,  and 
yet  without  driving  to  mend  ms  Circum- 
ltances  remain  contented  with  the  Station  he 
lives  in ;  but  Indultry  implies  befides  the  o- 
ther  Qualities  a  Thirft  after  Gain,  and  an  In- 
defatigable defire  of  meliorating  our  Condi- 
tion. When  Men  think  either  the  Cuftoma- 
ry  Profits  of  their  Calling,  or  elfe  the  Share 
of  Bufinefs  they  have  too  imall,  they  have  two 
ways  to  deferve  the  Name  of  Induftrious,  and 
they  muft  be  either  Ingenious  enough  to  find 
out  uncommon,  and  yet  warrantable  Methods 
to  encreafe  their  Bufinefs  or  their  Profit,  or 

elfe 
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elfe  fupply  that  Defeft  by  a  multiplicity  of 
Occupations.  If  a  Tradefman  takes  care  to 
provide  his  Shop,  and  gives  due  Attendance 
to  thofe  that  come  to  it,  he  is  a  diligent  Man 
in  his  Bufinefs,  but  if,  befides  that,  he  takes 
particular  Pains  to  fell  to  the  fame  Advantage 
a  better  Commodity  than  the  reft  of  his 
Neighbours,  or  if  by  his  Obfequioufnefs,  or 
fome  other  good  quality,  getting  into  a  large 
Acquaintance,  he  ufes  all  poflible  Endea- 
vours of  drawing  Cuftomers  to  his  Houfe,  he 
then  may  be  called  Induftrious.  A  Cobler, 
though  ne  is  not  employed  half  of  his  Time, 
if  he  neglefts  no  Bufinefs,  and  makes  dif- 


but  if  he  runs  of  Errands  when  he  has  no 
work,  or  makes  but  Shoe-pins,  and  ferves  as 
a  Watchman  a-nights,  he  deferves  the  Name 
of  Induftrious. 

If  what  has  been  faid  in  this  Remark  be 
duely  weigh'd,  we  fliall  find,  either  that  La- 
zinefs  and  Content  are  very  near  a'kin,  or  if 
there  be  a  great  difference  between  them,  that 
the  latter  is  more  contrary  to  Induftry  than 
the  former. 


eh  when  he  has  any,  is  a  dili 


Man; 
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(X.)  To  make  a  Great  an  Hone  ft  Hive. 

Tage  23.    Line  2. 

THIS  perhaps  might  be  done  where  Peo- 
ple are  contented  to  be  poor  and  har- 
dy ;  but  if  they  would  likewife  enjoy  their 
Eafe  and  the  Comforts  of  the  World,  and  be 
at  once  an  opulent,  potent,  and  flourilhing,  as 
well  as  a  Warlike  Nation,  it  is  utterly  impof- 
fible.  I  have  heard  People  fpeak  of  the 
mighty  Figure  the  Spartans  made  above  all 
the  Common- Wealths  of  Greece,  notwith- 
ttanding  their  uncommon  Frugality  and  o- 
ther  exemplary  Virtues.  But  certainly  there 
never  was  a  Nation  whofe  Greatnefs  was 
more  empty  than  theirs:  The  Splendor 
they  lived  in  was  inferior  to  that  of  a  Thea- 
tre, and  the  only  thing  they  could  be  proud 
of,  was,  that  they  enjoy'd  nothing.  They 
were  indeed  both  feared  and  efteemed  A- 
broad :  They  were  fo  famed  for  Valour  and 
Skill  in  Martial  Affairs,  that  their  Neighbours 
did  not  only  court  their  Friendfhip  and  A1M- 
ance  in  their  Wars,  but  were  (atisfy'd  and 
thought  themfelves  fure  of  the  Vidory,if  they 
could  but  get  a  Spartan  General  to  command 
their  Armies.  But  then  their  Difcipline  was 
fo  rigid,  and  their  manner  of  living  fo  Auftere 
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and  void  of  all  Comfort,  that  the  moft  tem- 
perate Man  among  us  would  refufe  to  fubmit 
to  the  Harflmefs  of  fuch  uncouth  Laws.  There 
was  a  perfeft  Equality  among  them :  Gold  and 
Silver  Coin  were  cried  down ;  their  current 
Money  was  made  oflron,  to  render  it  of  a 
great  Bulk  and  little  W  orth :  To  lay  up  twen- 
ty or  thirty  Pounds,  required  a  pretty  large 
Chamber,  and  to  remove  it  nothing  lels  than 
a  Yoke  of  Oxen.  Another  Remedy,  they 
had  againft  Luxury,  was,  that  they  were  ob- 
liged to  eat  in  common  of  the  fame  Meat, 
and  they  fo  little  allowed  any  body  to  Dine 
or  Sup  oy  himfelf  at  home,  that  Agis  one  of 
their  Kings,  having  vanquiflied  the  Atheni- 
ansy  and  lending  for  his  Commons  at  his  re- 
turn Home  (becaufe  he  defired  privately  to 
eat  with  his  Queen)  was  refufed  by  the  role* 
march}. 

In  training  up  their  Youth,  their  chief  Care, 
fays  TlutaacbjWzs  to  make  them  good  Subjects, 
to  fit  them  to  endure  the  fatigues  of  long  and 
tedious  Marches,  and  never  to  return  without 
Viftory  from  the  Field.  When  they  were^ 
twelve  Years  old,  they  lodg'd  in  little'Bands, 
upon  Beds  made  of  the  Rufhes  which  grew 
by  the  Banks  of  the  River  Eurotas ;  and  be- 
caufe their  Points  were  fliarp,  they  were  to 
break  them  off  with  their  Hands  without  a 
Knife:  If  it  were  a  hard  Winter,  they  ming- 
led fome  Thiille-down  with  their  Rufhes  to 
keep  them  warm  (fee  Tint  arch  in  the  Life  of 

T  3  Lycur- 
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Lycurgus.)  From  all  thefe  Circumftances 
it  is  plain,  that  no  Nation  on  Earth  was  lefs 
effeminate ;  but  being  debarred  from  all 
the  Comforts  of  Life,  they  could  have  no- 
thing for  their  Pains  but  the  Glory  of  be- 
ing a  Warlike  People  inured  to  Toils  and 
Hardfhips,  which  was  a  Happinefs  that  few 
People  would  have  cared  for  upon  the 
fame  Terms :  And  though  they  had  been 
Matters  of  the  World,  as  long  as  they  enjoy- 
ed no  more  of  it,  Englijhmen  would  hardly 
have  envy'd  them  their  Greatnefs.  What 
Men  want  now-a-days  has  fufficiently  been 
fliewn  in  Remark  (O)  where  I  have  treated 
of  real  Pleafures. 

» 

1 

(T)  7"  enjoy  the  World's  Conveniences. 
*Page  %}.  Line  3. 

*Hp  H  A  T  the  Words  Decency  and  Conveni- 
A  ency  were  very  ambiguous,  and  not  to 
be  underftood,  unleis  we  were  acquainted  with 
the  Quality  and  Circumftances  of  the  Perfons 
that  made  ufe  of  them,  has  been  hinted  alrea- 
dy in  Remark  (L.)  The  Goldfmith,  Mercer, 
or  any  other  of  the  moft  credible  Shopkeepers, 
that  has  three  or  four  thoufand  Pounds  to 
fet  up  with,  muft  have  two  Diflies  of  Meat 
every  Day,  and  fomething  extraordinary  for 


Digitized  by 


Remark  (T.y  279 

Sundays.   His  Wife  muft  have  a  Damask 
Bed  againft  her  lying  in,  and  two  or  three 
Rooms  very  well  furnifhed:  The  follow- 
ing Summer  flie  mull  have  a  Houfe,  or  at> 
leSl  very  good  Lodgings  in  the  Country. 
A  Man  that  has  a  Being  out  of  Town, 
muft  have  a  Horfe  :  his  Footman  muft 
have  another.    If  he  has  a  tolerable  Trade,; 
he  expefts  in  eight  or  ten  Years  time  to 
keep  his  Coach,  which  notwithftanding  he 
hopes  that  after  he  has  llaved  (as  he  calls  it) 
for  two  or  three  and  twenty  Years,  he  Ihall 
be  worth  at  lead  a  thoufand  a  Year  for  his 
Eldeft  Son  to  inherit,  and  two  or  three  thou- 
fand Pounds  for  each  of  his  other  Children 
to  begin  the  World  with;  and  when  Men 
of  fuch  Circumftances  pray  for  their  daily 
Bread j  and  mean  nothing  more  extravagant 
by  itj  they  are  counted  pretty  modeft  Peo- 
ple.   Call  this  Pride,  Luxury,  Superfluity, 
or  what  you  pleafe,  it  is  nothing  but  what 
ought  to  be  in  the  Capital  of  a  flouriftiing 
Nation :  Thofe  of  inferiour  Condition  mult 
content  themfelves  with  lefs  coftly  Con- 
veniences, as  others  of  higher  Rank  will 
be  fure  to  make  theirs  more  expenfive. 
Some  People  call  it  but  Decency  to  be 
ferved  in  Plate,  and  reckon  a  Coach  and 
fix  amon&  the  neceflary  Comforts  of  Life; 
and  if  a  Peer  has  not  above  three  or  four 
thoufand  a  Year,  his  Lordfhip  is  counted 
Poor. 

T  4  Since 
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S INC  E  the  firll  Edition  of  this  Book,  fc- 
veral  have  attacked  me  with  Demonftra- 
tions  of  the  certain  Ruin,  which  exceffive 
Luxury  muft  bring  upon  all  Nations,  who 
yet  were  foon  anfwered,when  I  Aewed  them 
the  Limits  within  which  I  had  confined  it ; 
and  therefore  that  no  Reader  for  the  Future 
may  mifconftrue  me  on  this  Head,  I  fhall 
point  at  the  Cautions  I  have  given,  and  the 
Provifo's  I  have  made  in  the  former  as  well 
as  this  prefent  Impreffion,  and  which  if  not 
overlooked,  muft  prevent  all  rational  Cen- 
fure,  and  obviate  feveral  Objeftions  that  o- 
therwife  might  be  made  againft  me.  I  have 
laid  down  as  Maxims  never .  to  be  departed 
from,  that  the  f  Poor  fhould  be  kept  ftriftly  to 
Work,  and  that  it  was  Prudence  to  relieve 
their  Wants,  but  Folly  to  cure  them ;  that 
Agriculture*  arid Filhery  lhoul4  be  promoted 
in  all  their  Branches  in  order  to  render  Provi^ 
fions,  and  consequently  Labour  cheap.  I  have 
named  \  Ignorance  as  a  neceflary  Ingredient  in 
the  Mixture  of  Society :  From  all  which  it  is 
manifeft  that  I  could  .  never  have  imagined, 
that  Luxury  was  to  be  made  general  through 
every  part  of  a  Kingdom,  I  have  likewife 

<  v  required 
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required  f  that  Property  fliould  be  well  feat- 
red,  Juftice  impartially  adminiftred,  and  in  e- 
very  thing  the  lntereff  of  the  Nation  taken  care 
of:  But  what  I  have  infilled  on  the  moft  and 
repeated  more  than  once  is  the  great  Regard 
that  is  to  be  had  to  the  Ballance  of  Trade,  and 
the  care  the  Legiflature  ought  to  take  that  the 
Yearly  *lmports  never  exceed  the  Exports ; 
and  where  this  is  obferved,  and  the  other 
things  I  fpoke  of  are  not  negle&ed,  I  Hill  con- 
tinue to  aflert  that  no  Foreign  Luxury  can 
undo  a  Country:  The  height  of  it  is  never 
feen  but  in  Nations  thgt  are  yaftly  populous, 
and  there  only  in  the  upper  part  of  it,  and  the 

f1  j-eater  that  is  the  larger  ftill  in  proportion  muft 
e  the  loweft,  the  Bafis  that  iupports  all,  the 
multitude  of  Working  Poor. 

Thofe  who  would  too  nearly  imitate  others 
of  Superior  Fortune  muft  thank  themfelves  if 
they  are  ruin'd.  This  is  nothing  againft  Lux- 
pry  ;  for  whoever  can  fubfift  and  lives  above 
His  Income  is  a  Fool.  SomePerfpns  of  Quality 
iiiay  keep  three  or  four  Coaches  and  Six,  and 
at  the  fame  time  lay  up  Money  for  their  Chil- 
dren ;  whilft  a  young  Shopkeeper  is  undone  for 
keeping  one  forjyHorfe.  it  is  impoffible  there 
Jhould  oe  a  rich  Nation  without  Prodigals,  yet 
I  never  knew  a  City  fo  full  of  Spendthrifts,  but 
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there  were  Covetous  People  enough  to  an- 
fwer  their  Number.  As  an  Old  Merchant 
breaks  for  having  been  extravagant  or  carelefs 
a  great  while,  fo  a  young  Beginner  felling  into 
the  fame  Bufinefs  gets  an  Eltate  by  being  fa- 
ving  or  more  induftrious  before  he  is  Forty 
Years  Old :  Befides  that  the  Frailties  of  Men 
often  work  by  contraries :  Some  Narrow  Souls 
can  never  thrive  becaufe  they  are  too  ftingy, 
whillt  longer  Heads  amafs  great  Wealth  by 
fpending  their  Money  freely,  and  feeming  to 
defpife  it.  But  the  viciilitudes  of  Fortune 
are  neceflary,  and  the  molt  lamentable  are  no 
more  detrimental  to  Society  than  the  Death 
of  the  Individual  Members  of  it.  Chriftnings 
are  a  proper  Ballance  to  Burials.  Thofe  who 
immediately  lofe  by  the  Misfortunes  of  others 
are  very  forry,  complain  and  make  a  noife ; 
but  the  others  who  get  by  them,  as  there  al- 
ways are  fuch,  hold  their  Tongues,  becaufe 
it  is  odious  to  be  thought  the  better  for  the 
Loffes  and  Calamities  of  our  Neighbour. 
The  various  Ups  and  Downs  compofe  a 
Wheel  that  always  turning  round  gives  moti- 
on to  the  whole  Machine.  Philofophers,  that 
dare  extend  their  Thoughts  beyond  the  nar- 
row compafs  of  what  is  immediately  before 
them,  look  on  the  alternate  changes  in  the 
Civil  Society  no  otherwife  than  they  do  on  the 
rifingsand  fallingsof  the  Lungs;  the  latter 
of  which  are  as  much  a  Part  of  Refpiration  in 
the  more  perfeft  animals  as  the  firft ;  fo  that 
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the  fickle  Breath  of  never-ftable  Fortune  is 
to  the  Body  Politick,  the  fame  as  floating 
Air  is  to  a  living  Creature. 

Avarice  then  and  Prodigality  are  equally 
neceflary  to  the  Society.  That  m  fbme  Coun- 
tries, Men  are  more  generally  Iaviik  than  in 
others  proceeds  from  the  difference  of  Cir^ 
cumftances  that  difpofe  to  either  Vice,  and 
arife  from  the  condition  of  the  Social  BodV 
as  well  as  the  Temperament  of  the  Natural! 
I  beg  pardon  of  the  attentive  Reader,  if  here 
in  behalf  of  Ihort  Memories  I-  repeat  fome 
things  the  fubftance  of  which  they  have  al- 
ready feen  in  Remark  (9).  More  Money  than 
Land,  heavy  Taxes  and  l'carcity  of  Provifions, 
Iriduftry,  Laborioufnefs,  an  aftive  and  itir- 
ring  Spirit,  111  Nature  and  a  Saturnine  Tem- 
per ;  Old  Age,  Wifdom,  Trade,  Riches  ac- 

?uired  by  our  own  Labour,  and  Liberty  and 
'roper ty  w^ell  fecured,  are  all  things  that  dif- 
pofe to  Avarice.  On  the  contrary;  Indo- 
lence, Content,  Good  Nature,  a  Jpvial  Tem- 
per, Youth,  Folly,  Arbitrary  Power,  Mo- 
ney eafily  got,  plenty  of  Provifions  and  the 
uncertainty  of  Pollellions,  are  Circumftances 
that  render  Men  prone  to  Prodigality :  Where 
there  is  the  moll  of  the  firlt  the  prevailing 
.  Vice  will  be  Avarice,  and  Prodigality  where 
the  other  turn  the  Scale ;  but  a  National  Fru- 
gality there  never  was  nor  never  will  be  with- 
out a  National  Neceflity. 

Surnp^ 
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;  Sumptuary  Laws  may  be  of  ufe  to  an  indi- 
gent Country,  after  great  Calamities  of  War, 
Peftilence,  or  Famine,  when  Work  has  Hood 
ItiU,  and  the  Labour  of  the  Poor  been  inter- 
rupted; but  to  introduce  them  into  an  opu- 
lent Kingdom  is  the  wrong  way  to  confult  the 
Intereft  of  it.  I  lhall  end  my  Remarks  on  the 
Grumbling  Hive  with  afluring  the  Champions 
of  NationalFrugality  that  it  would  be  impofR- 
ble  for  the  Terfians  and  other  Eaftern  Peo- 
ple topurchafe  the  vaft  Quantities  of  fine  En- 
glijh  Cioth  they  confume,  fhould  we  load  our 
Women  with  lefs  Cargo's  of  Afiatick  Silks. 
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HARITY  is  that  Virtue  by  which 
part  of  that  fincere  Love  we  have 
for  our  felves  is  transferr'd  pure  and 
unmix'd  to  others,  not  tyed  to 
us  by  the  Bonds  of  Friendlhip  or  Confar*- 
guinity,  and  even  meer  Strangers,  whom  we 
have  no  Obligation  to,  nor  (hope  or  expeft 
any  thing  from.  If  we  leflen  any  ways  the 
Rigour  of  this  Definition,  part  of  the  Virtue 
muft  be  loll.  What  we  do  for  our  Friends 
and  Kindred,  we  do  partly  for  our  felves : 

When 
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When  a  Man  a&s  in  behalf  of  Nephews  or 
Neices,  and  fays  they  are  my  Brother's  Chil- 
dren,! do  it  out  of  Charity;  he  deceives  you: 
for  if  he  is  capable,  it  is  expefted  from  him, 
and  he  does  it  partly  for  his  own  Sake :  If  he 
values  the  Elleem  of  the  World,  and  is  nice  as 
to  Honour  and  Reputation,  he  is  obliged  to  have 
a  greater  Regard  to  them  than  for  Strangers, 
or  elfe  he  muit  fufFer  in  his  Chara&er. 

The  Exercife  of  this  Virtue  relates  either  to 
Opinion,  or  to  A&ion,  and  is  manifefted  in  what 
we  think  of  others,  or  what  we  do  for  them. 
To  be  charitable  then  in  the  firll  Place,  we 
ought  to  put  the  bed  Conftruftion  on  all  that 
others  do  or  fay,  that  the  Things  are  capable 
of  If  a  Man  builds  a  fine  Houfe,  tho'  he 
has  not  one  Symptom  of  Humility,  fur- 
nilhes  it  richly,  and  lays  out  a  good  Eftate 
in.  Plate  and  Pi&ures,  we  ought  not  to 
think  that  he  does  it  out  of  Vanity,  but  to 
encourage  Artifls,  employ  Hands,  and  fet 
the  Poor  to  work  for  the  Good  of  his  Coun- 
try :  And  if  a  Man  fleeps  at  Church,  fo  he 
does  not  fnore,  we  ought  to  think  he  ftiuts 
his  Eyes  to  increafe  his  Attention.  The  Rea- 
fon  is,  becaufe  in  our  Turn  we  defire  that  our 
utmoft  Avarice  fhould  pafs  for  Frugality ;  and 
that  for  Religion,  which  we  know  to  De  Hy- 
pocrify.  Secondly,  That  Virtue  is  confoicu- 
ous  in  us,  when  we  bellow  our  Time  and  La- 
bour for  nothing,  or  employ  our  Credit  with 
others  in  behalf  of  thofe  who  ftand  in  need 
5-  of 
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of  it,  and  yet  could  not  expeft  fuch  an  Af- 
iiftance  from  our  Friendlhip  or  Nearnefs  of 
Blood.  The  lall  Branch  of  Charity  confifts  in 
giving  away  (whilft  we  are  alive)  what  we 
value  our  felves,  to  fuch  as  I  have  already  na- 
med; being  contented  rather  to  have  and  enjoy 
lefs,  than  not  relieve  thofe  who  want,  and  fhall 
be  the  Objefts  of  our  Choice. 

This  Virtue  is  often  counterfeited  by  a  Paf- 
fion  of  ours,  call'd  Tity  or  Compajfion,  which 
confifts  in  a  Fellow-feeling  and  Condolahce 
for  the  Misfortunes  and  Calamities  of  others : 
ail  Mankind  are  more  or  lefs  affe&ed  with 
it ;  but  the  weakeft  Minds  generally  the  moft. 
It  is  raifed  in  us,  when  the  Sufferings  and 
Mifery  of  other  Creatures  make  fo  forcible  an 
Impreflion  upon  us,  as  to  make  us  uneafy. 
It  comes  in  either  at  the  Eye  or  Ear,  or 
both ;  and  the  nearer  and  more  violently  the 
Objedl  of  Compaflion  ftrikes  thofe  Senfes, 
the  greater  Difturbance  it  caufes  in  us,  often 
to  fuch  a  Degree  as  to  occafion  great  Pain 
and  Anxiety. 

Should  any  one  of  us  be  lock'd  up  in  a 
Ground-Room,  where  in  a  Yard  joining  to  it 
there  was  a  thriving  good-humour'd  Child  at 
play,  of  two  or  three  Years  old,  fo  near  us  that 
through  the  Grates  of  the  Window  we  could 
almoft  touch  it  with  our  Hand  ;  and  if  whilft 
we  took  delight  in  the  harmlefs  Diverfion,  and 
imperfect  Pr  it  tie -Prattle  of  the  innocent  Babe, 
,4  nafty  over-grown  Sow  fhould  come  iif  upon 

the 
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the  Child,  fet  it  a  (creaming,  and  frighten  ft 
Gut  of  its  Wits;  it  is  natural  to  'think,  that 
this  would  make  us  uneafy,  and  that  with 
crying  out,  and  making  all  the  menacing 
Noife  we  could,  we  mould  endeavour  to 
drive  the  Sow  away.  But  if  this  lhould  hap- 
pen to  be  an  half-ftarv'd  Creature,  that  mad 


Food,  and  we  ftiould  behold  the  ravenous 
Brute,  in  fpite  of  our  Cries  and  all  the  threat- 
ning  Geftures  we  could  think  of,  aftually  lay 
hold  of  the  helplefs  Infant,  deftroy  and  devour 
it ;  To  fee  her  widely  open  her  deftnr&ive 
Jaws,  and  the  poor  Lamb  beat  down  with 
greedy  hafte ;  to  look  on  the  defencelefs  Pofture 
of  tender  Limbs  firft  trampled  on,  then  tore 
afunder ;  to  fee  the  filthy  SnoUt  digging  in  the 
yet  living  Entrails,  fuckupthefmoaking  Blood, 
and  now  and  then  to  hear  the  Crackling  of  the 
Bones,  and  the  cruel  Animal  with  favagePlea- 
fure  grunt  o'er  the  horrid  Banquet ;  to  hear  and 
fee  all  this,  what  Tortures  would  it  give  thd 
Soul  beyond  Expreffion!  Let  me  fee  the  moll 
fhining  Virtue  the  Moralifts  have  to  boattof  fo 
manifeft  either  to  the  Perfori  poflefs'd  of  it,  or 
thofe  who  behold  his  A&ions :  Let  me  fee  Cou- 
rage, or  the  Love  of  one's  Country  fo  apparent 
without  any  Mixture,  clear'd  and  diftina,  the 
firft  from  Pride  and  Anger,  the  other  from  the 
L6ve  of  Glory,  and  every  Shadow  of  Self-In- 
tereft,  as  this  Pity  would  De  clear'd  and  diftiAft 
from  all  other  Paflions.   There  would  be  no 
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.  heed  of  Virtue  or  Self-Denial  to  be  moved  at 
fuch  a  Scene ;  and  not  only  a  Man  of  Humanity, 
of  good  Morals  and  Commiferation,  but  like- 
wife  an  Highwayman,  an  Houfe-Breaker,  or  a 
Murderer  could  feel  Anxieties  onfuchanOcca- 
fion ;  how  calamitous  foever  a  Man's  Circum- 
ftances  might  be,  he  would  forget  his  Misfor- 
tunes for  the  time,  and  the  molt  troublefome 
Paflion  would  give  way  to  Pity,  and  not  one  of 
the  Species  has  a  Heart  fo  obdurate  or  engaged 
that  it  would  not  ake  at  fuch  a  Sight,  as  no 
Language  has  an  Epithet  to  fit  it. 

Many  will  wonder  at  what  I  have  faid  of 
Pity,  that  it  comes  in  at  the  Eye  or  Ear,  but 
the  Truth  of  this  will  be  known  when  we  con- 
fider  that  the  nearer  the  Object  is  the  more  we 
fuffer,  and  the  more  remote  it  is  the  lefs  we  are 
troubled  with  it.  To  fee  People  Executed  for 
Crimes,  if  it  is  a  great  way  off,  moves  us  but 
little,  in  companion  to  what  it  does  when  we 
are  near  enough  to  fee  the  Motion  of  the  Soul 
in  their  Eyes,  obferve  their  Fears  and  Agonies, 
and  are  able  to  read  the  Pangs  in  every  Feature 
of  the  Face.  When  the  Objeft  is  quite  removed 
from  our  Senfes,  the  Relation  of  the  Calamities 
or  the  reading  of  them  can  never  raifc  in  us 
the  Paflion  call'd  Pity.  W e  may  be  concerned 
at  bad  News,  the  Lofs  and  Misfortunes  of 
Friends  and  thofe  whofe  Caufe  we  efpoufc; 
but  this  is  not  Pity,  but  Grief  or  Sorrow ;  the 
fame  as  we  feel  for  the  Death  of  thofe  we  love, 
or  the  Deltruftion  of  what  we  value. 

U  When 
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When  we  hear  that  three  or  four  thoufancl 
Men,  all  Strangers  to  us,  are  kill'd  with  the 
Sword,  or  forc'd  into  fome  River  where  they 
are  drown'd,  we  fay  and  perhaps  believe  that 
we  pity  them.  It  is  Humanity  bids  us  have 
CompalEon  with  the  Sufferings  of  others,  and 
Reafon  tells  us,  that  whether  a  thing  be  far  off 
or  done  in  our  Sight  our  Sentiments  concern- 
ing it  ought  to  be  the  fame,  and  we  ftiould  be 
afham'd  to  own  that  we  felt  no  Commiferati- 
on  in  us  when  any  thing  requires  it.  He  is  a 
cruel  Man,  he  has  no  Bowels  of  Compaflion : 
all  thefe  things  are  the  EfFe&s  of  Reafon  and 
Humanity,  but  Naturte  makes  no  Compliments, 
when  the  Objeft  does  not  ftrike,  the  Body  does 
not  feel  it ;  and  when  Men  talk  of  pitying  Peo- 
ple out  of  fight,  they  are  to  be  believed  in  the 
fame  manner  as  when  they  fay,  that  they  are 
our  humble  Servants.  In  paying  the  ufiial  Ci- 
vilities at  firft  meeting,  thofe  who  do  not  fee 
one  another  every  Day,  are  often  very  glad 
and  very  forry  alternately  for  five  or  fix  times 
together  in  lefs  than  two  Minutes,  and  yet  at 

Smarting  carry  away  not  a  jot  more  of  Grief  or 
oy  than  they  met  with.  The  fame  it  is  with 
>ity,  and  it  is  a  thing  of  Choice  no  more  than 
Fear  or  Anger.  Thofe  who  have  a  Itrong  and 
lively  Imagination,  and  can  make  Reprelenta- 
tions  of  things  in  their  Minds,  as  they  would 
be  if  they  were  actually  before  them,  may  work 
themfelves  up  into  fomething  that  refembles 
Companion ;  but  this  is  done  by  Art,  and  often 
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the  help  of  a  little  Enthufiafm,  and  is  only  an 
Imitation  of  Pity:  the  Heart  feels  little  of  it* 
and  it  is  as  faint  as  what  we  fuffer  at  the  afting 
of  a  Tragedy;  where  our  Judgment  leaves  part 
of  the  Mind  uninform'd,  and  to  indulge  a  lazy 
Wantonnefs  fuff'ers  it  to  be  led  into  an  Errour, 
which  is  neceffary  to  have  a  Paflion  rais'd,  the 
flight  ftrokes  of  which  are  not  unpleafant  to  us 
when  the  Soul  is  in  an  idle  una&ive  Humour, 
As  Pity  is  often  by  our  felves  and  in  our  own 
Cafes  mistaken  for  Charity,  fo  it  aflumes  the 
Shape,  and  borrows  the  very  Name  of  it ;  a 
Beggar  asks  you  to  exert  that  Virtue  for  Jefus 
Chnft's  fake,  but  all  the  while  his  great  Defign 
is  to  raife  your  Pity.   He  reprefents  to  your 
View  the  worft  fide  of  his  Ailments  and  bodily 
Infirmities;  in  chofen  Words  he  gives  you  an 
Epitome  of  his  Calamities  real  or  fictitious;  and 
whilfl  he  feems  to  pray  God  that  he  will  open 
your  Heart,  he  is  aftually  at  work  upon  your 
Ears :  .  the  greateft  Profligate  of  them  flys  to 
Religion  for  Aid,  and  allifts  his  Cant  with  a 
doleful  Tone  and  a  ftudy'd  difmality  of  Geltures : 
Bpt  he  trufts  not  to  one  Pailion  only,  he  flat- 
ters your  Pride  withTitles  and  Names  of  Honour 
and  Diftinftion :  your  Avarice  he  foorhs  with 
often  repeating  to  you  the  fmallnefs  of  the  Gift 
he  fues  for,  and  conditional  Promifes  of  future 
Returns  with  an  Interefl:  extravagant  bey6nd  the 
Statute  of  Ufury  tho'  out  of  the  reach  of  it. People 
not  ufed  to  great  Cities,  being  thus  attack'd  on 
all  fides,  are  commonly  fore'd  to  yield,  and  can't 
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help  giving  fomcthing  tho'  they  can  hardly 


manag'd  by  Self-love!  It  is  ever  watching  in 
our  Defence,  and  yet,  to  footh  a  predominant 
Paffion,  obliges  us  to  aft  againft  our  Intereft  : 
For  when  Pity  feizes  us,  if  we  can  but  ima- 
gine that  we  contribute  to  the  Relief  of  him 
we  have  Companion  with,  and  are  Inftru- 
.  mental  to  the  leflening  of  his  Sorrows,  it 
,eafes  us,  and  therefore  pitiful  People  often 
give  an  Alms  when  they  really  feel  that  they 
would  rather  not. 

When  Sores  are  very  bare  or  feem  otherwife 
affli&ing  in  an  extraordinary  manner,  and  the 
Beggar  can  bear  to  have  them  expos'd  to  the 
cold  Air,  it  is  very  Ihocking  to  fome  People; 
'tis  a  Shame,  they  cry,  fuch  Sights  fhould  be 
fuffcrd  ;  the  main  Reafon  is,  it  touches  their 
Pity  feelingly,  and  at  the  fame  time  they  are 
refolv'd,  either  becaufe  they  are  Covetous,  or 
count  it  an  idle  Expence,  to  give  nothing,  which 
makes  them  more  uneafie.  They  turn  their  . 
Eyes,  and  where  the.  Cries  are  difmal,  fome 
would  willingly  flop  their  Ears  if  they  were  not 
afhamed.  What  they  can  do  is  to  mend  their 
Pace,  and  be  very  angry  in  their  Hearts  that 
Beggars  fhould  be  about  the  Streets.  But  it  is 
with  Pity  as  it  is  with  Fear,  the  more  we  are  con- 
verlant  with  Obje&s  that  excite  either  PalTion, 
the  lefs  we  are  dHturb'd  by  them,  and  thofeto 
whom  all  thefe  Scenes  and  Tones  are  byCuitom 
made  familiar,  they  make  little  Impreinon  upon. 


fpare  it  themfelves.  How 
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The  only  thing  the  induftrious  Beggar  has  left 
to  conquer  thofe  fortified  Hearts,  if  he  can 
walk  either  with  or  without  Crutches,  is  to 
follow  clofe,  and  with  uninterrupted  Noife 
teaze  and  importune  them,  to  try  if  he  can 
make  them  buy  their  Peace.  Thus  thoufands, 
give  Money  to  Beggars  from  the  fame  Motive 
as  they  pay  their  Corn-cutter,  to  walk  eafy. 
And  many  a  Half-penny  is  given  to  impudent 
and  defignedly  perfecuting  Kafcals,  whom,  if 
it  could  be  done  handfomly,  a  Man  would  cane 
with  much  greater  Satisfaction.  Yet  all  this  by 
the  Courtefy  of  the  Country  is  caird  Charity. 

The  Reverfe  of  Pity  is  Malice :  I  have  fpoke 
of  it  where  I  treat  of  Envy.  Thofe  who  know 
what  it  is  to  examine  themfelves,  will  foon 
own  that  it  is  very  difficult  to  trace  the  Root 
and  Origin  of  this  Paffion.  It  is  one  of  thofe 
we  are  mod  alhamed  of,  and  therefore  the 
hurtful  part  of  it  is  eafily  fubdued  and  correct- 
ed by  a  Judicious  Education.  When  any  body 
near  us  Humbles,  it  is  natural  even  before 
Reflection  to  itretch  out  our  Hands  to  hinder 
or  at  leafl  break  the  Fall,  which  fliews  that 
whilft  we  are  Calm  we  are  rather  bent  to  Pity, 
But  tho'  Malice  by  it  felf  is  little  to  be  fear  d, 
yet  aflifted  with  Pride,  it  is  often  mifchievous, 
and  becomes  moll  terrible  when  egg'd  on  and 
heightend  by  Anger.  There  is  nothing  that 
more  readily  or  more  effectually  extinguilhes 
Pity  than  this  Mixture,  which  is'caU'd  Cruelty: 
From  whence  we  may  learn  that  to  perform  a 

U  3  meri- 


Digitized  b 


r 


»P4         'An  Etfay  on  Chdrity 

meritorious  Aftion,  it  is  not  fiifficiefit  barely  to 
conquer  a  Paffion  tinlefs  it  likewife  be  done 
from  a  laudable  Principle,  and  confequen'tly 
how  neceflary  that  Claufe  was  in  the  Definition 
of  Virtue,  that  our  Endeavours  were  to  pro- 
ceed from  a  rational  Ambition  of  being  Good. 

Pity,  as  I  have  faid  fomewhere  elfe,  is  thfe 
moft  amiable  of  all  our  Paffions,  and  there  are 
not  manyOccafions  on  which  we  ought  to  con- 
quer or  curb  it.  A  Surgeon  may  be  as  cofnpaf- 
iionate  as  he  pleafes,  fo  it  does  not  make  him  o- 
mit  or  forbear  to  perform  what  he  ought  to  do. 
Judges  likewife  and  Juries  may  be  influfeftc'd 
with  Pity,  if  they  take  care  that  plain  Laws 
and  juftice  it  felf  are  not  infringed  and  do  not 
fuffer  by  it.  No  Pity  does  more  Mifchief  in 
the  World  than  what  is  excited  by  the  Tender- 
nefs  of  Parents,  and  hinders  them  from  mana- 
ging their  Children  as  their  rational  Love  to 
them  would  require,  and  themfelves  could  wilh 
it.  The  Sway  likewife  which  this  Paffion  bears 
in  the  Affe&ioris  of  Women  is  more  conlidera- 
ble  than  is  commonly  imagined,  and  they  daily 
commit  Faults  that  are  altogether  afcribed  to 
Luft,  and  yet  are  in  a  great  meafure  owing  to 
Pity. 

What  I  named  laftis  not  thfe  only  Paffion  that 
rtiocks  and  r efembles  Charity ;  Pride  and  Va- 
nity have  built  more  Hofpitals  than  all  the  Vir- 
tues together.  Men  are  fo  tenacious  of  their 
PofTeffions,  and  Selfiflmefs  is  fo  riveted  in  our 
Nature,  that  whoever  cafl  but  any  ways  con^ 
-  quer 
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ijuer  it  fhall  have  the  Applaufe  of  the  Publick, 
and  all  the  Encouragement  imaginable  to  con- 
ceal his  Frailty  and  footh  any  other  Appetite  he 
fhall  have  a  mind  to  indulge.  The  Man  that 
fupplies  with  his  private  Fortune,  what  the 
whole  mult  otherwife  have  provided  for,  obli- 
ges every  Member  of  the  Society,  and  there- 
fore all  the  World  are  ready  to  pay  him  their 
Acknowledgment,  and  think  themlelves  in  Du- 
ty bound  to  pronounce  all  fuch  Aftions  virtuous, 
without  examining  or  fo  much  as  looking  into 
the  Motives  from  which  they  were  perform'd. 
Nothing  is  more  deftru&ive  to  Virtue  or  Reli- 
gion it  felf,  than  to  make  Men  believe  that 
giving  Money  to  the  Poor,  tho'  they  fliould  not 
part  with  it  till  after  Death,  will  make  a  full 
Atonement  in  the  next  World,  for  the  Sins 
they  have  committed  in  this.  A  Villain  who 
has  been  guilty  of  a  barbarous  Murder  may  by 
the  help  of  falfe  Witneflcs  efcape  the  Puniih- 
ment  he  deferv'd :  He  profpcrs,  well  fay,  heaps 
up  great  Wealth,  and  by  the  Advice  of  his  Fa- 
ther ConfefTor  leaves  all  his  Eltate  to  a  Mona- 
ftery,  ,  and  his  Children  Beggars.  What  fine 
Amends  has  this  good  Chriltian  made  for  his 
Crime,  and  what  an  honeft  Man  was  the  Prieit 
who  direfted  his  Confcience?  He  who  parts 
With  all  he  has  in  his  Life-time,  whatever 
Principle  he  z&s  from,  only  gives  away  what 
was  his  own ;  but  the  rich  Miier  who  refufes 
to  aflift  his  neareft  Relations  whilft  he  is  alive, 
tho'  they  never  defignedly  difobligcd  him,  and 
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difpofcs  of  his  Money  for  what  we  call  Cha- 
ritable Ul'es  after  his  Death,  may  imagine  of  his 
Goodnefs  what  he  pleafes,  but  he  robbs  his  Po- 
fterity.  I  am  now  thinking  of  a  late  Inftance 
of  Cnarity,  a  prodigious  Gift,  that  has  made  a 
great  Noiie  in  the  World:  I  have  a  mind  to 
let  it  in  the  Light  I  think  it  deferves,  and  beg 
leave,  for  once  to  pleafe  Pedants,  to  treat  it 
fomewhat  Rhetorically. 

That  a  Man  with  fmall  Skill  in  Phyfick  and 
hardly  any  Learning,  fliould  by  vile  Arts  get 
into  Practice,  and  lay  up  great  Wealth,  is  no 
mighty  wonder ;  but  that  he  lliould  fo  deeply 
work  himfelf  into  the  good  Opinion  of  the 
World  as  to  gain  the  general  Elteem  of  a  Na- 
tion, and  eftablilh  a  Reputation  beyond  all  his 
Contemporaries  with  no  other  qualities  but  a 
perfect  Knowledge  of  Mankind,  and  a  Capacity 
of  making  the  molt  of  it,  is  fomething  extraor- 
dinary. If  a  Man  arrived  to  fuch  a  height  of 
Glory  fliould  be  almoft  di {traded  with  Pride, 
fometimes  give  his  attendance  on  a  Servant  or 
any  mean  Perfon  for  nothing,  and  at  the  fame 
time  neglecft  a  Nobleman  that  gives  exorbitant 
Fees,  at  other  times  refufc  to  leave  his  Bottle  for 
his  Bufinefs  without  any  regard  to  the  Quality 
of  the  Perfons  that  fent  for  him,  or  the  Danger 
they  are  in:  If  he  fliould  be  furly  and  morofe, 
affeft  to  be  an  Humoriit,  treat  his  Patients  like 
Dogs,  tho'  People  of  DifWiion,  and  value  no 
Man  but  what  would  deify  him,  and  never  call 
in  queflion  the  certainty  of  his  Oracles :  If  he 
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fhould '  infult  all  the  World,  affront  the  fir  ft. 
Nobility,  and  extend  his  Infolence  even  to  the 
Royal  Family :  If  to  maintain  as  well  as  to  in- 
creafe  the  Fame  of  his  Sufficiency,  he  fhould 
fcorn  to  confult  with  his  Betters  on  what  emer- 
gency foever,  look  down  with  contempt  on  the 
molt  deferving  of  his  Profeflion,  and  never  con- 
fer with  any  other  Phyfician  but  what  will  pay 
homage  to  his  Superior  Genius,  creep  to  his 
Humour,  and  never  approach  him  but  with  all 
the  flavifli  Obfequioufnefs  a  Court  Flatterer  can 
treat  a  Prince  with :  If  a  Man  in  his  life-time 
fhould  difcover  on  the  one  hand  fuch  manifeft 
Symptoms  of  Superlative  Pride,  and  an  infatia- 
ble  greedinefs  after  Wealth  at  the  fame  time, 
and  on  the  other  no  regard  to  Religion  or  Af- 
feftion  to  his  Kindred,  no  Companion  to  the 
Poor,  and  hardly  any  Humanity  to  his  Fellow 
Creatures ;  if  he  gave  no  proofs  that  he  lov'd 
his  Country,  had  a  Publick  Spirit,  or  was  a  lover, 
of  Arts,  of  Books  or  of  Literature,  what  tmift. 
we  judge  of  his  Motive,  the  Principle  he  acted 
from,  when  after  his  Death  we  find  that  he  has 
left  a  Trifle  among  his  Relations  who  (tood  in 
need  of  it,  and  an  immenfe  Trcafure  to  an  Uni- 
verfity  that  did  not  want  it. 

Let  a  Man  be  as  charitable  as  it  is  pofjible 
for  him  to  be  without  forfeiting  his  Reafon  or 
good  Senfe ;  can  he  think  oilier  wife,  but  that 
this  famous  Phyfician  did  in  the  making  of  his 
Wiil,  as  in  every  thing  elfe,  indulge  his  darling 
Pa  (lion,  entertaining  his  Vanity  with  the  Hap- 
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pinefs  of  the  Contrivance  ?  When  he  thought 
on  the  Monuments  and  Infcriptions,  with  all  the 
Sacrifices  of  Praife  that  would  be  made  to  him, 
and  above  all  the  yearly  Tribute  of  Thanks, 
of  Reverence  and  Veneration  that  would  be 
paid  to  his  Memory  with  fo  much  Pomp  and 
Solemnity ;  when  he  confider'd,  how  in  all  thefe 
Performances  Wit  and  Invention  would  be 
rack'd,  Art  and  Eloquence  ranfack'd  to  find 
out  Encomiums  fuitable  to  the  Publick  Spirit, 
the  Munificence  and  the  Dignity  of  the  Bene- 
factor, and  the  artful  Gratitude  of  the  Recei- 
vers ;  when  he  thought  on,  I  fay,  and  confider'd 
thefe  Things,  it  mud  have  thrown  his  ambi- 
tious Soul  into  vaft  Ecftafies  of  Pleafure,  efpe- 
cially  when  he  ruminated  on  the  Duration  of  his 
Glory,  and  the  Perpetuity  he  would  by  this 
Means  procure  to  his  Name.  Charitable  Opi- 
nions are  often  ftupidly  falfe ;  When  Men  are 
dead  and  gone,  we  ought  to  judge  of  their 
Aftions,  as  we  do  of  Books,  and  neither  wrong 
their  Undet  (landing  nor  our  own.  The  Britijh 
Efiulaf  ius  was  undeniably  a  Man  of  Senfe,  and 
if  he  had  been  influenc'd  by  Charity,  a  Publick 
Spirit,  of  the  Love  of  Learning,  and  had  aim'd 
at  the  Good  of  Mankind  in  general,  or  that  of 
his  own  Profeflion  in  particular,  and  aded  from 
any  of  thefe  Principles,  he  could  never  have 
madefuch  a  Will;  becaufe  fo  much  Wealth 
jnight  have  been  better  managed,  and  a  Man 
df  much  lefs  Capacity  would  have  found  out 
feveral  better  Ways  of  laying  out  the  Money. 

But 
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But  if  we  confider,  that  he  was  as  undeniably  a 
Man  of  vait  Pride,  as  he  was  a  Man  of  Senfe, 
and  give  our  felves  leave  only  to  furmife,  that 
this  extraordinary  Gift  might  have  proceeded 
frodi  fuch  a  Motive,  we  fliall  prefently  difcover 
the  Excellency  of  his  Parts,  and  his  confum- 
mate  Knowledge  of  the  World ;  for,  if  a  Man 
would  render  himfelf  immortal,  be  ever  prais'd 
and  deify'd  after  his  Death,  and  have  all  the 
Acknowledgment,  the  Honours,  and  Compli- 
ments paid  to  his  Memory,  that  Vain-Glory 
her  felt  could  wifli  for,  I  don't  think  it  in  human 
Skill  to  invent  a  more  effe&ual  Method.  Had 
he  followed  Arms,  behaved  himfelf  in  five  and 
twenty  Sieges,  and  as  many  Battles,  with  the 
Brayery  of  an  Alexander,  and  expofed  his  Life 
and  Limbs  to  all  the  Fatigues  and  Dangers  of 
War  for  fifty  Campaigns  together ;  or  devoting 
himfelf  to  tne  Mufes,  facrifie'd  his  Pleafure*  his 
Reft  and  his  Health  to  Literature,  and  ibent 
all  his  Days  in  a  laborious  Study,  and  the  Toils 
of  Learning;  or  elfe  abandoning  all  worldly 
Intereft,  excelled  in  Probity,  Temperance*  and 
Aufterity  of  Life,  and  ever  trod  in  the  ftrideft 
Path  ot  Virtue,  he  would  not  fo  effectually 
have  provided  for  the  Eternity  of  his  Name,  as 
after  a  voluptuous  Life,  and  the  luxurious  Gra- 
tification or  his  Paflions,  he  has  now  dbrie  With- 
out any  Trouble  or  Self-Denial,  only  by  the 
Choice  in  the  Difpofal  of  his  Money*  when  he 
was forcd  to  leave  It, 
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A  rich  Mifer,  who  is  thoroughly  felfifh,  and 
would  receive  the  Intereft  of  his  Money  even 
after  his  Death,  has  nothing  elfe  to  do  than  to 
defraud  his  Relations,  and  leave  his  Eftate  to 
fome  famous  Univeriity:  they  are  the  belt  Mar- 
kets to  buy  Immortality  at  with  little  Merit;  in 
them  Knowledge,  Wit,  and  Penetration  are 
the  Growth,  I  had  almoit  faid,  .  the  Manu- 
facture of  the  Place;  There  Men  are  pro- 
foundly skill'd  in  Human  Nature,  and  know 
what  it  is  their  Benefactors  want ;  and  there  ex- 
traordinary Bounties  lhall  always  meet  with  an 
extraordinary  Recompence,  and  the  Meafure  of 
the  Gift  is  ever  the  Standard  of  their  Praifes,. 
whether  the  Donor  be  a  Phylician  or  a  Tinker, 
when  once  the  living  Witneifes  that  might  laugh 
at  them  are  extinct.  I  can  never  think  on  the: 
Anniverfarv  of  the  Thankfgiving-Day  decreed 
to  a  great  Man,  but  it  puts  me  in  mind  of  the 
miraculous  Cures,  and  other  furprizing  Things: 
that  will  be  faid  of  him  hundred  Years  hence, 
and  I  dare  prognolticate,  that  before  the  End 
of  the  prefent  Century,  he  will  have  Stories 
forg  d  in  his  Favour,  (for  Rhetoricians  are 
never  upon  Oath)  that  lhall  be  as  fabulous 
at  leaft  as  any  Legends  of  the  Saints.       .  . 

Of  all  this  our  fubtle  Benefaftor  was  not 
ignorant,  he  under ftood  Univerfities,  their  Ge- 
nius, and  their  Politicks,  and  from  thence  fore- 
law  and  knew  that  the  Incenfe  to  be  offer'd 
to  him  would  not  ceafe  with  the  prefent  or 
few  fucceeding  Generations,  and  that  it  would 
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-not  only  for  the  trifling  Space  of  three  or 
four  hundred  Years,  but  that  it  would  continue 
to  be  paid  to  him  through  all  Changes  and 
Revolutions  of  Government  and  Religion,  as 
long  as  the  Nation  fubfifts*  and  the  liland  it 
felr  remains. 

It  is  deplorable  that  the  Proud  fliould  have 
fuch  Temptations  to  wrong  their  Lawful  Heirs : 
For  when  a  Man  in  eafe  and  affluence,  brim- 
full  of  Vain-glory,  and  humour'din  his  Pride  by 
the  greateft  of  a  Polite  Nation,  has  fuch  an  infal- 
lible Security  in  Petto  for  an  Everlafling  Ho- 
mage and  Adoration  to  his  Manes  to  be  paid  in 
fuch  an  extraordinary  manner,  he  is  like  a 
Hero  in  Battle,  who  in  feafting  on  his  own 
Imagination  taftes  all  the  Felicity  of  Enthufi- 
afm.  It  buoys  him  up  in  Sicknefs,  relieves  him 
in  Pain,  and  either  guards  him  againft  or  keeps 
from  his  View  all  the  Terrors  of  Death,  and  the 
moll  difmal  Apprchenfions  of  Futurity. 
:  Should  it  be  faid  that  to  be  thusCenforious, 
and  look  into  Matters,  and  Mens  Confciences 
with  that  Nicety,  will  difcourage  People  from 
laying  out  their  Money  this  way ;  and  that  let 
the  Money  and  the  Motive  of  the  Donor  be 
what  they  will,  he  that  receives  the  Benefit  is 
the  Gainer,  I  would  not  difown  the  Charge,  but 
am  of  Opinion,  that  it  is  no  Injury  to  the  Pub- 
lick,  fhould  one  prevent  Men  from  crowding 
too  much  Treafure  into  the  Dead  Stock  of  the 
Kingdom.  There  ought  to  be  a  vait  difpro- 
portion  between  the  Adive  and  Unadftive  part 
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of  the  Society  to  make  it  Hapoy,  and  where 
this  is  not  regarded  the  multitude  of  Gifts  and 
Endowments  may  foon  he  exceffive  and  detri- 
mental to  a  Nation.   Charity,  where  it  is  too 
extenfive,  feldom  fails  of  promoting  Sloth  and 
Idlenefs,  and  is  good  for  little  in  the  Common- 
wealth but  to  breed  Drones  and  deftroy  Indu- 
ftry.   The  more  Colleges  and  Alms-houfes  you 
build  the  more  you  may.  The  firft  Founders  and 
Benefactors  may  have  juft  and  good  Intentions, 
and  would  perhaps  for  their  own  Reputation* 
feem  to  Labour  tor  the  moft  laudable  Purpofes, 
but  the  Executors  of  thofe  Wills,  the  Governours 
that  come  after  them,  have  quite  other  Views,and 
we  feldom  fee  Charities  long  applied  as  it  was 
firft  intended  they  fliould  be.    I  have  no 
defign  that  is  Cruel,  nor  the  leafl  aim  that  fa- 
vours of  Inhumanity.   To  have  fuffacient  Hof- 
pitals  for  Sick  and  W  ounded  I  look  upon  as  an 
indifpenfible  Duty  both  in  Peace  and  War: 
Young  Children  without  Parents,  Old  Age 
without  Support,  and  aU  that  are  difabled  from 
Working,  ought  to  be  taken  care  of  with  Ten- 
dernefs  and  Alacrity.    But  as  on  the  one  hand  I 
would  have  none  ncglefted  that  are  helplefs, 
and  really  neceflltous  without  being  wanting 
to  themfelves,  fo  on  the  other  I  would  not 
encourage  Beggary  or  Lazinefs  in  the  Poor: 
All  fliould  be  let  to  Work  that  are  any  ways 
able,  and  Scrutinies  fhould  be  made  even  among 
the  Infirm :  Employments  might  be  found  out 
for  moft  of  our  Lame,  and  many  that  are  unfit 
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for  hard  Labour,  as  well  as  the  Blind,  as  long 
as  their  Health  and  Strength  would  allow  of  it. 
What  I  have  now  under  Confideration  leads  me 
naturally  to  that  kind  of  Diftra&ion  the  Nation 
has  labour'd  under  for  fome  time,  the  Enthu- 
fiaflick  Paffion  for  Charity-Schools. 

The  generality  are  fo  bewitch'd  with  the 
Ufefulnete  and  Excellency  of  them,  that  who- 
ever dares  openly  oppoie  them  is  in  danger  of 
being  Stoned  by  the  Rabble.  Children  that  are 
taught  the  Principles  of  Religion  and  can  read 
the  Word  of  God,  have  a  greater  opportunity 
to  improve  in  Virtue  and  good  Morality,  and 
mull  certainly  be  more  civiliz'd  than  others, 
that  are  fuffer  d  to  run  at  random  and  have  no 
body  to  look  after  diem.  How  perverfe  mull 
be  the  Judgment  of  thofe,  who  would  not 
rather  fee  Children  decently  drefs'd,  with  clean 
Linnen  at  leaft  once  a  Week,  that  in  an  order- 
ly manner  follow  their  Mafter  to  Church,  than 
in  every  open  place  meet  with  a  Company  of 
Black-Guards  without  Shirts  or  any  thing  whole 
about  them,  that  infenfible  of  their  Mifery  are 
continually  encreafing  it  with  Oaths  and  Impre- 
cations !  Can  any  one  doubt  but  thefe  are  the 
great  nurfery  of  Thieves  and  Pick-pockets  ? 
What  Numbers  of  Felons  and  other  Criminals 
have  we  Tried  and  Convi&ed  every  Seflions ! 
This  will  be  prevented  by  Charity-Schools,  . 
and  when  the  Children  of  the  Poor  receive  a 
better  Education,  the  Society  will  in  a  few 
Years  reap  the  Benefit  of  it,  and  the  Nation  be 
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clear'd  of  fo  many  Mifcreants  as  now  this  great 
City  and  all  the  Country  about  it  are  fill'd 
with. 

This  is  the  general  Cry,  and  he  that  fpeaks 
the  lead  Word  againft  it,  an  Uncharitable,  Hard- 
hearted and  Inhuman,  if  not  a  Wicked,  Pro- 
phane  and  Atheiftical  Wretch.  As  to  the  Com- 
linefs  of  the  Sight,  no  body  diiputes  it,  but  I 
would  not  have  a  Nation  pay  too  dear  for  fo 
tranfient  a  Pleafure,  and  if  we  might  fet  afide 
the  finery  of  the  Shew,  every  thing  that  is 
material  in  this  Popular  Oration  might  foon  be 
anfwer'd. 

As  to  Religion,  the  moft  knowing  and  po- 
lite Part  of  a  Nation  have  every  where  the  leaft 
of  it ;  Craft  has  a  greater  Hand  in  making 
Rogues  than  Stupidity,  and  Vice  in  general  is 
no  where  more  predominant  than  where  Arts 
and  Sciences  flourifh.  Ignorance  is,  to  a  Pro- 
verb, counted  to  be  the  Mother  of  Devotion, 
and  it  is  certain  that  we  lhall  find  Innocence 
and  Honefty  no  where  more  general  than  among 
the  moft  illiterate,  the  poor  filly  Country  People. 
The  next  to  be  confider'd,  are  the  Manners 
and  Civility  that  by  Charity-Schools  are  to  be 
grafted  into  the  Poor  of  the  Nation.  I  confefs 
that  in  my  Opinion  to  be  in  any  degree  poflefs'd 
of  what  1  named  is  a  frivolous  if  not  a  hurtful 
Quality,  at  leall  nothing  islefs  requifite  in  the 
Laborious  Poor.  It  is  not  Compliments  we. 
want  of  them,  but  their  Work  and  Aftiduity. 
But  I  give  up  this  Article  with  all  my  Heart, 
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good  manners  we'll  fay  are  ncceflfary  to  all 
People,  but  which  way  will  they  be  furniflied 
with  them  in  a  Charity-School.  Boys  there 
may  be  taught  to  pull  off  their  Caps  promifcu- 
oully  to  all  they  meet,  unlefs  it  be  a  Beggar : 
But  that  they  lhould  acquire  in  it  any  Civility 
beyond  that  I  can't  conceive. 

The  Mafter  is  not  greatly  qualify 'd,  as  may 
be  guefled  by  his  Salary,  and  if  he  could  teach 
them  Manners,  he  has  not  time  for  it :  Whiltt 
they  are  at  School  they  are  either  learning  or 
faying  their  Leflbn  to  him,  or  employed  in 
Writing  or  Arithmetick,  and  as  foon  as  School 
is  done,  they  are  as  much  at  Liberty  as  other 
Poor  Peoples  Children.  It  is  Precept  and  *the 
Example  of  Parents,  and  thofe  they  Eat,  Drink 
and  Converfe  with,  that  have  an  Influence  upon 
the  Minds  of  Children :  Reprobate  Parents  that 
take  111  Couxfes  and  are  regardlefs  to  their 
Cnildren,  won't  have  a  mannerly  civilized  OfF- 
fpring  tho'  they  went  to  a  Charity-School  till 
they  were  Married.  The  honeft  pains-taking 
People,  be  they  never  fo  poor,  if  they  have  any 
notion  of  Goodnefs  and  Decency  themfelves, 
will  keep  their  Children  in  awe;  and  never  fuflfer 
them  to  rake  about  the  Streets,  and  lie  out  a- 
nights.  Thofe  who  will  work  themfelves,  and 
have  any  command  over  their  Children,  will 
make  them  do  fomething  ot  other  that  turns 
.to  Profit  as  foon  as  they  are  able,  be  it  never 
lb  little ;  and  fuch  as  are  fo  Ungovernable,  that 
neither  Words  or  Blows  can  work  upon  them, 
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no  Charity-School  will  mend :  Nay,  Experience 
teaches  us,  that  among  the  Charity-Boys  there 
are  abundance  o£  bad  ones  that  Swear  and  Curfe 
about,  and,  bar  the  Cloaths,  are  as  much  Black- 
guard as  ever  Tower-hill  or  St.  James's  produced. 

I  am  now  come  to  the  enormous  Crimes,  and 
vaft  Multitude  of  Malefadors,  that  are  all  laid 
upon  the  want  of  this  notable  Education.  That 
abundance  of  Thefts  and  Robberies  are  daily 
committed  in  and  about  the  City,  and  great 
numbers  yearly  fuffer  Death  for  thofe  Crimes,  is 
undeniable :  But  becaufe  this  is  ever  hooked  in 
when  the  Ufefulnefs  of  Charity-Schools  is  called 
in  Queftion,  as  if  there  was  no  difpute,  but  they 
would  in  a  great  meafure  remedy,  and  in  time 
prevent  thofe  Diforders,  I  intend  to  examine 
into  the  real  Caufes  of  thefe  Mifchiefs  fo  jullly 
complained  of,  and  doubt  not  but  to  make  it 
appear  that  Charity-Schools,  and  every  thing 
elfe  that  promotes  Idlenefs,  and  keeps  the  Poor 
from  Working,  are  more  Acceflary  to  the 
growth  of  Villany,  than  the  want  of  Reading 
and  Writing,  or  even  the  grofleft  Ignorance  and 
Stupidity. 

Here  I  muft  interrupt  my  felf  to  obviate  the 
Clamours  of  fome  impatient  People,  who  upon 
Reading  of  what  I  faid  lalt  will  cry  out  that, 
far  from  encouraging  Idlenefs,  they  bring  up 
their  Charity-Children  to  Handicrafts,  as  well 
as  Trades,  and  all  manner  of  Honeft  Labour. 
I  promife  them  that  I  fliall  take  notice  of 
that  hereafter,  and  anfwer  it  without  Itifling 
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the  lead  thing  that  can  be  faid  in  their  Be- 
half. 

In  a  populous  City  it  is  not  difficult  for  a 
young  Kafcal,  that  has  puftied  himfelf  into  a 
Crowd,  with  a  fmall  Hand  and  nimble  Fingers 
to  whip  away  a  Handkerchief  or  a  Snuff-Box 
from  a  Man  who  is  thinking  on  Bufinefs,  and 
regardlefs  of  his  Pocket.   Succefs  in  fmall 
Crimes  feldom  fails  of  ufliering  in  greater,  and 
he  that  picks  Pockets  with  impunity  at  twelve, 
is  likely  to  be  a  Houfe-breaker  at  lixteen,  and 
a  thorough-paced  Villain  long  before  he  is 
twenty.   Thofe  who  are  Cautious  as  well  as 
Bold,  and  no  Drunkards,  may  do  a  world  of 
Mifchief  before  they  are  difcovered ;  and  this 
is  one  of  the  greateft  Inconveniencies  of  fuch 
vaft  over-grown  Cities  as  London  or  "Paris,  that 
they  harbour  Rogues  and  Villains  as  Granaries 
do  Vermin ;  they  afford  a  perpetual  Ihelter  to 
the  worft  of  People,  and  are  places  of  Safety  to 
Thoufahds  of  Criminals,  wno  daily  commit 
Thefts  and  Burglaries,  and  yet  by  often  chang- 
ing their  places  of  Abode,  may  conceal  them- 
felves  for  many  Years,  and  will  ^perhaps  for  ever 
efcape  the  hands  of  Juftice,unlefs  by  chance  they 
are  apprehended  in  a  Faft.   And  when  they 
are  taken,  the  Evidences  perhaps  want  clearnefs 
or  are  otherwife  inefficient,  the  Depofitions 
are  not  ftrong  enough,  Juries  and  often  Judges 
are  touched  with  Compaffion ;  Profecutors  tho' 
vigorous  at  firft  often  relent  before  the  time  of 
Tryal  comes  on  :  Few  Men  prefer  the  publick 
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Safety  to.  theit  own  Eafe ;  a  Man  of  Good-na- 
ture is  not  eafily  reconcil'd  with  the  taking  away 
of  another  Man'aLife,  tho'  he  has  deferved  the 
Gallows.  To  be  the  caufe  of  any  one's  Death* 
tho'  Juftice  requires  it,  is  what  molt  People  are 
flartled  at,  efpccially  Men  of  Confcience  and 
Probity,  when  they  want  Judgmfent  or  Refolu-* 
tion  f  as  this  is  the  reafonthatThoufands  efcape 
that  deferve  to  be  Capitally  Punilhed,  fo  it  is 
likewife  the  caufe  that  there  are  fo  many  Offen- 
ders, who  boldly  venture  in  hopes,  that  if  they 
are  taken  they  fttall  have  the  fame  good  For- 
tune of  getting  off. 

But  if  Men  did  imagine  and  were  fully  per- 
fuaded*  that  as  furely  as  they  committed  a 
Fad  that  deferved  Hanging,  fo  furely  they 
would  be  Hanged,  Executions  would  be  very 
rare,  and  the  moll  defperate  Felon  would  al- 
moft  as  foon  hang  himfelf  as  he  would  break 
open  a  Houfe*  To  be  Stupid  and  Ignorant  is 
feldom  the  Gharafter  of  a  Thief.  Robberies 
on  the  High-way  and  other  bold  Crimes  are 
generally  perpetrated  by  Rogues  of  Spirit  and 
a  Genius,  and  Villains  of  any  Fame  are  com- 
monly fubtle  cunning  Fellows,  that  are  well 
vers'd  in  the  Method  of  Tryals,  and  acquainted 
With  every  Quirk  in  the  Law  that  can  be  of 
Ufe  to  them,  that  overlook  not  the  fmalleft 
Flaw  in  an  Indi&ment,  and  know  how  tQ 
make  an  Advantage  of  the  leaft  flip  of  an  Evi- 
dence and  every  thing  elfe,  that  can  ferve  their 
turn  to  bring  them  off. 
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It  is  a  mighty  Saying,  that  it  is  better  that 
five  hundred  Guilty  People  ihould  efcape,  than 
that  one  Innocent  Perfon  Ihould  fuffer :  This 
Maxim  is  only  true  as  to  Futurity,  and  in  rela- 
tion to  another  World ;  but  it  is  very  falle  in 
regard  to  the  Temporal  Welfare  of  the  Society. 
It  is  a  terrible  thing  a  Man  ihould  be  put  to  ' 
Death  for  a  Crime  ne  is  not  Guilty  of ;  yet  fo 
oddly  Circumftances  may  meet  in  the  infinite 
variety  of  Accidents,  that  it  is  poflible  it  ihould 
come  to  pafs,  all  the  Wifdom  that  Judges,  and 
Confcientioufnefs  that  juries  may  be  poiTefs'd 
of,  notwithftanding.   But  where  Men  endea- 
vour to  avoid  this  with  all  the  Care  and  Pre* 
caution  human  Prudence  is  able  to  take,  Ihould 
fuch  a  Misfortune  happen  perhaps  once  or  twice 
in  half  a  fcore  Years,  on  Condition  that  all  that 
time  Juftice  fliould  be  Adminiflred  with  all  the 
Stricinefs  and  Severity,  and  not  one  Guilty 
Perfon  fuffered  to  Efcape  with  Impunity;  it 
would  be  a  vaft  Advantage  to  a  Nation,  not 
only  as  to  the  fecuring;  of  every  ones  Property 
and  the  Peace  of  the  bociety  in  general,  but  it 
would  likewife  fave  the  Lives  of  Hundreds,  if 
not  Thoufands,  of  Neceffitous  Wretches,  that 
are  daily  hanged  for  Trifles,  and  one  would 
never  have  attempted  any  thing  againlt  the 
Law,  or  at  leaft  not  have  ventured  on  Capital 
Crimes,  if  the  hopes  of  getting  off,  ihould  they 
be  taken,  had  not  been  one  of  the  Motives  that 
animated  their  Refolution.   Therefore  where 
thfe  Laws  are  plain  and  fevere,all  the  remifnefs 
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in  the  Execution  of  them,  Lenity  of  Juries  and 
frequency  of  Pardons  are  in  the  main  a  much 
greater  Cruelty  to  a  populous  State  or  King- 
dom, than  the  ufe  of  Racks  and  the  moft  ex- 
quifite  Torments. 

Another  great  Caufe  of  thofe  Evils  is  to  be 
look'd  for  in  the  want  of  Precaution  in  thofeth  at 
are  robbed,  and  the  many  Temptations  that  are 
given.  Abundance  of  Families  are  very  remifs 
in  looking  after  the  Safety  of  their  Houfes,fome 
are  Robbed  by  the  carelefnefs  of  Servants, 
others  for  having  grudg'd  the  price  of  Bars  and 
Shutters.  Brafs  and  Pewter  are  ready  Money, 
they  are  every  where  about  the  Houfe ;  Plate 
pernaps  and  Money  are  better  fecured,  but  an 
ordinary  Lock  is  loon  opened,  when  once  a 
Rogue  is  got  in. 

It  is  manifeft  then  that  many  different  Caufes 
concur,  and  feveral  fcarce  avoidable  Evils  con- 
tribute to  the  misfortune  of  being  pefter'd  with 
Pilferers,  Thieves,  and  Rohbers,  which  all 
Countries  ever  were  and  ever  will  be,  more 
or  lefs,  in  and  near  confiderable  Towns,  more 
efpecially  vaft  and  overgrown  Cities.  Tis 
Opportunity  makes  the  Thief ;  Carelefnefs  and 
negleft  in  faftning  Doors  and  Windows,  the 
exceflive  Tendernefs  of  Juries  and  Profecutors, 
the  fmall  difficulty  of  getting  a  Reprieve  and 
frequency  of  Pardons,  but  above  all  the  many 
Examples  of  thofe,  who  are  known  to  be  Guilty, 
are  deftitute  both  qf  Friends  and  Money,  and 
yet  by  impofmg  on  the  Jury,  Baffling  the 
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Witnefles,  or  other  Tricks  and  Stratagems,  find 
out  means  to  efcape  the  Gallows.  Thefe  are 
all  ftrong  Temptations  that  confpire  to  draw 
in  the  Neceflitous,  who  want  Principle  and  E- 
ducation. 

To  thefe  you  may  add  as  Auxiliaries  to  Mif- 
chief,  an  habit  of  Sloth  and  Idlenefs  and  ftrong 
averfion  to  Labour  and  Afliduity,  which  all 
Young  People  will  contraft  that  are  not  brought 
up  to  downright  Working,  or  at  leaft  kept 
employ 'd  moft  Days  in  the  Week,  and  the 
greatelt  part  of  the  Day.  All  Children  that  are 
Idle,  even  the  beft  of  either  Sex,  are  bad  Com- 
pany to  one  another  whenever  they  meet. 

It  is  then  not  the  want  of  Reading  and  W  riting, 
but  the  concurrence  and  a  complication  of  more 
fubftantisl  Evils  that  are  the  perpetual  nurfery 
of  abandoned  Profligates  in  great  and  opulent 
Nations;  and  whoever  would  accufe  Ignorance, 
Stupidity,  and  Daftardnefs,  as  the  firft,  and  what 
Phyficitas  call  the  Procatartic  Caufe,  let  him 
examine  into  the  Lives,  and  narrowly  infpeft 
the  Converfations  and  Aftions  of  ordinary 
Rogues  and  our  common  Felons,  and  he  will 
find  the  reverfe  to  be  true,  and  that  the  blame 
ought  rather  to-  be  laid  on  the  exceflive  Cun- 
ning and  Subtlety,  and  too  much  Knowledge 
in  general,  whicn  the  worft  of  Mifcreants  and 
the  Scum  of  the  Nation  are  poffeffed  of. 

Human  Nature  is  every  where  the  fame: 
Genius,  Wit  and  Natural  Parts  are  always 
fliarpened  by  Application,  and  may  be  as  much 

X  4  in* 


Digitized  by 


)  i  %  An  Ejjay  on  Charity 

improved  in  the  pra&ice  of  themeaneftVillany* 
as  they  can  in  the  exercife  of  Induftry  or  the 
moft  Heroic  Virtue.  There  is  no  Station  of 
Life,  where  Pride,  Emulation  and  the  love  of 
Glory  may  not  be  difplayed.  A  young  Pick- 
pocket that  makes  a  jell  of  his  Angry  Profeeu- 
tor,  and  dextroufly  wheedles  the  old  juftice 
into  an  Opinion  of  his  Innocence,  is  envied  by 
his  Equals  and  admired  by  all  the  Fraternity. 
Rogues  have  the  fame  Paffions  to  gratify  as 
other  Men,  and  value  themfelves  /on  their  Ho- 
nour and  Faithfulnefs  to  one  another,  their 
Courage,  Intrepidity  and  other  manly  Virtues, 
as  well  as  People  of  better  Profeffions ;  and  in 
daring  Enterprizes,  the  Resolution  of  a  Robber 
may  be  as  much  fupported  by  his  Pride,  as  that 
of  an  Honeft  Soldier,  who  Fights  for  his 
Country. 

,  The  Evils  then  we  complain  of  are  owing  to 
quite  other  Caufes  than  what  we  affign  for 
them.  Men  muft  be  very  havering  in  their 
Sentiments,  if  not  inconfiftent  with  themfelves, 
that  at  one  time  will  uphold  Knowledge  and 
Learning  to  be  the  moft  proper  means  to  pro- 
mote Religion,  and  defend  at  another  that  Ig- 
norance is  the  Mother  of  Devotion. 

But  if  the  Reafons  alledged  for  this  general 
Education  are  not  the  true  ones,  whence  comes 
it  that  the  whole  Kingdom  both  great  and 
fmall  are  fo  Unanimoufly  Fond  of  it  ?  There  is 
no  miraculousConverfion  to  be  perceiv'd  among 
us,  no  univer&l  Bent  toGoodnefs  and  Morality 
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that  has  on  a  \  fiidden  overfpread  the  Ifland  : 
there  is  as  much  Wickednefs  as  ever,  Charity 
is  as  Cold,  and  real  Virtue  as  Scarce:  The 
Year  feventeen  hundred  and  twenty  has  been 
as  brolifick  indeepVillany,  and  remarkable  for 
felhfh  Crimes  and  premeditated  Mifchief,  as 
can  be  pick'd  out  of  any  Century  whatever ; 
not  committed  by  Poor  Ignorant  Rogues  that 
could  neither  Read  nor  W  rite,  but  the  better 
fort  of  People  as  to  Wealth  and  Education,  that 
moft  of  tbem  were  great  Matters  in  Arithme- 
tick,  and  lived  in  Reputation  and  Splendour; 
To  fay  that  when  a  thing  is  once  in  Vogue,  the 
Multitude  follows  the  common  Cry,  that 
Charity  Schools  are  in  Faihion  in  tne  fame 
manner  as  Hoop'd Petticoats,  by  Caprice,  and 
that  no  moreReafon  can  be  given  for  the  one  than 
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much,  whether  it  will  be  thought  of  great 
Weight  by  many  of  my  Readers,  what  I  can 
advance  befides. 

The  real  Source  of  this  prefent  Folly  is  cer- 
tainly very  abftr  ufe  and  remote  from  fight,  but  he 
that  affords  the  lead  Light  in  Matters  of  great 
Obfcurity  does  a  kind  Office  to  the  Enquirers.  I 
am  willing  to  allow,  that  ill  the  Beginning  the 
firflDefignof  thofe  Schools  was  Good  and  Cha- 
ritable, but  to  know  what  encreafes  them  fo 
extra vagandy,  and  who  are  the  chief  Promo- 
ters of  them  now,  we  muft  make  our  Search 
another  way,  and  addrefs  our  felves  to  the  rigid 
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Party-men  that  are  zealous  for  their  Caufe,  ei- 
ther Epifcopacy  or  Presbytery ;  but  as  the  lat*-. 
ter  are  but  the  poor  Mimicks  of  the  firlt,  tho' 
equally  pernicious,  we  fhall  confine  our  felves  to 
the  National  Church,  and  take  a  turn  through 
a  Parifh  that  is  not  blefs'd  yet  with  a  Charity 

School.  rBut  here  I  think  my  felf  obliged  in 

Confcience  to  ask  pardon  of  my  Reader  tor  the 
tirefom  Dance  I  am  going  to  lead  him  if  he  in- 
tends to  follow  me,  and  therefore  I  defire  that 
he  would  either  throw  away  the  Book  and  leave 
me,  or  elfe  arm  himfelf  with  the  Patience  of  Job 
to  endure  all  the  Impertinencies  of  low  Life, 
the  Cant  and  Tittle-tattle  he  is  like  to  meet 
with  before  he  can  go  half  a  Street's  length.  , 
Firft  we  muft  look  out  among  the  young 
Shop-keepers,  that  have  not  half  the  Bufmefe 
they  could  wifh  for,  and  confequently  Time  to 
foare.  If  fuch  a  New-beginner  has  but  a  little 
Fride  more  than  ordinary,  and  loves  to  be  med- 
ling,  he  is  foon  mortify 'd  in  the  Veftry,  where 
Men  of  Subftance  and  long  ftanding,  or  elfe  your 
pert  litigious  or  opinionated  Bawlers,  that  have 
obtained  the  Title  of  Notable  Men,  commonly 
bear  the  Sway.  His  Stock  and  perhaps  Credit 
are  but  inconfiderable,  and  yet  he  finds  within 
himfelf  a  ftrong  Inclination  to  Govern.  A  Man 
thus  qualified  thinks  it  a  thoufand  Pities  there  is 
noCharity-Schoolin  the  Parifh:he  communicates 
his  Thoughts  to  two  or  three  of  his  Acquain- 
tance firft ;  they  do  the  fame  to  others,  and  in 
a  Month's  time  there  is  nothing  elfe  talk'd  of  in 
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the  Parifli.  Every  body  invents  Difcourfes  and 
Arguments  to  the  Purpofe  according  to  his  Abi- 
lities. 1%  is  an  errant  Shame,  lays  one,  to 

fee  fo  many  Poor  that  are  not  able  to  educate 
their  Children,  and  no  Provifion  made  for  them 
where  we  have  fo  many  rich  People.  What 
d  ye  talk  of  Rich,  anfwers  another,  they  are 
the  worft :  they  muft  have  fo  many  Servants, 
Coaches  and  Horfes ;  They  can  lay  out  hun- 
dreds, and  fome  of  them  thoufands  of  Pounds 
for  Jewels  and  Furniture,  but  not  fpare  a  Shil- 
ling to  a  poor  Creature  that  wants  it :  When 
Modes  ana  Faftiions  are  difcours'd  of  they  can 
hearken  with  great  Attention,  but  are  wilfully 
deaf  to  the  Cries  of  the  Poor.  Indeed  Neigh- 
bour, replies  the  firft,  you  are  very  right,  I 
don't  believe  there  is  a  worfe  Parilh  in  England 
for  Charity  than  ours :  Tis  fuch  as  you  and  I  that 
would  do  good  if  it  was  in  our  power,but  of  thofe 
that  are  able  there's  very  few  that  are  willing. 

Others  more  violent  rail  upon  particular  Per- 
fons,  and  faften  Slander  on  every  Man  of 
Subftance  they  diflike,  and  a  thoufand  idle 
Stories  in  behalf  of  Charity  are  rais'd  and 
handed  about  to  defame  their  Betters.  Whilft 
this  is  doing  throughout  the  Neighbourhood, 
he  that  firft  broach'd  the  pious  Thought 
rejoices  to  hear  fo  many  come  in  to  it,  and 
places  no  fmall  Merit  in  being  the  firft  Caufe 
of  fo  much  Talk  and  Buftle:  But  neither 
himfelf  nor  his  Intimates  being  confiderable  e- 
nough  to  fet  fuch  a  thing  on  foot,  fome  body 
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muft  be  found  out  who  has  greater  In tereft:  he 
is  to  be  addrefs'd  to,  and  ftiew'd  the  Neceflity, 
the  Goodnefs,  the  Ufefulnefs  and  Chriltianity 
of  fuch  a  Pelign:  next  he  is  to  be  flatter'd.  — 
Indeed  Sir,  if  you  would  efpouie  it,  no  body  has 
a  greater  Influence  over  the  beft  of  the  Parifli 
than  your  felf :  one  W  ord  of  you  I  am  fure  would 
engage  fuch  a  one :  if  you  once  would  take  it  to 
heart,  Sir,  I  would  look  upon  the  thing  as  done, 

Sir.  If  by  this  kind  of  Rhetorick  they  can 

draw  in  fome  old  Fool  or  conceited  Bufy-body 
that  is  rich,  or  at  leaft  reputed  to  be  fuch,  the 
thing  begins  to  be  feafible,  and  is  difcours'd  of 
among  the  better  fort.  The  Parfon,  or  his  Cu- 
rate, and  the  Le&urerare  every  where  extolling 
the  Pious  Projeft.  The  firft  Promoters  mean 
while  are  indefatigable :  If  they  were  Guilty  of 
any  open  Vice  they  either  Sacrifice  it  to  the 
love  of  Reputation,  or  at  leaft  grow  more  cauti- 
ous and  learn  to  play  the  Hypocrite,  well  know- 
ing that  to  be  flagitious  or  noted  for  Enormities 
is  inconfiftent  with  the  Zeal  which  they  pretend 
to  for  Works  of  Super errogation  and  exceflive 
Piety. 

The  Number  of  thefe  diminutive  Patriots 
encreafing,  they  form  themfelves  into  a  Society, 
and  appoint  ftated  Meetings,  where  every  one 
concealing  his  Vices  .has  fiberty  to  difplay  his 
Talents.  Religion  is  the  Thenje,  or  elfe  the 
Mifery  of  the  Times  occafion'd  byAtheifm  and 
Prophanenefs.  Men  of  Worth,  who  live  in 
Splendor,  and  thriving  People  that  have  a  great 
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deal  of  Bufinefs  of  their  own,  are  fefdom  feen 
among  them.  Men  of  Senfe  and  Education 
like  wife,  if  they  have  nothing  to  do,  generally 
look  out  for  better  Diverfion.  All  thofe  who 
have  a  higher  Aim,  ihall  have  their  Attendance 
eafily  excus'd,  but  contribute  they  muft  or  elfe 
lead  a  weary  Life  in  the  Parifh.  Two  forts  of 
People  come  in  voluntarily,  Itanch  Churchmen, 
who  have  good  Reafons  for  it  in  Petto,  and 
your  lly  Sinners  that  look  upon  it  as  meritori- 
ous, and  hope  that  it  will  expiate  their  Guilt, 
and  Satan  be  Nonfuited  by  it  at  a  fmall  Expcnce. 
Some  come  into  it  to  fave  their  Credit,  others 
to  retrieve  it,  according  as  they  have  either  loft 
or  are  afraid  of  lofing  it;  others  again  do 
it  Prudentially  to  encreafe  their  Trade  and 
get  Acquaintance,  and  many  would  own  to  you, 
if  they  dared  to  be  fincere  and  fpeak  the  Truth, 
that  they  would  never  have  been  concern'd  in 
it,  but  to  be  better  known  in  thePariih.  Men 
of  Scnfe  that  fee  the  Folly  of  it  and  have  no 
body  to  Fear,  are  perfuaded  into  it  not  to  be 
thought  fingular  or  to  run  Counter  to  all  the 
World;  even  thofe  who  are  refolute  at  firft  in 
denying  it,  it  is  ten  to  one  but  at  laft  they  are 
teaz'd  and  importun'd  into  a  Compliance.  *  The 
Charge  being  calculated  for  melt  of  the  Inha- 
bitants, the  Infigniticancy  of  it  is  another  Argu- 
ment that  prevails  much,  and  many  are  drawn 
in  to  be  Contributors,  who  without  that  would 
have  flood  out  and  ftrenuoufly  oppofed  the 
whole  Scheme. 

The 
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The  Governours  are  made  of  the  midling 
People,  and  many  inferiour  to  that  Clafs  are 
made  ufe  of,  if  the  forwardnefs  of  their  Zeal 
canbutover-ballance  themeannefs  of  their  Con- 
dition. If  you  ftiould  ask  thefe  W  orthy  Rulers, 
why  they  take  upon  them  fo  much  Trouble  to 
the  detriment  of  their  own  Affairs  and  lofs  of 
Time,  either  fingly  or  the  whole  body  of  them, 
they  would  all  unanimoufly  Anfwer,  that  it  is 
the  Regard  they  have  for  Religion  and  the 
Church,  and  the  Pleafure  they  take  in  Contri- 
buting to  the  Good,  and  Eternal  Welfare  of  fo 
many  Poor  Innocents  that  in  all  probability 
would  run  into  Perdition  in  thele  Wicked 
Times  of  Scoffers  and  Free-thinkers.  They  have 
no  Thought  of  Intereft,  even  thofe,  who  deal  in 
and  provide  thefe  Children  with  what  they  want, 
have  not  the  leafl  defisn  of  getting  by  what  they 
fell  for  their  Ufe,  and  tho'  in  every  thing  elfe 
their  Avarice  and  Greedinefs  after  Lucre  be 
glaringly  confpicuous,  in  this  Affair  they  are 
wholly  divefted  from  Selfifhnefs,  and  have  no 
Worldly  Ends.  One  Motive  above  all,  which 
is  none  of  the  leaft  with  moft  of  them,  is  to  be 
carefully  conceal'd,  I  mean  the  Satisfaftion 
there  is  in  Ordering  and  Dire&ing :  There  is  a 
melodious  Sound  in  the  word  Governour  that 
is  charming  to  mean  People  :  Every  Body  ad- 
mires Sway  and  Superiority,  even  Inrterium  in 
Belluas  has  its  Delights,  there  is  a  Pleafure  in 
Ruling  over  any  thing,  and  it;  is  this  chiefly 
that  fupports  human  Nature  in  the  tedious 
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Slavery  of  School-mafters.  But  if  there  be  the 
leaft  Satisfa&ion  in  governing  the  Children,  it 
muft  be  ravifliing  to  govern  the  School-mailer 
himfelf.  What  fine  things  are  faid  and  perhaps 
wrote  to  a  Governour,  when  a  School-mailer 
is  to  be  Chofen !  How  [the  Praifes  tickle,  and 
how  Pleafant  it  is  not  to  find  out  the  Fulfom- 
nefs  of  the  Flattery,  the  Stiflfnefs  of  the  Expref- 
fions,  or  the  Pedantry  of  the  Stile ! 

Thofe  who  can  examine  Nature  will  always 
find,  that  what  thefe  People  moil  pretend  to 
is  the  leaft,  and  what  they  utterly  deny  their 
greatett  Motive.  No  Habit  or  Quality  is  more 
eafily  acquired  than  Hypocrify,  nor  any  thing 
.  fooner  learn'd  than  to  deny  the  Sentiments  of 
our  Hearts  and  the  Principle  we  aft  from :  But 
the  Seeds  of  every  Paflion  are  innate  to  us,  and 
no  body  comes  into  the  World  without  them. 
If  we  will  mind  the  Paftimes  and  Recreations 
of  young  Children,  we  ihall  obferve  nothing 
more  general  in  them,  than  that  all  who  are 
fuffer'd  to  do  it,  take  delight  in  playing  with 
Kittens  and  little  Puppy  Dogs.  What  makes 
them  always  lugging  and  pulling  the  poor  Crea- 
tures about  the  Houfe  proceeds  from  nothing 
elfe  but  that  they  can  do  with  them  what  they 
pleafe,  and  put  them  into  what  pofture  and 
lhape  they  lift,  and  the  Pleafure  they  receive 
from  this  is  originally  owing  to  the  love  of 
Dominion  and  that  ulurping  Temper  all  Man- 
kind are  born  with. 

■ 
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When  this  great  Work  is  brought  to  bear, 
and  actually  accomplilh'd,  Joy  and  Serenity 
feems  to  overfpread  the  Face  of  every  Inhabi- 
tant, which  likewife  to  account  for  I  muft 
make  a  fhort  digreffion.  There  are  everywhere 
flovenlyforrv  Fellows  that  are  ufed  to  be  feen  al- 
ways Ragged  and  Dirty:  Thefe  People  we  look 
upon  as  miferable  Creatures  in  general,  and  un- 
lefs  they  are  very  remarkable  we  take  little  Notice 
of  them,  and  yet  among  thefe  there  are  hand- 
fome  and  well  fliaped  Men  as  well  as  among 
their  Betters.   But  if  one  of  thefe  turns  Soldier, 
what  a  vail  Alteration  is  there  obferv'd  in  him 
for  the  better,  as  foon  as  he  is  put  in  his  Red 
Coat,  and  we  fee  him.  look  fmart  with  his 
Grenadier's  Cap  and  a  great  Ammunition  Sword ! 
All  who  knew  him  before  are  {truck  with  other 
Ideas  of  his  Qualities,  and  the  Judgment  which 
both  Men  and  Women  form  of  him  in  their 
Minds  is  very  different  from  what  it  was. 
There  is  fomething  Analogous  to  this  in  the 
Sight  of  Charity  Children ;  there  is  a  natural 
Beauty  in  Uniformity  which  moft  People  delight 
in.   It  is  diverting  to  the  Eye  to  fee  Children 
well  match'd,  either  Boys  or  Girls,march  two  and 
two  in  good  Order ;  and  to  have  them  all  whole, 
and  tight  in  the  fame  Cloaths  and  Trimming 
muft  add  to  the  Comlinefs  of  the .  Sight ;  and 
what  makes  it  ftill  more  generally  entertaining 
is  the  imaginary  Share  -which  even  Servants  and 
the  meaneft  in  theParifh  have  in  it,  to  whom  it 
cofts  nothing:  Our  Parifh Church,  Our  Charity 

Children. 
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Children.   In  all  this  there  is  a  Shadow  of  pro- 
perty that  tickles  every  Body  that  has  a  Right  to 
make  Ufe  of  the  Words,  but  more  efpecially 
thofe  who  aftually  contribute  and  had  a  great 
Hand  in  advancing  the  pious  Work. 
c  It  is  hardly  conceivable  that  Men  fliould  fo 
little  know  their  own  Hearts  and  be  fo  ignorant 
of  their  inward  Condition,  as  to  miftake  Frailty, 
Paffion  and  Enthufiafm  for  Goodnefs,  Virtue 
and  Charity;  yet  nothing  is  more  true  than 
that  the  Satisfaction,  the  Joy  and  Tranfports 
they  feel  on  the  accounts  I  named  pafs  with 
thefe  miferable  judges  for  principles  of  Piety 
and  Religion.    Whoever  will  confider  what  I 
have  faid  for  two  or  three  Pages,  and  fufFer  his 
Imagination  to  rove  a  little  further  on  what  he 
has  heard  and  feen  concerning  this  Subjeft,  will 
be  furnilhed  with  fufficient  Reafons  abftraft 
from  the  love  of  God  and  true  Chriftianity, 
why  Charity-Schools  are  in  fuch  uncommon 
Vogue,  ana  fo  unanimoully  approv'd  of  and 
admired  among  all  forts  and  conditions  of  Peo- 
ple.  It  is  a  Theme  which  every  Body  can  talk 
of  and  underltands  thoroughly,  there  is  not  a 
more  inexhauftible  Fund  for  Tittle  Tattle,  and  a 
.  variety  of  low  converfation  in  Hoy-boats  and 
Stage-coaches.   If  a  Governour  that  in  Behalf 
of  the  School  or  the  Sermon  exerted  himfelf 
more  than  ordinary,  happens  to  be  in  Company, 
how  he  is  commended  oy  the  Women,  and  his 
Zeal  and  Charitable  Difpofition  extoll'd  to  the 
Skies !  Upon  my  word,  Sir,  fays  an  Old  Lady, 
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we  are  all  very  much  obliged  to  you,  I  don't 
think  any  of  the  other  Governours  could  have 
made  Intereft  enough  to  procure  us  a  Bifhop ; 
'twas  on  your  Account  lam  told  that  his  Lord- 
fliip  came,  tho'  he  was  not  very  well :  To  which 
the  other  replies  very  gravely,  that  it  is  his  Duty, 
but  that  he  values  no  Trouble  nor  Fatigue  lo 
he  can  be  but  fervic^able  to  the  Children,  podr 
Lambs :  Indeed,  fays  he,  I  was  refolv'd  to  get  a 
pair  of  Lawn  Sleeves  tho'  I  rid  all  Night  for  it, 
aad  I  am  very  glad  I  was  not  difappointed. 

Sometimes  the  School  it  felf  is  difcours'd  of, 
and  of  whom  in  all  the  Parilh  it  is  moft  expect- 
ed he  ftiould  build  one :  The  old  Room  where 
it  is  now  kept  is  ready  to  drop  down :  Such  a 
one  had  a  vaft  Eftate  left  him  by  his  Uncle, 
and  a  ereat  deal  of  Money  befides ;  a  Thoufand 
Pounds  would  be  nothing  in  his  Pocket. 

At  others  the  great  Crowds  are  talk'd  of  that 
are  feen  at  fome  Churches,  and  the  confiderable 
Sums  that  are  gather 'd ;  from  whence  by  an 
eafy  tranfitioh  they  go  over  to  the  Abilities,  the 
different  Talents  and  Orthodoxy  of  Clergymen. 
Dr.— r-  is  a  Man  of  great  Parts  and  Learning* 
I  believe  he  is  very  hearty  for  the  Church, 
I  don't  like  him  for  a  Charity-Sermon. 
There  is  no,  better  Man  in  the  World  than — ; 
he  forces  the  Money  out  of  their  Pockets.  When 
,  he  preach'd  laft  for  our  Children  I  am  fure 
there  was  abundance  of  People  that  gave  more 
than  they  intended  when  they  came  to  Church. 
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I  could  iee  it  in  their  Faces,  and  rejoyc'd  at  it 
Heartily. 

Another  Charm  that  renders  Charity-Schools 
fo  bewitching;  to  the  Multitude  is  the  general 
Opinion  Eftabliflid  among  them,  that  they  are 
not  only  aftually  Beneficial  to  Society  as  to 
Temporal  Happinefs,  but  likewife  that  Chriftia- 
nity  enjoyns  and  requires  of  us,  we  lhould 
ere6t  them  for  our  Future  Welfare.   They  are 
earneftly  ;and  fervently  recommended  by  the 
whole  body  of  the  Clergy,  and  have  more 
Labour  and  Eloquence  laid  out  upon  them  than 
any  other  Chriftian  Duty ;  not  by  young  Parfons 
or  poor  Scholars  of  little  Credit,  but  the  moft 
Learned  of  our  Prelates  and  the  moft  Eminent 
for  Orthodoxy,  even  thofe  who  do  not  often 
fatigue  themfelves  on  any  other  Occafion.  As 
to  Religion,  there  is  no  doubt  but  they  know 
what  is  chiefly  required  of  us,  jand  confequently 
the  moft  neceffary  to  Salvation:  and  as  to. the 
World,  who  lhould  underftand  the  Intereft  of 
the  Kingdom  better  than  the  Wifdom  of  the 
Nation,  of  which  the  Lords  Spiritual  are  fo 
confiderable  a  Branch  ?  The  confeqi^ence  of  this 
San&ion  is  firll,  that  thofe,  who  with  their  Pur- 
fcs  or  Power  are .  inftnimental  to  the  encreafe 
or  maintenance  of  thefe  Schools,  are  tempted  to 
place  a  greater  Merit  in  what  they  do  than 
otherwife  they  could,  fuppofe  it  deferv'd.  Se- 
condly, that  allthe  reft,  who  either  cannot  or  will 
not,  any  ways  contribute  towards  them,  have  ftill 
a  <very  good  rea&a  why  they  fljcujd  Cpeak  .well 


Digitized  by  Google 


3  Z4         <4n  E  fay  on  Charity 

of  them ;  for  tho'  it  be  difficult,  in  things  that 
interfere  with  our  Paflions,  to  ad  well,  it  is 
always  in  our  power  to  wilh  well,  becaufe  it 
is  performed  with  little  Coll.  There  is  hardly 
a  Perfon  fo  Wicked  among  the  Superftitious 
Vulgar,  but  in  the  liking  he  has  for  Charity- 
Schools,  he  imagines  to  fee  a  Glimmering  Hope 
that  it  will  make  an  Atonement  for  his  Sins, 
from  the  faime  Principle  as  the  mod  Vicious 
comfort  themfelves  with  the  Love  and  Venera- 
tion they  bear  to  the  Church,  and  the  greateft 
Profligates  find  an  Opportunity  in  it  to  fliew 
the  Reftitude  of  their  Inclinations  at  no  Ex- 
pence. 

But  if  all  thefe  were  not  Inducements  fuffi- 
cient  to  make  Men  ftand  up  in  Defence  of  the 
Idol  I  fpeak  of,  there  is  another  that  will  infal- 
libly Bribe  molt  People  to  be  Advocates  for  it. 
We  all  naturally  love  Triumph,  and  whoever 
engages  in  this  Caufe  is  fure  of  Conqueft,  at  leaft 
in  Nine  Companies  out  of  Ten.  Let  him  dis- 
pute with  whom  he  will,  confidering  the  Speci- 
oufnefs  of  the  Pretence,  and  the  Majority  he  has 
on  his  fide,  it  is  a  Caftle,  an  impregnable  Fortrefs 
he  can  never  be  beat  out  of;  and  was  the  moft 
Sober,  Virtuous  Man  alive  to  produce  all  the 
Arguments,  to  prove  the  detriment  Charity- 
Schools,  at  leaft  the  Multiplicity  of  them,  do  to 
Society,  which  I  £hall  give  hereafter,  and  fuch 
as  are  yet  itronger,  againft  the  greateft  Scoundrel 
in  the  World,  who  ftiould  only  make  ufe  of  the 
common  Cant  of  Charity  and  Religion,  the 
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Vogue  would  be  againft  the  firft,  and  himfelf 
lofe  hisCaufe  in  the  Opinion  of  the  Vulgar. 

The  Rife  then  and  Original  of  all  the  Buftle 
and  Clamour  that  is  made  throughout  the  King- 
dom in  Behalf  of  Charity-Schools,  is  chiefly 
built  on  Frailty  and  Human  Paffion,  at  leaft  it 
is  more  than  poffible  that  a  Nation  Ihould  have 
the  fame  Fondnefs  and  feel  the  fame  Zeal  for 
them  as  are  fliewn  in  ours,  and  yet  not  be 

Erompted  to  it  by  any  principle  of  Virtue  or 
Leligion.  Encouraged  by  this  Confidcration, 
I  fhall  with  the  greater  Liberty  attack  this 
vulgar  Error,  and  endeavour  to  make  it  evident, 
that  far  from  being  Beneficial,  this  forc'd  Educa- 
tion is  pernicious  to  the  Publick,  the  Welfare 
whereof  as  it  demands  of  us  a  regard  Superiour 
to  all  other  Laws  and  Confiderations,  fo  itihall 
be  the  only  Apology  I  intend  to  make  for 
differing  from  the  prefent  Sentiments  of  the 
Learned  and  Reverend  Body  of  our  Divines, 
and  venturing  plainly  to  deny,  what  I  have 
juft  now  own'd  to  be  openly  ailerted  by  moft 
of  our  Biftiops  as  well  as  Inferior  Clergy.  As 
our  Church  pretends  to  no  Infallibility  even  in 
Spirituals,  her  proper  Province,  fo  it  cannot  be 
an  Affront  to  her  to  Imagine  that  flie  may  err 
in  Temporals  which  are  not  fo  much  under  her 

immediate  care.  But  to  my  Task. 

The  whole  Earth  being  Curs'd,  and  no  Bread 
to  be  had  but  what  we  eat  in  the  fweat  of  our 
Brows,  vaft  Toil  muft  be  undergone  before  Man 
can  provide  himfelf  with  Ncceflaries  for  his 
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Suftenance  and  the  bare  fupport  of  his  corrupt  and 
defe&ive  Nature  as  he  is  a  fingle  Creature ;  but 
infinitely  more  to  makeLife  comfortable  in  a  Civil 
Society,  where  Men  are  become  taught  Animals, 
and  great  Numbers  of  them  have  by  mutual 
compaft  framed  themfelves  into  a  Body  Politick ; 
and  the  more  Man's  Knowledge  encreafes  in  this 
State,  the  greater  will  be  the  variety  of  Labour 
required  to  make  him  eafy.   It  is  impoffible 
that  a  Society  can  long  fubftft,  and  fuffer  many 
of  its  Members  to  live  in  Idlenefs,  and  enjoy  aU 
the  Eafe  and  Pleafure  they  can  invent,  without 
having  at  the  fame  time  great  Multitudes  of 
People  that  to  make  good  this  Defeft  will 
condefcend  to  be  quite  the  reverfe,  and  by  ufe 
and  patience  inure  their  Bodies  to  work  for 
others  and  themfelves  befides. 

The  Plenty  andCheapnefs  of  Provifions  de- 
pends in  a  great  meafure  on  the  Price  and  Value 
that  is  fet  upon  this  Labour,  andconfequentlythe 
Welfare  of  allSocieties,even  before  they  are  taint- 
ed with  Foreign  Luxury,  requires  that  it  fhould 
beperform'd  by  fuch  of  their  Members  as  in  the 
firft  place  are  Iturdy  and  robuft  and  never  ufed 
to  Eafe  or  Idlenefs,  and  in  the  fecoftd,  foon 
contented  as  to  the  Neceflaries  of  Life ;  fuch  as 
are  glad  to  take  up  with  the  courfelt  Manu- 
facture in  every  thing  they  wear,  and  in  their 
Diet  have  no  other  aim  than  to  feed  their  Bodies 
when  their  Stomachs  prompt  them  to  eat,  and, 
with  little  regard  to  Tafte  or  Relifli,  refiife  no 
wholefome  Nourifhment  that  can  be  fwallow VI 
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when  Men  are  Hungry,  or  ask  any  thing  for 
their  Thirft  but  to  quench  it. 

As  the  greateft  part  of  the  Drudgery  is  to 
be  done  by  Day-light,  fo  it  is  by  this  only  that 
they  a&ually  meamre  the  time  of  their  Labour, 
without  any  thought  of  the  Hours  they  are 
employ'd,  or  the  Wearinefs  they  feel ;  and  the 
Hireling  in  the  Country  muft  get  up  in  the 
Morning,  not  becaufe  he  has  refted  enough, 
but  becaufe  the  Sun  is  going  to  rife.  This  laft 
Article  alone  -would  be  an  intolerable  Hardftiip 
to  Grown  People  under  Thirty,  who  during 
nonage  had  been  ufed  to  lie  a-bed  as  long  is 
they  could  deep;  but  all  three  together  make  up 
fucn  a  Condition  of  Life  as  a  Man  more  mildly 
Educated  would  hardly  chufe ;  tho*  it  fliould 
deliver  him  from  a  Goal  or  a  Shrew.  *  '  : 

If  fuch  People  there  mull  be,  as  no  great  Na- 
tion can  be  nappy  without  vail  Numbers  of 
tbem,  would  not  a  Wife  Legiflature  cultivate 
the  Breed  of  them  with  all  imaginable  Care, 
and  provide  againlt  their  Scarcity  as  he  would 
prevent  the  Scarcity  of  Provifioh  4t  fetf  ?  No 
Man  would  be  Poor  and  fatigue  himfelf  fo>r 
a  Livelihood  if  he  could  help  it :  The  abfolute 
neceffity  all  ftand  in 'for  Vi&uals  and  Drink, 
and  in  cold  Climates  for  Cloaths  and  Lodging, 
makes  them  fubmit  to  any  thing  that  can  be  bore 
with.  If  no  body  did  Want  no  body  would 
Work ;  but  the  greateft  Hardlhips  are  look'd 
upon  as  Solid  Pleafures  when  they  keep  a  Man 
from  Starving. 

Y  4  From 
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From  what  has  been  faid  it  is  manifeft,  that 
in  a  Free  Nation  where  Slaves  are  not  allow'd 
of,  the  fureft  Wealth  confifts  in  a  Multitude  of 
laborious  Poor ;  for  befides  that  they  are  the 
never-failing  Nurfery  of  Fleets  and  Armies, 
without  them  there  could  be  no  Enjoyment, 
and  no  Produft  of  any  Country  could  be  valua- 
ble. To  make  the  Society  happy  arid  People 
eafy  under  the  meaneft  Circumftances ,  it  is 
requifite  that  great  numbers  of  them  lhould  be 
Ignorant  as  well  as  Poor.  Knowledge  both 
enlarges  and  multiplies  our  Defires,  and  the 
fewer  things  a  Man  wiflies  for,  the  more  eafily 
his  Neceffities  may  be  fupply'd. 

The  Welfare  and  Felicity  therefore  of  every 
State  and  Kingdom,  require  that  the  Know- 
ledge of  the  Working  Poor  ftiould  be  contin'd 
within  the  Verge  of  their  Occupations,  and 
never  extended  (as  to  things  vifible)  beyond 
what  relates  to  their  Calling.  The  more  a  Shep- 
herd, a  Plowman  or  any  other  Peafant  knows 
of  the  World,  and  the  things  that  are  Foreign 
to  his  Labour  or  Employment,  the  lefs  fit  he'll 
be  to  go  through  the  Fatigues  and  Hardlhips 
of  it  with  Chearfulnefs  and  Content. 

Reading,  Writing  and  Arithmetick  are  very 
neceflary  to  thofe,  whofe  Bufinefs  require  fuch 
Qualifications,  but  where  Peoples  Livelihood  has 
no  depend  ance  on  thefe  Arts,  they  are  very  per- 
nicious to  the  Poor,  who  are  forc'd  to  get  their 
Daily  Bread  by  their  Daily  Labour.  Few  Chil- 
dren make  any  Progrefs  at  School,  but  at  the 
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feme  time  they  are  capable  of  being  employ'd 
in  fome  Bufmefs  or  other,  fo  that  every  Hour 
thofe  of  poor  People  fpend  at  their  Book  is  fo 
much  time  loll  to  tlie  Society.  Going  to  School 
ifi  comparifon  to  Working  is  Idlenefs,  and  the 
longer  Boys  continue  in  this  eafy  fort  of  Life, 
the  more  unfit  they'll  be  when  grown  up  for 
downright  Labour,  i?oth  as  to  Strength  and 
Inclination.  Men  who  are  to  remain  and  end 
their  Days  in  a  Laborious,  Tirefome  and  Pain- 
ful Station  of  Life,  the  fooner  they  are  put  upon 
it  at  firft,  the  more  patiently  they'll  fubmit  to 
it  for  ever  after.  Hard  Labour  and  the  courfefl: 
Diet  is  a  proper  Punifliment  to  feyeral  kinds  of 
Malefa&ors,  but  to  impofe  either  on  thofe  that 
have  not  been  ufed  and  brought  up  to  both  is 
the  greateft  Cruelty,  when  there  is  no  Crime  you 
can  charge  them  with. 

Reading  and  Writing  are  not  attained  to 
without  fome  labour  of  the  Brain  and  Afliduity, 
and  before  People  are  tolerably  vers'd  in  either, 
they  efteem  themfelves  infinitely  above  thofe 
who  are  wholly  Ignorant  of  them,  often  with 
fo  little  Juftice  and  Moderation  as  if  they  were 
of  another  Species.  As  all  Mortals  have  natu- 
rally an  Averfion  to  Trouble  and  Pains-taking, 
fo  we  are  all  fond  of,  and  apt  to  over-value  thole 
Qualifications  we  have  purchas'd  at  theExpence 
ot  our  Eafe  and  Quiet  for  Years  together.  Thofe 
who  fpent  a  great  part  of  their  Youth  in  learn- 
ing to  Read,  Write  and  Cypher,  expedi  and 
not  unjuftly  to  be  employ 'd  where  thofe  Quali- 
fications 
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ficaf ions  may  be  of  ufe  to  them ;  the  generality 
of  them  will  look  upon  downright  Labour  with 
the  utmoft  Contempt,  I  mean  Labour  performed 
in  the  Service  of  others,  in  the  loweft  Station  of 
Life,  and  for  the  meanefl  Confideration.  A  Man 
who  has  had  fome  Education,  may  follow  Hus- 
bandry by  Choice,  and  be  diligent  at  the  dirtieft; 
and  moft  laborious  Work ;  but  then  the  Con- 
cern muft  be  his  own,  and  Avarice,  the  Care  of 
a  Family,  or  fome  other  preffing  Motive  muft 
put  him  upon  it ;  but  he  won't  make  a  good 
Hireling  and  ferve  a  Farmer  for  a  pitiful  Re- 
ward ;  at  leaft  he  is  not  fo  fit  for  it  as  a  Day- 
Labourer  that  has  always  been  employ 'd  about 
the  Plow  and  Dung  Cart,  and  remembers  not 
that  ever  he  has  lived  otherwife. 

.  When  Obfequioufnefs  and  mean  Services  are 
required,  we  fliall  always  obferve  that  they  are 
never  fo  chearfully  nor  fo  heartily  performed  as 
from  Infe^iours  to  Superiours ;  I  mean  Inferi- 
ors not  only  in  Riches  and  Quality,  but  like- 
wife  in  Knowledge  and  Underftanding.  A  Ser- 
vant can  have  no  unfeign'd  Refpea  for  his 
Matter,  as  foon  as  he  has  Senfe  enough  to  find 
out  that  he  ferves  a  Fool.  When  we  are  to 
learn  or  to  obey  we  fhall  experience  in  our 
felves,  that  the  greater  Opinion  we  have  of  the 
Wifdom  and  Capacity  of  thofe  that  are  either 
to  Teach  or  Command  us,  the  greater  deference 
we  pay  to  their  Laws  and  Mruftions.  Nq 
Creatures  fubmit  contentedly  to  thejr  Equals, 
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and  ihoukl  a  Horfe  know  as  much  as  a  Man, 
I  fhould  not  defire  to  be  his  Rider. 

Here  I  am  obliged  again  to  make  a  Di- 
gpeffion,  tho'  I  declare  1  never  had  a  lefs 
Mind  to  it  than  I  have  at  this  Minute;  but 
I  fee  a  thoufand  Rods  in  Pifs,  and  the  whole 
Poffe  of  diminutive  Pedants  againlt  me  for 
aflaulting  the  Chrilt-crofs-row,  and  oppofing 
the  very  Elements  of  Literature. 

This  is  no  Panick  Fear,  and  the  Reader  will 


he  confiders  what  an  Army  of  petty  Tyrants  I 
have  to  cope  with,  that  all  either  aftually  per- 
secute with  Birch  or  elfeare  folliciting  foriuch 
a  Preferment.  For  if  I  had  no  other  Adverfaries 
than  the  ftarving  Wretches  of  both  Sexes, 
throughout  the  Kingdom  of  Great  Britain,  that 
from  a  natural  Antipathy  to  Working,  have  a 
great  Diflike  to  their  prefent  Employment,  and 
perceiving  within  a  much  ftronger  inclination 
to  Command  than  ever  they  felt  to  Obey  others, 
think  themfelves  qualify 'd,  and  wifh  from  their 
Hearts  to  be  Matters  and  Miftrefles  of  Charity- 
Schools,  the  Number  of  my  Enemies  would  oy 
the  moft  modeft  Computation  amount  to  one 
hundred  thoufand  at  leaft. 

Methinks  I  hear  them  cry  out  that  a  more 
dangerous  Do&rine  never  was  broach'd,  and 
Popery's  a  Fool  to  it,  and  ask  what  Brute  of  a 
Saracen  it  is  that  draws  his  ugly  Weapon  for 
the  Deftruftion  of  Learning.  It  is  ten  to  one 
but  they'll  indid  me  for  endeavouring  by  Iiv 
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(ligation  of  the  Prince  of  Darknefs,  to  introduce 
into  thefe  Realms  greater  Ignorance  and  Bar- 
barity than  ever  Nation  was  plunged  into  by 
Goths  and  Vandals  fince  the  Light  of  the  Gofpel 
firft  appeared  in  the  World.  Whoever  labours 
under  the  Publick  Odium  has  always  Crimes 
laid  to  his  Charge  he  never  was  guilty  of,  and  it 
will  be  fufpefted  that  I  have  had  a  hand  in  ob- 
literating trie  Holy  Scriptures,  and  perhaps  af- 
lirm'd  that  it  was  at  my  Requett  that  the  fmall 
Bibles  publifh'd  by  Patent  in  the  Year  17x1, 
and  chiefly  made  ufe  of  in  Charity-Schools,  were 
through  badnefs  of  Print  and  Paper  repder'd  il- 
legible :  which  yet  I  protelt  I  am  as  innocent  of 
as  the  Child  unborn.  But  I  am  in  a  thoufand 
Fears ;  the  more  I  confider  my  Cafe  the  worfe  I 
like  it,  and  the  greateft  Comfort  I  have  is  in 
my  fincere  Belief,  that  hardly  any  body  will 
mind  a  Word  of  what  I  fay  ;  or  elfe  if  ever  the 
People  fufpefted  that  what  I  write  would  be  of 
any  weight  to  any  confiderable  part  of  the  So- 
ciety, I  Ihould  not  have  the  Courage  barely  to 
think  on  all  the  Trades  I  fliould  difoblige ;  and 
I  cannot  but  fmile  when  I  refleft  on  the  variety 
pf  uncouth  Sufferings  that  would  be  prepar'd  for 
me,  if  the  Punifliment  they  "would  differently 
inflift  t^ipon  me  was  emblematically  to  point 
at  my  Crime.  For  if  I  was  not  fuddenly  ituck 
full  of  ufelefs  Penknives  up  to  the  Hilts,  the 
Company  of  Stationers  would  certainly  take  me 
in  hand,  and  either  have  me  buried  alive  in  their 
Hall  under  a  great  Heap  of  Primers  and  Spet- 
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ling-Books,  they  would  not  be  able  to  fell ;  or 
elfe  fend  me  up  agaihit  Tide  to  be  bruifed  tq 
Death  in  a  Paper  Mill  that  would  be  obliged  to  . 
ftand  ftill  a  Week  upon  my  account.  The  Ink- 
makers  at  the  fame  time  would  for  thePublick 
Good  offer  to  choak  me  with  Aftringents,  or 
drown  me  in  the  black  Liquor  that  would  be 
left  upon  their  Hands:  which,  if  they  joyn'd 
flock,  might  eafily  be  perform'd  in  lefs  than  a 
Month ;  and  if  I  lhould  efcape  the  Cruelty  of 
thefe  united  Bodies,  the  Refentment  of  a  private 
Monopoliit  would  be  as  fatal  to  me,  and  I 
lhould  foon  find  my  felf  pelted  and  knock'do'th' 
Head  with  little  fquat  Bibles  clafp'd  in  Brafs  and 
ready  arm'd  for  Mifchief,  that,  Charitable 
Learning  ceafmg,  would  be  fit  for  nothing  but 
unopen'd  to  fight  with,  and  Exercifes  truly  Po- 
lemick. 

The  Digreflion  I  fpoke  of  juft  now  is  not  the 
foolifh  Trifle  that  ended  with  the  lall  Para- 
graph, and  which  the  grave  Critick,  to  whom 
all  Mirth  is  unfeafonable,  will  think  very  im- 
pertinent ;  but  a  feridus  Apologetical  one  I  am 
going  to  make  out  of  hand,  to  clear  my  felf 
from  having,  any  Defign  againft  Arts  and  Sci- 
ences, as  fome  Heads  of  Colleges  and  other 
carefiil  Preservers  of  human  Learning  might 
have  apprehended  upqn  feeing  Ignorance  re- 
commended as  a  neceffary  Ingredient  in  the 

mixture  of  Civil  Society.  , 

•  *  . 
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In  the  firft  place  I  would  have  near  double 
the  number  of  Profeflbrs  in  every  Univerfity  of 
what  there  is  now.  Theology  with  us  is  ge- 
nerally well  provided,  but  the  two  other  Fa- 
culties have  very  little  to  boaft  of,  efpecially 
Phyfick.  Every  Branch  of  that  Art  ought  to 
have  two  or  three  Profeflbrs,  that  would  take 
Pains  to  communicate  their  Skill  and  Know- 
ledge to  others.  In  Publick  Le&ures  a  vain 
Man  has  great  Opportunities  to  fet  off  his  Parts, 
but  private  Inftru&ions  are  more  ufeful  to  Stu- 
dents. Pharmacy  and  the  Knowledge  of  the 
Simples  are  as  neceflary  as  Anatomy  or  theHi- 
ftory  of  Difeafes:  It  is  a  fliame  that  when  Men 
have  taken  their  Degree,  and  are  by  Authority 
entrufted  with  the  Lives  of  the  Subjeft,  they 
fliould  be  forc'd  to  come  to  London  tabeacquain- 
ted  with  the  Materia  Medica  and  theCompofi- 
tion  of  Medicines,  and  receive  Inftruftions  from 
others  that  never  had  Univerfity  Education 
themfelves;  it  is  certain  that  in  the  Cky  I  na- 
med there  is  ten  times  more  Opportunity  for  a 
Man  to  improve  himfelf  in  Anatomy,  Botany, 
Pharmacy  and  the  Praftice  of  Phyfick  than  at 
both  our  Univerfities  together,  what  has  an 
Oylfliop  to  do  with  Silks ;  6r  who  would  look 
for  Hams  and  Pickles  at  a  Mercer's?  Where 
things  are  well  managed,  Hofpitals  are  made  as 
fubfervient  to  the  Advancement  of  Students  in 
the  Art  of  Phyfick  as  they  are  to  the  Recovery 
of  Health  in  the  Poor.  . 

Good 
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Good  Senfe  ought  to  govern  Men  in  Learn- 
ing as  well  as  in  Trade :  No  Man  ever  bound 
his  Son  Prentice  to  a  Goldfmkh  to  make  him  a 
Linnendraper ;  then  why  fhould  he  have  a  Divine 
for  his  Tutor  to  become  a  Lawyer  or  a  Phy- 
fician  ?  It  is  true,  that  the  Languages,  Logick 
and  Philofophy  fhould  be  the  firil  Studies  in  all 
the  Learned  Profeffions ;  but  there  is  fo  little 
Help  for  Phyfick  in  our  Univerfities  that  are  fo 
rich,  and  where  fo  many  idle  People  are  well 
paid  for  eating  arid  drinking,  and  being  magni- 
ficently as  well  as  cbmmodioufly  lodg'd,  that 
bar  Books  and  what  is  common  to  all  the  Three 
Faculties,  a  Man  may  as  well  qualify  himfelf 
at  Oxford  or  Cambridge  to  be  a  Turky-Merchant 
-as  he  can  to  be  a  Pnyfician:  Which  is  in  my 
humble  Opinion  a  great  fign  that  fome  part  of 
the  great  Wealth  they  are  poffefs'd  of  is  not  fo 
well  applied  as  it  might  be. 

Profelibr  s  fhould  befides  theirStipends  allow'd 
them  by  the  Publick,  have  Gratifications  from 
every  Student  they  teach,  that  Self-Interelt  as 
well  as  Emulation  and  the  Love  of  Glory  might 
fpur  them  on  to  Labour  and  Affiduity .  W  hen 
a  Man  excels  in  any  one  Study  or  part  of  Learn- 
ing, and  is  qualify 'd  to  teach  others,  he  ought 
to  be  procured  if  Money  will  purchafe  him, 
without  regarding  what  Party,  or  indeed  what 
Country  or  Nation  he  is  of,  whether  Black  or 
White.  Univerfities  fhould  be  publick  Marts 
for  all  manner  of  Literature,  as  your  Annual 
Fairs,  that  are  kept  at  Leipfick^  Franc  fir and 
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other  Places  in  Germany,  are  for  different  Wares 
and  Merchandizes^  where  no  difference  is  made 
between  Natives  and  Foreigners,  and  which 
Men  refort  to  from  all  Parts  of  the  World 
with  equal  Freedom  and  equal  Privilege. 

From  paying  the  Gratifications  I  fpoke  of  I 
would  excufe  all  Students  defign'd  for  the  Mi- 
niftry  of  the  Gofpel.  There  is  no  Faculty  fo 
immediately  necelTary  to  the  Government  of  a 
Nation  as  tnat  of  Theology,  and  as  we  ought 
to  have  great  Numbers  of  Divines  for  the  oer- 
vice  of  this  Ifland,  I  would  not  have  the  mean- 
er People  difcouraged  from  bringing  up  their 
Children  to  that  Fundion.  For  tho'  wealthy 
Men,  if  they  have  many  Sons,  fometimes  make 
one  of  them  a  Clergyman,  as  we  fee  even  Per- 
fons  of  Quality  take  up  Holy  Orders,  and  there 
are  likewife  People  of  good  Senfe,  efpecially 
Divines,  that  from  a  Principle  of  Prudence 
bring  up  their  Children  to  that  rrofeffion,  when 
they  are  morally  affured  that  they  have  Friends 
or  lntereft  enough,  and  fliall  be  able  either  by 
a  good  Fellowlhip  at  the  Univerfity,  Advowfons 
or  other  means  to  procure  'em  a  Livelihood : 
But  thefe  produce  not  the  large  Number  of  Di- 
vines that  are  yearly  Or dain'd,  and  for  the  Bulk 
of  the  Clergy  we  are  indebted  to  another  Ori- 
ginal. 

Among  the  midling  People  of  all  Trades  there 
are  Bigots  who  have  a  fuperftitious  Awe  for  a 
Gown  and  CalTock :  of  thefe  there  are  Multi- 
tudes that  feel  an  ardent  Defire  of  having  a  Son 
"  "  promoted 
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promoted  to  the  Miniftry  of  the  Gofpel,  with- 
out confidering  what  is  to  become  of  them 
afterwards ;  and  many  a  kind  Mother  in  this 
Kingdom,  without  confulting  her  own  Cir- 
cumftances  or  her  Child's  Capacity,  tranfported 
with  this  laudable  Wifti  is  daily  feafting  on 
this  pleaiing  Thought,  and  often  before  her  Son 
is  twelve  Years  old,  mixing  Maternal  Love 
with  Devotion,  throws  her  felf  into  Ecftafies  and 
Tears  of  Satisfaction,  by  refle&ing  on  the  Future 
Enjoyment  flie  is  to  receive  from  feeing  him 
ftand  in  a  Pulpit,  and  w7ith  her  own  Ears 
hearing  him  Preach  the  Word  of  God.    It  is 
to  this  Religious  Zeal,  or  at  leaft  the  Human 
Frailties  that  pafs  for  and  reprefent  it,  that  we 
owe  the  great  plenty  of  poor  Scholars  the  Na- 
tion enjoys.  For  confidering  the  inequality  of 
Livings,  and  the  fmalnefs  or  Benefices  up  and 
down  the  Kingdom,  without  this  happy  Dif- 
pofition  in  Parents  of  fmall  Fortune,  we  could 
not  poflibly  befurnilhed  from  any  other  Quarter 
with  proper  Perfons  for  the  Miniftry,  to  attend 
all  the  Cures  of  Souls,  fo  pitifully  provided  for, 
that  no  Mortal  could  Live  upon  them  that  had 
been  Educated  in  any  tolerable  Plenty,  unlefs 
he  was  poflefled  of  real  Virtue,  which  it  is 
Foolilh  and  indeed  Injurious,  we  fliould  more 
expert  from  the  Clergy  than  we  generally  find 
it  in  the  Laity. 

The  great  Care  I  would  take  to  promote  that 
part  of  Learning  which  is  more  immediately 
ufeful  to  Society,  ftiould  not  make  me  neglea 
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the  more  Curious  and  Polite,  but  all  the  Liberal 
Arts  and  every  Branch  of  Literature  fliould  be 
encouraged  throughout  the  Kingdom,  more  than 
they  are,  if  my  wifhing  could  do  it.   In  every 
County  there  fliould  be  one  or  more  large 
Schools  erefted  at  the  Publick  Charge  for 
Latin  and  Greeks  that  fhould  be  divided  into  fix 
or  more  Gaffes,  with  particular  Mailers  in  each 
of  them.  The  whole  lhould  be  under  the  Care 
and  Infpe&ion  of  fome  Men  of  Letters  in  Au- 
thority, who  would  not  only  be  Titular  Gover- 
nors, but  a&ually  take  pains  at  leaft  twice  a 
Year,  in  hearing  every  Clafs  thoroughly  exa- 
min'd  by  the  Mailer  of  it,  and  not  content 
themfelves  with  judging  of  the  Progrefs  the 
Scholars  had  made  from  Themes  and  other  Ex- 
ercifes  that  had  been  made  out  of  their  Sight. > 
At  the  fame  time  I  would  difcharge  and  hin- 
der the  multiplicity  of  thofe  petty  Schools,  that 
never  would  have  had  any  Exiltence  had  the 
Mailers  of  them  not  been  extremely  indigent. 
It  is  a  Vulgar  Error  that  no  body  can  fpell  or 
write  Englijh  well  without  a  little  fmatch  of 
Latin.  This  is  upheld  by  Pedants  for  their  own 
Intereft,  and  by  none  more  ftrenuoufly  main  taint- 
ed than  fuch  of  'em  as  are  poor  Scholars  in  more 
than  one  Senfe :  in  the  mean  time  it  is  an  abomi- 
nable Falftiood.  I  have  known,  and  am  Hill  ac- 
quainted with  feveral,  and  fome  of  the  Fair 
Sex,  that  never  learn VI  any  Latin^  and  yet  keep 
to  ftrift  Orthography,  and  write  admirable 
good  Senfe  9  whereas  on  the  other  hand  every 
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body  may  meet  with  the  Scriblings  of  pretend* 
ed  Scholars,  at  lead  fuch  as  went  to  a  Gram- 
mar School  for  feveral  7ears,  that  have  Gram- 
mar Faults  and  are  ill-fpelt.  The  underftand* 
ing  of  Latin  thoroughly  is  highly  neceffary  to 
all  that  are  defigned  for  any  or  the  Learned 
Profeflions,  and  I  would  have  no  Gentleman 
without  Literature ;  even  thofe  who  are  to  be 
brought  up  Attorneys,  Surgeons  and  Apothe- 
caries, fhould  be  much  better  vers'd  in  that 
Language  than  generally  they  are ;  but  to  Youth 
who  afterwards  are  to  get  a  Livelihood  in 
Trades  and  Callings,  in  which  Latin  is  not 
daily  wanted,  it  is  of  no  Ufe,  and  the  learn- 
ing of  it  an  evident  Lofs  of  juft  fo  much  Time 
and  Money  as  are  beftowed  upon  it.  When 
Men  come  into  Bufmefs,  what  was  taught  them 
of  it  in  thofe  petty  Schools  is  either  foon  forgot, 
or  only  fit  to  make  them  impertinent,  and  of- 
ten very  troublefome  in  Company.  Few  Men 
can  forbear  valuing  themfelves  on  any  Know- 
ledge they  had  once  acquired,  even  after  they 
have  loft  it ;  and  unlefs  they  are  very  model! 
and  difcreet,  the  undigelled  fcraps  which  fuch 
People  commonly  remember  of  Latin,  feldom 
fail  of  rendering  them  at  one  time  or  other  ridi- 
culous to  thofe  who  underltand  it. 

Reading  and  Writing  I  would  Treat  as  we 
do  Mufick  and  Dancing,  I  would  not  hinder 
them  nor  force  them  upon  the  Society:  As  long 
as  there  was  any  thing  to  be  got  by  them,  there 
would  be  Matters  enough  to  Teach  them.;  but 
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nothing  fliould  be  taught  for  nothing  but  at 
Church :  And  here  I  would  exclude  even  thofe 
who  might  be  defigned  for  the  Miniftry  of  the 
Gofpel ;  for  if  Parents  are  fo  miferably  Poor 
that  they  can't  afford  their  Children  thefe  firft 
Elements  of  Learning,  it  is  Impudence  in  them 
to  afpire  any  further. 

It  would  Encourage  likewife  the  lower  fort 
of  People  to  give  their  Children  this  part  of 
Education,  if  they  could  fee  them  preferred  to 
thofe  of  idle  Sots  or  forry  Rake-hells,  that  never 
knew  what  it  was  to  provide  a  Rag  for  their 
Brats  but  by  Begging.  But  now  when  a  Boy 
or  a  Girl  are  wanted  for  any  fmall  Service,  we 
reckon  it  a  Duty  to  employ  our  Charity  Chil- 
dren before  any  other.  The  Education  of  them 
looks  like  a  Reward  for  being  Vicious  and 
Unaftive,  a  Benefit  commonly  beftow'd  on  Pa* 
rents,  who  deferve  to  be  puniflied  for  fliame- 
fully  neglefting  their  Families.  In  one  Place 
you  may  hear  a  Rafcal  Half-drunk,  Damning 
himfelf*  call  for  th'  other  Pot,  and  as  a  good 
Reafon  for  it  add,  that  his  Boy  is  provided  for 
in  Cloaths  and  has  his  Schooling  for  nothing : 
In  another  you  fliall  fee  a  poor  Women  in  great 
Neceifity,  whofe  Child  is  to  be  taken  care  of, 
becaufe  herfelf  is  a  Lazy  Slut,  and  never  did 
any  thing  to  remedy  her  Wants  in  goodearnelt, 
but  bewailing  them  at  a  Gin-ihop. 

If  every  Body's  Children  are  well  taught, 
who  by  their  own  Induftry  can  Educate  them 
at  our  Univerfities,  there  will  be  Men  of  Learn- 
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ing  enough  to  fupply  this  Nation  and  fuch 
another;  and  Reading,  Writing  or  Arithmetick 
would  never  "be  wanting  in  the  Buiinefs  that 
requires  them,  tho'  none  were  to  learn  them, 
but  fuch  whofe  Parents  could  be  at  the  Charge  of 
it.  It  is  not  with  Letters  as  it  is  with  the  Gifts 
of  the  Holy  Ghqft,  that  they  may  not  be  pur- 
chafed  with  Money;  and  bought  Wit,  if  we 
believe  the  Proverb,  is  none  of  the  Worft. 
.  I  thought  it  neceflary  to  fay  thus  much  of 
Learning,  to  obviate  the  Clamours  of  the  Ene- 
mies to  Truth  and  fair  Dealing,  who  had  I  not 
fo  amply  explained  my  felf  on  this  Head,  would 
have  reprefentcd  me  as  a  Mortal  Foe  to  all 
Literature  and  ufeful  Knowledge,  and  a  wicked 
Advocate  for  Univerfal  Ignorance  and  Stupidity. 
I  fhall.now  make  good  my  Promife  of  anfwer- 
ing  what  I  knew  the  Well-wifliers  to  Charity- 
Schools  would  objeft  againit  me,  by  faying  that 
they  brought  up  their  Children  under  their  care 
to  Warrantable  and  Laborious  Trades,  and  not 
to  Idlenefs  as  I  did  infinuate. 

I  have  fufficiently  ftiew'd  already,  why  going 
to  School  was  Idlenefs  if  compar'd  to  Working, 
and  exploded  this  fort  of  Education  in  the 
Children  of  the  Poor,  becaufe  it  Incapacitates 
them  ever  after  for  downright  Labour,  which  i% 
their  proper  Province,  and  in  every  Citfil  Society 
a  Portion  they  ought  not  to  repine  or  grum- 
ble at,  if  exaaed  from  them  with  Difcrction 
and  Humanity.  What  remains  is  that  I  fliould 
fpeak  as  to  their  putting  them  out  to  Trades, 
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which  I  fliall  endeavour  to  demonftrate  to  be 
deftru&ive  to  the  Harmony  of  a  Nation,  and  an 
impertinent  intermedling  with  what  few  of 
thefe  Governours  know  any  thing  of. 

In  order  to  this  let  us  examine  into  the  Na- 
ture of  Societies,  and  what  the  Compound 
ought  to  confilt  of,  if  we  would  raife  it  to  as 
high  a  degree  of  Strength,  Beauty  and  Perfe- 
ction, as  the  Ground  we  are  to  do  it  upon  will 
let  us.  The  Variety  of  Services  that  are  requir- 
ed to  fupply  the  Luxurious  and  Wanton Defires 
as  well  as  real  Neceffities  of  Man,  with  all  their 
fubordinate  Callings,  is  in  fuch  a  Nation  as  ours 
prodigious;  yet  it  is  certain  that,tho'  the  number 
of  thofe  feveral  Occupations  be  exceflively  great, 
it  is  far  from  being  infinite:  if  you  add  one  more 
than  is  required  it  muft  be  fuperfluous.   If  a 
Man  had  a  good  Stock  and  the  beft  Shop  in 
Cheap  fide  to  fell  Turbands  in,  he  would  be  ruin'd, 
and  if  "Demetrius  or  any  other  Silverfmith  made 
nothing  but  Diana's  Shrines  he  would  not  get 
his  Bread,  now  the  Worlhip  of  that  Goddels  is 
out  of  Fafhion.  As  it  is  Folly  to  fet  up  Trades 
that  are  not  wanted,  fo  what  is  next  to  it  is  to 
fcncreafe  in  any  one  Trade  the  Numbers  beyond 
what  are  required.   As  things  are  managed 
with  usj  it  would  be  prepofterous  to  have  as 
many  Brewers  as  there  are  Bakers,  or  as  many 
Woollendrapers  as  there  are  Shoemakers.  This 
Proportion  as  to  Numbers  in  every  Trade  finds 
it  felf,  and  is  never  better  kept  than  when  no 
body  meddles  or  interferes  with  it. 

People 
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People  that  have  Children  to  educate  that 
muft  get  their  Livelihood,  are  always  confult- 
ing  and  deliberating  what  Trade  or  Calling  they 
are  to  bring  them  up  to,  till  they  are  fix'd ;  and 
thoufands  think  on  this  that  hardly  think  at  jtll 
on  any  thing  elfe.  Firft  they  confine  themfelves 
to  their  Circumftances,  and  he  that  can  give  but 
ten  Pounds  with  his  Son  mult  not  look  out 
for  a  Trade  where  they  ask  an  hundred  with 
an  Apprentice :  but  the  next  they  think  on  is 
always  which  will  be  the  molt  advantageous  : 
if  there  be  a  Calling  where  at  that  time  People 
are  more  generally  employ'd  than  they  are  in 
any  other  in  the  fame  Reach,  there  are  prefent- 
ly  half  a  fcore  Fathers  ready  to  fupply  it  with 
their  Sons.  Therefore  the  greatelt  Care  moll 
Companies  have  is  about  the  Regulation  of  the 
Number  of  Prentices.   Now  when  all  Trades 
complain,  and  perhaps  jultly,  that  they  are  over- 
Hocked,  you  manifeltly  injure  that  Trade,  to 
which  you  add  one  Member  more  than  would 
flow  from  the  Nature  of  Society.   Beiides  that 
the  Governors  of  Charity-Schools  don't  delibe- 
rate fo  much  what  Trade  is  the  beft,  but  what 
Tradefmenthey  can  get  that  will  take  the  Boys 
with  fuch  a  Sum ;  and  few  Men  of  Subltance 
and  Experience  will  have  any  thing  to  do  with 
thefe  Children :  they  are  afraid  of  a  hundred 
Inconveniencies  from  the  necellitous  Parents  of 
them :  So  that  they  are  bound,  at  lealt  moll 
commonly,  either  to  Sots  and  neglecting  Ma- 
ilers, or  elfe  fuch  as  are  very  needy  and  don't 
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care  what  becomes  of  their  Prentices,  after  they 
have  received  the  Money :  by  which  it  feems 
as  if  we  ftudy'd  nothing  more  than  to  have  a 
perpetual  Nurfery  for  Charity  Schools. 

When  all  Trades  and  Handicrafts  are  over- 
Itock'd,  it  is  a  certain  fign  there  is  a  Fault  in 
the  Management  of  the  whole;  for  it  is  im- 
poffible  there  fliould  be  too  many  People  if 
the  Country  is  able  to  Feed  them.   Are  Pro- 
vifions  dear?  Whofe  Fault  is  that,  as  long  as 
you  have  Ground  untill'd  and  Hands  unem- 
ploy'd?  But  I  fliall  beanfwer'd,  that  toencreafe 
Plenty,  muft  at  long  run  undo  the  Farmer  or 
leffen  the  Rents  all  over  England.   To  which 
I  reply,  that  what  the  Husbandman  complains 
of  moft  is  what  I  would  redrefs :  The  grea  teft 
Grievance  of  Farmers,  Gardiners  and  others, 
where  hard  Labour  is  required,  and  dirty  Work 
to  be  done,  is,  that  they  can't  get  Servants  for 
the  fame  Wages  they  ufed  to  have  them  at. 
The  Day-Labourer  grumbles  at  Sixteen  Pence 
to  do  no  other  Drudgery  than  what  Thirty 
Years  ago  his  Grandfather  did  chearfully  for 
half  the  Money.    As  to  the  Rents,  it  is  impofli- 
ble  they  fliould  fall  whilft  you  encreafe  your 
Numbers,  but  the  Price  of  Provifions  and  all 
Labour  in  general  muft  fall  with  them  if  not 
before ;  and  a  Man  of  a  Hundred  and  Fifty 
Pounds  a  Year,  has  no  reafon  to  complain  that 
his  Income  is  reduced  to  One  Hundred,  if  he 
can  buy  as  much  for  that  One  Hundred  as  before 
he  could  have  done  for  Two. 

There 
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There  is  no  Intrinfick  Worth  in  Money  but 
what  is  alterable  with  the  Times,  and  whether 
a  Guinea  goes  for  Twenty  Pounds  or  for  a  Shil- 
ling, it  is  (as  I  have  already  hinted  before)  the 
Labour  of  the  Poor,  and  not  the  high  and  low 
value  that  is  fet  on  Gold  or  Silver,  which  all  the 
Comforts  of  Life  muft  arife  from.   It  is  in  our 
Power  to  have  a  much  greater  Plenty  than  we 
enjoy,  if  Agriculture  and  Fifhery  were  taken 
care  of,  as  they  might  be ;  but  we  are  fo  little 
capable  of  encreafmg  our  Labour,  that  we  have 
hardly  Poor  enough  to  do  what  is  neceflary  to 
make  us  fubfilt.   The  proportion  of  the  Socie- 
ty is  fpoil'd,  and  the  Bulk  of  the  Nation  which 
inould  every  where  confift  of  Labouring  Poor, 
that  are  unacquainted  with  every  thing  but 
their  W  ork,  is  too  little  for  the  other  parts.  In 
all  Bufinefs  where  downright  Labour  is  fhun'd 
or  over-paid,  there  is  plenty  of  People.  To  one 
Merchant  you  have  ten  Book-keepers,  or  at  lealt 
Pretenders ;  and  every  where  in  the  Country 
the  Farmer  wants  Hands.   Ask  for  a  Footman 
that  for  fome  time  has  been  in  Gentlemens 
Families,  and  you'll  get  a  dozen  that  are  all 
Butlers.    You  may  have  Chamber-maids  by  the 
Score,  but  you  can  t  get  a  Cook  under  extra- 
vagant Wages. 

No  Body  will  do  the  dirty  flavifh  Work, 
that  can  help  it.  I  don't  difcommend  them ; 
but  all  thefe  things  Ihew  that  the  People  of  the 
meaneit  Rank  know  too  much  to  be  fervicea- 
ble  to  us.   Servants  require  more  than  Mailers 

and 


Digitized  by  Google 


3  4* 


An  Efay  an  Charity 


and  Miftrefles  can  afford,  and  what  madnefs  is 
it  to  encourage  them  in  this,  by  induftrioufly 


they  will  be  fure  to  make  us  pay  for  over  again ! 
And  it  is  not  only  that  thofe  who  are  educated 
at  our  own  Expence  encroach  upon  us,  but  the 
raw  ignorant  Country  Wenches  and  Boobily 
Fellows  that  can  do,  and  are  good  for,  nothing 
impofe  upon  us  likewife.  The  fcarcity  of  Ser- 
vants occafion'd  by  the  Education  of  the  firft, 

Pives  a  Handle  to  the  latter  of  advancing'  their 
rice,  and  demanding  what  ought  only  to  be 
given  to  Servants  that  underltand  their  Bufinefs, 
and  have  mod  of  the  good  Qualities  that  can 
be  required  in  them. 

There  is  no  place  in  the  World  where  there 
are  more  clever  Fellows  to  look  at  or  to  do  an 
Errand  than  fome  of  our  Footmen  ;  but  what 
are  they  good  for  in  the  main  ?  The  greateit 
part  of  them  are  Rogues  and  not  to  be  trufted ; 
and  if  they  are  Honefl  half  of  them  are  Sots, 
and  will  get  Drunk  three  or  four  times  a  Week. 
The  furly  ones  are  generally  Quarrelfome,  and 
valuing  their  Manhood  beyond  all  other  Confi- 
derations,  care  not  what  Cloaths  they  fpoil, 
or  what  Disappointments  they  mav  occafion, 
when  their  Prowefs  is  inQueltion.  tTiofe  who 
#re  good-natured,  are  generally  fad  Whore- 
mafters  that  are  ever  running  after  the  Wenches, 
and  fpoil  all  the  Maid  Servants  they  come  near. 
Many  of  them  are  Guilty  of  all  thefe  Vices, 
Whoring,  Drinking,  Quarrelling,  and  yet  fhall 
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have  all  their  Faults  overlooked  and  bore  with, 
becaufe  they  are  Men  of  good  Mien  and  humble 
Addrefs  that  know  how  to  wait  on  Gentlemen ; 
which  is  an  unpardonable  Folly  in  Mailers,  and 
generally  ends  in  the  Ruin  of  Servants. 

Some  few  there  are  that  are  not  addi&ed  to  any 
of  thefe  Failings,  and  underftand  their  Duty  be- 
fides ;  but  as  thefe  are  Rarities  fo  there  is  not 
one  in  Fifty  but  what  over-rates  himfelf ;  his 
Wages  mult  be  extravagant  and  you  can  never 
have  done  giving  him ;  every  thing  in  theHoufe 
is  his  Perquifite,  and  he  won't  Hay  with  you 
unlefs  his  Vails  are  fufficient  to  maintain  a  mid- 
ling  Family ;  and  tho'  you  had  taken  him  from 
the  Dunghill,  out  of  an  Hofpital,  or  a  Prifon, 
you  fhall  never  keep  him  longer  than  he  can 
make  of  his  Place  what  in  his  high  Eftimation 
of  himfelf  he  ihall  think  he  deferves ;  nay,  the 
beft  and  moft  civiliz'd,  that  never  were  Saucy 
or  Impertinent,  will  leave  the  moft  indulgent 
Mailer,  and,  to  get  handfomely  away,  frame 
fifty  Excufes,  and  tell  downright  Lyes,  as  foon 
as  they  can  mend  themfelves.  A  Man,  who 
keeps  an  Half-Crown  or  Twelve-penny  Ordi- 
nary, looks  not  more  for  Money  from  his  Culto- 
mers  than  a  Footman  does  from  every  Gueft 
that  Dines  or  Sups  with  his  Matter;  and  I 
queftion  whether  the  one  does  not  often  think 
a  Shilling  or  Half  a  Crown,  according  to  the 
Quality  of  the  Perfon,  his  due  as  much  as  the 
other, 
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A  Houfekeeper  who  cannot  afford  to  make 
many  Entertainments,  and  does  not  often  invite 
People  to  his  Table,  can  have  no  creditable  Man- 
Servant,  and  is  forc'd  to  take  up  with  fome 
Country  Booby  or  other  Aukward  Fellow, 
who  will  likewife  give  him  the  Slip  as  foon  as 
he  imagines  himfelf  fit  for  any  other  Service, 
and  is  made  wifer  by  his  rafcally  Companions. 
All  noted  Eating-Houfes  and  P  laces  that  many 
Gentlemen  refort  to  for  Diverfion  or  Bufmefs, 
more  efpecially  the  Precinfts  of  Weftminfter-hall^ 
are  the  great  Schools  for  Servants,  where  the 
dullefl  Fellows  may  have  their  Underftandings 
improved ;  and  get  rid  at  once  of  their  Stupidity 
and  their  Innocence.  They  are  the  Academies  for 
Footmen,  where  Publick  Lefturcs  are  daily  read 
on  all  Sciences  of  low  Debauchery  by  the  expe- 
rienced Profelfors  of  them,  and  Students  are 
inftru&ed  in  above  Seven  Hundred  illiberal 
Arts,  how  to  Cheat,  Impofe  upon,  and  find 
out  the  blind  fide  of  their  Matters,  with  fo 
much  Application,  that  in  few  Years  they  become 
Graduates  in  Iniquity.  Young  Gentlemen  and 
others  that  are  not  thoroughly  vers'd  in  the 
World,  when  they  get  fuch  knowing  Sharpers 
in  their  Service,  are  commonly  indulging  above 
meafure;  and  for  fear  of  difcovering  their  want 
of  Experience  hardly  dare  to  contradictor  deny 
them  any  thing,  which  is  often  the  Reafon  that 
by  allowing  them  ynrealbnable  Privileges  they 
expofe  their  Ignorance  when  they  are  moll  en- 
deavouring to  conceal  it. 

Some 
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Some  perhaps  will  lay  the  things  I  complain 
of  to  the  charge  of  Luxury,  of  which  I  faid 
that  it  could  do  no  hurt  to  a  rich  Nation,  if 
the  Imports  never  did  exceed  the  Exports ;  but 
I  don't  think  this  Imputation  Juft,  and  nothing 
ought  to  be  fcored  on  the  Account  of  Luxury, 
that  is  downright  the  Effeft  of  Folly.  A  Man 
may  be  very  extravagant  in  indulging  his  Eafe 
and  his  Plealure,  and  render  the  Enjoyment  of 
the  World  as  Operofe  and  Expenfive  as  they 
can  be  made,  if  he  can  afford  it,  and  at  the 
fame  time  fhew  his  good  Senfe  in  every  thing 
about  him :  This  he  cannot  be  faid  to  do  if  he 
induftrioufly  renders  his  People  incapable  of  do- 
ing him  that  Service  he  expefts  from  them. 
'Tis  too  much  Money,  exceffive  Wages,  and 
unreafonableVails  that  fpoil  Servants  in  England. 
A  Man  may  have  Five  and  Twenty  Hones  in 
his  Stables  without  being  guilty  of  Folly,  if  it 
fuits  with  the  reft  of  hisCircumftances,butifhe 
keeps  but  one,  and  overfeeds  it  to  lhew  his 
Wealth,  he  is  a  Fool  for  his  Pains.  Is  it  not 
Madnefs  to  fuffer  that  Servants  fliould  take  three 
and  others  five  per  Cent,  of  what  they  pay  to 
Tradefmen  for  their  Mafters,  as  is  fo  well  known 
to  W  atchmakers  and  others  that  fell  Toys,  fu- 
perfluous  Nicknacks,  and  other  Curiofitics,  if 
they  deal  with  People  of  Quality,  and  Faftiio- 
nable  Gentlemen  that  are  above  telling  their 
own  Money?  If  they  fliould  accept  of  aPrefent 
when  offer  d,  it  might  be  conniv'd  at,  but  it  is 
an  unpardonable  Impudence  that  they  fliould 
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claim  it  as  their  due,  and  contend  for  it  if 
reMed.  Thofe  who  have  all  the  Ncceflariesof 
Life  provided  for,  can  have  no  occafion  for 
Money  but  what  does  them  hurt  as  Servants, 
unlefs  they  were  to  hoard  it  up  for  Age  or 
Sicknefs,  which  among  our  Skip-kennels  is  not 
very  common,  and  even  then  it  makes  them 
Saucy  and  Lnfupportable. 

I  am  credibly  inform'd  that  a  parcel  of  Foot- 
men are  arriv'd  to  that  height  of  Infolence  as 
to  have  entered  into  a  Society  together,  and 
made  Laws  by  which  they  oolige  themfelves 
not  to  ferve  for  lefs  than  fuch  a  Sum,  nor  carry 
Burdens  or  any  Bundle  or  Parcel  above  a  certain 
Weight,  not  exceeding  Two  or  Three  Pounds, 
with  other  Regulations  direftly  oppofite  to  the 
Intereft  of  thofe  they  Serve,  and  altogether 
definitive  to  theUfe  they  were  delign'd  for. 
If  any  of  them  be  turn'd  away  for  ftri&ly  ad- 
hering to  the  Orders  of  this  Honourable  Cor- 
poration, he  is  taken  care  of  till  another  Service 
is  provided  for  him,  and  there  is  no  Money 
wanting  at  any  time  to  commence  and  maintain 
a  Law-fuit  againit  any  Mailer  that  ihall  pretend 
to  ilrike  or  offer  any  other  Injury  to  his  Gentle- 
man Footman,  contrary  to  the  Statutes  of  their 
Society.  If  this  be  true,  as  I  have  reafon  to 
believe  it  is,  and  they  are  fuffer'd  to  g;o  on  in 
confulting  and  providing  for  their  own  Eafe  and 
Conveniency  any  further,  we  may  expeft  quickly 
to  fee  the  French  Comedy  Le  Maitre  Le  Valet 
aded  in  good  earneft  in  moll  Families,  which 
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if  not  redr efs'd  in  a  little  time,  and  thofe  Foot- 
men encreafe  their  Company  to  the  Number 
it  is  poflible  they  may,  as  well  as  aflemble 
when  they  pleafe  with  Impunity,  it  will  be  in 
their  Power  to  make  a  Tragedy  of  it  whenever 
they  have  a  mind  to't. 

But  fuppofe  thofe  Apprehenfions  frivolous 
and  groundlefs,  it  is  undeniable  that  Servants  in 
general  are  daily  encroaching  upon  Matters  and 
MHlreifes,  and  endeavouring  to  be  more  upon 
the  Level  with  them.  They  not  only  feem 
follicitous  to  abolifh  the  low  dignity  of  their 
Condition,  but  have  already  conhderably  rais'd 
it  in  the  common  Eftimation  from  the  Original 
Meannefs  which  the  Publick  Welfare  requires 
it  fhould  always  remain  in.  I  don't  fay  that 
thefe  things  are  altogether  owing  to  Charity- 
Schools,  there  are  other  Evils  they  may  be  part- 
ly afcrib'd  to.  London  is  too  big  for  the  Coun- 
try, and  in  feveral  Refpe&s  we  are  wanting  to 
our  felves.  But  if  a  Thoufand  Faults  were  to 
concur  before  the  Inconveniences  could  be  pro*- 
duced  we  labour  under,  can  any  Man  doubt 
who  will  confider  what  I  have  faid,  that  Charity 
Schools  are  AccefTary,  or  at  leaft  that  they  are 
more  likely,  to  Create  and  Encreafe  than  to  let- 
fen  or  redrefs  thofe  Complaints. 

The  only  thing  of  Weight  then  that  can  be 
faid  in  their  behalf  is,  that  fo  many  Thoufand 
Children  are  Educated  by  them  in  the  Christian 
Faith  and  the  Principles  of  the  Church  of  Eng- 
land.  To  demonftrate  that  this  is  nota  fuffici- 
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€nt  Plea  for  them,  I  muft  defire  the  Reader,  as 
I  hate  Repetitions,  to  look  back  on  what  I  have 
faid  before,  to  which  I  fliall  add,  that  whatever 
is  neceflary  to  Salvation  and  requifite  for  Poor 
Labouring  People  to  know  concerning  Religion, 
that  Children  learn  at  School,  may  fully  as  well 
either  by  Preaching  or  Catechizing  be  taught 
at  Church,  from  which  or  fome  other  Place  of 
Worihip  I  would  not  have  the  meaneft  of  a 
Parifti  that  is  able  to  walk  to  it  be  abfent  on 
Sundays.   It  is  the  Sabbath,  the  moft  ufeful  Day 
in  Seven,  that  is  fet  apart  for  Divine  Service  and 
Religious  Exercife  as  well  as  refting  from  Bodily 
Labour,  and  it  is  a  Duty  incumbent  on  all  Ma- 
giftrates  to  take  particular  Care  of  that  Day. 
The  Poor  more  efpecially  and  their  Children 
fhould  be  made  to  go  to  Church  on  it  both  in 
the  Fore  and  Afternoon,  becaufe  they  have  no 
Time  on  any  other.   By  Precept  and  Example 
they  ought  to  be  encouraged  and  ufed  to  it  from 
their  very  Infancy;  the  wilful  Negleft  of  it 
ought  to  be  counted  Scandalous,  and  if  down- 
right Compulfion  to  what  I  urge  might  feem 
too  Harfti  and  perhaps  Impracticable,  all  Di- 
verfions  at  leaft  ought  ftri&ly  to  be  prohibited, 
and  the  Poor  hindred  from  every  Amufement 
Abroad  that  might  allure  or  draw  them  from 
it! 

Where  this  Care  is  taken  by  the  Magiftrates 
as  far  as  it  lies  in  their  Power,  Minifters  of  the 
Gofpel  may  inftill  into  the  fmallefl  Capacities, 
more  Piety  and  Devotion,  and  better  Principles 
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of  Virtue  and  Religion  than  Charity-Schools 
eve^  did  or  ever  will  produce,  and  thole  who 
complain,  when  they  have  luch  Opportunities, 
that  t^ey  cannot  imbue  their  Parilhioners  with 
fuffictent  Knowledge  of  what  they  Hand  in  need 
of  as  Chriitians,  without  the  affiltance  of  Read- 
ing and  Writing,  are  either  very  Lazy  or  very 
Ignorant  and  undeferving  themlelves. 

That  the  moft  Knowing  are  not  the  molt  Reli- 
gious, will  be  evident  if  we  make  a  Trial  between 
People  of  different  Abilities  even  in  this  J  unfturc, 
where  going  to  Church  is  not  made  luch  ai) 
Obligation  on  the  Poor  and  Illiterate, as  it  might 
be.  Let  us  pitch  upon  a  hundred  Poor  Men, 
the  firlt  we  can  light  on,  that  are  above  forty, 
and  were  brought  up  to  hard  Labour  from  their 
Infancy,  fuch  as  never  went  to  School  at  all, 
and  always  lived  remote  from  Knowledge  and 
Great  Towns :  Let  us  compare  to  thefe  an  equal 
number  of  very  good  Scholars,  that  fliall  all  have 
had  Univerfity  Education ;  and  be,  if  you  will, 
half  of  them  Divines,  well  verfed  in  Philology 
and  Polemick  Learning ;  then  let  us  impartially 
examine  into  the  Lives  and  Conventions  of 
both,  and  I  dare  engage  that  among  the  firft 
who  can  neither  Read  nor  Write,  we  (hall  meet 
with  more  Union  and  Neighbourly  Love,  lefs 
Wickednefs  and  Attachment  to  the  World,  more 
Content  of  Mind,  more  Innocence,  Sincerity, 
and  other  good  Qualities  that  conduce  to  the 
iPublick  Peace  and  Real  Felicity,  than  we  ftiali 
find  among  the  latter,  where  on  the  contrary, 
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we  may  be  affured  of  the  height  of  Pride  and 
Infolence,  eternal  Quarrels  andDiffentions,  Irre- 
concilable Hatreds,  Strife,  Envy,  Calumny  and 
other  Vices  deftruftive  to  mutual  Concord, 
which  the  illiterate  labouring  Poor  are  hardly 
ever  tainted  with  to  any  coiuiderable  Degree. 

I  am  very  well  perfuaded,  that  what  I  have 
faid  in  the  laft  Paragraph  will  be  no  News  to 
moft  of  my  Readers ;  but  if  it  be  Truth,  why 
Ihould  it  be  ftifled,  and  why  muft  our  concern 
for  Religion  be  eternally  made  a  Cloak  to  hide 
our  real  Drifts  and  worldly  Intentions  ?  Would 
both  Parties  agree  to  pull  off  the  Mafque,  we 
Ihould  foon  difcover  that  whatever  they  pre-t 
tend  to,  they  aim  at  nothing  fo  much  in  Cha- 
rity-Schools  as  to  ftrengthen  their  Party,  and 
that  the  great  Sticklers  for  the  Church,  by 
ducating  Children  in  the  Principles  of  Religion, 
mean,  infpiring  them  with  a  Superlative  V  ene«> 
ration  for  the  Clergy  of  the  Church  of  England, 
and  a  ftrong  Averfion  and  immortal  Animofity 
•againft  all  that  diflent  from  it.  To  be  aflurea 
of  this,  we  are  but  to  mind  on  the  one  hand, 
what  Divines  are  moft  admired  for  their  Chari- 
ty Sermons  and  moft  fond  to  Preach  them  ;and 
on  the  other,  whether  of  late  Years  we  have 
had  any  Riots  or  Party  Scuffles  among  the 
Mob,  in  which  the  Youth  of  a  famous  Hofpi- 
tal  in  this  City  were  not  always  the  moft  for- 
ward Ring-leaders. 

The  Grand  Aflerters  of  Liberty,  who  are  ever 
guarding  themfelves  and  Skirmifliing  againft 
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itrary  Power,  often  when  they  are  in  no  dan- 
ger of  it,  are,  generally  fpeaking,  not  very  Super- 
ititious,  nor  feem  to  lay  great  ltrefs  on1  any  Mo- 
dern Apoftleftiip :  Yet  Tome  of  thefe  likewife 
fpeak  up  loudly  for  Charity-Schools,  but  what 
they  expeft  from  'em  has  no  relation  to  Religion 
or  Morality :  They  only  look  upon  them  as  the 
proper  means  to  deftroy  and  difappoint  the  pow- 
er of  the  Priefts  over  the  Laity.  Reading  and 
Writing  encreafe  Knowledge,  and  the  more  Men 
know,  the  better  they  can  Judge  for  themfelves, 
and  they  imagine  that,  if  Knowledge  could  be 
rendred  Univerfal,  People  could  not  be  Prieit- 
rid,  which  is  the  thing  they  fear  the  moft. 

The  Firft,  I  confefs,  it  is  very  probable  will 
get  their  Aim*  But  fure  Wife  Men  that  are  nor 
Red-hot  for  a  Party  or  Bigots  to  the  Priefts,- 
will  not  think  it  worth  while  to  fuffer  fo  many 
Inconveniencies,as  Charity-Schools  may  be  the 
Occafion  of,  only  to  promote  the  Ambition  and 
Power  of  the  Clergy;  To  the  other  I  would 
anfwer,  that  if  all  tnofe  who  are  Educated  at 
the  Charge  of  their  Parents  or  Relations,  will 
but  think  for  themfelves  and  reftife  to  have  their 
Reafon  impofedupon  by  the  Priefts,:  we  need 
not  be  concerned  for  what  the  Clergy  will 
work  upon  the  Ignorant  that  have  no  Educa- 
tion at  all.  Let  them  make  the  moft  of 
them,  confidering  the  Schools  we  have  for 
thofe  who  can  and  do  pay  for  Learning,  it 
is  ridiculous  to  imagine  that  the  aboliihing 
of  Charity-Schools  would  be  a-  ftep  towards 
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any  Ignorance  that  could  be  prejudicial  to  the 

Nation.  . 

I  would  not  be  thought  Cruel,  and  am  well 
allured  if  I  know  any  thing  of  my  felf,  that  1 
abhor  Inhumanity ;  but  to  be  Companionate  to 
excefs  where  Reafon  forbids  it,  and  the  gene-, 
ral  Intereft  of  the  Society  requires  fteadinefs  01 
Thought  and  Refolution,  is  an  unpardona- 
ble W  eaknefs.  I  know  it  will  be  ever  urged 
againft  me,  that  it  is  Barbarous  the  Children 
of  the  Poor  fhould  have  no  Opportunity  ot 
exerting  themfelves  as  long  as  God  has  not 
debarred  them  from  Natural  Parts  and  Genius 
more  than  the  Rich.  But  I  cannot  think  this 
is  harder,  than  it  is  that  they  Ihould  not  have 
Money  as  long  as  they  have  the  fame  Inclina- 
tions to  fpend  as  others.   That  Great  and  Ufe- 
ful  Men  have  fprung  from  Hofpitals,  I  don't 
deny ;  but  it  is  likewife  very  probable,  that  when 
they  were  firft  employed,  many  as  capable  as 
themfelves  not  brought  up  in  Hofpitals  were  neg- 
lected, that  with  the  fame  good  Fortune  would 
have  done  as  well  as  they,  if  they  had  been 
made  ufe  of  inftead  of  them. 

There  are  many  Examples  of  Women  that 
have  excelled  in  Learning,  and  even  in  W  ar, 
but  this  is  no  reafon  we  mould  bring  'em  all  up 
to  Latin  and  Greek  or  elfe  Military  Difcipline, 
inftead  of  Needle-work  and  Houfewifry.  But 
there  is  no  fcarcity  of  Sprightlinefs  or  Natural 
Parts  among  us,  and  no  Soil  or  Climate  has 
Human  Creatures  to  boaft  of  better  formed 
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either  infide  or  outfide  than  this  Iflahd  gener 
rally  produces.  But  it  is  not  Wit,  Genius  or 
Docility  we  want,  but  Diligence,  Application, 
and  Amduity. 

Abundance  of  hard  and  dirty  Labour  is  to  be 
ddrie,  and  courfe  Living  is  to  be  complied  with  : 
Where  lhall  we  find  a  better  Nurfery  for  thefe 
Neceffities  than  the  Children  of  the  Poor  ?  none 
certainly  are  nearer  to  it  or  fitter  for  it.  Befides 
that  the  things  I  have  called  Hardfhips,  neither 
feem  nor  are  fuch  to  thofe  who  have  been 
brought  up  to  'em,  and  know  no  better.  There 
is  not  a  more  contented  People  among  us,  than 
thofe  who  work  the  hardeft  and  are  the  leaft 
acquainted  with  the  Pomp  and  Delicacies  of 
the  World. 

Thefe  are  Truths  that  are  undeniable ;  yet  I 
know  few  People  will  be  pleafed  to  have  them 
.divulged;  what  makes  them  odious  is  an  un- 
reafonableVein  of  Petty  Reverence  for  the  Poor, 
that  runs  through  molt  Multitudes,  and  more 
particularly  in  this  Nation,  and  arifes  from  a 
mixture  of  Pity,  Folly  and  Superftition.  It  is 
from  a  lively  Senfe  of  this  Compound  that  Men 
cannot  endure  to  hear  or  fee  any  thing  faid  or 
afted  againftthe  Poor;  without  confidering, 
how  Juft  the  one,  or  Infolent  the  other.  80  a 
Beggar  muft  not  be  beat  tho'  he  ftrikes  you 
.firft.  Journeymen  Tavlors  go  to  Law  with 
their  Matters  and  are  obmnate  in  a  wrong  Caufe, 
yet  they  muft  be  pitied ;  and  Murmuring  Wea- 
vers muft  be  relieved,  and  have  fifty  filly  things 
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done  to  humour  them,  though  in  the  midft  of 
their  Poverty  they  infult  their  Betters,  and  on 
all  Occafions  appear  to  be  more  prone  to  make 
Holy-days  and  Riots  than  they  are  to  Work- 
ing or  Sobriety. 

This  puts  me  in  mind  of  our  Wool,  which 
confidering  the  pofture  of  our  Affairs,  and  the 
Behaviour  of  the  Poor,Ifmcerely  believe  ought 
not  upon  any  Account  to  be  carried  Abroad  : 
But  ir  we  look  into  the  reafon,  why  fuffering  it 
to  be  fetched  away  is  fo  pernicious,  our  heavy 
Complaint  and  Lamentations  that  it  is  exported 
can  be  no  great  Credit  to  us.  Confidering  the 
mighty  and  manifold  Hazards  that  muft  be  run 
before  it  can  be  got  off  the  Coaft,  and  fafely 
landed  beyond  Sea;  it  is  manifeft  that  the 
Foreigners,  before  they  can  work  our  Wool, 
muft  pay  more  for  it  very  confiderably,  than 
what  we  can  have  it  for  at  Home.  Yet  not- 
withftanding  this  great  difference  in  the  Prime 
Coft,  they  can  afford  to  fell  the  Manufa&ures 
made  of  it  cheaper  at  Foreign  Markets  than 
ourfelves.  This  is  theDifafterwe  groan  under, 
the  intollerable  Mifchief,  without  which  the 
Exportation  of  that  Commodity  could  be  no 
greater  prejudice  to  us  than  that  of  Tin  or  Lead, 
as  long  as  our  Hands  were  fully  employed,  and 
we  had  ftill  Wool  to  fpare. 

There  is  no  People  yet  come  to  higher  Per- 
fection in  the  Woollen  Manufacture,  either  as 
to  difpatch  or  goodnefs  of  Work,  at  leaft  inthe 
molt  confiderable  Branches,  than  our  felves, 
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and  therefore  what  We  complain  of  can  only 
depend  on  the  difference  in  the  Management  of 
the  Poor,  between  other  Nations  and  ours.  If 
the  labouring  People  in  one  Country  will  work 
Twelve  Hours  in  a  Day,  and  Six  Days  in  a 
Week,  and  in  another  they  are  employ 'd  but 
Eight  Hours  in  a  Day,  and  not  above  Four 
Days  in  a  Week,  the  one  is  obliged  to  have 
Nine  Hands  for  what  the  other  does  with  Four. 
But  if  moreover  the  Living,  the  Food  and  Rai- 
ment, and  what  is  confumed  by  the  W  orkmen 
of  the  Indubious  cofts  but  half  the  Money  of 
what  is  expended  among  an  equal  Number  of 
the  other,  the  Confequence  mult  be  that  the 
firfl:  will  have  the  Work  of  Eighteen  Men  for 
the  fame  Price  as  the  other  gives  for  the  Work 
of  Four,  I  would  not  infinuate,  neither  do  I 
think,  that  the  difference  either  in  diligence  or 
neceffaries  of  Life  between  us  and  any  Neigh- 
bouring Nation  is  near  fo  great  as  what  I  fpeak 
of,  yet  I  would  have  it  confidered,  that  half  of 
that  difference  and  much  lefs  is  fufficient  to 
over-ballance  the  Difadvantage  they  labour 
under  as  to  the  Price  of  Wool. 

Nothing  to  me  is  more  evident  than  that  no 
Nation  in  any  Manufaftory  whatever  can 
underfell  their  Neighbours  with  whom  they  are 
at  bell  but  Equals  as  to  Skill  and  Difpatch,  and 
the  conveniency  for  W  orking,  more  elpecially 
when  the  Prime  Coft  of  the  thing  to  be  Manu- 
factured is  not  in  their  favour,  unlefs  they  have 
Provifions,  and  whatever  is  relating  to  their 
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Suftenance  cheaper,  or  elfe  Workmen  that  are 
either  more  Affiduous,  and  will  remain  longer 
at  their  Work  or  be  content  with  a  meaner  and 
courfer  way  of  Living  than  thofe  of  their 
Neighbours.  This  is  certain,  that  where  Num- 
bers are  equal,  the  more  laborious  People  are, 
and  the  fewer  Hands  the  fame  Quantity  of  Work 
is  performed  by,  the  greater  Plenty  there  is  in  a 
Country  of  the  Neceflaries  for  Life,  the  more 
confiderable  and  the  cheaper  that  Country  may 
render  its  Exports. 

It  being  granted  then,  that  abundance  of  Work 
is  to  be  done,  the  next  thing  wrhich  I  think  to 
be  like  wife  undeniable  is,  that  the  more  chear- 
fully  it  is  done  the  better,  as  well  for  thofe  that 
perform  it  as  for  the  reft  of  the  Society.  To  be 
happy  is  to  be  pleas'd,  and  the  lefs  Notion  a 
Man  has  of  a  better  way  of  Living,  the  more 
content  he'll  be  with  his  own;  and  on  the  other 
hand,  the  greater  a  Man's  Knowledge  and  Expe- 
rience is  in  the  World,  the  more  exquifite  the 
Delicacy  of  his  Tafte,  and  the  more  confummate 
Judge  he  is  of  things  in  general,  certainly  the 
more  difficult  it  will  be  to  pleafe  him.  I  would 
not  advance  any  thing  that  is  Barbarous  or  In- 
human: But  when  a  Man  enjoys  hi mfelf,  Laughs 
and  Sings,  and  in  his  Gefture  and  Behaviour 
Ihews  me  all  the  tokens  of  Content  and  Satis- 
faction, I  pronounce  him  happy,  and  have  no- 
thing to  do  with  his  Wit  or  Capacity.  I  never 
enter  into  the  Reafonablenefs  of  his  Mirth,  at 
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leaft  I  ought  not  to  judge  of  it  by  my  own 
Standard,  and  argue  from  the  Efted:  which  the 
thing  that  makes  him  merry  would  have  upon 
me.  At  that  rate  a  Man  that  hates  Cheefe  muft 
call  me  Fool  for  loving  blue  Mold.  *De  guftibus 
non  eft  d  'tfputandum  is  as  true  in  a  Metaphorical  as 
it  is  in  the  Literal  Senfe,  and  the  greater  the  di- 
fiance  is  between  People  as  to  their  Condition, 
their  Circumfiances  and  manner  of  Living,  the 
lefs  capable  they  are  of  judging  of  one  anothers 
Troubles  or  Pleafures. 

Had  the  meaneft  and  moft  uncivilized  Peafant 
leave  Incognito  to  obferve  the  greateft  King  for 
a  Fortnight:  tho'  he  might  pick  out  feveral 
Things  he  would  like  for  himlelf,  yet  he  would 
find  a  great  many  more,  which,  if  the  Monarch 
and  he  w7ere  to  change  Conditions,  he  would 
wifti  for  his  part  to  have  immediately  alter'd 
or  redrefs'd,  and  which  with  Amazement  he 
fees  the  King  fubmit  to.  And  again  if  the 
Sovereign  was  to  examine  the  Peafant  in  the 
fame  manner,  his  Labour  would  be  infuffera- 
ble,  the  Dirt  and  Squallor,  his  Diet  and  Amours, 
his  Paftimes  and  Recreations  would  be  all  abo- 
minable ;  but  then  what  Charms  would  he  find 
in  the  other's  Peace  of  Mind,  the  Calmnefs  and 
Tranquillity  of  his  Soul?  No  Neceflity  for 
Diffimulation  with  any  of  his  Family,  or  feign'd 
AfFeftion  to  his  Mortal  Enemies ;  no  W  ife  in  a 
Foreign  Intereft,  no  Danger  to  apprehend  from 
his  Children;  no  Plots  to  unravel,  noPoyfonto 
fear ;  no  popular  Statefman  at  Home  or  cunning 
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Courts  abroad  to  manage ;  no  feeming  Patriots 
to  bribe ;  no  unfatiable  Favourite  to  gratify ;  no 
felfifli  Miniftry  to  obey ;  no  divided  Nation  to 
pleafe,  or  fickle  Mob  to  humour,  that  would 
direft  and  interfere  with  hisPleafures. 

Was  impartial  Reafon  to  be  Judge  between 
real  Good  and  real  Evil,  and  a  Catalogue  made 
accordingly  of  the  feveral  Delights  and  Vexati- 
ons differently  to  be  met  with  in  both  Stations, 
I  queilion  whether  the  Condition  of  Kings 
would  be  at  all  preferable  to  that  of  Peafants, 
even  as  Ignorant  and  Laborious  as  I  feem  to 
require  the  latter  to  be.  The  reafon  why  the 
generality  of  People  would  rather  be  Kings 
than  Peafants  is  firft  owing  to  Pride  and  Ambi- 
tion, that  is  deeply  riveted  in  human  Nature, 
and  which  to  gratify  we  daily  fee  Men  under- 
go and  defpife  the  greatefl  Hazards  and  Diffi- 
culties. Secondly,  to  the  difference  there  is  in 
the  force  with  which  our  Affe&ion  is  wrought 
upon  as  the  Objefts  are  either  Material  or  Spiri- 
tual. Things  that  immediately  ftrike  our  out- 
ward Senfes  ad  more  violentlyupon  our  Paflions 
than  what  is  the  refult  of  Thought  and  the 
diftates  of  the  molt  demonftrative  Reafon,  and 
there  is  a  much  ftronger  Biafs  to  gain  our  Liking 
or  Averlion  in  the  firit  than  there  is  in  the  latter. 

Having  thus  demonftrated  that  what  I  urge 
could  be  no  Injury  or  the  leaft  diminution  of 
Happinefs  to  the  Poor,  I  leave  it  to  the  judici- 
ous Reader,  whether  it  is  not  more  probable 
wefliould  encreafe  our  Exports  by  the  Methods 
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I  hint  at,  than  by  fitting  ftill  and  damning  and 
finking  our  Neighbours  for  beating  us  at  our 
own  Weapons ;  tome  of  them  outselling  us  in 
Manufactures  made  of  our  own  ProduCt  which 
they  dearly  purchas'd,  others  growing  Rich  in 
fpght  of  Diftance  and  Trouble,  by  the  fame 
Fiui  which  we  negleS,  tho'  it  is  ready  to  jump 
into  our  Mouths. 

As  by  difcouraging  Idlenefe  with  Art  and 
Steadinefs  you  may  compel  the  Poor  to  labour 
without  Force,  fo  by  bringing  them  up  in  Ig- 
norance you  may  inure  them  to  real  Hardftiips 
without  being  ever  fenfible  themfelves  that  they 
are  fuch.  By  bringing  them  up  in  Ignorance, 
I  mean  no  more,  as  I  have  hinted  long  ago,  than 
that  as  to  Worldly  Affairs  their  Knowledge 
Ihould  be  confin'd  within  die  Verge  of  their  own 
Occupations,  at  leaft  that  we  fliould  not  take 
Pains  to  extend  it  beyond  thofe  Limits.  When 
by  thefe  two  Engines  we  IhaU  have  made  Pro? 
vifions,  and  consequently  Labour  cheap,  we 
muft  infallibly  outsell  our  Neighbours ;  and  at 
the  fame  time  encreafe  our  Numbers.  This  is 
the  Noble  and  Manly  way  of  encountring  the 
Rivals  of  our  Trade,  and  by  dint  of  Merit  out- 
doing them  at  Foreign  Markets. 

To  allure  the  Poor  we  make  ufe  of  Policy  in 
fome  Cafes  with  Succefs.  Why  Ihould  we  be  neg- 
lectful of  it  in  the  moll  important  Point,  when 
they  make  their  boaft  that  they  will  not  live  as  the 
Poor  of  other  Nations?  If  we  cannot  alter  their 
Refolution,  why  fliould  we  applaud  the  Juflnefc 
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of  their  Sentiments  againft  the  Common  Intereft? 
I  have  often  wondred  formerly  how  an  Engltjb- 
man,  that  pretended  to  have  the  Honour  and  Glo- 
ry as  well  as  the  Welfare  of  his  Country  at  Heart, 
could  take  delight  in  the  Evening  to  hear  an  Idle 
Tenant  that  owed  him  above  a  Year's  Rent  ridi- 
cule the  French  for  wearing  Wooden  Shoes, 
when  in  the  Morning  he  had  had  the  Mortifi- 
cation "of  hearing  the  great  King  IVilliam,  that 
Ambitious  Monarch  as  well  as  able  Statefman, 
openly  own  to  the  World  and  with  Grief  and 
Anger  in  his  Looks  complain  of  the  Exorbitant 
Power  of  France.  Yet  I  don't  recommend 
Wooden  Shoes,  nor  do  the  Maxims  I  would 
introduce  reauire  ArbitraryPower  in  one  Perfon. 
Liberty  and  Property  I  hope  may  remain  fecu- 
red,  and  yet  the  Poor  be  better  employ'd  than 
they  are,  tho'  their  Children  fliould  wear  out 
their  Cloaths  by  ufeful  Labour,  and  blacken 
them  with  Country  Dirt  for  fome thing,  inftead 
of  tearing  them  off  their  Backs  at  play,  and 
dawbing  'em  with  Ink  for  nothing. 

There  is  above  Three  or  Four  hundred  Years 
Work, for  a  Hundred  thoufand  Poor  more  than 
we  have  in  this  Ifland.  To  make  every  part  of 
it  Ufeful,  and  the  whole  thoroughly  Inhabited, 
many  Rivers  are  to  be  made  Navigable,  Canals 
to  be  cut  in  Hundreds  of  Places.  Some  Lands 
are  to  be  drain'd  and  fecured  from  Inundations 
for  the  future :  Abundance  of  barren  Soil  is  to 
be  made  fertile,  andThoufands  of  Acres  rendred 
more  beneficial  by  beiiig  made  more 
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2>ii  Lahoribus  omnia  vendunt.  There  is  no  diffi- 
culty of  this  nature,  that  Labour  and  Patience 
cannot  furmount.  The  higheft  Mountains  may 
be  thrown  into  their  Valleys  that  Hand  ready  to 
receive  them,  and  Bridges  might  be  laid  wherfe 
now  we  would  not  dare  to  think  of  it.  Let  us 
look  back  on  the  Stupendious  Works  of  the 
Romans,  more  efpecially  their  Highways  and 
1   •  Aquedu&s.    Let  us  confider  in  one  view  the 
vail  Extent  of  feveral  of  their  Roads,  how  fub- 
ftantial  they  made  them,  and  what  Duration 
they  have  been  of,  and  in  another  a  poor  Tra- 
veller that  at  every  Ten  Miles  end  is  ftop'd  by 
a  Turnpike,  and  dunn'd  for  a  Penny  for  mend- 
ing the  Roads  in  the  Summer,  with  what  every 
Body  knows  will  be  Dirt  before  the  Winter, 
that  fucceeds  it  is  expired. 

The  Conveniency  of  the  Publick  ought  ever 
to  be  the  Publick  Care,  and  no  Private  Intereft 
of  a  Town  or  a  whole  County  Ihould  ever  hin- 
der the  Execution  of  a  Project  or  Contrivance 
.       that  would  manifeflly  tend  to  the  Improve- 
I       ment  of  the  whole;  and  every  Member  of  the 
I       Legiflature,  who  knows  his  Duty,  and  would 
chufe  rather  to  ad  like  a  wife  Man,  than  curry 
Favour  with  his  Neighbours,  will  prefer  the 
leaft  Benefit  accruing  to  the  whole  Kingdom 
to  the  moft  vifible  Advantage  of  the  Place  he 
ferves  for. 

We  have  Materials  of  our  own,  and  want 
neither  Stone  nor  Timber  to  do  any  thing,  and  , 
was  the  Money  that  People  give  uncompell'd  to 

Beggars 


1 


Digitized  by  Google 


$  66  An  Ejfay  on  Charity 

Beggars  who  don't  deferve  it,  and  what  every 
Houfekeeper  is  obliged  to  pay  to  the  Poor  of  his 
Pariflv  that  is  otherwife  employ 'd  or  ill-applied* 
to  be  put  together  every  Year,  it  would  make  a 
fufficient  Fund  to  keep  a  great  many  Thou- 
sands aC  work.  1  don't  &y  this  becaufe  I  think 
it  practicable,  but  only  to  Ihew  that  we  have 
Money  enough  to  fpare  to  employ  vaft  multi- 
tudes of  Labourers :  neither  fliould  we  want  fo 
much  for  it  a&  we  perhaps  might  imagine. 
When  it  is  taken  for  granted  that  a  Soldier, 
whofe  Strength  and  Vigour  is  to  be  kept  u]>at 
leaft  as  much  as  any  Body's,  can  live  upon-  Six- 
Pence  a  Day,  I  can't  conceive  the  Neceffity  of 
giving  the  greateft  part  of  the  Year  Sixteen  and? 
Eighteen  Pence  to  a  Day-Labourer. 

The  Fearful  and  Cautious  People  that  are 
ever  Jealous  of  their  Liberty,  I  know  will  cry 
out,  that  where  the  Multitudes  I  fpeak  offhoula 
be  kept  in  conltent  Pay,  Property  and  Privileges 
would  be  precarious.  But  they  might  be  an- 
fwer'd,  that  ftire  Means  might  be  found  out,  and 
foch  Regulations  made,  as  to  the  Hands  in  which 
to  truft  the  management  and  direction  of  thefe 
Labourers ;  that  it  would  be  impoflible  for  the 
Prince  or  any  Body  elfe  to  make  an  ill  Ufe  of 
their  numbers. 

What  I  have  faid  in  the  Four  or  Five  laft  Pa- 
ragraphs,! forefee  will  with  abundance  of  Scorn 
be  Laugji'd  at  by  many  of  tfiy  Readers,  and  at 
beft  be  call'd  Building  Caftles  in  the  Air ;  but 
whether  that  is  my  Fault  or  theirs  is  a  Queltion. 

When 
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When  thq  Publick  Spirit  has  left  a  Nation,  they 
itf*  only  lqfe  their  Patience  with  it  and  all 
thoughts  of  Perfeverance,  but  become  Ukewife 
Tq  narrow-fouTd,  that  it  is  a  pain  for  them  even 
to  think  on  things  that  are  of  uncommon  extent 
or  require  great  length  of  Time ;  and  whatever 
is  Noble  or  Sublime  in  fueh  Conjunctures  is 
counted  Chimerical.  Where  deep  Ignorance  is 
entirely  routed  and  expell'd,  and  low  Learning 

C>milcuoufly  fcatter'd  on  all  the  People,  Self- 
ve  turns  Knowledge  into  Cunning,  and  the 
more  this  lalt  Qualification  prevails  in  any  Coun- 
try the  more  the  People  will  fix  all  their  Cares* 
Concern  and  Application  on  the  Time  prefent* 
Without  regard  of  what  is  to  come  after  them, 
or  hardly  ever  thinking  beyond  the  next  Ge- 
neration. 

But  as  Cunning,  according  to  my  Lord  Ve^ 
rulamr  is  but  Letthanded  Wifdom,io  a  prudent 
Legiflature  ought  to  provide  againft  this  Dis- 
order of  the  Society  as  foon  as  the  Symptoms 
of  it  appear,  among  which  the  following  are 
the  molt  obvious.  Imaginary  Rewards  are 
generally  defpifed :  every  body  is  for  turning 
the  Penny  and  ftiort  Bargains :  he  that  is  diffi- 
dent of  every  thing  and  believes  nothing  but 
what  he  fees  with  his  own  Eyes  is  counted  the 
molt  prudent,  and  in  all  their  Dealings  Men 
feem  to  Aft  from  no  other  Principle  than  that 
of  The  Devil  takej  the  hindmolt.  Inftead  of 
planting  Oaks,  that  will  require  a  Hundred  and 
Fifty  Years  before  they  are  fit  to  be  cut  down, 
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they  Build  Houfes  with  a  defign  that  they  lhall 
not  Hand  above  Twelve  or  Fourteen  Years. 
All  Heads  run  upon  the  uncertainty  of  things, 
and  the  vicilfitudes  of  human  Affairs.  The 
Mathematicks  become  the  only  valuable  Study, 
and  are  made  ufe  of  in  every  thing  even  where 
it  is  ridiculous,  and  Men  feem  to  repofe  no 
greater  Trutt  in  Providence  than  they  would  in 
a  Broken  Merchant. 

It  is  the  Bufinefs  of  the  Publick  to  fupply  the 
Defefts  of  the  Society,  and  take  that  in  hand 
firft  which  is  mod  neglefted  by  private  Perfons. 
Contraries  are  beft  cured  by  Contraries,  and 
therefore  as  Example  is  of  greater  efficacy  than 
Precept  in  the  amendment  of  National  Failings, 
the  Legi  flature  ought  to  refolve  upon  fome  great 
Undertakings  that  mult  be  the  Work  of  Ages  as 
well  as  vaft  Labour,  and  convince  the  World 
that  they  did  nothing  without  an  anxious  regard 
to  their  lateft  Pofterity.  This  will  fix  or  at  lead 
help  to  fettle  the  volatile  Genius  and  fickle 
Spirit  of  the  Kingdom,  put  us  in  mind  that  we 
are  not  born  for  our  felves  only,  and  be  a  means 
of  rendring  Men  lefs  diftruftful,  and  infpiring 
them  with  a  true  Love  for  their  Country,  and  a 
tender  Affeftion  for  the  Ground  it  felf,  than 
which  nothing  is  more  neceflary  to  aggrandize 
a  Nation.  Forms  of  Government  may  alter, 
Religions  and  even  Languages  may  change, 
but  Great  Britain  or  at  lead  (if  that  likewife 
might  lofe  its  Name)  the  111  and  it  felf  will  re- 
main and  in  all  human  probability  lali  as  long 

as 


Digitized  by 


and  Charity  ^Schools.  $6$ 

as  any  part  of  the  Globe.  All  Ages  have  ever 
paid  their  kind  Acknowledgments  to  their  An- 
cettors  for  the  Benefits  derived  from  them,  and 
a  Chriffian  who  enjoys  the  Multitude  of  Foun- 
tains and  vaft  Plenty  of  Water  to  be  met  with 
in  the  City  of  St.  Teter,  is  an  ungrateful  Wretch 
if  he  never  calls  a  thankful  Remembrance  on 
old  Tagan  Rome,  that  took  fuch  prodigious 
Pains  to  procure  it. 

.  W  hen  this  Ifland  ihall  be  cultivated  and  every 
Inch  of  it  made  Habitable  and  Ufeful,  and  the 
whole  the  moft  convenient  and  agreeable  Spot 
upon  Earth,  all  the  Colt  and  Labour  laid  out 
upon  it  will  be  glorioully  repaid  by  the  Incenfe 
of  them  that  lhall  come  after  us ;  and  thi^fc  who 
burn  with  the  noble  Zeal  and  Delire  after  Im- 
mortalityj  and  took  fuch  Care  to  improve  their 
Country,  may  reft  fatisfy'd,  that  a  thoufand  and 
two  thoufand  Years  hence  they  ftiall  live  in 
the  Memory  and  everlafting  Praifes  of  the  fu- 
ture Ages  tnat  lhall  then  enjoy  it. 

Here  I  fliould  have  concluded  this  Rhapfody 
of  Thoughts,  but  fomething  comes  in  my  Head 
concerning  the  main  Scope  and  Defign  of  this 
Eflay,  which  is  to  prove  the  Necellity  there  is 
for  a  certain  Portion  of  Ignorance  in  a  well- 
order'd  Society,  that  I  muft  not  omit,  becaufe 
by  mentioning  it  I  fhall  make  an  Argument  on 
my  fide  of  what,  if  I  had  not  fpoke  of  it,  might 
eafily  have  appeared  as  a  ftrong  Objeftion  a- 
gainft  me.  It  is  the  Opinion  of  moft  People, 
and  mine  ampng  the  reft,  that  the  moft  com* 
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spendable  Quality  of  the  prefent  Czar  of  Mujl 
covy  is  his  unwearied  Application  in  raifing  his 
Subjefts from. their  native  Stupidity  and  civi- 
lizing his  Nation :  but  then  we  muft  confider  it 
is  what  they  flood  in  need  of,  and  that  not  long 
ago  the  greateft  part  of  them, were  next  to  Brute 
Beafts.  In  proportion  to  the  Extent  of  his  Do- 
minions and  the  Multitudes  he  commands,  he 
had  not  that  Number  or  Variety  of  Tradefmen 
and  Artificers  which  the  true  Improvement  of 
the  Country  required,  and  therefore  was  in  the 
right  in  leaving  no  Stone  unturn'd  to  procure 
them.  But  what  is  that  to  us  who  labour  under 
a  contrary  Difeafe  ?  Sound  Politicks  are  to  the 
Social  Body  what  the  Art  of  Medecine  is  to  the 
Natural,  and  no  Phyfician  would  treat  a  Man 
in  a  Lethargy  as  if  he  was  fick  for  want  of  Reft, 
or  prefcribe  in  a  Dropfy  what  mould  be  ad- 
miniftred  in  a  Diabetes.   In  fliort,  Ruffia  has 
too  few  Knowing  Men,  and  Great  Britain  too 
.  many.  '  •  • 
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H  E  Generality  of  Moralifts  and 
Philofophers  have  hitherto  agreed 
that  there  could  be  no  Virtue  with- 
out Self-denial ;  but  a  late  Author, 
who  is  now  much  read  by  Men  of  Senfe,  is  of 
a  contrary  Opinion,  and  imagines  that  Men 
without  any  Trouble  or  Violence  upon  them- 
felves  may  be  naturally  Virtuous.  He  feems  to  re- 
uire  and  expefts  Goodnefs  in  his  Species,  as  we 
o  a  fweet  Tafte  in  Grapes  and  China  Oranges, 
of  which,  if  any  of  them  are  four,  we  boldly 
pronounce  that  they  are  not  come  to  that  Per- 
fection their  Nature  is  capable  of.  This  Noble 
Writer  (for  it  is  the  Lord  Shaft  sbury  I  mean  in 
his  Charaderiiticks)  Fancies,  that  as  Man  is 
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made  for  Society,  fo  he  ought  to  be  born  with  a 
kind  Affeftion  to  the  whole,  of  which  he  is  a  part, 
apd  a  Propenfity  tq  feek  the  Welfare  of  it.  In 
purfuance  of  this  Siippofition,  he  calls  every 
Aftion  perform'd  with  regard  to  the  PublicK 
Good,  Virtuous ;  and  all  Selfiihnefs,  wholly  ex- 
cluding fuch  a  Regard,  Vice.  In  refped  to 
our  Species  he  looks  upon  Virtue  and  Vice  as 
permanent  Realities  that  muft  ever  be  the  fame 
m  afl  Countries  and  all  Ages,and  imagines  that  a 
Man  of  found  Underftanding,  by  following  the 
Rules  of  good  Senfe,  may  not  only  find  out  that 
Tulchrum  £9  Honejium  both  in  Morality  an4 
the  Works  of  Art  and  Nature,  but  likewife 
govern  himfelf  by  his  Reafon  with  as  much 
Kafe  and  Readinefs  as  a  good  Rider  manages  a 
well  taught  Horfe  by  the  Bridle. 
'  The  attentive  Reader,  who  perufed  the  fore- 
going part  of  this  Book,  will  foon  perceive  that 
two  Syftems  cannot  be  more  oppofite  than  his 
Lordmip's  and  mine.  His  Notions  I  confefs  are 
generous  and  refined :  They  are  a  high  Com- 
pliment to  Human-kind,  and  capable  by  the 
help  of  a  little  Enthufiafm  of  Infpiring  us  with 
the  moft  Noble  Sentiments  concerning  the 
Dignity  of  our  exalted  Nature:  What  pity  it 
is  that  they  are  not  true !  I  would  not  advance 
,  thus  much  if  I  had  not  already  demonftrated 
in  almoft  every  Page  of  this  Treatife,  that  the 
Solidity  of  them  is  inconfiflent  with  our  ^aily 
Experience.  But  to  leave  not  the  leaft  Shadow 
of  an  Objeftion  that  might  be  madeunanfwer'd, 
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t  defign  to  expatiate  oh  fome  things  which  hi-' 
therto  I  have  but  flightlytouch'dupon,  in  order 
to  convince  the  Readdr,  not  only  that  the  good 
and  amiable  Qualities  of  Man  are  not  thofe 
that  make  him  beyond  other  Animals  a  Sociable 
Creature;  but  moreover  that  it  would  be 
utterly  impoffible,  either  to  raife  any  Multitudes 
into  a  Populous,  Rich  and  FJourifnirig  Nation^ 
or  when  fo  rais  d,  to  keep  and  maintain  them 
in  that  Condition,  without  the  Aifiitance  of 
what  we  call  Evil  both  Natural  and  Moral. 

The  better  to  perfdrm  what  I  have  under- 
taken, I  ftiall  previdufly  examine  into  the  Reali- 
ty of  the  fulchrum  &  nonefium^  the  to  xa\ov  that 
the  Aritients  have  talk'd  of  fo  much:  The 
Meaning  of  this  is  to  diicufs>  whether  there  be? 
a  real  W  orth  and  Excellency  in  things,a  pre-emi- 
nence of  one  above  another ;  which  every  body 
will  always  agree  to  that  well  underftands 
them ;  or  that  there  are  few  things,  if  any,  that 
have  the  fame  Efteem  paid  them,  and  which 
the  fdme  Judgment  is  paft  upon  in  all  Countries 
and  all  Ages.   When  we  firft  fet  out  in  aueff 
of  this  intrinfick  Worth,  and  find  dne  thing 
better  than  another,  and  a  third  better  than 
that,  and  fo  on,  we  begin  to  entertain  great 
Hopes  of  Succefs ;  but  when  we  meet  with 
feveral  things  that  are  all  very  good  or  all  very 
bad,  we  are  puzled  arid  agree  riot  always 
with  dur  felves,  much  lefs  with  others,  Hiete 
are  different  Faults  as.  well  as  Beauties,  that  as 
Modes  arid  Faflrions  alter  and  Men  vary  iri 
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their  Taftes  and  Humours,  will  be  differently 
admired  or  difapproved  of. 

Judges  of  Fainting  will  never  difagree  in 
Opinion,  when  a  fine  Pidure  is  compared  to 
the  dawbing  of  a  Novice ;  but  how  ltrangely 
have  they  differ'd  as  to  the  Works  of  eminent 
Mailers !  There  are  Parties  among  Connoiffeurs, 
and  few  of  them  agree  in  their  Efteem  as  to 
Ages  and  Countries,  and  the  beft  Pidures  bear 
not  always  the  beft  Prices :  A  noted  Original 
will  be  ever  worth  more  than  any  Copy  that 
can  be  made  of  it  by  an  unknown  Hand,  tho' 
it  Ihould  be  better.   The  Value  that  is  fet  on 
Paintings  depends  not  only  on  the  Name  of  the 
Mafter  and  the  Time  of  his  Age  he  drew  them 
in,  but  likewife  in  a  great  meafure  on  the 
Scarcity  of  his  Works,  and  what  is  flill  more 
unreafonable,the  Quality  of  the  Perfons  in  w7hofe 
Pofleflion  they  are,  as  well  as  the  length  of  Time 
they  have  been  in  Great  Families ;  and  if  the 
Cartons  now  at  Hampton-Court  were  done  by  a 
lefs  famous  Hand  than  that  of  Raphael,  and  had 
a  private  Perfon  for  their  Owner,  who  would 
be  forc'd  to  fell  them,  they  would  never  yield 
the  tenth  part  of  the  Money  which  witn  all 
their  grofs  Faults  they  are  now  efteem'd  to  be 
worth. 

Notwkhftanding  all  this,  I  will  readily  own, 
that  the  Judgment  to  be  made  of  Painting 
might  become  of  univerfal  Certainty,  or  at  lealt 
lefs  alterable  and  precarious  than  almoft  any  thing 
elfe:  The  Reafon  is  plain;  there  is  a  Standard 
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to  go  by  that  always  remains  the  fame.  Paint- 
ing is  an  Imitation  of  Nature,  a  Copying  of 
things  which  Men  have  every  where  before 
them.  My  good-humourd  Reader  I  hope  will 
forgive  me,  if  thinking  on  this  Glorious  Inven- 
tion I  make  a  Reflection  a  little  out  of  Seafon, 
tho'  very  much  conducive  to  my  main  Defign ; 
which  is,  that  Valuable  as  the  Art  is  I  fpeak  of, 
we  are  beholden  to  an  Imperfeftion  in  the 
Ghief  of  our  Senfes  for  all  the  Pleafures  and  ra-* 
vifhing  Delight  we  receive  from  this  happy 
Deceit.  I  fhall  explain  my  felf.  Air  and  Space 
are  no  Objefts  of  Sight,  but  as  foon  as  we  can 
fee  with  the  leaft  Attention,  we.  obferve  that  the 
Bulk  of  the  things  we  fee  is  lefTen'd  by  degrees, 
as  they  are  further  remote  from  us,  and  nothing 
but  Experience  gain'd  from  thefe  Obfervations 
can  teach  us  to  make  any  tollerable  Guefles  at 
the  diftance  of  Things.   If  one  born  Blind 
fhould  remain  fo  till  twenty,  and  then  be 
fuddenly  blefs'd  with  Sight,  he  would  be 
ftrangely  puzled  as  to  the  difference  of  Diftances, 
and  hardly  able  immediately  by  his  Eyes  alone 
to  determine  which  was  nearelt  to  him,  a  Polt 
almoft  within  the  reach  of  his  Stick,  or  a 
Steeple  that  lhould  be  half  a  Mile  off.  Let  us 
look  as  narrowly  as  we  can  upon  a  Hole  in  a 
Wall,  that  has  nothing  but  the  open  Air  behind 
it,  and  we  fhall  not  be  able  to  fee  other vyife, 
but  that  the  Sky  fills  up  the  Vacuity,  and  is  as 
near*  us  as  the  back  part  of  the  atones  that 
circumfcribe  the  Space  where  they  are  wanting.  : 
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This  Circumftance,  not  to  call  it  a  Defeft,  in 
our  Senfe  of  Seeing,  makes  us  liable  to  be  im- 

Eofed  upon,  and  every  thing,  bar  Motion,  may 
y  Art  be  reprefented  to  us  on  a  Flat  in  the 
fame  manner  as  we  fee  them  in  Life  and  Na- 
ture- If  a  Man  had  never  feen  this  Art  put 
into  practice,  a  Looking-glafs  might  foon  con- 
vince him  that  fuch  a  thing  was  poflible,  and 
I  can  t  help  thinking;  but  that  the  Reflexions 
from  very  fmooth  and  well  polifti'd  Bodies  made 
upon  our  Eyes,  muft  have  given  the  firlt  handle 
to  the  Inventions  of  Drawings  and  Painting. 

In  the  Works  of  Nature,  Worth  and  Excel- 
lency are  as  uncertain:  and  even  in  Human 
Creatures  what  is  beautiful  in  one  Country  is  nt>t 
fo  in  another.  How  whimfical  is  the  Florift  in 
his  Choice !  Sometimes  the  Tulip,  fometimes 
the  Auricula,  and  at  other  times  the  Carnation 
ftiall  engpofs  his  Efteem,  and  every  Year  a  new 
Flower  in  his  Judgment  beats  all  the  old  ones, 
tho'  it  is  much  inferior  to  them  both  in  Colour 
and  Shape.  Three  hundred  Years  ago  Men 
were  fhaved  as  clofely  as  they  are  now :  Since 
that  they  have  wore  Beards,  and  cut  them  in 
vaft  Variety  of  Forms,  that  were  all  as  becoming 
when  fafliionable  as  now  they  would  be  Ridi- 
culous. How  mean  and  comically  a  Man  looks, 
that  is  otherwife  well  drefs'd,  in  a  narrow- 
brim'd  Hat  when  every  body  wears  broad  ones,, 
and  again,  how  monltrous  is  a  very  great  Hat, 
when  the  other  Extreme  has  been  in  faftiion  for 
a  confiderable  time  ?  Experience  has  taught  us, 
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that  thefe  Modes  feldom  laft  above  Ten  of 
Twelve  Years,  and  a  Man  of  Threefcore  muft 
have  obferved  five  or  fix  Revolutions  of  'em  at 
leaf! ;  yet  the  beginnings  of  thefe  Changes,  tho' 
we  have  feen  feveral,  feem  always  uncouth  and 
are  offenfiveafrefti  whenever  they  return.  What 
Mortal  can  decide  which  is  the  handfomeft,ab- 
ftraft  from  the  Mode  in  being,  to  wear  great 
Buttons  or  fmall  ones?  The  many  ways  of 
laying  out  a  Garden  Judicioufly  are  almoii 
Innumerable,  and  what  is  called  Beautiful  in 
them  varies  according  to  the  different  Taftes  of 
Nations  and  Ages.  In  Grafs  Plats,  Knots  and 
Parterr's  a  great  diverfity  of  Forms  is  generally 
agreeable ;  but  a  Rouna  may  be  as  pleafing  to 
the  Eye  as  a  Square :  An  Oval  cannot  be  more 
fuitable  to  one  place  than  it  is  poffible  for  a 
Triangle  to  be  to  another ;  and  the  pre-emi- 
nence an  O&ogon  has  over  an  Hexagon  is  no 
greater  in  Figures,  than  at  Hazard  Eight  has 
wove  Six  among  the  Chances. 

Churches,  ever  fince  Chriftians  have  been 
able  to  Build  them,  refemble  the  Form  of  a 
Crofs,  with  the  upper  end  pointing  toward  the 
Eafl ;  and  an  Architect,  where  there  is  room, 
and  it  can  be  conveniently  done,  who  ftiould 
negleft  it,  would  be  thought  to  have  commit- 
ted an  unpardonable  Fault:  but  it  would  be 
foolilh  to  expeft  this  of  a  Turkifh  Mofque  or 
a  Pagan  Temple.  Among  the  many  Beneficial 
Laws  that  have  been  made  thefe  Hundred  Years, 
it  is  noteafy  to  name  one  of  greater  Utility,  and 
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at  the  fame  time  more  exempt  from  all  Incon- 
veniencies,  than  that  which  tias  regulated  the 
Dreffes  of  the  Dead.  Thofe  who  were  old 
enough  to  take  notice  of  things  when  that  Aft  . 
was  made,  and  are  yet  alive,  muft  remember  the 
general  Clamour  that  was  made  againft  it.  At  firft 
nothing  could  be  more  fhocking  to  Thoulands 
of  People  than  that  they  were  to  be  Buried 
in  Woollen,  and  the  only  thing  that  made 
that  Law  fupportable  was,  that  there  was  room 
left  for  People  of  fome  Fafliion  to  indulge  their 
Weaknefs  without  Extravagancy ;  coniidering 
N  the  other  Expences  of  Funerals  where  Mourning 
is  given  to  feveral,  and  Rings  to  a  great  many. 
The  Benefit  that  accrues  to  the  Nation  from 
it  is  fo  vifible  that  nothing  ever  could  be  faid 
in  reafon  to  condemn  it,  which  in  few  Years 
made  the  Horrour  conceived  againft  it  leffen 
every  Day.  I  obferved  then  that  Y  oung  People 
who  had  feen  but  few  in  their  Coffins  did  the 
foonefl  ftrike  in  with  the  Innovation ;  but  that 
thofe  who,  when  the  Aft  was  made,  had 
Buried  many  Friends  and  Relations  remained 
averfe  to  it  the  longeft,  and  I  remember  many 
that  never  could  be  reconciled  to  it  to  their 
dying  Day.  By  this  time  Burying  in  Linnen 
being  almoft  forgot,  it  is  the  general  Opinion  that 
nothing  could  be  more  decent  than  Woollen, 
and  the  prefent  manner  of  Drefling  a  Corps : 
which  fhews  that  our  Liking  or  Diflikiflg  of 
things  chiefly  depends  on  Mode  arid  Cuftom, 
and  the  Precept  and  Example  of  our  Betters 
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and  fuch  whom  one  way  or  other  we  think  to 
be  Superiour  to  us. 

In  Morals  there  is  no  greater  Certainty, 
Plurality  of  Wives  is  odious  among  Chriftians, 
and  all  the  Wit  and  Learning  of  a  Great  Ge^ 
nius  in  defence  of  it  has  been  rejefted  with 
contempt :  But  Polygamy  is  not  lhocking  to  a 
Mahometan.    What  Men  have  learned  from 
their  Infancy  enflaves  them,  and  the  Force  of 
Cuftom  warps  Nature,  and  at  the  fame  time 
imitates  her  in  fuch  a  manner,  that  it  is  often 
difficult  to  know  which  of  the  two  we  are  influ- 
enced by.  In  the  Eafl  formerly  Sifters  married 
Brothers,  and  it  was  meritorious  for  a  Man  to 
marry  his  Mother.    Such  Alliances  are  abomi- 
nable ;  but  it  is  certain  that,  whatever  Horrour 
we  conceive  at  the  Thoughts  of  them,  there 
is  nothing  in  Nature  repugnant  againft  them, 
but  what  is  built  upon  Mode  and  Cuftom.  A 
Religious  Mahometan  that  has  never  tailed  any 
Spirituous  Liquor,  and  has  often  feen  People 
Drunk,  may  receive  as  great  an  averfion  againft 
Wine  as  another  with  us  of  the  leaft  Morality 
and  Education  may  have  againft  lying  with  his 
Sifter,  and  both  imagine  that  their  Antipathy 
proceeds  from  Nature.   Which  is  the  belt 
Religion  ?  is  a  Queftion  that  has  caufed  more 
Mifchief  than  all  other  Queftions  together.  Ask 
it  at  "Peking^  at  Conftantinople^  and  at  Rome^  and 
you'll  receive  three  diftinft  Anfwers  extremely 
different  from  one  another,  yet  all  of  them  e- 
qually   pofitive  and  peremptory.  Chriftians 
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are  well  aflured  of  the  falfity  of  the  Pagan  and 
Mahometan  Superftitions :  as  to  this  point  there 
is  a  perfeft  Union  arid  Concord  among  them ; 
but  enduire  of  the  feveral  Sefts  they  are  divided 
into,  Which  is  the  true  Church  of  Chrift?  and 
all  of  them  will  tell  you  it  is  theirs,  and  to  con- 
vince you,  go  together  by  the  Ears. 

It  ismanifeft  then  that  the  hunting  after  this 
Tulchrum  Sf  Honejium  is  not  much  better  than 
a  Wild-Goofe-Chace  that  is  but  little  to  be  de- 

F ended  upon :  But  this  is  not  the  greateft  Fault 
find  with  it.  The  imaginary  Notions  that 
Men  may  be  Virtuous  without  Self-denial  are  & 
vaft  Inlet  to  Hypocrify,  which  being  once  made 
habitual,  we  mult  not  only  deceive  others,  but 
likewife  become  altogether  uiiknbwn  to  our' 
felves,  and  in  an  inftance  I  am  going  to  give, 
it  will  appear,  how  for  want  of  duely  examining 
Jiimfelf  this  might  happen  to  a  Perfon  of  Quality 
of  Parts  and  Erudition,  one  every  way  refem- 
biing  the  Author  of  the  Chara&erilticks  himfelf. 

A  Man  that  has  been  bf  ought  up  in  Eafe  and 
Affluence,  if  he  is  of  a  Quiet  Indolent  Nature, 
learns  to  fliun  every  thing  that  is  troublefome, 
and  chufes  to  curb  his  Pallions,  more  becalife  of 
the  Inconveniencies  that  arife  from  the  eager 
purfiiit  after  Pleafure,  and  the  yielding  to  all  the1 
demands  of  our  Inclinations,  than  any  diflike 
he  has  to  fenfual  Enjoyments ;  and  k  is  pof- 
fible,  that  a  Perfon  Educated  under  A  great 
Philofopher,  who  was  a  Mild  and  Good-natured 
as  well  as  able  Tutor,  may  in  fuch  happy  Ch> 
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camftancqs  have  a  better  Opinion  of  his  inward 
State  than  it  really  deferves,  and  believe  himfelf 
Virtuous,  becauie  hisPaffions  lye  dormant.  He 
may  form  fine  Notions  of  the  Social  Virtues, 
and  the  Contempt  of  Death,  write  well  of  them 
in  his  Clofet,  and  talk  Eloquently  of  them  in 
Company,  but  you  fhall  never  catch  him 
Fighting  for  his  Country,or  Labouring  to  retrieve 
any  National  Lofles.  A  Man  that  deals  in 
Metaphyficks  may  eafily  throw  himfelf  into  an 
Enthufiafm,  and  really  believe  that  he  does  not 
fear  Death  whilft  it  remains  out  of  Sight.  But 
fliould  he  be  ask'd,  why  having  this  Intrepidity 
either  from  Nature  or  acquired  by  Philolpphy, 
he  did  not  follow  Arms  when  his  Country  was 
involved  in  War ;  or  when  he  faw  the  Nation  dai- 
ly robb'd  by  thofe  at  the  Helm,  and  the  Affairs 
of  the  Exchequer  perplexed,  why  he  did  not  go 
to  Court,  and  make  ufe  of  all  his  Friends  and 
Inter  eft  tq  be  ^  Lord  Treaforer,  that  by  his 
Integrity  and  Wife  Management  he  might  re- 
ftore  tne  Publick  Credit ;  It  is  probable  he 
would  anfwer  that  he  lpv'd  Retirement,  h^d 
ho  other  Ambition  than  to  be  a  Good  Man,  and 
never  afpired  to  have  any  fhare  in  the  Govern- 
ment, or  that  he  hated  all  Flattery  and  Slavilli 
Attendance,  thelnfmcerity  of  Courts  andBuftle 
of  the  World.  I  am  willing  to  believe  him : 
but  may  not  a  Man  of  an  Indolent  Temper 
and  Una&ive  Spirit  fay,  and  be  fincere  in  all 
this,  and  at  the  fame  indulge  his  Appetites 
Without  being  able  to  fubdue  them,  tho" 
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Duty  fummons  him  to  it.  Virtue  confifts  In 
A&ion,and  whoever  is  poffeft  of  this  Social  Love 
and  kind  Affeftion  to  his  Species,  and  by  his 
Birth  or  Quality  can  claim  any  Pofl  in  the 
Publick  Management,  ought  not  to  fit  (till  when 
he  can  be  Serviceable,  but  exert  himfelf  to  the 
utmoft  for  the  good  of  his  Fellow  Subje&s. 
Had  this  noble  Perfon  been  of  a  Warlike  Ge- 
nius or  a  Boyfterous  Temper,  he  would  have 
chofe  another  Part  in  the  Drama  of  Life,  and 
preach'd  a  <juite  contrary  Do6hine:  For  we 
are  ever  pufhing  our  Reafon  which  way  foever 
we  feel  Paflion  to  draw  it,  and  Self-Love  pleads 
to  all  human  Creatures  for  their  different 
Views,  ftill  furnifhing  every  Individual  with 
Arguments  to  juftify  their  Inclinations. 

That  boafted  middle  way,  and  the  calm  Vir- 
tues recommended  in  the  Charafterifticks,  are 
good  for  nothing  but  to  breed  Drones,  and 
might  qualify  a  Man  for  the  ftupid  Enjoyments 
of  a  Monaftick  Life,  or  at  beft  a  Countryjuftice 
of  Peace,  but  they  would  never  fit  him  tor  La- 
bour and  Affiduity,  or  ftir  him  up  to  great 
Atchievements  and  perilous  Undertakings. 
Man's  natural  Love  of  Eafe  and  Idlenefs,  and 
Pronenefs  to  indulge  his  fenfual  Pleafures,  are 
not.  to  be  cured  by  Precept :  His  ftrong  Habits 
and  Inclinations  can  only  be  fubdued  by  Paffions 
of  greater  Violence.  Preach  and  Demonftrate  to 
a  Coward  the  unreafonablenefs  of  his  Fears  and 
you'll  not  make  him  V aliant,  more  than  you 
can  make  him  Taller  by  bidding  him  to  be 
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Ten  Foot  high,  whereas  the  Secret  to  raife  Cou- 
rage, as  l  have  made  it  Publick  in  Remark  R9 
is  almoft  infallible. 

The  Fear  of  Death  is  the  ftrongeft  when  we 
are  in  our  greateft  Vigour,  and  our  Appetite  is 
keen ;  when  we  are  Sharp-lighted,  Quick  of 
Hearing,  and  every  Part  performs  its  Office, 
The  Reafon  is  plain,  becaufe  then  Life  is  moft  de- 
licious and  our  felves  moft  capable  of  enjoying 
it.  How  comes  it  then  that  a  Man  of  Honour 
fliould  fb  eafily  accept  of  a  Challenge,  tho'  at 
Thirty  and  in  perfed:  Health?  It  is  his  Pride 
that  conquers  his  Fear :  For  when  his  Pride  is 
not  concern'd  this  Fear  will  appear  moit  glaring- 
ly; If  he  is  not  ufed  to  the  Sea  let  him  but  be 
in  a  Storm,  or,  if  he  never  was  111  before,  have 
but  a  fore  Throat  or  a  flight  Fever,  and  he'll 
fliew  a  ThQufand  Anxieties,  and  in  them  the 
ineftimable  Value  he  fets  on  Life,  Had  Man 
been  naturally  humble  and  proof  againft  Flattery, 
the  Politician  could  never  have  had  his  Ends,,  ,>; 
or  known  what  to  have  made  of  him.  Without  -* 
Vices  the  Excellency  of  the  Species  would  have 
ever  remained  undifcover'd,  and  every  Worthy 
that  has  made  himfelf  famous  in  the  World  is  a 
ftrong  Evidence  againft  this  amiable  Syftem. 
•  If  the  Courage  of  the  great  Macedonian  came 
up  to  Diftra&ion  when  he  fought  alone  againft 
a  whole  Garrifon,  his  Madnefs  was  not  lefs 
when  he  fancy'd  himfelf  to  be  a  God,  or  at  leaft 
doubted  whether  he  was  or  not ;  and  as  foon 
as  we  make  this  Refleftion,  we  difcover  both 
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the  Paflion,  and  the  Extravagancy  of  it,  that 
buoy'd  up  his  Spirits  in  the  molt  imminent  Dan- 
gers, and  carried  him  through  all  the  Difficul- 
ties and  Fatigues  he  underwent. 

There  never  was  in  the  World  a  brighter 
Example  of  an  able  and  compleat  Magiitrate 
than  Cicero  :  When  I  think  on  his  Care  and 
Vigilance,  the  real*  Hazards  he  flighted,  and 
the  Pains  he  took  for  the  Safety  of  Rome;  his 
Wifdom  and  Sagacity  in  dete&ing  and  difap- 
pointing  the  Stratagems  of  theboldeft  and  moft 
fubtle  Cpnfpirators,  and  at  the  fame  time  oh 
his  Love  to  Literature,  Arts  and  Sciences,  his 
Capacity  in  Metaphyficks,  the  Jultnefs  of  his 
Reafonings,  the  r  orce  of  his  Eloquence,  the 
Politenefs  of  his1  Stile,  and  the  genteel  Spirit 
that  runs  through' his  Writings;  when  I  think 
I  fay  on  all  thefe  Things  together,  I  am  {truck 
with  Amazement,  and  the  leaft  I  can  fay  of  him 
is  that  he  was  a  Prodigious  Man.  But  when  I  ■ 
have  fet  the  many  good  Qualities  he  had  in 
the  beft  Light,  it  is  as  evident  to  me  on  the 
other  fide,  that  had  his  Vanity  been  inferior 
to  his  greateft  Excellency,  tne  good  Senfe 
and  Knowledge  of  the  World  he  was  fo 
eminently  pollefs'd  of  could  never  have  let 
him  be  luch  a  fulfome  as  well  as  noify  Trum- 
peter as  he  was  of  his  own  Praifes,  or  fuffer'd 
nim  rather  than  not  proclaim  his  own  Merits 
to  make  a  Verfe  that  a  School-Boy  would  have 
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,  How  ftri&  and  fevere  was  the  Morality  of 
rigid  CatOy  how  ileady  and  unaffected  the  Virtue 
of  that  grand  Afferter  of  Roman  Liberty!  but 
tho'  the  Equivalent  this  Stoick  enjoyed,  Tor  all 
the  Self-denial  and  Aufterity  he  pradifed,  re- 
mained long  concealed,  and  his  peculiar  Mode- 
fly  hid  from  the  World,  and  perhaps  himfelf, 
a  vail  while  the  Frailty  of  his  Heart  that  forced 
bim  into  Heroifm,  yet  it  was  brought  to  light 
in  the  lail  Scene  of  his  Life,  and  by  his  Suicide 
it  plainly  appeared  that  he  was  governed  by  a 
Tyrannical  Power  fuperior  to  the  Love  of  his 
Country,  and  that  the  implacable  Hatred  and 
fuperlative  Envy  he  bore  to  the  Glory,  the  real 
Greatnefs  and  Perfonal  Merit  of  C^/Sr,  had  for  a 
long  time  fway'd  all  his  A&ions  under  the  moft 
noble  Pretences.  Had  not  tjiis  violent  Motive 
over-rul'd  his  confummate  Prudence  he  might 
not  only  have  faved  himfelf,  but  likewife 
moft  of  his  Friends  that  were  ruined  by  the 
Lofs  of  him,  and  would  in  all  probability,  if 
he  could  have  ftooped  to  it,  been  the  Second 
Man  in  Rome.  But  he  knew  the  boundlefs 
Mind  and  unlimited  Generofity  of  the  Vi£or : 
it  was  his  Clemency  he  feared,  and  therefore 
chofe  Death  becaufe  it  was  lefs  terrible  to  his 
Pride  than  the  Thought  of  giving  his  mortal 
Foe  fo  tempting  an  Opportunity  of  flie wing  the 
Magnanimity  of  his  Soul,  as  Cafar  would  have 
found  in  forgiving  fuch  an  inveterate  Enemy 
as  Cato,  and  offering  him  his  Friendfliip  ;  and 
which,  it  is  thought  by  the  Judicious,  that 
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Penetrating  as  well  as  Ambitious  Conqueror 
would  not  have  dipt,  if  the  other  had  dared  to 
live. 

Another  Argument  to  prove  the  kind  Difpo- 
fition  and  real  Affeftion  we  naturally  have  for 


Aver/ion  Men  that  are  in  their  Senfes  gene- 
rally have  to  Solitude,  beyond  other  Creatures. 
This  bears  a  fine  glofs  in  the  Char  aft  erifticksy 
and  is  fet  off  in  very  good  Language  to  the 
beft  Advantage :  the  next  Day  after  I  read 
it  firft,  I  heard  abundance  of  People  cry  Frelh 
Herrings,  which  with  the  Refle&ion  on  the 
vaft  Shoals  of  that  and  other  Fifli  that  are 
caught  together,  made  me  very  merry,  tho'  I 
was  alone :  but  as  I  was  entertaining  my  felf 
with  this  Contemplation,  came  an  impertinent 
idle  Fellow,  whom  I  had  the  Misfortune  to  be 
known  by,  and  asked  me  how  I  did,  tho'  I 
was  and  dare  fay  looked  as  healthy  and  as  well 
as  ever  I  was  or  did  in  my  Life.  What  I  an- 
fwered  him  I  forgot,  but  remember  that 
I  could  not  get  rid  of  him  in  a  good  while,  and 
felt  all  the  Uneafinefs  my  Friend  Horace  com- 
plains of  from  a  Perfecution  of  the  like  na- 
ture. 

I  would  have  no  fagaciousCritick  pronounce 
me  a  Ma^i-hater  from  this  ftiort  Story ;  who- 
ever does  is  very  much  miftaken.  I  am  a  great 
Lover  of  Company,  and  if  the  Reader  is  not 
quite  tired  with  mine,  before  I  (hew  theWeak- 
nefs  and  Ridicule  of  that  piece  of  Flattery 
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made  to  our  Species,  and  which  I  was  jufl  now 
fpeaking  of,  I  will  give  him  a  Defcription  of 
the  Man  I  would  chufe  for  Converfation, 
with  a  Promife  that  before  he  has  finifhed 
what  at  firii  he  might  only  take  for  a  Digref- 
fion  foreign  to  my  purpofe,  he  lhall  find  the 
Ufe  of  it. 

By  Early  and  Artful  Inflru&ion  he  fliould  be  ; 
thoroughly  imbued  with  the  notions  of  Honour 
and  Shame,  and  have  contracted  an  habitual 
averfion  to  every  thing  that  has  the  lealt  ten- 
dency to  Impudence,  Rudenefs  or  Inhumanity. 
He  fhould  be  well  verfed  in  the  Latin  Tongue 
and  not  ignorant  of  the  Greeks  and  moreover 
underfland  one  or  two  of  the  Modern  Languages 
befides  his  own.  He  fliould  be  acquainted  with 
the  Fafhions  and  Cuftoms  of  the  Ancients,  but 
thoroughly  skilled  in  the  Hiftory  of  his  own 
Country  and  the  Manners  of  the  Age  he  lives  in. 
He  fhould  befides  Literature  have  ftudy'd  fome 
ufeful  Science  or  other,feen  fome  Foreign  Courts 
and  Univerfities,  and  made  the  true  ufe  of 
Travelling.  He  fliould  at  times  take  delight  in 
Dancing,  Fencing,  Riding  the  Great  Horfe, 
and  know  fomething  of  Hunting  and  other 
Country  Sports,  without  being  attach'd  to  any, 
and  he  fhould  treat  them  all  as  either  Exercifes 
for  Health,  or  Diverlions  that  fhould  never  in- 
terfere with  Bufmefs,  or  the  attaining  to  more 
valuable  Qualifications.  He  fhould  have  a 
fmatch  of  Geometry  and  Aftronomy  as  well  as 
Anatomy  and  the  Oeconomy  of  Human  Bodies. 

Cc  2  To 
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To  ufidfcrftand  Mufick  fo  as  to  perform,  is  an 
Accompliftiment,  but  there  is  abundance  to  be 
faid  againlt  it>  and  inftead  of  it  I  Would  have 
him  know  fo  much  of  Drawing  as  is  required 
to  take  a  Lankskip,  or  explain  ones  meaning  of 
any  Form  or  Model  we  would  defcribe,  but 
never  to  touch  a  Pencil.  He  fliould  be  very 
early  ufed  to  the  Company  ofmodeft  Women, 
and  never  be  a  Fortnight  without  Converfing 
With  th£  Ladies. 

Grofs  Vices,  as  Irreligion,  Whoring,  Gaming, 
Drinking  and  Quarreling  1  won't  mention ;  even 
the  meaneft  Education  guards  us  againft  them ;  I 
would  always  recommend  to  him  thePrafticeof 
Virtue,  but  I  am  for  no  Voluntary  Ignorance,  in  a 
Gentleman,  of  any  thing  that  is  done  in  Court 
or  City.  It  is  impoffible  a  Man  fliould  be 
perfeft,  and  therefore  there  are  Faults  I  would 
connive  at,  if  I  could  not  prevent  them,  and  if 
between  the  Years  of  Nineteen  and  Three  and 
Twenty,  Youthful  Heat  fliould  fometimes  get 
the  better  of  his  Chaftity,  fo  it  was  done  with 
caution;  fliould  he  on  fome  Extraordinary 
Occafion  overcome  by  the  prefling  Solicitations 
.  of  Jovial  Friends,  drink  more  than  was  con- 
fiftent  with  ftrift  Sobriety,  fo  he  did  it  very 
feldom  and  found  it  not  to  interfere  with  his 
Health  or  Temper;  or  if  by  the  height  of  his 
Mettle  and  great  Provocation  in  a  Juft  Caufe, 
he  had  been  drawn  into  a  Quarrel,  which  true 
Wifdom  andalefs  ftrift  adherence  to  the  Rules 
of  Honour  might  have  declined  or  prevented,  fo 
i";'  it 
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it  never  befel  him  above  once ;  If  I  fay  he  fhould 
have  happened  to  be  Guilty  of  thefe  things, 
and  he  would  never  fpeak,  much  lefs  Brag 
of  them  himfelf,  they  might  be  pardoned  or 
at  leaft  over-looked,  at  the  Age  I  named, 
if  he  left  off  then  and  continued  difcreet  for 
ever  after.  The  very  Difafters  of  Youth  have 
fometimes  frightened  Gentlemen  into  a  more 
fteady  Prudence  than  in  all  probability  they 
would  ever  have  been  Mafters  of  without  them. 
•To  keep  him  from  Turpitude  and  things  that  are 
openly  Scandalous,  there  is  nothing  better  than 
to  procure  him  free  accefs  in  one  or  two  noble 
Families  where  his  frequent  Attendance  is 
counted  a  Duty :  And  whilft  by  that  means  you 
preferve  his  Pride,  he  is  kept  in  a  continual 
dread  of  Shame. 

A  Man  of  a  tollerable  Fortune,  pretty  near 
accomplifhed  as  I  have  required  him  to  be,  that 
ftill  improves  himfelf  and  fees  the  World  till 
he  is  Thirty,  cannot  be  difagreeableto  converfe 
with,  at  leaft  whilft  he  continues  in  Health  and 
Profperity,  and  has  nothing  to  fpoil  his  Temper. 
When  fuch  a  one  either  by  chance  or  appoint- 
ment meets  with  Three  or  Four  of  his  Equals, 
and  all  agree  to  pafs  away  a  few  Hours  together, 
the  wliole  is  what  I  call  Good  Company.  There 
is  nothing  faid  in  it  that  is  not  either  inftru&ive 
or  diverting  to  a  Man  of  Senfe.  It  is  poffible 
they  may  not  always  be  of  the  fame  Opinion, 
but  there  can  be  no  conteft  between  any  but  who 
fhall  yield  flirft  to  the  other  he  differs  from. 

Cc  3  One 
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One  only  fpeaks  at  a  time,  and  no  louder  than  to 
beplainly  understood  by  him  who  fits  the  farthefl 
off.  The  greateft  Pleafure  aimed  at  by  every 
one  of  them  is  to  have  the  Satisfaftion  of  Plea- 
fing  others,  which  they  all  pradically  know  may 
as  effe&uallybe  done  by  hearkning  with  Atten- 
tion and  an  approving  Countenance,  as  if  we 
faid  very  good  things  our  felves. 

Molt  People  of  any  Tafte  would  like  fuch  a 
Converfation,  and  jultly  prefer  it  to  being-alone, 
when  they  knew  not  how  to  fpend  their  time  ; 
but  if  they  could  employ  themfelves  in  fome- 
thing  from  which  they  expe&ed  either  a  more 
folid  or  a  more  lafling  Satisfa&ion,  .they  would 
deny  themfelves  this  Pleafure,  and  follow  what 
was  of  greater  confequence  to  'em.  But  would 
not  a  Man,  though  he  had  feen  no  Mortal  in  a 
Fortnight,  remain  alone  as  much  longer,  rather 
than  get  into  Company  of  Noify  Fellows  that 
take  delight  in  Contradiction, ana  place  a  Glory 
in  picking  a  Quarrel?  Would  not  one  that  has 
Books,  Read  For  ever,  or  fet  himfelf  to  Write 
upon  fome  Subject  or  other,  rather  than  be 
every  Night  with  Partymen  who  count  the 
Ifland  to  be  good  for  nothing  whilfl  their  Ad- 
verfaries  are  fuffered  to  live  upon  it  ?  Would 
not  a  Mani>e  by  himfelf  a  Month,  and  go  to 
Bed  before  feven  a-Clock,  rather  than  mix  with 
Fox-Hunters,  who .  having  all  Day  long  tried 
in  vain  to  break  their  Necks,  join  at  Night  in 
afecond  Attempt  upon  their  Lives  by  Drinking, 
and  to  exprefs  their  Mirth,  are  louder  in  fenfe- 
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lefs  Sounds  within  Doors,  than  their  barking 
and  lefs  troublefome  Companions  are  only 
without  ?  I  have  no  great  Value  for  a  Man  who 
would  not  rather  tire  himfelf  with  Walking ; 
or  if  he  was  fliut  up,  fcatter  Pins  about  the 
Room  in  order  to  pick  them  up  again,  than 
keep  Company  for  fix  Hours  with  half  a  Score 
common  Sailers  the  Day  their  Ship  was  paid 
off. 

I  will  grant  neverthelefs  that  the  greateft  part 
of  Mankind,  rather  than  be  alone  any  confide- 
rable  time,  would  fubmit  to  the  things  I  named : 
But  I  cannot  fee,  why  this  Love  of  Company, 
this  ftrong  Defire  after  Society  fhould  be  con- 
ftrued  fo  much  in  our  Favour,  and  alledged  as 
a  Mark  of  fome  Intrinfick  Worth  in  Man  not 
to  be  found  in  other  Animals.  For  to  prove 
from  it  the  Goodnefsof  our  Nature  and  a  gene- 
rous Love  in  Man,  extended  beyond  himfelf  on 
the  reft  of  his  Species,  by  virtue  of  which  he 
was  a  Sociable  Creature,  this  Eagernefs  after 
Company  and  Averfion  of  being  alone  ought 
to  have  been  moft  confpicuous  and  moft  violent 
in  the  beft  of  their  kind,  the  Men  of  the  greateft 
Genius,  Parts  and  Accomplilhments,  and  thofe 
who  are  the  leaft  fubjeft  to  Vice;  the  contrary 
of  which  is  true.  The  weakett  Minds,  who 
can  the  leaft  govern  their  Paflions,  Guilty  Con- 
fciences  that  abhor  Refle&ion,  and  the  worth- 
lefs,  who  are  incapable  of  producing  any  thing 
of  their  own  that's  ufeful,  are  the  greateft  Ene- 
mies to  Solitude,  and  will  take  up  with  any 
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Company  rather  than  be  without;  whereat  the* 
Men  of  Senfeand  of  Knowledge,  that  can  think, 
and  contemplate  on  things,  and  fuch  as  are  but 
little  difturb'd  by  their  Paffions,  can  bear  to 
fee  by  themfelves  the  longed  without  relu&an- 
cy ;  and,  to  avoid  Noife,  Folly,  and  Imperti- 
nence, will  njo  away  from  twenty  Companies; 
and,  rather  than  meet  with  any  thing  dif- 
agreeable  to  their  good  Tafte,  will  prefer  their 
Clofet  or  a  Garden,  tiay  a  Common  or  aDefart 
to  the  Society  of  fome  Men. 
.  But  let  us  luppofe  the  Love  of  Company  fa 
inseparable  from  our  Species  that  no  Man 
could  endure  to  be  alone  one  Moment,  what 
Conclufions  could  be  drawn  from  this  ?  does 
not  Man  love  Company,  as  he  does  every  thing 
elfe,  for  his  own  fake  ?  No  Friendfliips  or  Civi- 
lities are  lafting  that  are  not  reciprocal.  In  all 
your  weekly  and  daily  Meetings  for  Divcrfion 
as  well  as  Annual  Feafts,  and  the  mod  folemn 
Carouzals,  every  Member  that  aflilis  at  them 
has  his  own  Ends,  and  fome  frequent  a  Club 
which  they  would  never  go  to  unlefs  they  were 
the  Top  of  it.  I  have  known  a  Man  wno  was 
the  Oracle  of  the  Company,  be  very  conftant, 
and  as  uneafy  at  any  thing  that  hindred  him 
from  coming  at  the  Hour,  leave  his  Society 
altogether,  as  foon  as  another  was  added  that 
could  match,  and  difputed  Superiority  with  him . 
There  are  People  who  are  incapable  of  holding 
an  Argument,  and  yet  malicious  enough  to  take 
delight  in  hearing  others  Wrangle,  and  tho* 
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they  never  concern  themfelves  in  the  Contro- 
verfy,  would  think  a  Company  Infipid  where 
they  could  nofrhave  that  Diver fion.  A  good 
Houfe,  rich  Furniture,  a  fine  Garden,  Horfes, 
Dogs,  Anceftors,  Relations,  Beautv,  Strength, 
Excellency  in  anything  whatever,  Vices  as  well 
as  Virtue  may  all  be  Acceffary  to  make  Men 
long  for  Society,  in  hopes  that  what  they  value 
themfelves  upon  will  at  one  time  or  other  be- 
come the  Theme  of  the  Difcourfe,  and  give  an 
inward  Satisfaction  to  them.  Even  the  moft 
polite  People  in  the  World,  and  fuch  as  I  fpoke 
of  at  firft,  give  no  Pleafure  to  others  that  is  not 
repaid  to  their  Self-Love,  and  does  not  at  laft 
cento:  in  themfelves,  let  them  wind  it  and  turn 
it  as  they  will.  But  the  plainelt  Demonftration 
that  in  all  Clubs  and  Societies  of  Converfablc 
People  every  body  has  the  greatettConfiderati<m 
x  for  nimfelf  is,  that  the  Difinterefted,  who  ra- 
ther over-pays  than  wrangles ;  the  Good-hu^- 
mour'd,  that  is  never  wafpifh  nor  foon  offended ; 
the  Eafy  and  Indolent,  that  hates  Difputes  and 
never  talks  for  Triumph,  is  every  where  the 
Darling  of  the  Company :  Whereas  the  Man  of 
Senfe  and  Knowledge,  that  will  not  be  impofc4 
upon  or  talk'd  out  of  his  Reafon^  the  Man  of 
Genius  and  Spirit,  that  cafn  'fey  iharp  and  witty 
things,  tho'  te  never  Lafhes  but  what  deferves 
it ;  thfc  Man  off  Honotir,  who  neither  gives  'nor 
takes  an  Affront,  rra?  be  efteem'4,  but  is  feldoni 
fo  well  beloved  as  *a  weaker  Man  kli  Accom- 
pliih'd. 

There 
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As  in  thefe  Inftances  the  Friendly  Qualities 
arife  from  our  contriving  perpetually  our 
own  Satisfa&iotr,  fo  on  other  Occafions  they 
proceed  from  the  natural  Timidity  of  Man,  and 
the  follicitous  Care  he  takes  of  himfelf.  Two 
Londoners,  whofe  Bufinefs  oblige  them  not  to 
have  any  Commerce  together,  may  know,  fee, 
and  pafs  by  one  another  every  Day  upon  the 
Exchange,  with  not  much  greater  Civility  than 
Bulls  would :  Let  them  meet  at  Brijtol  they'll 
pull  off  their  Hats,  and  on  the  lead  Opportunity 
enter  into  Converfation,  and  be  glad  of  one 
anothers  Company.  When  French,  Englijh  and 
*Dutch  meet  in  China  or  any  other  Pagan  Coun- 
try, being  all  Europeans*  they  look  upon  one 
another  as  Countrymen,  and  if  no  Paffion 
interferes,  will  feel  a  natural  Propenfity  to 
love  one  another.  Nay  two  Men  that  are  at  . 
Enmity,  if  they  are  forc'd  to  Travel  together, 
will  often  lay  by  their  Animofities,  be  affable 
and  converfe  in  a  friendly  manner,  efpecially 
if  the  Road  be  unfafe,and  they  are  both  Strangers 
in  the  Place  they  are  to  go  to.  Thefe  things  by 
fuperficial  Judges  are  attributed  to  Man's  Soci- 
ablenefs,  his  natural  Propenfity  to  Friendfliip 
and  love  of  Company ;  but  whoever  will  duely 
examine  things  and  look  into  Man  more  nar- 
rowly, will  find  that  on  all  thefe  Occafions  we 
only  endeavour  to  flrengthen  our  Intereft,  and 
are  moved  by  the  Caufes  already  alledg'd. 
.  What  I  have  endeavour'd  hitnerto,  has  been 
to  prove,  that  the  fukhrum  f$  honejium,  excel- 
lency 
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lency  and  real  worth  of  things  are  moft  com- 
monly precarious  and  alterable  as  Modes  and 
Cuftoms  vary ;  that  confequently  the  Inferences 
drawn  from  their  Certainty  are  infignificant,and 
that  the  generous  Notions  concerning  the  natural 
Goodnefs  of  Man  are  hurtful  as  they  tend  to  mif- 
lead  and  are  merely  Chimerical :  The  truth  of  this 
latter  I  have  Illultrated  by  the  moft  obvious  Ex- 
amples in  Hiftory.  I  have  fpoke  of  our  Love  of 
Company  and  Averfion  to  Solitude,examin'd  tho- 
roughly the  various  Motives  of  them,  and  made 
it  appear  that  they  all  center  in  Self-Love.  I 
intend  now  to  inveftigate  into  the  nature  of 
Society,  and  diving  into  the  very  rife  of  it,  make 
it  evident,  that  not  the  Good  and  Amiable,  but 
the  Bad  and  Hateful  Qualities  of  Man,  his  Im- 
perfections and  the  want  of  Excellencies  which 
other  Creatures  are  endued  with,  are  the  fir  ft 
Caufes  that  made  Man  fociable  beyond  other 
Animals  the  Moment  after  he  loit  Paradife; 
and  that  if  he  had  remained  in  his  primitive 
Innocence,  and  continued  to  enjoy  the  Bleflings 
that  attended  it,  there  is  no  Shadow  of  Proba- 
bility that  he  ever  would  have  become  that 
fociable  Creature  he  is  now. 

How  neceflary  our  Appetites  and  Paflions  are 
for  the  welfare  of  all  Trades  and  Handicrafts 
has  been  fufficiently  prov'd  throughout  the  Book, 
and  that  they  are  our  bad  Qualities,  or  at  leaft 
produce  them,  no  Body  denies.  It  remains  then 
that  I  ihould  let  forth  the  variety  of  Obftacles 
that  hinder  and  perplex  Man  in  the  Labour  he  is 
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conftantly  employ 'd  in,  the  procuring  of  what 
he  wants;  and  which  in  other  Words  is  call'd 
the  Buiinefs  of  Self-Prefervation :  Whilft  at  the 
fame  time  I  demonftrate  that  the  Sociablenefs, 
of  Man  arifes  only  from  thefe  Two  things,  viz. 
The  multiplicity  of  his  Defires,  and  the  conti- 
nual Oppofition  he  meets  with  in  his  Endea- 
vours to  gratify  them. 

The  Obftacles  I  fpeak  of  relate  either  to  our 
own  Frame,  or  the  (xlobe  we  inhabit,  I  mean 
the  Condition  of  it,  fince  it  has  been  curs'd.  I 
have  often  endeavour 'd  to  contemplate  feparately 
on  the  Two  things  I  named  laft,  but  could 
never  keep  them  alunder ;  they  always  interfere 
and  mix  with  one  another ;  and  at  laft  make  up  . 
together  a  frightful  Chaos  of  Evil.  All  the 
Elements  are  our  Enemies,  Water  drowns  and 
Fire  confumes  thofe  who  unskilfully  approach 
them.  The  Earth  in  a  Thouland  Places  pro- 
duces Plants  and  other  Vegetables  that  are  hurt- 
ful to  Man,  whiltt  ihe  Feeds  and  Cheriflies  a 
variety  of  Creatures  that  are  noxious  to  him ; 
and  fuffers  a  Legion  of  Poyfons  to  dwell  within 
her :  But  the  moft  unkind  of  all  the  Elements  is 
that  which  we  cannot  Live  one  Moment  with- 
out :  It  is  impoffible  to  repeat  all  the  Injuries 
we  receive  from  the  Wind  and  Weather ;  and 
tho'  the  greateft  part  of  Mankind  have  ever 
been  employed  in  defending  their  Species  from 
the  Inclemency  of  the  Air,  yet  no  Art  or  Labour 
have  hitherto  been  able  to  nnd  a  Security  againlt 
the  Wild  Rage  of  feme  Meteors, 
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Hurricanes  it  is  true  happen  but  feldom,  and 
few  Men  are  fwallow'd  up  by  Earthquakes,  or 
devour'd  by  Lions ;  but  wfiilft  we  efcape  thofe 
Gigantick  Mifchiefs  we  are  persecuted  by 
Trifles.  What  a  vaft  variety  of  Infe&s  are 
tormenting  to  us;  what  Multitudes  of  them 
infult  and  make  Game  of  us  with  Impunity! 
The  moft  defpicable  fcruple  not  to  Trample 
and  Graze  upon  us  as  Cattle  do  upon  a  Field  : 
which  yet  is  often  bore  with,  if  moderately  they 
ufe  their  Fortune ;  but  here  again  our  Clemency 
becomes  a  Vice,  and  fo  encroaching  are  their 
Cruelty  and  Contempt  of  us  on  our  Pity,  that 
they  make  Layftalls  of  our  Heads,  and  devour 
our  Young  ones  if  we  are  not  daily  Vigilant  in 
Purfuing  and  Deftroying  them. 

There  is  nothing  Good  in  all  the  Univerfe  to 
the  beft-defigning  Man,  if  either  through  Mi- 
ftake  or  Ignorance  he  commits  the  leaft  Failing  in 
the  Ufe  or  it ;  There  is  no  Innocence  or  Integrity 
that  can  proteS  a  Man  from  a  Thoufand  Mil- 
chiefs  that  furround  him :  On  the  contrary  every 
thing  is  Evil,  which  Art  and  Experience  have 
not  taught  us  to  turn  into  a  Blelling.  There- 
fore how  diligent  in  Harveft  time  is  the  Huf- 
band-Man  in  getting  in  his  Crop  and  flickering  it 
from  Rain,  without  which  he  could  never  have 
enjoy 'd  it !  As  Seafons  differ  with  the  Climates, 
Experience  has  taught  us  differently  to  make  ufe 
of  them,  and  in  one  part  of  the  Globe  we  may 
fee  the  Farmer  Sow  whilft  he  is  Reaping  in  the 
other ;  from  all  which  we  may  learn  how  vaftly 
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this  Earth  mufl  have  been  alter'd  fince  the 
Fall  of  our  firft  Parents.  For  fhould  we  trace 
Man  from  his  Beautiful,  his  Divine  Original,  not 
proud  of  Wifdom  acquired  by  haughty  Precept 
or  tedious  Experience,  but  endued  with  con- " 
fummate  Knowledge  the  moment  he  was 
form'd;  I  mean  the  State  of  Innocence,  in  which 
no  Animal  or  Vegetable  upon  Earth,  nor  Mi- 
neral under  Ground  was  noxious  to  him,  and 
himfelf  fecure  from  the  Injuries  of  the  Air  as 
well  as  all  other  Harms,  was  contented  with 
the  Necellaries  of  Life,  which  the  Globe  he 
inhabited  furnifh'd  him  with,  without  his  affift- 
ance.  W  hen  yet  not  confcious  of  Guilt,  he  found 
himfelf  in  every  Place  to  be  the  well  obey'd 
Unrival'd  Lord  of  all,  and  unaffe&ed  with  his 
Greatnefs  was  wholly  wrapt  up  in  fublime 
Meditations  on  the  Infinity  of  his  Creator,  who 
daily  did  vouchfafe  intelligibly  to  fpeak  to  him, 
and  vifit  without  Mifchief. 

In  fuch  a  Golden  Age  no  Reafon  or  Pro- 
bability can  be  alledged  why  Mankind  ever  lhould 
have  rais'd  themfelves  into  fuch  large  Societies 
as  there  have  been  in  the  World,  as  long 
as  we  can  give  any  tolerable  Account  of  it. 
Where  a  Man  has  every  thing  he  defires, 
and  nothing  to  Vex  or  Difturb  him ;  there  is 
nothing  can  be  added  to  his  Happinefs,  and  it 
isimpoflibleto  name  a  Trade,  Art,  Science,  Dig- 
nity or  Employment  that  would  not  be  Super- 
fluous in  fuch  a  Blefled  State.  If  we  purfue  this 
Thought  we  fhall  eafily  perceive  that  no  Socie- 
.  ties 
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ties  could  have  fprung  from  the  Amiable  Vir- 
tues and  Loving  Qualities  of  Man,  but  on  the- 
contrary  that  all  of  them  muft  have  had  their 
Origin  from  his  Wants,  his  Imperfe&ions,  and 
the  variety  of  his  Appetites:  We  fhall  find  like- 
wife  that  the  more  their  Pride  and  Vanity  are 
difplay'd,  and  all  their  Defires  enlarg'd,  the 
more  capable  they  muft  be  of  being  rais'd  into 
large  and  vaftly  numerous  Societies. 

Was  the  Air  always  as  inoffenfive  to  our  Naked 
Bodies,  and  as  pleafant  as  to  our  thinking  it  is  to 
the  generality  of  Birds  in  Fair  Weather,  and 
Man  had  not  been  affe&ed  with  Pride,  Luxury 
and  Hvpocrify,  as  well  as  Lull,  I  cannot  fee  what 
could  nave  put  us  upon  the  invention  of  Cloaths 
and  Houfes.  I  (hall  fay  nothing  of  Jewels,  of 
Plate,  Painting,  Sculpture,  Fine  Furniture,  and 
all  that  rigid  Moralifts  have  call'd  Unneceflary 
and  Superfluous :  But  if  we  were  not  foon  tired 
with  walking  a-foot,  and  were  as  nimble  as  fome 
other  Animals ;  if  Men  were  naturally  laborious, 
and  none  unreafonable  in  feeking  and  indulging 
their  Eafe,  and  likewife  free  from  other  Vices, 
and  the  Ground  was  ev6ry  where  Even,  Solid 
and  Clean,  who  would  have  thought  of  Coaches 
or  ventur'd  on  a  Horfe's  Back  ?  W  hat  occafion 
has  the  Dolphin  for  a  Ship,  or  what  Carriage 
would  an  Eagle  ask  to  Travel  in  ? 

I  hope  the  Reader  knows  that  by  Society  I 
underftand  a  Body  Politick,  in  which  Men  either 
fubdued  by  Superiour  Force,  or  by  Perfuafion 
drawn  from  nis  Savage  State,    is  become 
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a  Difciplin'd  Creature,  that  can  find  his  own 
Ends  in  Labouring  for  others,  and  where 
under  one  Head  or  other  Form  of  Govern- 
ment each  Member  is  render'd  Subfervicnt 
to  the  Whole,  and  all  of  them  by  cunning 
Management  are  made  to  Aft  as  one.  For 
if  by  Society  we  only  mean  a  Number  of 
People,  that  without  Rule  or  Government 
Ihould  keep  together  out  of  a  Natural  Affeftion 
to  their  Species  or  Love  of  Company,  as  a  Herd 
of  Cows  or  a  Flock  of  Sheep,  then  there 
is  not  in  the  World  a  more  unnt  Creature  for 
Society  than  Man ;  an  Hundred  of  them  that 
Ihould  be  all  Equals,  under  no  Subjeftion,  or 
Fear  of  any  Superiolir  upon  Earth,  could  never 
Live  together  awake  Two  Hours  without 
Quarrelling,  #nd  the  more  Knowledge,  Strength, 
W  it,  Courage  and  Refolution  there  was  among 
them,  the  worfe  it  would  be. 

It  is  probable  that  in  the  Wild  State  of  Na- 
ture Parents  would  keep  a  Superiority  over  their 
Children,  at  leaft  while  they  were  in  Strength, 
and  that  even  afterwards  the  Remembrance  of 
what  the  others  had  experienced  might  produce 
in  them  fomething  between  Love  and  Fear, 
which  we  call  Reverence :  It  is  probable  like- 
wife  that  the  fecond  Generation  following  the 
Example  of  the  firft,  a. Man  with  a  little  Cun- 
ning would  always  be  able,  as  long  as  he  lived 
and  had  hisSenfes,  to  maintain  a  Superior  Sway 
over  all  his  own  Offspring  and  Defendants, 
how  numerous  foever  they  might  grow.  But 
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the  old  Stock  once  dead,  the  Sons  would  quar- 
rel, and  there  could  be  no  Peace  long,  before 
there  had  been  War,  Elderihip  in  Brothers  k 
of  no  great  Force,  and  the  Preeminence  that  is 
given  to  it  only  invented  as  £  Ihift  to  live  itl 
Peace-  Man  as  he  is  a  fearful  Animal,  naturally 
not  Rapacious,  loves  Peace  and  Quiet,  and  he 
would  never .  Fight  if  no  body  onended  him, 
and  he  could  have  what  he  fights  for  without  itv 
To  this  fearful  Difpofition  and  the  Averfion  he  has 
to  his  being  difturb'd,  are  owing  all  the.  various 
Projefts  and  Forms  of  Government.  Monarchy 
without  doubt  was  the  firft.  Ariftocracy  and 
Democracy  were  two  different  Methods  of 
mending  tne  Inconveniencies  of  the  firft,  and  a 
mixture  of  thefe  three  an  Improvement  on  all 
the  reft. 

But  be  we  Savages  or  Politicians,  it  is  impofli- 
ble  that  Man,  mere  fallen  Man,  fhould  aft  with 
any  other  View  but  to  pleafe  himfelf  whilft  he 
has  the  Ufe  of  his  Organs,  and  the  greateft 
Extravagancy  either  of  Love  or  Defjpair  can 
liave  no  other  Center.  There  is  no  difference 
between  Will  and  Pleafure  in  one  fenfe,  and 
every  Motion  made  In  fpight  of  them  muft  be 
unnatural  and  convulfive.  Since  then  Aftion 
is  fo  confin'd,  and  we  are  always  forc'd  to 
do  what  we  pleafe,  and  at  the  fame  time  our 
Thoughts  are  free  and  uncontroul'd,  it  isim- 

Siffible  we  could  be  fociable  Creatures  without  -v 
ypocrify.   The  Proof  of  this  is  plain,  fmce; 
we  cannot  prevent  the  Idea's  that  are  continu- 
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ally  arifing  within  us,  all  Civil  Commerce  would 
be  loft,  if  by  Art  and  prudent  Diffimulation 
we  had  not  learn'd  to  hide  and  llifle  them ; 
and  if  all  we  think  was  to  be  laid  open  to  others 
in  the  fame  manner  as  it  is  to  our  felves,  it  is 
impoflible  that  endued  with  Speech  we  could 
be  fufferable  to  one  another.  I  am  perfuaded 
that  every  Reader  feels  the  Truth  of  what  I  fay ; 
and  I  tell  my  Antagonift  that  his  Confcience 
flies  in  his  Face,  whilft  his  Tongue  is  preparing 
to  refute  me.  In  all  Civil  Societies  Men  are 
taught  infenfibly  to  be  Hypocrites  from  their 
Cradle,  no  body  dares  to  own  that  he  gets  by 
Publick  Calamities,  or  even  by  the  Lofs  of 
Private  Perfons.  The  Sexton  would  be  ftoned 
fliould  he  wifli  openly  for  the  Death  of  the  Pa- 
rifhioners,  tho'  every  body  knew  that  he  had 
nothing  elfe  to  live  upon. 

To  me  it  is  a  great  Pleafure,  when  I  look  on 
the  Affairs  of  human  Life,  to  behold  into  what 
various  and  often  ftrangely  oppofite  Forms  the 
hope  of  Gain  and  thoughts  of  Lucre  fhape  Men* 
according  to  the  different  Employments  they 
are  of,  and  Stations  they  are  m.  How  gay  and 
merry  does  every  Face  appear  at  a  well-ordered 
Ball,  and  what  a  folemn  Sadnefs  is  obferv'd  at- 
the  Mafquerade  of  a  Funeral !  But  the  Under-, 
taker  is  as  much  pleas'd  with  his  Gains  as  the 
Dancing  Mafter :  Both  are  equally  tired  in  their 
Occupations,  and  the  Mirth  of  the  one  is  as 
much  forc'd  as  theGravity  of  the  other  is  affefted. 
Thofe  who  have  never  minded  the  Converfa- 
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tion  of  a  fpruce  Mercer,  and  a  young  Lady  his 
Cuftomer  that  comes  to  his  Shop,  havenegle&ed 
a  Scene  of  Life  that  is  very  Entertaining.  I  beg 
of  my  ferious  Reader,  that  he  would  for  a  while 
abate  a  little  of  his  Gravity,  and  fuffer  me  to 
examine  thefe  People  feparately,as  to  their  Infide 
and  the  different  Motives  they  a&  from. 

His  Bufinefs  is  to  fell  as  much  Silk  as  he  can 
at  a  Price  by  which  he  lhall  get  what  he  pro- 
poles  to  be  reasonable,  according  to  the  Cufto- 
mary  Profits  of  the  Trade.  As  to  the  Lady, 
what  fhe  would  be  at  is  to  pleafe  her  Fancy, 
and  buy  cheaper  by  a  Groat  or  Sixpence  per 
Yard  than  the  Things  fhe  wants  are  commonly 
fold  at.  From  the  lmpreflion  the  Gallantry  of 
our  Sex  has  made  upon  her,  fhe  imagines  (if 
Ihe  be  not  very  deform'd)  that  fhe  has  a  fine  Mien 
and  eafy  Behaviour,  and  a  peculiar  Sweetnefs  of 
Voice ;  that  fhe  is  handfome,  and  if  not  beau- 
tiful at  leaft  more  agreeable  than  mofl  young 
W  omen  Ihe  knows.  As  (lie  has  no  Pretenfions 
to  purchafe  the  fame  Things  with  lefs  Money 
than  other  People,  but  what  are  built  on  her 
good  Qualities,  lb  fhefets  her  felf  off  to  the  beft 
Advantage  her  Wit  and  Difcretion  will  let  her. 
The  thoughts  of  Love  are  hereout  of  the  Cafe ; 
fo  on  the  one  hand  fhe  has  no  room  for  playing 
the  Tyrant,  and  giving  her  felf  Angry:  \  and 
Peevifh  Airs,  and  on  the  other  more  liberty  of 
fpeaking  kindly,  and  being  affable  than  flie  can 
have  almofl  on  any  other  occafion.  She  knows 
that  abundance  of  well-bred  People  come  to 
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his  Shop,  and  endeavours  to  render  her  felf  as? 
Amiable  as  Virtue  and  the  Rules  of  Decency 
allow  of,  Coming  with  fuch  a  Refolution  of 
Behaviour  fhe  cannot  meet  with  any  thing  to 
ntffle  her  Temper.  .  '  :  ;  •       ;  .» 

Before  her  Coach  is  yet  quite  ftopp'd,  fhe  is 
approach'd  by  a  Gentleman-like  Man,  that  has 
every  thing  Clean  and  Falhionable  about  him, 
who  in  low  obeifance  pays  her  Homage,  and 
as  foon  as  her  Pleafure  is  known  that  (he  has  a 
mind  to  come  in,  hands  her  into  the  Shop* 
where  immediately  he  flips  from  her,  and 
through  a  by-way  that  remains  vifible  only  for 
half  a  Moment  with  great  addrefs  entrenches 
himfelf  behind  the  Counter :  Here  facing  her* 
with  a  profound  Reverence  and  modifh  Phrafe  he 
begs  the  favour  of  knowing  her  Commands, 
Let  her  fay  and  diflike  what  fhe  pleafes,  fhe 
can  never  be  direftly  contradi&ed :  She  deals 
with  a  Man  in  whom  confummate  Patience  is 
one  of  the  Myfteries  of  his  Trade,  and  what- 
ever trouble  fhe  creates,  lhe  is  fure  to  hear  no- 
thing but  the  moft  obliging  Language,  and  has 
always  before  her  achearful  Countenance,  where 
Joy  and  Refpeft  feem  to  be  blended  with  Good- 
humour,  and  altogether  make  up  an  Artificial 
Serenity  more  ingaging  than  untaught  Nature 
is  able  to  produce. 

When  two  Perfons  are  fo  well  met, the  Con- 
verfation  muft  be  very  agreeable,  as  well  as 
extremely  mannerly,  tho*  they  talk  about  tri- 
fles. Whilft  fhe  remains  irrefolute  what  to  take 

he 
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he  Teems  to.be  the  fame  in  advifing  her;  and  is 
Very  cautious  how  to  direft  her  Choice  ;  but 
when  once  flie  has  made  it  and  is  fix'd,  he 
immediately  becomes  pofitive,  that  it  is  the 
beft  of  the  fort,  extols  her  Fancy,  and  the  more 
he  looks  upon  it,  the  more  he  wonders  he 
Ihould  not  before  have  difcovered  the  pre-emi- 
nence of  it  over  any  thing  he  has  in  his  Shop. 
By  Precept,  Example  and  great  Application  he 
has  learn'd  unobferv'd  to  Hide  into  the  inmoft 
Receffes  of  the  Soul,  found  the  Capacity  of  his 
Cuftomers,  and  find  out  their  blind  Side  un- 
known to  them ;  By  all  which  he  is  inftru&ed 
in  fifty  other  Stratagems  to  make  her  over-value 
her  own  Judgment  as  well  as  the  Commodity 
fhe  would  purchafe.   The  greateft  Advantage 
he  has  over  her,  lies  in  the  moft  material  jpart 
of  the  Commerce  between  them,  the  debate 
about  the  Price,  which  he  knows  to  a  Farthing, 
and  fhe  is  wholly  Ignorant  of :  Therefore  he 
no  where  more  egregiouily  impofes  on  her  Un- 
derftanding;  and  tho'  here  he  has  the  liberty 
of  telling  what  Lies  he  pleafes,  as  to  the  Prime 
Coft  and  the  Money  he  has  refus'd,  yet  he 
trufts  not  to  them  only ;  but  attacking  her  Va- 
nity makes  her  believe  the  moft  incredible  Things 
in  the  World,  concerning  his  own  Weaknefs 
and  her  fuperior  Abilities;  He  had  taken  a  Refo- 
lution,  he  fays,  never  to  part  with  that  Piece 
under  fuch  a  Price,  but  fhe  has  the  power  of 
talking  him  out  of  his  Goods  beyond  any  body 
he  ever  Sold  to :  He  protefts  that  he  lofes  by  his 
■  D  d  3  Silfc; 
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Silk,  but  feeing  that  flie  has  a  Fancy  for  it,  and 
is  refolv'd  to  give  no  more,  rather  than 
difoblige  a  Lady  he  .has  fuch  an  uncommon 
value  for,  he'll  let  her  have  it,  and  only  begs  . 
that  another  time  flie  will  not  itand  fo  hard 
with  him.  In  the  mean  time  the  Buyer,  who 
knows  that  flie  is  no  Fool  and  has  a  voluble 
Tongue,  is  eafily  perfuaded  that  flie  has  a  very 
winning  way  of  Talking,  and  thinking  it  fuffi- 
cient  for  the  fake  of  good  Breeding  to  difown 
her  Merit,  and  in  fome  witty  Repartee  retort 
the  Compliment,  he  makes  her  lwallow  very 
contentedly  the  Subftance  of  every  thing  he  tells 
her.  The  uplliot  is,  that  with  the  fatisfaftion 
of  having  faved  Ninepence  per  Yard,  flie  has 
bought  her  Silk  exa&ly  at  the  fame  Price  as  any 
body  elfe  might  have  done,  and  often  gives 
Sixpence  more,  than  rather  than  not  have  fold 
it,  he  would  have  taken. 

It  is  poflible  that  this  Lady  for  want  of  being 
{ufficiently  flatter'd,  for  a  Fault  flie  is  pleafed  to 
find  in  his  Behaviour,  or  perhaps  the  tying  of  his 
Neckcloth,  or  fome  other  diflike  as  dubftantial, 
may  be  loft,  and  herCuftom  beflow'd  on  fome 
other  of  the  Fraternity.  But  where  many  of 
them  live  in  a  Clufter,  it  is  not  always  eafily 
detcrmin'd  which  Shop  to  go  to,  and  theReafons 
fome  of  the  Fair  Sex  have  for  their  choice  are 
often  very  whimfical  and  kept  as  a  great  Secret. 
We  never  follow  our  Inclinations  with  more 
freedom,  than  where  they  cannot  be  traced,  and 
it  is  unreafonable  for  others  to  fufpeft  them. 
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A  Virtuous  Woman  has  preferr'd  one  Houfe  to 
all  the  reft,  becaufe  Hie  had  feen  ahandfome 
Fellow  in  it,  and  another  of  no  bad  Chara&er 
for  having  receiv'd  greater  Civility  before  it, 
than  had  been  paid  her  any  where  elfc,  when 
fhe  had  no  thoughts  of  buying  and  was  going 
to  Paul's  Church  :  for  among  the  fafliionable 
Mercers  the  Fair  Dealer  mult  keep  before  his 
own  Door,  and  to  draw  in  random  Cuitomers 
make  ufe  of  no  other  Freedom  or  Importunities 
than  an  obfequious  Air,  with  a  fubmiflive  Po- 
fture,  and  perhaps  a  Bow  to  every  well-drefs'd 
Female  that  offers  to  look  towards  his  Shop. 

What  I  have  faid  laft  makes  me  think  on  ano- 
ther way  of  inviting  Cuftomers  the  mod  diftant 
in  the  W  orld  from  what  I  have  been  fpeaking 
of,  I  mean  that  which  is  praftis'd  by  the  Wa- 
termen, efoecially  on  thofe  whom  by  their 
Mien  and  Garb  they  know  to  be  Peafants.  It 
is  not  unpleafant  to  fee  half  a  dozen  People  fur- 
round  a  Man  they  never  faw  in  their  lives  be- 
fore, and  two  of  them  that  can  get  the  neareft, 
clapping  each  an  Arm  over  his  Neck,  hug  him 
in  as  loving  and  familiar  a  manner  as  if  he  was 
their  Brother  newly  come  home  from  an  Eaft- 
India  Voyage ;  a  third  lays  hold  of  his  Hand, 
another  of  his  Sleeve,  his  Coat,  the  Buttons  of 
it,  or  any  thing  he  can  come  at,  whilfl  a  fifth 
or  a  fixth,  who  has  fcampered  twice  round 
him  already  without  being  able  to  get  at  him, 

Slants  himfelf  direftly  before  the  Man  in 
old,  and  within  three  Inches  of  his  Nofe, 
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contradi&ing  his  Rivals  with  an  open  mouthed 
cry,  fhews  him  a  dreadful  fet  of  large  Teeth 
and  a  fmall  remainder  of  chew'd  Bread  and 
Cheefe,  which  the  Countryman's  Arrival  had 
hindred  from  being  fwallow'd. 

At  all  this  no  Offence  is  taken,  and  the  Pea- 
font  jultly  thinks  they  are  making  much  of  him  $ 
therefore  far  from  oppofing  them  he  patiently 
fuffers  himfelf  to  be  pufh'd  or  pull'd  which  way 
the  Strength  that  furrounds  him  ftiall  direct. 
He  has  not  the  delicacy  to  find  Fault  with  a 
Man's  Breath,  who  has  jult  blown  out  his  Pipe, 
or  a  greafy  Head  of  Hair  that  is  rubbing  againft 
his  Chops :  Dirt  and  Sweat  he  has  been  uled  to 
from  his  Cradle,  and  it  is  no  difturbance  to 
him  to  hear  half  a  fcore  People,  fome  of 
them  at  his  Ear,  and  the  furtheft  not  five  Foot 
from  him,  bawl  out  as  if  he  was  a  hundred 
Yards  off :  He  is  confcious  that  he  makes  no 
lefs  Noife  when  he  is  merry  himfelf,  and  is 
fecretly  pleas'd  with  their  boyfterous  Ufages. 
The  hawling  and  pulling  him  about  he  con- 
ftrues  the  way  it  is  intended ;  it  is  a  Courtfhip 
he  can  feel  and  underftand:  He  can't  help 
Wifliing  them  well  for  the  Efteem  they  feem  to 
have  for  him:  He  loves  to  be  taken  notice  of, 
and  admires  the  Londoners  for  being  fo  prefling 
in  the  Offers  of  their  Service  to  him,  for  the 
value  of  Threepence  or  lefs ;  whereas  in  the 
Country  at  the  Shop  he  ufes,  he  can  have  no- 
thing but  he  muff  fir{l  tell  them  what  he  wants, 
and,  tljo'  he  lays  out  Three  or  Four  Shillings 

at 
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at  a  time,  has  hardly  a  word  fpoke  to  him  un- 
lefs  it  be  in  anfwer  to  a  Queftion  himfelf  is 

r  &rc'd  to  ask  fir  ft.  This  Alacrity  in  his  Behalf 
moves  his  Gratitude,  and  unwilling  to  difoblige 
any,  from  his  Heart  he  knows  not  whom  tq 
chime.  I  have  feen  a  Mgn  think  all  this,  or 
fomething  like  it,  as  plainly  as  I  could  fee  the 

1        Jtfofe  in  his  Face ;  and  at  the  fame  time  move 

h  along  very  contentedly  under  a  Load  of  W  ater- 
men,  and  with  a  fmiling  Countenance  carry 
feven  or  eight  Stone  mpre  than  his  own 
Weight,  to  the  Water-fide. 

If  the  little  Mirth  I  have  /hewn,  in  the 
drawing  of  thefe  two  Images  from  low  Life, 
mis-becomes  me,  I  am  forry  for  it,  but  I  promife 
not  to  be  guilty  of  that  F  ault  any  more,  and 

1 1 '  will  now  without  lofs  of  time  proceed  with  my 
Argumenf in  artlefs  dull  Simplicity,  and  demon- 
ftrate  the  grofs  Error  of  thofe,  who  imagine  that 
the  focialvirtues  and  the  amiable  Qualities  that 
are  praife-worthy  in  us,  are  equally  beneficial 
to  the  Publick  as  they  are  to  the  Individual 
Perfons  that  are  poffefs'd  of  them,  and  that  the 
means  of  thriving  and  whatever  conduces  to  the 
Welfare  and  real  Ha^pinefs  of  private  Families 
muft  have  the  fame  Lffeft  upon  the  whole  So- 
ciety. This  I  confefs  I  have  labour'd  for  all 
along,  and  I  flatter  my  felf  not  unfuccefsfufly : 
But  I  hope  no  body  will  like  a  Problem  the 
worfe  for  feeing  the  Truth  of  it  proved  more 
ways  than  one.  < 
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It  is  certain  that  the  fewer  Defires  a  Man  has 
and  the  lefs  he  covets,  *  the  more  eafy  he  is 
to  himfelf ;  the  more  a&ive  he  is  to  fupply  his 
own  Wants,  and  the  lefs  he  requires  to  be  waited 
upon,  the  more  he  will  be  beloved  and  the  lefs 
trouble  he  is  in  a  Family ;  the  more  he 
loves  Peace  and  Concord,  the  more  Charity  he 
has  for  his  Neighbour,  and  the  more  he  fhines 
in  real  Virtue,  there  is  no  doubt  but  that  in 
proportion  he  is  acceptable  to  God  and  Man. 
But  let  us  be  Juft,  what  Benefit  can  thefe  things 
be  of,  or  what  earthly  Good  can  they  do,  to 
promote  the  Wealth,  the  Glory  and  worldly 
Greatnefs  of  Nations  ?  It  is  the  fenfual  Courtier 
that  fets  no  Limits  to  his  Luxury ;  the  Fickle 
Strumpet  that  invents  new  Faftiions  every 
Week ;  the  haughty  Dutchefs  that  in  Fquipage, 
Entertainments,  and  all  her  Behaviour  would 
imitate  a  Princefs ;  the  profufe  Rake  and  lavifh 
Heir,  that  fcatter  about  their  Money  without 
W  it  or  Judgment,  buy  every  thing  they  fee, 
and  either  deftroy  or  give  it  away  the  next 
Day ;  the  Covetous  and  perjur'd  Villain  that 
fqueez'd  an  immenfe  Treafure  from  the  Tears 
of  Widows  and  Orphans,  and  left  the  Prodigals 
the  Money  to  fpend :  It  is  thefe  that  are  the 
Prey  and  proper  Food  of  a  full  grown  Levia- 
than ;  or  in  other  words,  fuch  is  the  calamitous 
Condition  of  Human  Affairs  that  we  ftand 
in  need  of  the  Plagues  and  Monfters  I  named 
to  have  all  the  Variety  of  Labour  performed, 

which  the  Skill  of  Men  is  capable  or  inventing 
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in  order  to  procure  an  honeft  Livelihood  to 
the  vaft  Multitudes  of  working  Poor,  that  are 
required  to  make  a  large  Society:  And  it  is 
folly  to  imagine  that  Great  and  Wealthy  Nati- 
ons can  fubfift,  and  be  at  once  Powerful  and 
Polite  without. 

I  proteft  againft  Popery  as  much  as  ever  Lu- 
ther or  Calvin  did,  or  Queen  Elizabeth  herfelf, 
but  I  believe  from  my  Heart,  that  the  Refor- 
mation has  fcarce  been  more  Inftrumental  in 
rendring  the  Kingdoms  and  States  that  have 
embraced  it,  flourifhing  beyond  other  Nations, 
than  the  filly  and  capricious  Invention  of  Hoop'd 


denied  me  by  the  Enemies  of  Prieftly  Power,  at 
leaft  I  am  fure  that,  bar  the  brave  Men  who 
have  fought  for  and  againft  that  Lay-Man's 
Bleffing,  it  has  from  its  firft  beginning  to  this 
Day  not  employ'd  fo  many  Hands,  honeft  indur- 
ftrious  labouring  Hands,  as  the  abominable  im- 
provement on  Female  Luxury  I  named  has 
done  in  few  Years.  Religion  is  one  thing  and 
Trade  is  another  He  that  gives  moft  Trou- 
ble to  thoufands  of  his  Neighbours,  and  in- 
vents the  moft  operofe  Manufactures  is,  right 
or  wrong,  the  greateft  Friend  to  the  Society. 

W  hat  a  Buftle  is  there  to  be  made  in  feveral 
Parts  of  the  World,  before  a  fine  Scarlet  or 
crimfon  Cloth  can  be  produced,  what  Multi- 
plicity of  Trades  and  Artificers  muft  be  env 
ploy'd !  Not  only  fuch  as  are  obvious,  as  Wool- 
combers,  Spinners,  the  Weaver,  the  Cloth- 


But  if  this  fhould  be 
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worker,  the  Scowrer,  the  Dyer,  the  Setter,  the 
Drawer  and  the  Packer ;  but  others  that  are 
more  remote  and  might  feem  foreign  to  it ;  as 
the  Millwright,  the  Pewterer  and  the  Chymift, 
which  yet  are  all  neceflary  as  well  as  a  great 
Number  of  other  Handicrafts  to  have  the  Tools, 
Utenfils  and  other  Implements  belonging  to  the 
Trades  already  named:  But  all  thefe  things 
are  done  at  home,  and  may  be  perform'd  with- 
out extraordinary  Fatigue  or  Danger;  the  mofl 
frightful  Profpea  is  left  behind,  when  we  re- 
flect on  the  Toil  and  Hazard  that  are  to  be 
undergone  Abroad,  the  vatt  Seas  we  are  to-go 
over,  the  different  Climates  we  are  to  endure, 
and  the  feveral  Nations  we  muft  be  obliged  to 
for  their  Afliftance.  Spain  alone  it  is  true  might 
furnilh  us  with  Wool  to  make  the  finefl:  Cloth ; 
but  what  Skill  and  Pains,  what  Experience  and 
Ingenuity  are  required  to  Dye  it  or  thofe  Beau- 
tiful Colours !  How  widely  are  the  Drugs  and 
other  Ingredients  difpers'd  through  theUniverfe 
that  are  to  meet  in  one  Kettle,   Allom  indeed 
we  have  of  our  own ;  Argol  we  might  have 
from  the  Rhine^  and  Vitriol  from  Hungary ;  all 
this  is  in  Europe ;  but  then  for  Saltpeter  in  quan- 
tity we  are  forc'd  to  go  as  far  as  the  Eaft-Indies. 
Cochenille,  unknown  to  the  Ancients,  is  not 
much  nearer  to  us,  tho'  in  a  quite  different  part 
of  the  Earth :  we  buy  it  'tis  true  from  the  Spa- 
niards ;  but  not  being  their  Produft  they  are  - 
forc'd  to  fetch  it  for  us  from  the  remotell  Coroer 
of  the  New  World  in  the  Weft-Indies.  Whilft 
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fo  many  Sailors  are  broiling  in  the  Sun  and 
fweltered  with  Heat  in  the  Eaft  and  Weft  of  us, 
another  fet  of  them  are  freezing  in  the  North 
to  fetch  Potatoes  from  Ruffia. 

When  we  are  thoroughly  acquainted  with  all 
the  Variety  of  Toil  and  Labour,  the  Hardlhips 
and  Calamities  that  muft  be  undergone  to  com- 

Safs  the  JLnd  I  fpeak  of,  and  we  confider  thevaft 
Lifques  and  Perils  that  are  run  in  thole  Voyages, 
and  that  few  of  them  are  ever  made  but  at  the 
Expence,  nor  only  of  the  Health  and  Welfare, 
but  even  the  Lives  of  many:  When  we  are 
acquainted  with,  I  fay,  and  duly  confider  the 
things  I  named,  it  is  fcarce  poflible  to  conceive 
a  Tyrant  fo  inhuman  and  void  of  Shame,  that 
beholding  things  in  the  fame  View,  he  fhould 
exadt  fuch  terrible  Services  from  his  Innocent 
Slaves ;  and  at  the  fame  time  dare  to  own, 
that  he  did  it  for  no  other  Reafon,  than  the 
Satisfaftion  a  Man  receives  from  having  a  Gar- 
ment made  of  Scarlet  or  Crimfom  Cloth.  But 
to  what  Height  of  Luxury  muft  a  Nation  be 
arrived,  where  not  only  the  King's  Officers,  but 
likewife  his  Guards,  even  the  Private  Soldiers 
fhould  have  fuch  impudent  Defires ! 

But  if  we  turn  the  Profpeft,  and  look  on  all 
thofe  Labours  as  fo  many  voluntary  Aftions, 
belonging  to  different  Callings  and  Occupations 
that  Men  are  brought  up  to  for  a  Lively-hood, 
and  in  which  every  one  Works  for  nimfelf, 
how  much  foever  he  may  feem  to  Labour  for 
others  :  If  we  confider,  that  even  the  Saylors 
S  who 
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who  undergo  the  greateft  Hardfliips,  as  foon  as 
one  Voyage  is  ended,  even  after  Ship-wreck, 
are  looking  out  and  folliciting  for  Employment 
in  another :  If  we  confider,  I  fay,  and  look  on 
thefe  things  in  another  View,  we  fliall  find 
that  the  Labour  of  the  Poor  is  fo  far  from  be- 
ing a  Burthen  and  an  Impofition  upon  them ; 
that  to  have  Employment  is  a  Blefting,  which 
in  their  Addreffes  to  Heaven  they  Pray  for,  and 
to  procure  it  for  the  generality  of  them  is  the 
greateft  Care  of  every  Legiflature. 

As  Children  and  even  Infants  are  the  Apes  of 
others,  fo  all  Youth  have  an  ardent  deiire  of 
being  Men  and  Women,  and  become  often  ri- 
diculous by  their  impatient  Endeavours  to  ap- 
pear what  every  Body  fees  they  are  not ;  all 
large  Societies  are  not  a  little  indebted  to  this 
Folly  for  the  Perpetuity  or  atleaft  long  Conti- 
nuance of  Trades  once  Eftabliftied.  What 
Pains  will  Young  People  take,  and  what  Vio- 
lence will  they  not  commit  upon  themfelves,  to 
attain  to  infignificant  and  often  blameable  Qua- 
lifications, which  for  want  of  Judgment  and 
Experience  they  admire  in  others,  that  are  Su- 
periour  to  them  in  Age!  This  fondnefs  of  I- 
mitation  makes  them  accuftom  themfelves  by 
degrees  to  theUfe  of  things  that  werelrkfome, 
if  not  Intollerable  to  them  at  firft ;  till  they 
know  not  how  to  leave  them,  and  are  often 
very  Sorry  for  having  inconfiderately  encreas'd 
the  Neceflaries  of  Life  without  any  Neceffity. 
What  Eftates  have  been  got  by  Tea  and  Coffee! 
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What  a  vaft  Traffick  is  drove,  what  a  variety 
of  Labour  is  performed  in  the  World  to  the 
Maintenance  of  Thoufands  of  Families  that  alto- 
;ether  depend  on  two  filly  if  not  odious 
"luftoms ;  the  taking  of  Snuff  and  fmoaking  of 
Tobaoco ;  both  which  it  is  certain  do  infinitely 
more  hurt  than  good  to  thofe  that  are  addifted 
to  them !  I  fliall  go  further  and  demonftrate  the 
Ufefulnefs  of  private  Lolfes  and  Misfortunes  to 
the  Publick,  and  the  folly  of  our  Willies,  when  we 
pretend  to  be  moft  Wife  and  Serious.  The  Fire 
of  London  was  a  great  Calamity,  but  if  the  Car- 
penters, Bricklayers,  Smiths,  and  all,  not  only 
that  are  employed  in  Building  but  likewife  thole 
that  made  and  dealt  in  the  fame  Manufactures 
and  other  Merchandizes  that  were  Burnt,  and 
other  Trades  again  that  got  by  them  when  they 
were  in  full  Employ,  were  to  V ote  againft  thofe 
who  loft  by  the  tire  ;  the  Rejoycings  would  equal 
if  not  exceed  the  Complaints.  In  recruiting  what 
is  loll  and  deftroy'd  by  Fire,  Storms,  Sea-tights, 
Seiges,  Battles,  a  confiderable  part  of  Trade 
confifts ;  the  truth  of  which  and  whatever  I 
have  (aid  of  the  Nature  of  Society  will  plainly 
appear  from  what  follows. 

It  would  be  a  difficult  Task  to  enumerate  all 
the  Advantages  and  different  Benefits,  that 
accrue  to  a  Nation  on  account  of  Shipping  and 
Navigation ;  but  if  we  only  take  into  Confi- 
deration  the  Ships  themfelves,  and  every  Veflel 
:eat  aftd  fmall  that  is  made  Ufe  of  for  Water 
Carriage,  from  the  leafl  Wherry  to  a  Firft 
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Rate  Man  of  War;  the  Timber  and  Hands 
that  are  employed  in  the  Building  of  them* 
and  confider  the  Pitch,  Tar,  Rofin,  Greafe  ; 
the  Mafts,  Yards,  Sails  and  Riggings ;  the  Va- 
riety of  Smiths  Work,  the  Cables,  Oars  and  eve- 
ry thing  elfe  belonging  to  them,  we  lhall  find, 
that  to  furniih  only  fuch  a  Nation  as  ours  with 
all  thefe  Neceflaries  makes  up  a  confiderable 
part  of  the  Traffick  of  Europe without  fpeaking 
of  the  Stores  and  Ammunition  of  all  forts,  that 
are  confumed  in  them,  or  the  Mariners,  Wa- 
termen  and  others  with  their  Families,  that  are 
maintained  b^them. 

But  ihould  we  on  the  other  Hand  take  a 
View  of  the  manifold  Mifchiefs  and  Variety  of 
Evils,  moral  as  well  as  natural,  that  befal  Nati- 
ons on  the  fcore  of  Seafaring  and  their  Com- 
merce with  Strangers,  the  Profpeft  would  be 
very  frightful ;  and  could  we  fuppofe  a  large 
populous  Ifland,  that  Ihould  be  wholly  unac- 
quainted with  Ships  and  Sea  Affairs,  but  other-, 
wife  a  Wife  and  Well- governed  People  ;  and 
that  fome  Angel  or  their  Genius  ftiould  lay 
before  them  a  Scheme  or  Draught,  where  theyf 
might  fee,  on  the  one  fide  all  the  Riches  and> 
real  Advantages  that  would  be  acquired  by 
Navigation  in  a  Thoufand  Years ;  and  on  the 
other,  the  Wealth  and  Lives  that  would  be 
lpft,and  all  the  other  Calamities,  that  would  be 
unavoidably  fuftained  on  Account  of  it,  during 
the  fame  time,  I  am  confident,  they  would  look 
upon  Ships  with  Horrour  and  Deteftation,  and 
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hat  their  Prudent  Rulers  would  feverely  forbid 
the  making  and  inventing  all  Buildings  or 
Machines  to  go  to  Sea  with,  of  what  ftiape  or 
denomination  foever,  and  prohibit  all  fuch 
abominable  Contrivances  on  great  Penalties,  if 
not  the  Pain  of  Death, 

But  to  let  alone  the  neceflary  Confequence  of 
Foreign  Trade,  the  Corruption  of  Manners,  as 
well  as  Plagues,  Poxes,  and  other  Difeafes,  that 
are  brought  to  us  by  Shipping,  Ihould  we  only 
caft  our  Eyes  on  what  is  either  to  be  imputed 
to  the  Wind  and  Weather,  the  Treachery  of 
the  Seas,  the  Ice  of  the  North,  the  Vermin  of  the 
South,  the  Darknefs  of  Night,  and  Unwhole- 
fomnefs  of  Climates,  or  elTe  occafion'd  by 
the  want  of  good  Provifions  and  the  Faults  of 
Mariners,  the  Unskilfulnefs  of  fome,  and  the 
Negleft  andDrunkennefs  of  others;  and  Ihould 
we  confider  the  Lofles  of  Men  and  Trealure 
fwallow'd  up  in  the  Deep,  the  Tears  and  Necef* 
fities  of  Widows  and  Orphans  made  by  the 
Sea,  the  Ruin  of  Merchants  and  the  Confequen- 
ces,  the  continual  Anxieties  that  Parents  and 
Wives  are  in  for  the  Safety  of  their  Children  and 
Husbands,  and  not  forget  the  many  Pangs  and 
Heart-akes  that  are  felt  throughout  a  Trading 
Nation  by  Owners  and  Infurers  at  every  blalt 
of  Wind:  fhould  we  caft  our  Eyes,  I  fay,  on 
thefe  Things,  confider  with  due  Attention  and 
give  them  the  Weight  they  deferve,  would  it 
not  be  amazing,  how  a  Nation  of  thinking 
People  Ihould  talk  of  their  Ships  and  Navigation 
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a  ^  a  peculiar  Blefling  to  them,  and  placing  an  un- 
common Felicity  in  having  an  Infinity  of  Veffels 
difpers'd  through  the  wide  World,  and  always 
fome  going  to  and  others  coming  from  every 
part  of  the  Univerfe  ? 

But  let  us  once  in  ourConfideration  on  thefe 
Things  confine  our  felves  to  what  the  Ships 
fuffer  only,  the  Veflels  themfelves  with  their 
Rigging  and  Appurtenances,  without  thinking 
on  the  Freight  they  carry,  or  the  Hands  that 
work  them,  and  we  Ihall  find  that  the  Damage 
fuftain'd  that  way^  only  is  very  confiderable, 
and  muft  one  Year  with  another  amount  to 
valt  Sums :  The  Ships  that  are  founder'd  at  Sea, 
folk  againft  Rocks  and  fwallow'd  up  by  Sands, 
tome  by  the  fiercenefs  of  Tempefts  altogether, 
others  by  that  and  the  want  of  Pilots  Experi- 
ence and  Knowledge  of  the  Coafts :  The  Mafts 
that  are  blown  down  or  forc'd  to  be  cut  and 
thrown  Over-board,  the  Yards,  Sails  and  Cor- 
dage of  different  fizes  that  are  deftroy 'd  by 
Storms,  and  the  Anchors  that  are  loft:  Add  to 
thefe  the  neceflary  Repairs  of  Leaks  fprung  andi 
other  Hurts  received  from  the  rage  of  W  inds, 
and  the  violence  of  the  Waves :  Many  Ships 
are  fet  on  Fire  by  Carelefnefs,  and  the  Effefts  of 
ftrong  Liquors,  which  none  are  more  addided 
to  than  Sailors :  Sometimes  unhealthy  Climates, 
at  others  the  badnefs  of  Provifion  breed  Fatal 
Diftempers  that  fweep  away  the  greateft  part 
of  the  Crew,  aiyl  not  a  few  Ships  are  loft  for 
want  of  Hands. 

Thefe 


Digitized  by  Google 


Nature  of  Society.  4 1  p 

•  Thefe  are  all  Calamities  infeparable  from 
Navigation,  and  feem  to  be  great  impediments 
that  clog  the  Wheels  of  Foreign  Commerce. 
How  happy  would  a  Merchant  think  himfelfj 
if  his  Ships  fliould  always  have  fine  Weather* 
and  the  Wind  he  wifh'd  for,  and  every  Mariner 
he  employ 'd,  from  the  highefl:  to  the  loweft, 
be  a  knowing  experienced  Sailor,  and  a  careful, 
fober,  good  Man !  Was  fuch  a  Felicity  to  be 
had  for  Prayers,  what  Owner  of  Ships  is  there 
or  Dealer  \vl  Europe >  nay  the  whole  World,  who 
would  not  be  all  Day  long  feazing  Heaven  to 
obtain  fuch  a  Blefling  for  himfelf,  without  re- 
gard what  Detriment  it  would  d6  to  others  ? 
ouch  a  Petition  would  certainly  be  a  very  uncon- 
fcjonable  one,  yet  where  is  the  Man  who  ima- 
gines not  that  he  has  a  right  to  make  it?  And 
therefore,  as  every  one  pretends  to  an  equal 
claim  to  thofe  Favours,  let  us,  without  reflect- 
ing on  the  Impoflibility  of  its  being  true,  fup- 
pofe  all  their  Prayers  effe&ual  and  their  Wiflies 
anfwer'd,  and  afterwards  examine  into  the 
Refult  of  fuch  a  Happinefs. 

Ships  would  laft  as  long  as  Timber-Houfes 
to  the  full,  becaufe  they  are  as  ltrongly  builtf 
and  the  latter  are  liable  to  fufFer  oy  high 
Winds  and  other  Storms,  which  the  tirft  by 
our  Suppofition  are  not  to  be :  So  that,before 
there  would  be  any  real  occafion  for  New  Ships, 
the  Matter  Builders  now  in  being  and  every 
body  under  them,  that  is  fet  to  Work  about 
them,  would  all  die  a  Natural  Death,  if  they 
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were  not  ftarv'd  or  come  to  fome  Untimely. 
End:  For  in  the  firft  place,  all  Ships  having 
profpcrous  Gales,  and  never  waiting  for  the 
Wind,  they  would  make  very  quick  Voyages 
both  out  and  home :  Secondly,  no  Merchandizes 
would  be  damag'd  by  the  Sea,  or  by  ftrefs  of 
Weather  thrown  overboard,  but  the  entire 
Lading  would  always  come  fafe  afliore ;  and 
hence  it  would  follow,  that  Three  Parts  in  Four 
of  the  Merchant-men  already  made  would  be 
fuperfluous  for  the  prefent,  and  the  flock  of 
Ships  that  are  now  in  the  World  ferve  a  vaft 
many  Years.  Malls  and  Yards  would  laft  as 
long  as  the  Veflels  themfelves,  and  we  fhould 
not  need  to  trouble  Norway  on  that  fcore  a  great 


the  few  Ships  made  ufe  of  would  wear  out,  but 
not  a  quarter  part  fo  faft  as  now  they  do,  for 
they  often  fuffer  more  in  one  Hours  Storm, 
than  in  ten  Days  Fair  Weather. 

Anchors  and*  Cables  there  would  be  feldom 
any  occafion  for,  and  one  of  each  would  laft  a 
Ship  time  out  of  mind:  This  Article  alone  • 
would  yield  many  a  tedious  Holiday  to  the 
Anchor-Smiths  and  the  Rope- Yards.  This 
general  want  of  Confumption  would  have  fuch 
an  Influence  on  the  Timber-Merchants,  and  all 
that  import  Iron,  Sail-Cloth,  Hemp,  Pitch, 
Tar,  ®r .  that  four  parts  in  five  of  what,  in  the 
beginning  of  this  Refleftion  on  Sea- Affairs,  I 
faia,  made  a  confiderable  Branch  of  theTraffick 
of  Europe*  would  be  entirely  Loft. 


while  yet.   The  Sails  and  Ri 
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I  have  only  touch'd  hitherto  on  the  Confe- 
quences  of  tnis  Blefling  in  relation  to  Shippings 
but  it  would  be  detrimental  to  all  other  Branches 
of  Trade  befides,  and  deftruftive  to  the  Poor  of 
every  Country,  that  exports  anything  of  then- 
own  Growth  or  Manufacture.  The  Goods  and 
Merchandizes  that  every  Year  go  to  the  Deep* 
that  are  fpoiTd  at  Sea  by  Salt  Water,  by  Heat, 
by  Vermin,  deftroy'd  by  Fire,  or  lott  to  the 
Merchant  by  other  Accidents,  all  owing  to 
Storms  or  tedious  Voyages,  or  elfe  the  Negleft 
or  Rapacity  of  Sailors;  uich  Goods,  I  fay,  and 
Merchandizes  are  a  confiderable  part  of  what 
every  Year  is  fent  abroad  throughout  the  W  orld, 
and  muft  have  employed  great  Multitudes  of 
Poor  before  they  could  come  on  board.  A 
Hundred  Bales  of  Cloth  that  are  burnt  ox  funk 
in  the  Mediterranean,  are  as  Beneficial  to  the 
Poor  in  England,  as  if  they  had  fafely  arrived 
at  Smyrna  or  Aleppo,  and  every  Yard  of  them 
had  been  Retail'd  in  the  Grand  Signior's  Do- 
minions. 

The  Merchant  may  break,  and  by  him  the 
Clothier,  the  Dyer,  the  Packer,  and  other  Tradef- 
men,  the  midling  People,  may  fuffer ;  but  the 
Poor  that  were  fet  to  work  about  them  can 
never  lofe.  Day-Labourers  commonly  receive 
their  Earnings  once  a  Week,  and  all  the  Work- 
ing People  that  were  Employ'd  either  in  any 
of  the  various  Branches  of  the  Manufa&ure  it 
felf,  or  the  feveral  Land  and  Water  Carriages 
it  requires  to  be  brought  to  perfeftion,  from 
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the  Sheep's  Back  to  the  Veflel  it  was  enter 'd 
in,  were  paid,  at  leaft  much  the  greateft  part 
of  them,  before  the  Parcel  came  on  board.  Should 
any  of  my  Readcrsdraw  Conclufions  in  infinitum 
from  my  Aflertions  that  Goods  funk  or  burnt 
are  as  beneficial  to  the  Poor  as  if  they  had  been 
well  fold  and  put  to  their  proper  Ules,  I  would 
count  him  a  Caviller  and  not  worth  anfwering  : 
Should  it  always  Rain  and  the  Sun  never  ihine, 
the  Fruits  of  the  Earth  would  foon  be  rotten  and 
deftroy'd ;  and  yet  it  is  no  Paradox  to  affirm, 
that,  to  have  Grafs  or  Corn,  Rain  is  as  neceflary 
as  the  Sunfliine. 

,  In  what  manner  this  Blefling  of  Fair  Winds 
and  Fine  Weather  would  affea  the  Mariners 
themfelves,  and  the  breed  of  Sailors,  may  be  ea- 
fily  conjectured  from  what  has  been  faid  al« 
ready.  As  there  would  hardly  one  Ship  in  four 
be  made  ufe  of,  fo  the  Veffels  themfelves  being 
always  exempt  from  Storms,  fewer  Hands 
would  be  required  to  Work  them,  and  confe- 
quently  five  in  fix  of  the  Seamen  we  have 
might  be  fpared,  which  in  this  Nation,  moft 
Employments  of  the  Poor  being  overltock'd, 
would  be  but  an  untoward  Article.  As  foon 
as  thofe  fupcrfluous  Seamen  would  be  extinft, 
it  would  be  impoflible  to  Man  fuch  large  Fleets 
as  we  could  at  prefent :  But  I  do  not  look  upon 
this  as  a  Detriment,  or  the  leafi  Inconveniency : 
for  the  Reduftion  of  Mariners  as  to  Numbers 
being  general  throughout  the  World,  all  the 
Confequence  would  be,  that  in  cafe  of  W  ar  the 
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Maritime  Powers  would  be  obliged  to  fight 
with  fewer  Ships,  which  would  be  an  Happi- . 
nefs  inltead  of  an  Evil  :  and  would  you 
carry  this  Felicity  to  the  higheft  pitch  of  Per- 
fection, it  is  but  to  add  one  defirable  Bleffing 
more,  and  no  Nation  fhall  ever  Fight  at  all : 
The  Bleffing  I  hint  at  is,  what  all  good  Chrilti- 
ans  are  bound  to  pray  for,  viz.  that  all  Princes 
and  States  would  be  true  to  their  Oaths  and 
Promifes,  and  Juft  to  one  another,  as  well  as 
their  own  Subjefts;  that  they  might  have  a 
greater  regard  for  the  Di&ates  of  Confcience 
and  Religion,  than  thofe  of  State  Politicks  and 
Worldly  Wifdom,  and  prefer  the  Spiritual 
Welfare  of  others  to  their  own  Carnal  Dellres, 
and  the  Honelly,  the  Safety,  the  Peace  and 
Tranquillity  of  the  Nations  tney  govern^  to  their 
own  Love  of  Glory,  Spirit  of  Revenge/ Avarice 
and  Ambition. 

The  laft  Paragraph  will  to  many  feem  a  Di- 
greffion,  that  makes  little  for  my  purpofe ;  But 
what  I  mean  by  it  is  to  demonflrate  that  Good- 
nefs,  Integrity,  and  a  peaceful  Difpofition  in 
Rulers  and  Governors  of  Nations,  are  not  the 
proper  Qualifications  to  Aggrandize  them,  and 
encreafe  their  Numbers;  any  more  than  the 
uninterrupted  Series  of  Succefs  that  every  Pri- 
vate Perfon  would  be  bleft  with,  if  he  could, 
and  which  I  have  fliewn  would  be  Injurious 
and  Deftruftive  to  a  large  Society,  that  fhould 
place  a  Felicity  in  worldly  Greatnefs,  and  being 
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envied  by  their  Neighbours,  and  value '  them- 
felves  upon  their  Honour  and  their  Strength, 

No  Man  needs  to  guard  himfelf  againft 
Bleffings,  but  Calamities  require  Hands  to  avert ' 
them.  The  amiable  Qualities  of  Man  put  none 
of  the  Species  upon  itirring:  HisHonefty,  his 
love  of  Company,  his  Goodnefs,  Content  and 
Frugality  are  fo  many  Comforts  to  an  Indolent 
Society,  and  the  more  real  and  unaffe&ed  they 
are  the  more  they  keep  every  thing  at  Reft  and 
Peace,  and  the  more  they  will  every  where 
prevent  Trouble  and  Motion  it  felf.  The  fame 
almoft  maybe  faid  of  the  Gifts  and  Munificence 
of  Heaven,  and  all  the  Bounties  and  Benefits 
of  Nature :  This  is  certain,  that  the  more  exten- 
five  they  are,  and  the  greater  Plenty  we  have 
of  them,  the  more  we  fave  our  Labour.  But 
the  Neceffities,  the  Vices  and  Imperfe&ions  of 
Man,  together  with  the  various  Inclemencies  of 
the  Air  and  other  Elements, contain  in  them  the 
Seeds  of  all  Arts,  Indultry  and  Labour :  It  is 
the  Extremities  of  Heat  and  Cold,  the  Inconltan- 
cy  and  Badnefs  of  Scafons,  the  Violence  and 
Uncertainty  of  Winds,  the  vaft  Power  and 
Treachery  of  Water,  the  Rage  and  Untrafta- 
blenefs  or  Fire,  and  the  Stubbornefs  and  Ste- 
rility of  the  Earth,  that  rack  our  Invention, 
how  we  fhall  either  avoid  the  Mifchiefs  they 
may  produce,  or  correft  the  Malignity  of  them 
and  turn  their  feveral  Forces  to  our  own  Ad- 
vantage a  thouland  different  ways ;  whilfl  we 
are  employed  in  iupplying  the  infinite  variety 
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of  our  Wants,  which  will  ever  be  multiply'd 
as  our  Knowledge  is  enlarged,  and  our  Defires ; 
encreafe.  Hunger,  Thirlt  and  Nakednefs  are 
the  firft  Tyrants  that  force  us  to  ftir:  after- 
wards, our  Pride,  Sloth,  Senfuality  andFickle- 
nefs  are  the  great  Patrons  that  promote  all  Arts 
and  Sciences,  Trades,  Handicrafts  and  Callings; 
whillt  the  great  Task-mafters,  Neceffity,  Ava- 
rice, Envy  and  Ambition,  each  in  the  Clafs  that 
belongs  to  him,  keep  the  Members  of  the  Socie- 
ty to  their  Labour,  and  make  them  all  fubmit, 
mofl  of  them  chearfully,  to  the  Drudgery  of 
their  Station;  Kings  and  Princes  not  excepted: 
The  greater  the  Variety  of  Trade  and  Ma- 
nufactures, the  mpre  operofe  they  are,  and  the 
more  they  are  divided  in  many  Branches,  the 
greater  Numbers  may  be  contained  in  a  Society 
without  being  in  one  another's  way,  and  the 
more  eafily  they  may  be  rendered  a  Rich,  Potent! 
and  Flouriftiing  People.  Few  Virtues  employ 
any  Hands,  and  therefore  they  may  render  a 
fmall  Nation  Good,  but  they  can  never  make  a 
Great  one.  To  be  ftrong  and  laborious,  pa- 
tient in  Difficulties,  and  afliduous  in  all  Buli- 
nefs,  are  commendable  Qualities ;  but  as  they 
do  their  own  Work,fo  they  are  their  own  Re- 
ward, and  neither  Art  or  Induftry  have  ever.  ' 
paid  their  Compliments  to  them ;  whereas  the 
Excellency  of  Human  Thought  and  Contri- 
vance has  been  and  is  yet  no  where  more  con- 
fpicuous  than  in  the  Variety  of  Tools  and  In- 
struments' of  Workmen  and.  Artificers,  and  the 

mul- 
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multiplicity  of  Engines,  that  were  all  invented 
either  to  affift  the  Weaknefs  of  Man,  to  correft 
his  many  Imperfe&ions,  to  gratify  hisLazinefs, 
or  obviate  his  Impatience. 

It  is  in  Morality  as  it  is  in  Nature,  there  is 
nothing  fo  perfectly  Good  in  Creatures  that  it 
cannot  be  hurtful  to  anyone  of  the  Society,  nor 
any  thing  fo  entirely  Eyil,  but  it  may  prove 
beneficial  to  fome  part  or  other  of  the  Creation : 
So  that  things  are  only  Good  and  Evil  in  refe- 
rence to  fomething  elfe,  and  according  to  the 
Light  and  Pofition  they  are  placed  in.  What 
pleafes  us  is  good  in  that  Regard,  and  by  this 
Rule  every  Man  wiflies  well  for  himfelf  to  the 
beft  of  his  Capacity,  with  little  Refpeft  to  his 
Neighbour.  There  never  was  any  Rain  yet, 
tho'  in  a  veiy  dry  Seafon  when  Publick  Prayers 
had  been  made  for  it,  but  fomebody  or  other 
who  wanted  to  go  abroad  wiflied  it  might  be 
Fair  Weather  only  for  that  Day.  When  the 
Corn  ftands  thick  in  the  Spring,  and  the  gene- 
rality of  the  Country  rejoyce  at  the  pleating 
Objeft,  the  Rich  Farmer  who  kept  his  laft 
Year's  Crop  for  a  better  Market,  pines  at  the 
fight,  and  inwardly  grieves  at  the  Profpeft  of  a 

J>lentiful  Harveft.  Nay,  we  fhall  often  hear  your 
die  People  openly  wifli  for  the  Pofleffions  of 
others,  and  not  to  be  injurious  forfooth  add 
this  wife  Provifo,  that  it  ihouldbe  without  De- 
triment to  the  Owners :  But  Fm  afraid  they 
often  do  it  without  any  fuch  Ref  tri&ion  in  their 
Hearts. 

It 
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It  is  a  Happinefs  that  the  Prayers  as  well  as 
W  ilhes  of  moil  People  are  inlignificant  and  good 
for  nothing ;  or  elie  the  only  thing  that  could 
keep  Mankind  fit  for  Society,  and  the  World 
from  falling  into  Confufion,  would  be  the  Im- 
poflibility  that  all  the  Petitions  made  to  Heaven 
fliould  be  granted.   A  dutiful  pretty  young 
Gentleman  newly  come  from  his  Travels  lies 
at  the  Eriel  waiting  with  Impatience  for  an 
Eafterly  Wind  to  waft  him  over  to  England^ 
where  a  dying  Father,  who  wants  to  embrace 
and  give  nim  his  Blefling  before  he  yields 
his  Breath,  lies  hoaning  after  him,  melted 
with  Grief  and  Tendernefs:  In  the  mean 
while  a  Britijh  Minifter,  who  is  to  take  care  o 
the  Proteftantlntereft  in  G^-ra^,  is  riding  Poft 
to  Harwich,  and  in  violent  hafte  to  be  at  Ratisbon 
before  the  Diet  breaks  up.  At  the  fame  time  a 
rich  Fleet  lies  ready  for  tne  Mediterranean,  and 
a  fine  Squadron  is  oound  for  the  Batiick.  All 
thefe  things  may  probably  happen  at  once,  at 
leaft  there  is  no  difficulty  in  fuppofing  they 
Ihould.  If  thefe  People  are  not  Atheifts,  or  very- 
great  Reprobates,  they  will  all  have  fome  good 
Thoughts  before  they  go  to  Sleep,  and  confe- 
quently  about  Bed-time  theymuft  all  differently 

fray  for  a  fair  Wind  and  ajorofperous  Voyage, 
don't  fay  but  it  is  their  Duty,  and  it  is  pof- 
fible  they  may  be  all  heard,  but  I  am  fure  they 
can't  be  all  ferved  at  the  fame  time. 

After  this  I  flatter  my  felf  to  have  demonflra- 
ted  that,  neither  the  Friendly  Qualities  and 

kind 
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kind  Affe&ions  that  are  natural  to  Man,  nor 
the  real  Virtues  he  is  capable  of  acquiring  by 
Reafon  and  Self-Denial,  are  the  Foundation  of 
Society ;  but  that  what  we  call  Evil  in  this 
Worla,  Moral  as  well  as  Natural,  is  the  grand 
Principle  that  makes  us  fociable  Creatures, 
the  folid  Bafis,  the  Life  and  Support  of  all 
Trades  and  Employments  without  Exception : 
That  there  we  mult  look  for  the  true  Origin  of 
all  Arts  and  Sciences,  and  that  the  Moment 
Evil  ceafes,  the  Society  muft  be  fpoiled,  if  not 
totally  diflblved. 

I  could  add  a  thoufand  things  to  enforce  and 
further  illuftrate  this  Truth  with  abundance  of 
Pleafure;  but  for  fear  of  being  troublefome  I 
fhall  make  an  End,  tho'  I  confefs  that  I  have 
not  beeit  half  fo  follicitous  to  gain  the  Appro- 
bation of  others,  as  I  have  ftudy'd  to  pleafe  my 
felf  in  this  Amufement ;  yet  if  ever  I  hear,  that 
by  following  this  Diverfion  I  have  given  any  to 
the  intelligent  Reader,  it  will  always  add  to  the 
Satisfaction  I  have  received  in#  the  Perfor- 
mance. In  the  hope  my  Vanity  forms  of  this, 
I  leave  him  with  regret,  and  conclude  with 


of  which  is  advanced  in  the  Title  Page  ;  that 
Private  Vices  by  the  dextrous  Management  of 
a  skilful  Politician  may  be  turned  into  Publick 

Benefits. 

...... 
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A. 

AIR  and  Space  no  Obje&s  of  Sight,  Pag.  377. 
Acknowledgment  due  to  Anceftors,  369. 
Alexander  the  Great.   The  Recompence  he  had  in 
view,  40.   Proved  from  his  own  Mouth,  41.  Another 
Demonftration  of  his  Frailty,  383. 
America,  what  the  Conqueft  of  it  has  coft,  214. 
Anger  defined,  22 1.    Conquered  by  Fear,  ibid,  and  227. 
The  Operation  of  Strong  Liquors  imitates  that  of  Anger, 

Apology  (an)  for  feveral  Paflages  in  the  Book,  2j6,  25*7,  258. 
An  Apology  for  recommending  Ignorance,  332. 


Atbeifm  has  had  its  Martyrs,  238. 
Avarice,  100.   The  Reafon  why  it  is  generally  hated,  101. 
.   Why  the  Society  ftands  in  need  of  it.  ibid,  and  102.  Is 
equally  neceflary  with  Prodigality,  106,  283. 

15. 

Beards,  the  various  Modes  concerning  them,  376. 

Beggars,  their  Policy,  291,  292.  What  fort  of  People 
complain  of  them  mod,  ibid. 

Behaviour  of  modeft  Women,  60.  Of  a  Bride  and  Bride- 
groom, 64.   Of  undifciplin'd  Soldiers,  229.  . 

Belief,  when  We  deferve  it,  169. 

Benefits  that  accrue  from  the  worft  of  People,  81,  till  92. 
BleJ/ings,  Prejudicial,  25-4. 

Brandy* 
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Brandy  -  Shops  ^  the  Qualifications  required  to  keep  them, 

Breeding  (good)  a  Definition  of  it,  69.   A  Difcourfc  on  k, 
70  till  74. 

Brewing  and  Baking  Luxurious  Inventions,  184. 
Britain  (Great)  wants  Ignorance,  345*,  370. 
Buflle  (the)  to  be  made  in  the  World  to  procure  a  Scarlet  or 
Crimfon  Cloth,  411. 

;   '         C  "  ' 

CW*,  his  Chara&er,  38  $\  - 
Charity.   A  Definition  of  it,  28^.   Is  often  counterfeited  by 
our  Paflions,  287,  291,  294.   The  Compliments  paid  to 
all  the  Appearances  of  Charity,  z$f.    Abufes  of  Charity, 
ibid,  and  296,  302. 
Charity -Children  have  no  Opportunity  to  learn  good  Manners, 
•  305*.  Why  they  are  pleafing  to  the  Eye,  320. 
Charity -Schools  are  admired  to  Diftra&ion,  303.    What  is 
faid  in  behalf  of  them,  ibid.  Not  capable  to  prevent  Thefts 
and  Robberies,  304.  The  Caufe  of  our  Fondnefs  for  thofe 
Schools,  31,3.   A  Defcription  of  the  firit  Rife  and  fubfe- 
quent  Steps  that  are  made  to  ere&  a  Charity-School,  ibid* 
till  320.   The  Joy  theygive,  ibid,  and  321.   They  are  an 
1  Inexhauftible  Fund  for  Tittle-Tattle,  ibid,  and  322.  The 
Charms  of  them  to  the  Multitude,  323.   The  different 
Views  Partymen  have  in  wifhing  well  to  them,  3^4, 
35-5-.    More  Labour  and  Eloquence  are  laid  out  upon 
them  than  on  any  other  Duty,  ibid.   The  Comfort  the 
Wicked  find  in  liking  them,  324.   The  true  Motives  of 
the  Buftle  made  about  them,  325'.    Arguments  againft 
Charity-Schools,  fhewing  them  to  be  deftru&ive  to  the 
Publick,  326,  till  370.    A  perpetual  Nurfery  for  them, 

344- 

Children.  What  makes  them  mannerly,  3Qf.  What  all  de- 
.  light  in,  319.    Labour  the  proper  Province  of  the  Children 

of  the  Poor,  341. 
Church,  going  to  it  of  the  utmoft  Neceffity  to  the  Poor, 

3P- 

Cicero,  his  Chara&er,  384. 
Clares.  The  two  Clades  Men  are  divided  into,  30. 
Clergy,  Pride  conceai'd  in  them,  136.    Their  Value  for 

the 
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the  Comforts  of  Life,  16s,  166.  A  deceitful  Plea 
of  theirs,  167.  What  brings  them  into  Contempt,  168, 
169.  The  lame  illuftrated  by  Example,  170.  The 
Clergy  when  poor,  expofe  themfelves  by  Matrimony, 
172,  173. 
Chatbs,  the  Ufe  of  them,  129. 

Comforts  of  Life,  various  as  the  Condition  of  Men  vary, 
109. 

Company  (good)  387.  The  love  of  it  not  the  Caufe  of  Man's 
Sociablenefs,  386.  Solitude  to  be  preferr'd  to  fome  Com- 
pany, 390.  Love  of  Company  no  Virtue,  391.  The 
Reafon  why  we  love  Company)  392. 

CompaJJion.  A  Story  of  a  Child  to  raife  Compaffion,  287, 
See  Pity. 

Concision  of  the  Remarks,  280,  till  28^. 

Conftituuon,  what  it  confifts  in,  234. 

Content  the  Bane  of  Induftry,  17,  67.  A  Definition  of  Con- 
tent, 272.  Is  a  precarious  Virtue,  ibid.  An  Inftance  of 
it,  ibid.  274.  Content  more  oppofite  to  Induftry  than  La- 
zinefs,  275-. 

Convcrfation  between  a  Mercer  and  a  Lady  his  Cuftomer, 
403,  till  407.  , 

Courage  (natural)  proceeds  from  Anger,  226.  Spurious  and 
Artificial  Courage,  228.  Natural  Courage  eood  for  no- 
thing in  War,  229.   Stratagems  to  create  Courage,  230, 

23l>  233i  239>  24°-  How  Pride  is  miftaken  for  Courage, 
230.   A  Definition  of  Artificial  Courage,  232. 

Cuftom,  the  Force  of  it,  1 86. 

Cufiomers,  the  different  ways  of  drawing  them,  407. 

D. 

r 

•  - 

Death  not  always  the  thing  we  fear  the  moft,  231.  Intereft 

of  Money  after  Death,  300. 
Decencies  and  Cenveniencies  have  a  large  Signification,  27^. 
Defcartes,  his  Opinion  refuted,  197. 
Defcription  (a)  of  the  Pleafures  of  the  Voluptuous,  15-7, 158. 
•:   Of  the  killing  of  a  Bullock,  196. 
Dijiiller  (a)  what  is  required  to  make  an  Eminent  one, 

89.  h 

Divines,  what  it  is  we  are  obliged  to  for  the  great  Numbers 
of  them,  336,  337. 

Duelling 
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Duelling  proceeds  not  from  ralfe  Notions  of  Honour,  242 
The  Benefit  it  is  of  to  Society,  243.  TheCuftom  of  it  not 
to  be  abolifh'd,  ibid.   How  to  prevent  it,  ibid. 

Butch  fthej  not  frugal  by  Principle,  202.  Their  Calamities 
under  Philip  II.  of  Spain,  ibid,  their  other  Difadvantages, 
203.  How  they  differ  from  us,  204.  Their  Profufenefs,  206. 
Their  policy  in  encouraging  the  Extravagancies  of  Sailors,  ib. 


Education,  Obfervations  concerning  it,  39,  46. 

Effcndi  (Mahomet)  died  for  Atheifm,  238. 

Elements  (the)  are  all  our  Enemies,  396. 

Emulation.  Mankind  divided  in  two  ClafTesfor  Emulation's 

lake,  30.   The  Emulation  of  Shool-Boys  not  derived  from 

Virtue,  143. 
Englijbmen  don't  covet  Spartan  Greatnefs,  278. 
Enthufiafm,  the  force  of  it,  278. 

Envy,  1 39.  A  definition  of  it,  ibid.  The  various  Symptoms 
otit,  141,  142.  Envy  conspicuous  in  Brute  Beads,  tbid. 
An  Argument  to  fhew  that  Envy  is  rivetted  in  our  Nature, 
143.  The  ufe  of  Envy  in  Painters,  144.  Envy  has  refornVd 
more  bad  Husbands  than  Preaching,  145-.  An  Inftance  of 
Envy,  146.  No  Body  is  without,  tbid.  Cato's  Envy  to  C*- 
far,  385:. 

Epicurus,  his  higheft  Good,  ijo.  Pious  Chriftians  the  greateft 
Epicures*  ibid.  The  Pleas  and  Apologies  of  Epicures,  127, 
128,  260,  261. 

Effay  fan)  on  Charity  and  Charity  Schools,  285* . 

Evil  both  Moral  and  Natural  the  folid  Bafis  of  Society,  428. 


F. 


Fame,  what  the  Thirft  after  Fame  confifts  in,  40. 


Fear,  not  to  be  conquer'd  by  Reafon,  220.    A  Definition  of 
Fear,  ibid.   The  Neceflity  of  Fear  in  the  Society,  227,. 
Fear  of  Death  when  the  ftrongeft,  383. 
Flattery,  no  Man  Proof  againlt  it,  37.   The  various  Arts  of 

kr  39,  40.  •  , 

tUp  of  Animals,  to  eat  it  is  a  cruel  piece  of  Luxury,  187, 188, 
189. 

Footmen,  the  Faults  they  are  generally  guilty  of  in  England,^ 

347- 
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347,  348.  What  it  is  that  fpoils  them,  349.  A  Society  of 
them,  35-0. 

Fnght,  (a)  Pride  of  no  ufe  in  it,  234.  The  Effects  it  has  up- 
on us,  tbid. 

Frugality,  a  Definition  of  ir,  197.  What  Frugality  will  always 
depend  upon,  199.  What  has  made  the  Dutch  Frugal  201. 
A  Difcourfc  on  Frugality,  ibid,  till  208.  The  Impoffibility 
of  forcing  People  to  be  Frugal  without  Neccffity,  209.  The 
Frugality  of  the  Spartans , 247.  The  Influence  of  it  on 
Trade,  ibid,  and  248. 

•  • 

Gameflers,  the  Reafon  why  they  conceal  their  Gettings  be- 
fore the  Lofers,  76  till  80.  > 

G>ft  (a  great)  of  a  late  Phyfician  examin'd  into,  196  till  301, 

Golden  Age  not  fit  for  Society,  24,  398. 

-Governour,  The  charms  of  the  Word  to  mean  People,  318. 
Governours  of  Charity-Schools,  ibid,  and  319.  The  Praifes 
given  them,  321. 

.Government,  the  Rife  of  it,  400. 

Grammar -Schools,  how  to  be  managed,  383. 

Grumbling,  fee  Hive. 

H. 

•       •  *  •  •  •  " 

#••*-  -.  •       *  "        9  * 

•  •     *   1  %  » 

■  Hard/hips  are  not  fuch  when  Men  are  uled  to  them,  363, 

Hats,  the  various  Modes  of  them,  377. 

-Heroes,  their  great  Views,  41.  what  they  differ  in  from  Co w- 
ards  is  corporeal,  234.  1 

Hive,  Grumbling  Hive,  l<  Their  glorious  Condition,  2.' 
Their  Knavery,  3  till  8.  Their  Murmurings,  12.  Jupiter 
makes  them  Honeft,  13.  Their  Converfion  and  the  Effect 
of  it  upon  Trade,  14  till  22.    The  Moral,  23. 

Honefty,  the  Effects  of  it  on  Trade,  18,  246,  248,  25*9.  WJiere 
the  mod  of  it  is  to  be  found,  304. 

Honour,  the  genuine  "Signification  of  it,  5*2.  The  Figurative 
Senfe  of  it,  216.  Rules  of  Honour,  217,  218.  Principle 
-  of  Honour  howraifed,  230.  The  Standard  of  Honour,  241- 
A  new  Standard  of  it,  242.  The  Latter  much  caller  than 
the  Firlt,  tbid.  Honour  oppolite  to  Religion?  245*.  The 
treat  Allowances  of  Honour,  246.  Why  there  are  fo  many 
Men  of  real  Honour,  ibid. 

F  f  Hope, 
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Hope,  a  Definition  of  it,  148.   The  Abfurdity  of  the  Words 

Certain  Hope,  1 49. 
Hofpitals,  the  Necetiity  of  them,  302.   A  Caution  againft  the 

encreafe  of  them,  ibid. 
Hunger  and  Lx(i,  the  great  Motives  that  ftir  up  Courage  in 

Brutes,  222.   The  Influence  thefe  Appetites  have  upon  our 

felves,  22f. 

I. 

Jealwfy,  a  Compound,  148.  No  Jcaloufy  without  Love, 
iff- 

Ignorance,  a  neceflary  Ingredient  in  the  Mixture  of  Society, 
106.  328.  Reafons  for  it,  ibid,  and  329,  330.  Puniftments 
the  Author  has  to  fear  for  recommending  Ignorance,  332, 333. 
Great  Britain  wants  it  to  be  happy,  370. 

Imaginary  Rewards  for  Self-denial,  29. 

Immortality  (the)  of  the  Soul  a  Doclrine  older  than  Chriftiani- 
ty,  25-6.    Why  fo  generally  received,  ibid, 

Indufiry  differs  from  Diligence,  274. 

Innocence  (State  of)  delcrib'd,  398.    Prejudicial  to  Society, 
'  399- 

% 

*  • 

K. 

Knowledge  does  not  make  Men  Religious,  304,  313,  35-3. 
Knowledge  beyond  their  Labour  is  prejudicial  to  the  Poor, 
328,  329,  330. 

King  (a)  his  Happinefs  compared  to  that  of  a  Peafent,  361, 362. 

•  - 

L. 

Latin  not  heceflary  to  Write  and  Spell  Englifi,  338.  To  whom 

it  is  prejudicial,  339. 
Laws  (Sumptuary)  ufelefs  to  opulent  Kingdoms,  284. 
Lazinefs,  a  Definition  of  it,  167.   People  often  call  otheri 

Laiy  becaufc  they  arc  lb  themfelvcs,  368.   A  flory  of  a 

Porter  wrongfully  fufpe&ed  of  Lazinefs,  269  till  272. 
Learning,  Methods  to  promote  and  increafc  it,  334  till  341. 
Linnen,  the  Invention  of  it  the  refult  of  deep  Thought,  183. ' 
Lives,  we  are  to  Judge  of  Men  from  their  Lives  and  not  from 

their  Sentiments,  163. 

Love 
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Love  has  two  Significations,   iro.   The  difference  be- 
tween Love  and  Luft,  15-2.  Nojealoufy  without  Love 
iff* 

Lw*rj  (Platonick)  may  find  out  the  Origin  of  their  Paffion, 
if  2. 

Lucretta,  yr.  The  Motive  fhe  Acted  from,  232.  Valued  her 
Glory  above  her  Virtue,  ibid. 

Luft  concealed  from  our  Selves  by  Education,  ifi. 

Luxury,  the  Definition  of  it,  idL  The  Ufefulnefs  of  it 
difcufled,  109.  Luxury  promoted  by  the  Legiflature,  1 14. 
Maxims  to  prevent  the  Mifchiefs  to  be  feared  from  Tal- 
xury,  \\±  till  113.  Arguments  for  Luxury,  120  till  124 and 
2fo.  Every  thing  is  Luxury  in  one  Senfe,  i8ij  1827183. 
Inftances  of  Luxury  in  the  Poor. 

M." 

*  a 

f 

Magiftrates  not  the  lefs  obeyed  for  defpifing  Pomp  and  Luxu- 

Man  naturally  loves  Praife  and  hates  Contempt,  25.  The 
manner  after  which  Savage  Man  was  broke,  33.  A  Dia* 
logue  between  a  Man  and  a  Lion,  igu  Man  has  no  real 
value  for  his  Species,  153.  Man  a  fearful  Animal,  226,  Is 
ever  forced  to  pleafe  himlelf,  401.  Always  the  feme  in  his 
Nature,  25-5*,  25*6. 

Mankind,  divided  in  two  Clafles,  30.  Can't  endure  Truths 
that  are  Mortifying,  2^6. 

Manners,  the  Comedy  of  Manners,  70.  See  Breeding. 

Mafters  of  Charity-Schools,  30^  The  number  of  thofe  that 
wifli  to  be  Mafters  and  Miftrefles  of  them,  331. 

Maxims,  to  render  People  good  and  virtuous,  199,  20T,  25-8. 
Others  to  aggrandize  a  Nation,  _2Do.  To  make  "the^Poor 
ferviceaWe,  211,  2i2j  304  till  3^0.  To  outsell  our  Neigh- 
bours, 3fg.  The~Maxims-  advanced  not  injurious  to  the 
Poor,  362, 363.  > 

Merchants,  a  Story  of  two  that  both  took  Advantage  of  their 
Intelligence,  fo. 

Mtftrefs  (a)  the  Difficulty  of  parting  with  her,  whilft  we  love, 

Modefty,  whence  derived,  5-4.  Has  three  different  Accepta- 
tions, jg.   The  difference  between  Men  and  Women  as 
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toModefty,  62.  The  caufe  of  it,  63.  The  great  ufeofit 
to  the  civil  Society,  ifl. 
Honey,  the  chief  Ule  of  it,  212.  Too  much  of  it  may  un- 
do a  Nation,  213.  Is  of  no  intrinfick  Worth,  345-.  The 
'  Money  in  different  ways  given  to  the  Poor  fll-lpent,  365^ 
366. 

Moral  (the)  of  the  Grumbling  Hive,  23. 
Morals  not  always  the  fame,  379. 

Moralifls  28.  Their  Artifices  to  civilize  Mankind, 29, 31, 6r,  . 

Morality,  broached  for  the  enfc  of  Government,  33. 
Mothers,  have  but  little  Love  for  their  Children  when  they  are 

Born,  68.  Mothers  and  Sifters  in  the  Eaft  married  their 

Sons  and  Brothers,  379. 
Mufick-Houfes  at  Amflcrdam  defcribed,  96, 

"  N. 

Nations  may  be  ruined  by  too  much  Money,  213.  The  great 

Art  to  make  Nations  happy,  21 f.  What  the  Wealth  of  alL 

Nations  confifts  in,  216, 34^ 
Navigation,  the  Blcflings  and  Calamities  of  the  Society  on 

account  of  it,  416. 
Neceffaries  of  Life.    The  Multiplicity  of  them,  109,  no, 

326. 

No  la  Qordanus  Bruno  of  J  died  for  Atheilm,  23  3, 

O. 

Objections  againit  the  NeceiTity  of  Pride  anfwered,  127, 
128. 

Objlacles  to  Happinefs  we  meet  with,  396. 

Origin  of  Moral  Virtue,  27.   Of  Courage  and  Honour, 

Ojhacifm,  147.   A  Definition  of  it,  ibid.  . 

y 

•  ••         -  P. 

Painting,  a  Difcourfe  concerning  it,  and  the  Judges  of  it,  373, 
.  till  376. 

Parable  ft  262  till  267.  '  ... 

Ply. 
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Phyfician  (a  late J  his  Chandler,  296.  The  Motives  of  his  iaft 

-  Will,  297. 

Pity,  a  Difcourfe  concerning  it,  289.  No  Virtue,  and  Why,  42. 
No  Body  without,  146.  A  Definition  of  it,  iSt.  The  force 
of  Pity,  ibid.  Pity  more  confpicuous  than  any  pretended 
Virtue,  2S8.  •  • 

Pleas,  (deceitful)  of  Great  Men,  175-,  176,177. 

Pleafurcs  frealj  15-6.  Pleafures  of  the  Voluptuous,  15-7.  Of 
the  Stoicks,  160.  The  more  Men  differ  in  Condition,  the 
lcfs  they  can  judge  of  each  others  Pleafures,  361. 

Pobtenefs  demands  Hypocrify,6'3,402. 

Politicians  play  our  Paflions  againft  one  another,  15% 
230. 

Politicks,  the  Foundation  of  them,  33.  What  is  owing  to  bad 

Politicks  is  charged  to  Luxury,  114. 
Polygamy  not  unnatural,  379. 

Poor  (the J  would  never  Work  if  they  did  not  want,  210, 211, 
The  Plenty  of  Provifions  depends  on  the  cheapnefs  of  their 
Labour,  212,  326.  Qualifications  required  in  the  labour- 
ing Poor,  ibid,  and  327.  What  they  ought  not  to  Grun> 
bleat,  341.  Great  Numbers  of  Poor  are  wanting,  365-, 
The  Miichiefs  arillng  from  their  not  being  well  managed, 

•  344,  34$-.  Not  to  be  iuftered  to  (lay  from  Church  on  Sun- 
days, 35*2.  The  petty  Reverence  that  is  paid  to  the  Poor  inju- 
rious, 3  ^6. 

Poverty  (voluntary )  brings  no  body  into  Contempt,  169,  An 

Inftance  of  that  Truth,  170. 
Praife  is  the  Reward  all  Heroes  have  in  View, 40* 
Pretences  (TalfeJ  of  Great  Men,  concerning  Pleafure,  178, 

179. 

Pride,  10.  What  Animals  (hew  the  mod  of  it,  31.  The 
Pride  of  Men  of  Senfe,  73.  A  Definition  of  Pride, 
i2$\  The  Apologies  of  Proud  Men,  and  the  Falfity  of 
them  detected,  126,  127,  128.  Various  Symptoms  of 
Pride,  13^,  136,  137.  How  it  is  encouraged  in  Military 
Men,  239,  240.  The  Benefit  wc  receive  from  the  Pride  of 
Great  Men,  244. 

Prodigality ,  103.  The  ufe  of  it  to  the  Society,  104,  106, 
283. 

Prevtfionsy  how  to  procure  plenty  of  them,  212,  11  f, 

F  3  ><*. 
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Publick  Spirit  has  left  the  Nation,  367.  The  Symptoms  of 
the  want  of  it,  ibid,  and  368.  AnExhortation  to  retrieve 
it,  369. 

Pulcbrum  (the)  Honeftum  of  the  Ancients  a  Chimera,  372 
till  381^ 

Punch.  The  Society  compared  to  a  Bowl  of  Punch,  iofi,  . 

Q. 

Qualities  fthe  hateful)  of  Women  more  Beneficial  to  Trade 
than  their  Virtues,  2£4-  The  good  Qualities  of  Man  don't 
make  him  Sociable,  304.  Which  are  the  beft  for  the  So- 
ciety, 4 10; 

Queftion  (which;  has  done  the  mod  Mifchief,  375. 

Quixot  (Don)  the  laft  Man  of  Ancient  Honour  upon  Record, 

2l8. 

R. 

Heading  and  Writing,  why  hurtful  to  the  Poor,  32^  330. 

Never  to  be  taught  for  nothing,  33^  340.   Not  neceliary 

to  make  good  Chriftians,  3^2,  353. 
Reality  of  rleafures  difcuisM7~i6i . 

Reafon  (z)  why  few  People  undcirft-and  themfelves,  2£  Why 

our  Neighbours  out-do  us  at  Foreign  Markets,  35-8,  3^9. 
Reformation  (the)  of  lefs  Moment  to  Trade  than  Hoop'd 

Petticoats,  41  l 
Religion  not  the  caufc  of  Virtue,  35^  Of  the  Heathens  abfurd, 

76.   Where  there  is  the  lead  otiC,  304,  35-3.  Things  pafs 

for  Religion  that  are  foreign  to  it,,  321. 
Religious  Houfes  examined,  ito,  164,  i6f. 
Rogues  not  made  for  want  of  Reading  and  Writing,  311.  Ate 

oftner  very  Cunning  than  Ignorant,  312. 
Rome  (New)  is  obliged  to  Old  Rome'^69. 
Rujfia  wants  Knowledge,  370, 

S. 

Scarlet  or  Crimfon  Cloth.   The  Buftle  to  be  made  in  the 

World  to  procure  it,  411  till  414. 
Sea  (the)  the  Bleffings  and  Calamities  we  receive  from  it, 

ai ^,  till  423. 

Search  fa)  into  the  Nature  of  Society,  jjjj  ^  tnc  En<*- 

Seneca, 
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Seneca,  his  Summum  Bonum,  163. 

Self- Denial,  a  Glorious  In  fiance  of  it,  170. 

Servants,  the  fcarcity  of  them  occafion'd  by  Charity-Schools, 
and  the  Mifchief  it  produces,  345-,  346,  347.  Their  En- 
croachments on  Mailers,  35*1,  357- 

Shaftsbury  (Lord J  his  Syftem  contrary  to  the  Author's,  372, 
refuted  by  his  own  Character,  380. 

Shame.  A  Definition  of  it,  £3-  What  makes  us  afhamed  for 
the  Faults  of  others,  ££.  The  Symptoms  of  it,  The 
ulefulnefs  of  it  to  make  us  Sociable,  £8  till  64. 

Sociable.  Man  not  fo  from  his  good  Qualities,  386  till  395*. 
What  it  is  that  makes  us  Sociable,  396. 

Society,  no  Creature  without  Government  lefs  fit  for  it  than 
Man,  285  400.  The  Society  compared  to  a  Bowl  of 
Punch,  lOiL  The  Defects  of  it  fhould  be  mended  by  the 
Legiflature,  368.  The  Nature  of  Society,  342,  371,  Man's 
love  for  Society  examined  into,  ^86  till  410  . 

Soldiers,  their  Paultry  Finery,  240.  The  Ufage  they  receive, 
ibid,  and  241/  The  Alteration  it  makes  in  Men  when  they 
turn  Soldiers,  320. 

Spartans,  their  Frugality,  276. 

Species. The  Strength  of  our  Species  unknown,  237. The  Love 
to  our  Species  an  idle  Pretence,  386  till  401. 

Steel  (Sir  Richard)  his  Elegant  Flattery  of  his  Species,  38. 

Stoickt,  their  Plcafures,  160.  Their  Arrogance  and  Hypocrify, 
i6l 

Suicide  never  committed  but  to  avoid  fomething  worfe  than 
Death,  231. 

Sunday  the  moft  ufeful  Day  in  Seven,  j£2.  What  it  is  fct 
apart  for,  ibid. 


Temperance  (PerfonalJ  makes  no  Rulers  flighted  that  have  real 
Power,  176, 

thefts  and  Robberies,  the  caufes  of  them  in  great  Cities,  307 
till  311. 

Theology^  the  moft  neceflary  Faculty,  336. 

Traders,  none  frri&ly  Honeft,  4$.   Why  all  take  fuch  Pains 

to  hide  the  Prime  Colt  of  their  Goods,  74. 
Trades.   ADifcourfe  pn  the  various  Trades  required,  and  the 

Numbers  in  each,  343  till  346. 

*FM  Traffic*, 


Die 
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Traffick,  what  it  is  that  promotes  it;  414,  415% 
Trooper,  why  worfe  than  a  Foot  Soldier,  240. 

Vanmt  a  Martyr  for  Atheifm,  238. 
Vice,  a  definition  of  it,  34. 

Views  (the  different,)  things  may  be  fet  in,  411  till  the  End. 
Umverjities,  their  Policy,  300.    Outs  are  defective  as  to  Law 
.  and  Phyfick,  334,  335-    What  Univerfities  fliould  be,  ibid. 
and  336. 

Virgins,  Rules  how  to  behave  themfelvcs,  60. 

Virtue.  The  origin  of  moral  Virtue,  27.  A  Definition  of  Vir- 
tue, 34.  Not  derived  from  Religion,  35*.  What  excited 
the  Ancients  to  heroick  Virtue,  37.  How  Virtue  is  made 
Friends  with  Vice,  80.  No  Virtue  without  Self-Denial, 
i6f,  371.  Where  to  look  for  the  Virtues  of  great  Men, 
180.  The  reafon  why  there  are  fo  few  Men  of  reaj  Vir- 
tue, 246.   Conlifts  in  Action,  382, 

.  1 

w. 

I 

Watermen,  their  manner  of  Plying,  407. 
Waters  (Strong,)  their  bad  Effect  on  the  Poor,  86. 
Weavers,  their  Infolence,  385*. 
Whores,  the  Ncceflity  there  is  for  them,  96,  98,  99. 
Wives,  more  often  put  Men  on  dangerous  Proje&s  than  Mi- 
ftrefles,  249. 

Women,  may  be  made  Wicked  by  Modefty,  67.  Modcft  Wo- 
men promote  the  Intereft  of  Proftitutes-,  94.  The  ill 
Qualities  of  them  beneficial  to  Trade,  2j-o  till  254.  The 
Artifices  of  married  Women,  25-2,  2^3. 

Wool  A  Difcourfe  on  the  Exportation  and  Manufactures  made 
of  it,  38f. 

Work  (thej  yet  to  be  done  among  us,  364,  365-. 
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VINDI  CATION 

O  F   T  H  E 

BOOK,   &c.  ' 

HAT  the  Reader  may  be  fully  in- 
ftruftcd  in  the  Merits  of  the  Caufe 
between  my  Adverfaries  and  my  felf, 
it  is  requifite  that,  before  he  fees  my 
Defence,  he  fliould  know  the  whole  Charge, 
and  have  before  him  all  the  Accufations  ag*nlt 
me  at  large. 

The  Prefentment  of  the  Grand  Jury  is 

worded  thus. 

WE  the  Grand  Jury  for  the  County  of  Mid- 
dlefex  have  with  the  greatcu  borrow 
and  Concern,  obferv'd  the  many  Books  and 
Pamphlets  that  are  almoft  every  Week  Publi- 
fhed  againft  the  Sacred  Articles  of  our  Holy 

Religion, 
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Religion,  and  all  Difcipline  and  O  rder  in  the 
Church,  and  the  Manner  in  which  this  is  car- 
ry'd  on,  feems  to  us,  to  have  a  Direft  Ten- 
dency to  propagate  Infidelity,  and  consequently 
Corruption  of  all  Morals. 

We  are  juflly  Senfible  of  the  Goodnefs  of 
the  Almighty  that  has  preferved  us  from  the 
"Plague,  which  has  vifited  our  Neighbouring 
Nation,  and  for  which  great  Mercy,  his  Majeity 
was  gracioufly  pleafed  to  command  by  his  Pro- 
clamation that  Thanks  Ihould  be  returned  to 
Heaven ;  but  how  provoking  mult  it  be  to  the 
Almighty,  that  his  Mercies  and  Deliverances 
extended  to  this  Nation,  and  our  Thankfgiving 
that  was  publickly  commanded  for  it,  lliould  be 
attended  with  fuch  flagrant  Impieties  ? 

We  know  of  nothing  that  can  be  of  greater 
Service  to  his  Majeity  and  the  Proteftant  Suc- 
ceffion  (which  is  happily  ellablilhed  among  us 
for  the  Defence  of  the  Chriftian  Religion)  than 
the  Suppreflion  of  Blafphemy  and  Prophanenefs, 
which  has  a  direct  Tendency  to  fubvert  the 
very  Foundation  on  which  his  Majeity 's  Go^ 
vernment  is  fixed. 

•  So  Reftlefs  have  thefe  Zealots  for  Infidelity 
been  in  their  Diabolical  Attempts  againit  Reli- 
gion, that  they  have, 

Firft,  Openly  blafphemed  and  denied  the 
Doftrine  of  the  Ever  Blejed  Trinity,  endea- 
vouring by  fpecious  Pretences,  to  revive  the 
Avian  Herejy,   which  wTas  never  introduced 
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into  any  Nation,  but  the  Vengeance  of  Hea-*  ' 
ven  purlued  it. 

Secondly,  They  affirm  an  Abfolute  Ate, and 
deny  the  ^Providence  and  Government  of  the 
Almighty  in  the  World. 

Thirdly,  They  have  endeavoured  to  fubvert 
all  Order  and  Difcipline  in  the  Church,  and  by 
vile  and  unjult  Rellcftions  on  the  Clergy,  they 
ftrive  to  bring  Contempt  on  all  Religion ;  That 
by  the  Libertinifm  of  their  Opinions  they  may 
encourage  and  draw  others  into  the  Immora- 
lities of  their  Pra&ice. 

Fourthly,  That  a  General  Libertinifm  may 
the  more  effeftually  be  diabliflied,  the  Vniver- 
Jities  are  decried,  and  all  Inf  ruff  ions  of  Touth 
in  the  Principles  of  the  Chrillian  Religion  are 
exploded  with  the  greatelt  Malice  and  Faliity. 

Fifthly,  The  more  effectually  to  carry  on 
thefe  Works  of  Darknefs,  ftudied  Artifices  and 
invented  Colours  have  been  made  ufe  of  to  run 
down  Religion  and  Virtue  as  prejudicial  to  So- 
ciety, and  detrimental  to  the  State ;  and  to  re- 
commend Luxury,  Avarice,  Pride,  and  all 
kind  of  Vices,  as  being  necefTary  to  Tublick 
Welfare,  and  not  tending  to  the  Dejlruttion  of 
the  Conltitution :  Nay  the  very  Stews  them- 
felves  have  had  ffrained  Apologies  and  forced 
Encomiums  made  in  their  Favour  and  produ- 
ced in  Print,  with  Defign,  we  conceive,  to 
debauch  the  Nation. 

.  Thefe  Principles  having  a  direft  Tendency  to 
the  Subverfion  of  all  Religion  and  Civil  Go- 
vernment, 
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Government,  our  Duty  to  the  Almighty,  our 
Love  to  our  Country ',  and  Regard  to  our  Oaths, 
oblige  us  to  Prefent, 

as  the 

Publisher  of  a  Book,  entituled,  The  Fable  of 
the  Bees,  or  Private  Vices  Publick  Benefits, 
ad  Edit.  17x3. 
And  alfo 

as  the  Publilher 
of  a  Weekly  Paper,  called  the  Britijh  Jour- 
nal, Numb.  z6,  35-,  36,  and  39. 

The  Letter  I  complain  of  is  this ; 

My  Lord, 

3HpIS  Welcome  News  to  all  the  King's  Loy- 
.  al  Subjefts  and  true  Friends  to  the  Efta- 
blifli'd  Government  and  Succeflion  in  the  II- 
luftrious  Houfe  (?/Hanover,  that  your  Lord- 
lhip  is  faid  to  be  contriving  fome  Ejfettual 
Means  of  fecuring  us  from  the  Dangers, 
wherewith  His  Majefty's  happy  Government 
feems  to  be  threatned  by  Catiline,  under  the 
Name  of  Cato\  by  the  Writer  of  a  Book  in- 
tituled, The  Fable  of  the  Bees,  &c.  and  by  o- 
thers  of  their  Fraternity,  who  are  undoubt- 
edly ufeful  Friends  to  the  Tretender,  and  di- 
ligent, for  his  fake,  in  labouring  to  fubvert 
and  ruin  our  Conltitution,  under  a  fpecious 
Pretence  of  defending  it.  Your  Lordfliip's 
wife  Refolution,  totally  to  fupprefs  fuch  im- 
pious Writings,  and  the  Diredion  already  gi- 
ven 
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ven  for  having  them  Trefented*  immediately, 
by  fome  of  the  Grand  Juries*  will  effectually 
convince  the  Nation,  that  no  Attempts  againft 
Chriftianity  will  be  fuffer'd  or  endured  here. 
And  this  Conviftion  will  at  once  rid  Men's 
Minds  of  the  Uneafinefs  which  this  flatigious 
Race  of  Writers  has  endeavoured  to  raue  in 
them ;  will  therefore  be  a  firm  Bulwark  to  the 
Troteftant  Religion ;  will  effectually  defeat  the 
Projects  and  Hopes  of  the  Tretender ;  and  befl: 
fecure  us  againft  any  Change  in  the  Miniftry. 
And  no  faithful  Briton  could  be  unconcern'd, 
if  the  People  fhould  imagine  any  the  lead  Ne- 
glect in  any  fingle  Perfon  bearing  a  part  in  the 
Miniftry,  or  begin  to  grow  Jealous*  that  any 
thing  could  be  done,  which  is  not  done  in  de- 
fending their  Religion  from  every  the  leaft  Ap- 
pearance of  Danger  approaching  towards  it. 
And,my  Lord,  this  Jealoujy  might  have  been 
apt  to  rife,  if  no  Meafures  had  been  taken  to 
difcourage  and  crufli  the  open  Advocates  of 
Irreligion.  Tis  no  eafy  Matter  to  get  Jealoufy 
out  of  one's  Brains,  when  'tis  once  got  into 
them.  Jealoufy,  my  Lord !  'Tis  as  furious  a 
Fiend  as  any  of  them  all.   I  have  feen  a  little 
thin  weak  Woman  fo  invigorated  by  a  Fit  of 
Jealoujy*  that  five  Grenadiers  could  not  hold 
her.   My  Lord,  go  on  with  your  juft  Me- 
thods of  keeping  the  People  clear  of  this  cur- 
fed  Jealoujy :  t  or,  amongft  the  various  Kinds 
and  Occafions  of  it,  that  whigii  concerns  their 
Religion*  is  the  molt  violent  flagrant  frantick 
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Sort  of  all;  and  accordingly  has,  in  former 
Reigns,  produced  thofe  various  Mifchicfs, 
which  your  Lordihip  has  faithfully  determined 
to  prevent,  dutifully  regarding  the  Royal  Au- 
thority, and .  conforming  to  the  Example  of 
his  Ma  jelly,  who  has  gracioully  g;vcn  2)7- 
RECTIONS  (which  are  well  know  n  t  >your 
Lordfliip)  for  the  preferring  of  Vni  y  in  the 
Church  \  and  theTnrity  of  the  Cut  Jim  Faith. 
Tis  in  vain  to  think  that  the  People  of  Erg- 
land  will  ever  give  up  their  Religion^  or  be  ve- 
ry fond  of  any  Mintfiry  that  will  not  fupport 
it,  as  the  Wifdom  of  this  Miiriftry  has  done, 
againft  fuch  audacious  Attacks  as  are  made  up- 
on it  by  the  Scriblers ;  for  Scribler^  your  Lord- 
ihip knows,  is  the  juft  Appellation  of  every 
Author,  who,  under  whatever  plaufible  Ap- 
pearance of  good  Senfe,  attempts  to  under- 
mine the  Religion,  and  therefore  the  Content 
and  Quiet,  tbe  Peace  and  Happinefs  of  his 
Fellow-Subjects,  by  fubtle  and  artful  and  falla- 
cious Arguments  and  Infinuations.  May  Hea- 
ven avert  thofe  infuffernble  Miferies,  which 
the  Church  of  Rome  would  bring  upon  us! 
Tyranny  is  the  Bane  of  Human  Society ;  and 
there  is  no  Tyranny  heavier  than  that  of  the 
Triple  Crown.  And  therefore,  this  free  and 
happy  People  has  juitly  conceived  an  utter  Ab- 
horrence and  Dread  of  Popery,  and  of  every 
thing  that  looks  like  Encouragement  or  Ten- 
dency to  it;  but  they  do  alio  abhor  and  dread 
the  Violence  offer  d  to  Chrifiiauity  itfelf,  by 
*  our 
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our  Britifti  Catilines,  who  fhelter  their  treache- 
rous Defigns  againft  it,  under  the  falfe  Colours  of 
Regard  and  Good-will  to  our  blefled  Proteltant 
Religion,  whilll  they  demonltrate,  too  plainly 
demonftrate,  that  the  Title  of  Troteftants  does 
not  belong  to  them,  unlefs  it  can  belong  to  thofe  . 
who  are  in  effeft  Protefters  againlt  all  Religion. 

And  really,  the  People  cannot  be  much  bla- 
med for  being  a  little  unwilling  to  part  with 
their  Religion :  For  they  tell  ye,  that  there  is 
a  God ;  and  that  God  governs  the  World ;  and 
that  he  is  wont  to  blefs  or  blaft  a  Kingdom,  in 
Proportion  to  the  Degrees  of  Religion  or  Ir- 
religion  prevailing  in  it.  Your  Lordfhip  has  a 
fine  Collection  of  Books ;  and,  which  is  a  fi- 
ner thing  ftill,  you  do  certainly  underftand 
them,  and  can  turn  to  an  Account  of  any  im- 
portant Affair  in  a  trice.  I  would  therefore 
fain  know,  whether  your  Lordlhip  can  fhow, 
from  any  Writer let  him  be  as  profane  as  the 
Scriblers  would  have  him,  that  any  one  Em- 
pire, Kingdom,  Country  or  Province,  Great 
or  Small,  did  not  dwindle  and  fink,  and  was 
confounded,  when  it  once  fail'd  of  providing 
ftudioufly  for  the  Support  of  Religion. 

The  Scriblers  talk  much  of  the  Roman  Go- 
vernment, and  Liberty i  and  the  Spirit  of  the 
Old  Romans.  But  'tis  undeniable,  that  their 
moft  plaufible  Talk  of  thefe  Things  is  all  Tre- 
tence,  and  Grimace,  and  an  Artifice  to  ferve 
the  Purpofes  of  Irreligion ;  and  by  confe- 
quence  to  render  the  People  uneafyy  and  ruin 
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the  Kingdom.  For  if  they  did  in  Reality  e- 
iteem,  and  would  faithfully  recommend  to 
their  Countrymen,  the  Sentiments  and  Prin- 
ciples, the  main  Purpofes  and  Practices  of  the 
wife  and  profperous  Romans,  they  would,  in 
the  firit  place,  put  us  in  mind,  that  Old  Rome 
was  as  remarkable  for  obferving  and  promoting 

1  Natural  Religion,  as  New  Rome  has  been  for 
corrupting  that  which  is  Reveal* d.  And  as  the 
Old  Romans  did  lignally  recommend  them- 
felves  to  the  Favour  of  Heaven,  by  their  faith- 
ful Care  of  Religion ;  fo  were  they  abundantly 
convinced,  and  did  accordingly  acknowledge, 
with  univerfal  Confent,  that  their  Care  of  Re- 
ligion was  the  great  Means  *  of  God  s  preser- 
ving the  Empire,  and  crowning  it  with  Con- 
queft  and  Succefs,  Profperity  and  Glory. 
Hence  it  was,  that  when  their  Orators  were 
bent  upon  exerting  their  utmoft'in  moving  and 
perfuading  the  People,  upon  any  Occafion,  - 
they  ever  put  them  in  mind  of  their  Religion, 

.  if  That  could  be  any  way  affeded  by  the  Point 
in  debate;  not  doubting  that  the  People  would 
determine  in  their  Favour,  if  they  could  but 
demonftrate,  that  the  Safety  of  Religion  de- 
pended upon  the  Succefs  of  their  Cau/e.  And 
indeed,  neither  the  Romans,  nor  any  other 
Nation  upon  Earth,  did  ever  fuffer  their  Efta- 
bliflod  Religion  to  be  openly  ridiculed,  explo- 
ploded,  or  bppofed :  And  I'm  fure,  your  Lord- 

fliip 

*  JgjrV  f/l  tarn  Vetmepu  non  Intelli^at,  Nnmine  hoc  taut  urn  I  murium 
•ftblatum,  Attftnm,  &  Ritmtumr—Cicec.  Orat.  dc  Harufp.  Re/ponf. 
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fhip  would  not,  for  all  the  World,  that  this 
Thing  fliould  be  done  with  Impunity  amongit 
Vs,  which  was  never  endured  in  the  World 
before.  Did  ever  any  Man,  fince  the  blefled  Re- 
velation of  thzGoJpel,  run  Riot  upon  Chriftia* 
nity,  as  fome  Men,  nay,  and  fome  few  Women 
too,  have  lately  done  ?  Mult  the  Devil  grow 
rampant  at  this  Rate,  and  not  to  be  call'd  Gp- 
rarn  Nobis  ?  W  hy  fliould  not  he  content  him- 
felf  to  carry  oft'  People  in  the  common  Way, 
the  Way  of  Curfing  and  Swearing,  Sabbath- 
breaking  and  Cheating,  Bribery  and  Hypocri- 
fy,  Drunkennefs  and  Whoring,  and  fuch  kind 
of  Things,  as  he  us'd  to  do  ?  Never  let  him 
domineer  in  Men's  Mouths  and  Writings,  as 
he  does  now,  with  loud,  tremendous  Infideli- 
ty, Blafphemy  and  Prophanenefs,  enough  to 
frighten  the  King's  Subjeds  out  of  their  Wits. 
We  are  now  come  to  a  fliort  Queftion:  God, 
or  the  T>evil?  that's  the  Word ;  and  Time  will 
fliew,  who  and  who  goes  together.  Thus  much 
maybefaidat  prefent,  that  thofe  have  abundant- 
ly ftiewn  their  Spirit  of  Oppofition  to  Sacred 
Things,  who  have  not  only  inveighed  againft  the 
National  Profeffion  and  Exercife  of  Religion  ; 
and  endeavour'd,  with  Brtternefs  and  Dexteri- 
ty, to  render  it  Odious  and  Contemptible but  are 
foilicitous  to  hinder  Multitudes  of  the  Natives 
of  this  Ifland  from  having  the  very  Seeds  of 
Religion  fown  among  them  with  Advantage. 

Arguments  are  urged,  with  the  utmoft  Ve- 
hemence, againft  the  Education  of  poor  Chit- 
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drcn  in  the  Charity-Schools,  tho'  there  hath 
not  one  juft  Reafon  been  offer'd  againft  the 
Provifion  made  for  that  Education.  The 
Things  that  have  been  objefted  againft  it  are 
not,  in  Fad,  true ;  and  nothing  ought  to  be 
regarded,  by  ferious  and  wife  Men,  as  a  weighty 
or  juft  Argument,  if  it  is  not  a  true  one.  How 
hath  Catiline  the  Confidence  left  to  look  any 
Man  in  the  Face,  after  he  hath  fpent  more 
Confidence  than  moft  Men's  whole  Stock  a- 
mounts  to,  in  faying,  that  this  pretended  Cha- 
rity has,  in  Effett,  deftrofd  all  other  Chari- 
ties, which  were  before  given  to  the  Aged,  Sick, 
and  Impotent. 

It  feems  pretty  clear,  that  if  thofe,  who  do 
not  contribute  to  any  Charity-School,  are  be- 
come more  Uncharitable  to  any  other  Objeft 
than  formerly  they  were ;  their  want  of  Cha- 
rity to  the  one,  is  not  owing  to  their  Contri- 
bution to  the  other.  And  as  to  thofe  who  do 
contribute  to  thefe  Schools;  they  are  fo  far 
from  being  more  fparing  in  their  Relief  of  o- 
ther  Objects,  than  they  were  before,  that  the 
poor  Widows,  the  Aged  and  the  Impotent  do 
plainly  receive  more  Relief  from  Them,  in  Pro- 
portion to  their  Numbers  and  Abilities,  than 
from  any  the  fame  Numbers  of  Men  under  the 
fame  Circumttances  of  Fortune,  who  do  not 
concern  themfelves  with  Charity-Schools,  in 
any  Refpeft,  but  in  condemning  and  decrying 
them.  I  will  meet  Catiline  at  the  Grecian 
Coffee-Houfe  any  Day  in  the  Week,  and  by 
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an  Enumeration  of  particular  Perfons,  in  as 
great  a  Number  as  he  pleafeth,  demonltrate  the 
Truth  of  what  I  fay.  But  I  do  not  much  de- 
pend upon  his  giving  me  the  Meeting,  becaufe 
'tis  his  Bulinefs,  not  to  encourage  'Demonftra- 
tions  of  the  Truth,  but  to  throw  'Difguifes 
upon  it ;  otherwife,  he  never  could  have  al- 
lowed himfelf,  after  reprefenting  the  Charity 
Schools  as  intended  to  breed  up  Children  to 
Reading  and  Writing,  and  a  fiber  Behaviour, 
that  they  may  be  qualified  to  be  Servants,  im- 
mediately to  add  thefe  Words,  A  fort  of  idle 
and  rioting  V ?rmin,  by  which  the  Kingdom  is 
already  amoft  devoured,  and  are  become  every 
where  a  publick  Nufance,  &c.  What?  Is  it 
owing  to  the  Charity  Schools,  that  Servants  are 
become  fo  Idle,  fuch  rioting  Vermin,  fuch  a 
publick  Nufance  \  that  Women-Servants  turn 
Whores,  and  the  Jl/^-Servants  Robbers,  - 
Houfe-breakers,  and  Sharpers?  (as  he  fays  they 
commonly  do)  Is  this  owipg  to  the  Charity- 
Schools?  or,  if  it  is  not,  how  comes  he  to  al- 
low himfelf  the  Liberty  of  reprefenting  thefe 
Slchools  as  a  Means  of  increafing  thfS  Load  of 
Mifchief  which  is  indeed  too  plainly  fallen  up- 
on the  Publick?  The  imbibing  Principles  of 
Vcrtue  hath  not,  ufually,  been  thought  the 
chief  Occafion  of  running  into  Vice.  If  the 
early  Knowledge  of  Truth,  and  of  our  Obli- 
gations to  it,  were  the  fureft  Means  of  depart- 
ing from  it,  no  body  would  doubt,  that  the 
Knowledge  of  Truth  was  inftill'd  into  Catiline 
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very  Early,  and  with  the  utmoft  Care.  Tis  a  good 
pretty  Thing  in  him  to  fpread  a  Report,  and 
to  lay  fo  much  Strefs  upon  it  as  he  does,  that 
there  is  more  Collected  at  the  Church  *Doors 
in  a  *Day,  to  make  thefe  poor  Boys  and  Girls 
appear  in  Caps  and  Livery-Coats,  than  for  all 
the  Tbor  in  a  Tear.  O  rare  Catiline!  This 
Point  you'll  carry  molt  fwimingly  ;  for  you  '  . 
have  no  Witnefles  againft  you,  nor  any  living 
Soul  to  contradid  you,  except  the  Colleftors 
and  Overfeers  of  the  Poor,  and  all  other  prin- 
cipal Inhabitants  of  moft  of  the  Parifties,  where 
any  Charity-Schools  are,  in  England. 

The  Jeft  of  it  is,  my  Lord,  that  thefe  Scrib* 
lers  would  ftill  be  thought  good  moral  Men. 
But,  when  Men  make  it  their  Bufinefs  to  mif 
lead  and  deceive  their  Neighbours,  and  that  in  ' 
Matters  of  Moment,  by  dijtorting  and  difguifing 
the  Truth,  by  MiJreprefentationsy  and  falfe 
Infinuations ;  if  fuch  Men  are  not  guilty  of 
Vfarpationy  whilft  they  take  upon  them  the  , 
Cnarafter  of  good  moral  Men,  then  'tis  not 
Immoral,  in  any  Man,  to  be  fal/e  and  deceitful, 
in  Cafes  where  the  Law  cannot  touch  him  for 
being  fo,  and  Morality  bears  no  Relation  to 
Truth  and  Fair  ^Dealing.    However,  I  fhall 
not  be  very  willing  to  meet  one  of  thefe  mo- 
ral Men  upon  Hownflow- Heath,  if  I  Ihould 
happen  to  ride  that  Way  without  Piftok  For 
I  have  a  Notion,  that  They  who  have  no  Con- 
fidence in  one  Point,  don't  much  abound  with  * 
it  in  another.   Your  Lordlhip,  who  judges  ac- 
curately 
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curately  of  JWisw,  as  well  as  Bo^k^  will  eafily 
imagine,  if  you  had  no  other  Knowledge  of 
the  Charity-Schools,  that  there  muft  be  iome- 
thing  very  excellent  in  them,  becaufe  fuch 
kind  of  Men  as  Thefe  are  fo  warm  in  oppojing  ' 
them. 

They  tell  you,  that  thefe  Schools  are  Hin- 
derances  to  Husbandry  and  to  Manufacture : 
As  to  Husbandry ;  the  Children  are  not  kept 
j  *    in  the  Schools  longer  than  till  they  are  of  Age 
j        and  Strength  to  perform  the  principal  Parts 
of  it,  or  to  bear   conftant  Labour  in  it; 
#     and  even  whiHt  they  are  under  this  Courfe  of 
Education,  your  Lordfnip  may  depend  upon  it, 
|        that  they  lhall  never  be  hindered  from  work- 
ing in  the  Fields,  or  being  employ'd  in  fuch  , 
,  x  Labour  as  they  are  capable  of,  in  any  Parts  of 
the  Year,  when  they  can  get  fuch  Employment 
for  the  Support  or  their  Parents  and  them- 
felves.   In  this  Cafe  the  Parents  in  the  feveral 
.  Countries  are  proper  Judges  of  their  feveral 
Situations  and  Circumftances,  and  at  the  fame 
time,  not  fo  very  fond  of  their  Childrens  get- 
ting a  little   Knowledge^  rather  than  a  little 
Moneys  but  that  they  will  find  other  Employ- 
\       ment  for  them  than  going  to  School,  whenever 
they  can  get  a  Penny  by  fo  doing.   And  the 
Cafe  is  the  fame  as  to  the  Manufactures ;  the 
Truftees  of  the  Charity-Schools,  and  the  Pa- 
rents of  the  Children  bred  in  them,  would  be 
thankful  to  thofe  Gentlemen  who  make  the  1 
Objeftion,  if  they  would  alM  in  removing  it, 
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by  fubfcribing  to  a  Fund  for  joyning  the  Em- 
ployment of  Manufacture  to  the  Bufinefs  of 
learning  to  Read  and  Write  in  the  Charity-. 
Schools:  This  would  be  a  noble  Work:  'Tis 
already  effected  by  the  Supporters  of  fome 
Charity-Schools,  and  is  aimed  at,  and  earneft- 
ly  delired  by  all  the  reft:  But  Rome  was  not 
built  in  a  Day.    Till  this  great  Thing  can  be 
brought  abour,  let  the  Mafters  and  Managers 
of  the  Manufactures  in  the  feveral  Places  of 
the  Kingdom  be  fo  charitable  as  to  employ  the 
Poor  Children  for  a  certain  Number  of  Hours 
in  every  Day  in  their  refpedive  Manufadures, 
whilft  the  Truftees  are  taking  Care  to  fill  up 
their  other  Hours  of  the  Day  in  the  ufual 
Duties  of  the  Charity-Schools.    Tis  an  eafy 
Matter  for  Tarty-Men,  for  defigning  and  per- 
verted Minds,  to  invent  colourable,  fallacious 
Arguments,  and  to  offer  Railing  under  the 
Appearance   of  Reafoning   againft  the  befl: 
Things  in  the  World.    But  undoubtedly,  no 
impartial  Man,  who  is  afieded  with  a  ferious 
Senfe  of  Goodnefs,  and  a  real  Love  of  his 
Country,  can  think  this  proper  andjuft  View 
of  the  Charity-Schools  liable  to    any  Jujf9 
weighty  Objection,  or  refufe  to  contribute  his 
Endeavours  to  improve  and  raife  them  to  that 
'PcrfeElion  which  is  propos'd  in  them.    In  the 
mean  time,  let  no  Man  be  fo  weak  or  fo  wicked 
as  to  deny,  that  when  poor  Children  cannot 
meet  with  Employment  in  any  other  honeft 
Way,  rather  than  fuller  their  tender  Age  to  be 
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fpent  in  Idlenefs,  or  in  learning  the  Arts  of 
Lying  and  Swearing  and  Stealing,  'tis  true.Cft*- 
rity  to  Them  and  good  Service  done  to  our  . 
Country,  to  employ  them  in  learning  the  Prin- 
ciples of  Religion  and  Venue,  till  their  Age 
and  Strength  will  enable  them  to  become  Ser-  % 
vants  in  Families,  or  to  be  engag'd  in  Husban- 
dry, or  Manufacture,  or  any  kind  of  Mecha-  v 
nick  Trade  or  Laborious  Employment ;  for  to 
thefe  laborious  Employments  are  the  Charity 
Children  generally,  if  not  always  turn'd,  as  foon 
as  they  become  capable  of  them :  And  therefore 
Catiline  may  be  pleased  to  retraft  his  Obje&iori 
concerning  Shop-keepers  or  Retailers  or  Com- 
modities, wherein  he  has  affirmed,  that  their 
Employments,  which  he  fays  ought  to  fall  to  the  > 
Share  of  Children  of  their  own  'Degree,  are 
moftty  anticipated  and  engrofs'd  by  the  Managers 
of  the  Charity-Schools.    He  ttiuft  excufe  my 
acquainting  your  Lordfllip,  that  this  Ajfirma-  • 
tion  is  in  raft  direftly  falfe,  which  is  an  Incon- 
venience very  apt  to  fall  upon  his  Affirmations, 
as  it  has  particularly  done  upon  one  of  'em  . 
more,  which  I  would  mention :  For  he  is  not 
alham'd  roundly  to  aflert,  That  the  "Principles 
of  our  common  People  are  debauch* d  in  our 
Charity-Schools,  who  are  taught  as  foon  as  they 
can  fpeak  to  blabber  out  HIGH-CHURCH 
and  ORMOND,  and  fo  are  bred  up  to  be 
Traytors  before  they  know  what  Tredfon  fig-  * 
nifies.    Your  Lordjhip,  and  other  Perfons  of 
Integrity,  whofe  Words  are  the  faithful  Repre- 
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fentatives  of  their  Meaning,  would  now  think, 
if  I  had  not  given  you  a  Key  to  Cto/rm's  Talk, 
that  he  has  been  fully  convinced,  that  the 
Children  in  the  Charity-Schools  are  bred  up  to 
be  Tray  tors. 

My  Lord,  If  any  one  Mailer  be  fuffer'd  by 
theTruftees  to  continue  in  any  Charity-School, 
againft  whom  Proof  can  be  brought,  that  he  is 
difatfeded  to  the  Government,  or  that  he  does 
not  as  faithfully  teach  the  Children  Obedience 
and  Loyalty  to  the  King,  as  any  other  Duty  in 
the  Catechifm,  then  I  will  gratify  Catiline  with 
a  Licenfe  to  pull  down  the  Schools,  and  hang 
up  the  Mailers,  according  to  his  Heart's  De- 
fire. 

Thefe  and  fuch  Things  as  thefe  are  urg'd 
with  the  like  Bitternefs  and  as  little  Truth  in 
the  Book  mention'd  above,  viz.  The  Fable  of 
the  Bees ;  or,  Private  Vices,  publick  Benefits, 
&c.  Catiline  explodes  the  fundamental  Arti- 
cles of  Faith,  impioufly  comparing  the  Dc* 
<3rine  of  the  Blerfed  Trinity  to  Fee-fa-fem : 
This  profligate  Author  of  the  Fable  is  not  only 
an  Auxiliary  tQ  Catiline  in  Oppofition  to  Faith, 
but  has  taken  upon  him  to  tear  up  the  very 
Foundations  of  Moral  Vertue,  and  eftablifh 
Vice  in  its  Room.  The  beft  Phyfician  in  the 
World  did  never  labour  more  to  purge  the 
Natural  Body  of  ^Qualities,  than  this  Bum- 
ble-Bee has  done  to  purge  the  Bodv  "Politick 
of  good  ones.  He  himfelf  bears  Teuimony  to 
the  Truth  of  this  Charge  againft  him :  For 
~*  when 
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when  he  comes  to  the  Conclufion  of  his  Book, 
ne  makes  this  Obfervation  upon  himfelf  and 
his  Performance :  "  After  this  I  flatter  my  felf 
"  to  have  demonftrated,  that  neither  the 
«  friendly  Qualities  and  kind  Affe&ions  that 
"  are  natural  to  Man,  nor  the  real  Virtues  he 
"  is  capable  of  acquiring  by  Reafon  and  Self? 

*  denial,  are  the  Foundation  of  Society  ;  but 
"  that  what  we  call  Evil  in  this  World,  Mo- 
"  ral  as  well  as  Natural,  is  the  Grand  Trin- 
«  ciple  that  makes  us  fociable  Creatures,  the 
u  /olid  Bafts,  the  Life  and  Support  of  all 
"  Trades  and  Employments  without  Excep- 

*  tion :  That  there  we  muft  look  for  the  true 
• (C  Origin  of  all  Arts  and  Sciences,  and  that 

"  the  Moment  Evil  ceafes,  the  Society  wujl  be 
«  Jpoifd,  if  not  totally  difolvd. 

Now,  My  Lord,  you  fee  the  Grand  <Defignf 
the  main  Drift  of  Catiline  and  his  Confede- 
rates ;  now  the  Scene  opens,  and  the  fecret 
Springs  appear ;  now  the  Fraternity  adventure 
to  fpeak  out,  and  furely  no  Band  of  Men  ever 
dared  to  fpeak  at  this  Rate  before ;  now  you 
fee  the  True  Caufe  of  all  their  Enmity  to  the 
poor  Charity-Schools ;  'tis  levelFd  againft  Reli- 
gion ;  Religion,  my  Lord,  which  the  Schools 
are  inftituted  to  promote,  and  which  this  Con- 
federacy is  refolved  to  deftroy ;  for  the  Schools 
are  certainly  one  of  the  greateft  Inltruments  of 
Religion  and  Vertue,  one  of  the  firmeft  Bul- 
warks againft  Topery,  one  of  the  beft  Recom- 
mendations of  this  People  tg  the  Divine  Favour, 
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and  therefore  one  of  the  greateft  Bleflings  to 
our  Country  of  any  thing  that  has  been  fet  on 
Foot  fince  our  happy  Reformation  and  Deli- 
verance from  the  Idolatry  and  Tyranny  of 
Rome.  If  any  trivial  Inconvenience  did  arife 
from  fo  excellent  a  Work,  as  fome  little  Incon- 
venience attends  all  human  Initiations  and 
Affairs,  the.  Excellency  of  the  Work  would  ftill 
be  Matter  of  Joy,  and  find  Encouragement  with 
all  the  Wife  and  the  Good,  who  defpife  fuch 
infignificant  Obje&ions  againft  it  as  other  Men 
are  not  afliam'd  to  raife  and  defend. 

Now  your  Lordlhip  alfo  fees  the  true  Caufe 
of  the  Satyr  which  is  continually  form'd  againft 
the  Clergy  by  Catiline  and  his  Confederates. 
Why  fliould  Mr.  Hall's  Conviftion  and  Execu- 
tion be  any  more  an  Obje&ion  againft  the 
Clergy,  than  Mr.  Layers  againft  the  Gentlemen 
of  the  Long  Robe  ?  why,  becaufe  the  Profe£ 
fion  of  the  Law  does  not  immediately  relate 
to  Religion :  and  therefore  Catiline  will  allow, 
that  if  any  Perfons  of  that  Profeffion  lhould 
be  Traytors,  or  otherwife  vicious,  all  the  reft 
may,  notwithftanding  the  Iniquity  of  a  Brother, 
be  as  loyal  and  vertuous  as  any  other  Subjefts 
in  the  King's  Dominions :  But  becaufe  Matters 
of  Religion  are  the  profefs'd  Concern  and  the 
Employment  of  the  Clergy ;  therefore  Catiline's 
Logick  makes  it  out  as  clear  as  the  Day,  that 
if  any  of  them  be  difaftcfted  to  the  Govern- ^ 
ment,  all  the  reft  are  fo  too ;  or  if  any  of  them 
be  chargeable  vj'ixhVice,  this Confequence  from 

it 
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it  is  plain,  that  All  or  Moll  of  the  reft  are  as  . 
vicious  as  the  Devil  can  make  them.   I  fhall 
not  trouble  your  Lordlhip  with  a  particular 
Vindication  of  the  Clergy,  nor  is  there  any 
Reafon  that  I  fhould,  for  they  are  already  ie-  ' 
cure  of  your  Lordjhifs  good  Affe&ion  to 
them,  and  they  are  able  to  vindicate  them-  * 
felves  wherefoever  fuch  a  Vindication  is  wan-  - 
ted,  being  as  faithful  and  vertuous  and  learned 
a  Body  of  Men  as  any  in  Europe  ;  and  yet  they 
fufpend  the  Publication  of  Arguments  in  a  fo- 
lemn  Defence  of  themfelves,  becaufe  they  nei- 
ther expeSt  nor  defire  Approbation  and  Efteem 
from  impious  and  abandoned  Men ;  and  at  the 
fame  Time  they  cannot  doubt  that  all  Perfons, 
not  only  of  great  Penetration  but  of  common 
Senfe,  do  now  clearly  fee ;   that  the  Arrows  ^ 
fhot  againft  the  Clergy  are  intended  to  wound 
and    deftroy  the  T>ivine  Thftitution  of  the 
Minifterial  Offices,  and  to  extirpate  the  Reli- 
gion which  the  facred  Offices  were  appointed 
to  preferve  and  promote.    This  was  always 
fuppojedznd  fujpe  fled  by  every  honeft  and  im- 
partial Man ;  but  'tis  now  demonf  rated  by  thofe 
who  before  had  given  Occafion  to  fuch  Sufpi- 
cions,  for  they  have  now  openly  declared  that 
Faith  in  the  Principal  Articles  of  it,  is  not 
only  needlefs  but  ridiculous,  that  the  Welfare 
of  human  Society  mull  fink  and  perifti  under 
the  Encouragement  of  Vertue^  and  that  Immo- 
rality is  the  only  firm  Foundation  whereon 
the  Happinefs  of  Mankind  can  be  built  and 
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jfabfift;  The  Publication  of  fuch  Tenets  as 
thefe,  an  open  avow'd  Propofal  to  extirpate 
the  Chriftian  Faith  and  all  Venue,  and  to  fix 
Moral  Evil  for  the  Bafts  of  the  Government, 
is  fo  flunning,  fo  Ihocking,  fo  frightful,  fo 
flagrant  an  Enormity,  that  if  it  Ihould  be  im- 
puted to  us  as  a  National  Guilt,  the  Divine 
Vengeance  muft  inevitably  fall  upon  us.  And 
how  far  this  Enormity  would  become  a  Nati- 
xmal  Guilt  if  it  fhould  pafs  disregarded  and  un- 
puniflied,  a  Cafuift  leis  skilful  and  difcerning 
than  your  Lordfhip  may  eafily  guefs :  And  no 
doubt  your  Lordftip's  good  Judgment  in  fo 
plain  and  important  a  Cafe,  has  made  you,  like 
a  wife  and  faithful  Patriot,  refolve  to  ufe  your 
utmoft  Endeavours  in  your  high  Station  to  de- 
fend Religion  from  the  bold  Attacks  made  up- 
on it. 

As  foon  as  I  have  feen  a  Copy  of  the  Bill  for 
the  better  Security  of  his  Majefty  and  his  happy 
Government,  by  the  better  Security  of  Religion 
in  Great-Britain,  your  Lordftiip's  juji  Sch 
of  Politicks,  your  Love  of  your  Country,  and 
your  great  Services  done  to  it  ftiall  again  be 
acknowledge  by, 

My  Lord, 
Tour  mo  ft  faithful  humble  Servant > 
•  Theophilus  Philo-Brit annus. 
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Thefe  violent  Accufations  and  the  great  Cla- 
mour every  where  railed  againft  the  Book,  by 
Go*ernours,  Mailers,  and  other  Champions  of 
Charity-Schools,  together  with  the  Advice  of 
Friends,  and  the  Retieftion  on  what  I  owed  to 
my  felf,  drew  from  me  the  following  Anfwer. 
The  candid  Reader,in  the  perufal  of  it, will  not  be 
offended  at  the  Repetition  of  fome  Paffages, 
one  of  which  he  may  have  met  with  twice  al- 
ready, when  he  fhall  confider  that  to  make  my 
Defence  by  it  felf  to  the  Publick,  I  was  ob- 
liged to  repeat  what  had  been  quoted  in  the 
Letter,fmce  the  Paper  would  unavoidably  fall  in- 
.  to  the  Hands  of  many  who  had  never  feen  either 
the  Fable  of  the  Bees,  or  the  Defamatory  Let- 
ter wrote  againft  it.  The  Anfwer  was  Pub- 
lilhed  in  the  London  Journal oiAuguft  i  o,  i  j%  3, 
in  thefe  Words: 

WHEREAS  in  the  Evening-Toft  of 
Thurfday  July  11,  a  Preferment 
was  inferted  of  the  Grand  Jury  of  Middle/ex* 
againft  the  Publilher  of  a  Book,  entitled,  The 
Fable  of  the  Bees;  or,  "Private  Vices  Public k 
Benefits ;  and  fince  that,  a  paflionate  and  abu- 
five  Letter  has  been  publilhed  againft  the  fame 
Book  and  the  Author  of  it,  in  the  London 
Journal  of  Saturday,  July  27  ;  I  think  my  felf 
indifoenfably  obliged  to  vindicate  the  above- 
faid  Book  againft  the  black  Afperfions  thatun- 
defervedly  have  been  call  upon  it,  being  con- 
scious that  I  have  not  had  the  kaft  ill  Defignin 
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Compofmg  it.  The  Accufations  againft  it  ha- 
ving been  made  openly  in  the  pubhck  Papers, 
it  is  not  equitable  the  Defence  of  it  flioulaap-  . 
pear  in  a  more  private  Manner.  What  I  have 
to  fay  in  my  Behalf,  I  fliall  addrefs  to  all  Men 
of  Senfe  and  Sincerity,  asking  no  other  Favour 
of  them  than  their  Patience  and  Attention. 
Setting  alide  what  in  that  Letter  relates  to  o- 
thers,  and  every  thing  that  is  Foreign  and  Im- 
material, I  fliall  begin  with  the  Paflage  that  is 
quoted  from  the  Book,  viz.  After  this ,/ flat- 
ter my  felfto  have  demonjirated,  that  neither 
the  Friendly  Qualities  and  kind  AjfeElions  that 
are  natural  to  Man,  nor  the  real  Virtues  he  is 
capable  of  acquiring  by  Reafon  and  Self-denial, 
are  the  Foundation  of  Society ;  but  that  what 
we  call  Evil  in  this  Worlds  Moral  as  well  as 
Natural,  is  the  grand  Principle  that  makes 
tts  fociable  Creatures ;  the  folid  Bafts,  the  Life 
and  Support  of  all  Trades  and  Employments 
without  Exception :  That  there  we  mujl  look 
for  the  true  Origin  of  all  Arts  and  Sciences  ; 
and  that  the  Moment  Evil  ceafes,  the  Society 
muft  be  fpoiled,  if  not  totally  dtjfolved.  Thefe 
Words  I  own  are  in  the  Book,  and,  being  both 
innocent  and  true,  like  to  remain  there  in  all 
future  Impreflions.  But  I  will  likewife  own 
very  freely,  that,  if  I  had  wrote  with  aDefign 
to  be  underftood  by  the  meaneft  Capacities,  I 
would  not  have  chofe  the  Subjeft  there  treat- 
ed of;  or  if  I  had,  I  would  have  amplify^ 
and  explained  every  Period,  talked  and  diftin-' 
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guilhed  magifterially,  and  never  appeared  with- 
out the  Felcue  in  my  Hand.   As  for  Exam- 

Ele ;  to  make  the  Paflage  pointed  at  intelligi- 
le,  I  would  have  beftowed  a  Page  or  two  oh 
the  Meaning  of  the  Word  Evil ;  after  that  I 
would  have  taught  them,  that  every  Defeft,  e- 
very  Want  was  an  Evil ;  that  on  the  Multi- 
plicity of  thofe  Wants  depended  all  the  mutu- 
al Services  which  the  individual  Members  of  a  \ 
Society  pay  to  each  other ;  and  that  confe- 
quently,  the  greater  Variety  there   was  of 
Wants,  the  larger  Number  or  Individuals  might 
find  their  private  Intereft  in  labouring  for  the  i 
good  of  others,  and  united  together,  compofe 
one  Body.   Is  there  a  Trade  or  Handicraft  but  \ 
What  fupplies  us  with  fomething  we  wanted  ?  ; 
This  W  ant  certainly,  before  it  was  fupplyed, 
was  an  Evil,  which  that  Trade  o  r  Handicraft  JJ 
was  to  remedy,  and  without  which  it  could 
never  have  beqp  thought  of.   Is  there  an  Art 
or  Science  that  was  not  invented  to  mend  fome 
Defeft  ?  Had  this  latter  not  exifted,  there  j 
could  have  been  no  occafion  for  the  former  to 
remove  it.  I  fay,  p.  4x<r,  The  Excellency  of  hu- 
man Thought  and  Contrivance  has  been^and  is  yet 
no  where  more  confpicuous  than  in  the  Variety 
of  Tools  and  Inftruments  of  Workmen  and  Ar- 
tificers) and  the  Multiplicity  of  Engines,  that 
were  all  invent ed,  either  to  affift  the  JV eaknefs 
of  Man,  to  correal  his  many  Imperfections^  to  . 
gratify  his  Lazinefs,  or  obviate  his  Impatience.  1 
Several  foregoing  Pages  run  in  the  fame  {train. 
.  Hh  But 
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But  what  Relation  has  all  this  to  Religion  pr 
Infidelity,  more  than  it  has  to  Navigation  or 
the  Peace  in  the  North  ? 
The  many  Hands  that  are  employed  tofup- 

fly  our  natural  Wants,  that  are  really  fuch,  as 
lunger,  Third,  and  Nakednefs,  are  inconfi- 
dcrable  to  the  valt  Numbers  that  are  all  inno- 
cently gratifying  the  Depravity  of  our  corrupt 
Nature  ;  I  mean  the  Indubious,  who  get  a 
Livelihood  by  their  honeit  Labour,  to  which 
the  Vain  and  Voluptuous  muft  be  beholden 
for  all  their  Tools  and  Implements  of  Eafe  and 
Luxury.  The  Jbort-Jigbted  Vulgar,  in  the 
Chain  of  Caufes,  Seldom  can  fee  farther  than 
one  Link\  but  thofe  who  can  enlarge  their 
VieWy  and  will  give  themfelves  heifure  of  ga- 
zing on  the  TrofpeEl  of  concatenated  Events, 
may  in  a  hundred  T  laces  fee  Good  firing  up 
and  pullulate from  Evil,  as  naturally  as  Chickens 
do  from  Eggs.  • 

Thefe  Words  are  to  be  found  p.  89,  in  the 
Remark  made  on  the  feeming  Paradox ;  that 
in  the  grumbling  Hive 

The  worft  of  all  the  Multitude 

'Did  fame  thing  for  the  Common  Good:  , 

Where  in  many  Inftancesmay  be  amply  difco-  . 
vered,  how  unfearchable  Providence  daily  or- 
ders the  Comforts  of  the  Laborious,  and  even 
the  Deliverances  of  the  Opprefled,  fecretly  to 
come  forth  not  only  from  the  Vices  of  theLu-  \ 

xurious, 
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xurious,  but  likewife  the  Grimes  of  the  Flagi- 
tious and  moft  Abandoned. 
Men  of  Candour  and  Capacity  perceive  at 

,  ■  firfl:  Sight,  that  in  the  Paflage  cenfured,  there 
is  no  Meaning  hid  or  expreiled  that  is  not  al-  * 
together  contained  in  tne  following  Words: 
.  Man  is  a  necejjitous  Creature  on  innumerable 
Accounts ■,  and  yet  from  thofe  very  Necejfities, 
and  nothing  elfe^  arife  all  Trades  and  Employ- 
ments. But  it  is  ridiculous  for  Men  to  meddle 
with  Books  above  their  Sphere. 

The  Fable  of  the  Bees  was  defigned  for  the 
Entertainment  of  People  of  Knowledge  and ' 
Education,  when  they  nave  an  idle  Hour  which 

I       they  know  not  how  to  foend  better :  It  is  a 
Book  of  fevere  and  exalted  Morality,  that  con- 

;       tains  a  drift  Teft  of  Virtue,  an  infallible  Touch- 

|  '     ftone  to  diftinguifli  the  real  from  the  counter- 
feited, and  Ihews  many  Aftions  to  be  faulty 

I  that  are  palmed  upon  the  World  for  good 
ones :  It  defcribes  the  Nature  and  Symptoms 
of  human  Paffions,  detefts  their  Force  and 
Difguifes ;  and  traces  Self-Love  in  its  darkefl 
Recedes ;  I  might  fafely  add,  beyond  any  other 
Syftent  of  Ethicks:  The  whole  is  a  Rhapfody 
void  of  Order  or  Method,  fcut  no  Part  otit  has 
any  thing  in  it  that  is  four  or  pedantick ;  the 
Style  I  confefs  is  very  unequal,  fometimes  very 
high  and  rhetorical,  and  fometimes  very  low 
and  even  very  trivial ;  fuch  as  it  is,  I  am  fatif- 
*  fied  that  it  has  diverted  Perfons  of  great  Pro- 
bity and  Virtue,  and  unaueftionable  good  Senfe ; 
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and  I  am  in  no  fear  that  it  will  ever  ceafe  to  do 

fo  whilft  it  is  read  by  fuch.    Whoever  has  feen 
the  violent  Charge  againft  this  Book,  will  par-  ; 
don  me  for  faying  more  in  Commendation  of  ' 
it,  than  a  Man  not  labouring  under  the  fame 
Neceflity  would  do  of  his  own  W  ork  on  any 
other  Occafion. 

The  Encomiums  upon  Stews  complained  of 
in  the  Prefentment  are  no  where  in  the  Book, 
What  might  give  a  Handle  to  this  Charge,  muft 
be  a  Political  DifTertation  concerning  the  beil 
Method  to  guard  and  preferve  Women  of  Ho- 
nour and  Virtue  from  the  Infults  of  diffolute 
Men,  whofe  Paffions  are  often  ungovernable  : 
As  in  this  there  is  a  Dilemma  between  two  E~  ' 
vils,  which  it  is  impracticable  to  fliun  both,  fo 
I  have  treated  it  with  the  utmoft  Caution,  and 
begin  thus  :  /  am  far  from  encouraging  Vice, 
and  Jhould  think  it  an  unfpeakable  Felicity  for 
a  St  ate, if  the  Sin  ofVncleannefs  could  be  utter- 
ly banijhed  from  it ;  but  I  am  afraid  it  is  im- 
fojfible.  I  give  my  Reafons  why  I  think  it  fo ; 
and  fpeaking  occasionally  of  the  Mufick-houfes 
at  Amfterdam^  I  give  a  fhort  Account  of  them, 
than  which  nothing  can  be  more  harmlefs ;  and 
I  appeal  to  all  impartial  Judges,  whether  what  I 
have  faid  of  them  is  not  ten  times  more  pro- 
per to  give  Men  (even  the  voluptuous  of  any 
Tafte)  a  Difguft  and  Averfion  againft  them, 
than  it  is  to  raife  any  criminal  Defire.  I  am 
forry  the  Grand-Jury  fhould  conceive  that  I  pub- 
Iifhcd  this  with  a  Defign  to  debauch  the  Nation, 
—  *  without 
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without  confidering  that  in  the  firft.  Place,  there  ; 
is  not  a  Sentence  nor  a  Syllable  that  can  either 
offend  the  chaftell  Ear,  or  fully  the  Imaginati- 
on of  the  moll  vicious ;  or  in  the  fecond,  that 
the  Matter  complained  of  is  manifeilly  addref-  j 
fed  to  Magiftrates  and  Politicians,  or  at  leaft 
the  more  lerious  and  thinking  Part  of  Man-  \ 
kind ;  whereas  a  general  Corruption  of  Man- 
ners as  to  Lewdnefs,  to  be  produced  by  read-  I 
ing,  can  only  be  apprehended  from  Obfcenities 
eafily  purchafed,  and  every  Way  adapted  to 
the  Taffies  and  Capacities  of  the  heedlefs  Mul-  * 
titude  and  unexperienced  Youth  of  both  Sexes : 
but  that  the  Performance,  fo  outragioufly  ex- 
claimed againlt,w  as  never  calculated  for  either  of 
thefe  Claffes  of  People,  is  felf-evident  from  e- 
very  Circumftance.   The  Beginning  of  the  < 
Profe  is  altogether  Philofophical,  and  hardly 
intelligible  to  any  that  have  not  been  ufed  to  J 
Matters  of  Speculation ;  and  the  Running  Ti- 
tle of  it  is  fo  far  from  being  fpecious  or  invi-  . 
ting,  that  without  having  read  the  Book  it 
fell,  no  Body  knows  what  to  make  of  it,  whilft  : 
at  the  fame  time  the  Price  is  Five  Shillings, 
From  all  which  it  is  plain,  that  if  the  Book 
contains  any  dangerous  Tenets,  I  have  net 
been  very  follicitous  to  fcatter  them  among  the 
People.   I  have  not  faid  a  Word  to  pleale  or 
engage  them,  and  the  greateltCompliment  I  have 
made  them  has  been,   ^age  vulgus.    But  as 
nothing  (I  fay,  p.         would  more  clearly  de- 
monjlrate  the  Falfity  of  my  Notions  than  that 

H  h  3  the  < 


Digitized  by  Google 


(  47°) 

the  Generality  of  the  Teople  Jhouldfall  in  with  f 
them,  fo  1  dont  expett  the  Approbation  of  the 
Multitude.  I  write  not  to  many,  nor  feek  for  - 
any  Well-wijhers,  but  among  the  few  that  can 
think  abflra&ly,  and  have  their  Minds  elevat* 
ed  above  the  Vulgar.  Of  this  I  have  made  no 
ill  Ufe,  and  ever  preferved  fuch  a  tender  Re- 
gard to  the  Publick,  that  when  I  have  advan- 
ced any  uncommon  Sentiments,  I  have  ufed 
all  the  Precautions  imaginable,  that  they  might 
not  be  hurtful  to  weak  Minds  that  might  ca-* 
fually  dip  into  the  Book.  When  (pag.  25-5)  I 
owned,  That  it  was  my  Sentiment  that  no  So- 
ciety could  be  raifed  into  a  rich  and  mighty 
Kingdom,  or  fu  raifed  Jubfiji  in  their  Wealth 
and  Tower  for  any  confiderable  Time,  without 
the  Vices  of  Man,  I  had  premifed,  what  was 
true,  That  I  had  never  faid  or  imagined,  that 
Man  could  not  be  virtuous  as  well  in  a  rich  and 
mighty  Kingdom,  as  in  the  moft  pitiful  Com- 
monwealth :  Which  Caution,  a  Man  lefs  fcn*- 

guious  than  my  felf  might  have  thought  fuper- 
uous,  when  he  had  already  explained  himfelf 
:  on  that  Head  in  the  very  fame  Paragraph, 
which  begins  thus :  /  lay  down  as  a  fir  ft  Trin- 
ciplc,  that  in  all  Societies,  great  or  fmall,  it  is 
the  "Duty  of  every  Member  of  it  to  be  good ; 
that  Virtue  -  ought  to  be  encouraged,  Vice  dif 
countenanced,  the  Laws  obeyed,  andtheTranf 
qrejfors  punijhed.  There  is  not  a  Line  in  the  . 
Book  that  contradifts  this  Do&rine,  and  I  de- 
fy my  Enemies  to  difprove  what  I  have  ad- 
vanced. 


Digitized  by  Google 


(  47i  ) 

Vanced,     158,  that  ///  have  Jhewn  the  Way 
to  worldly  Greatnefs,  I  have  always  without 
Heft  at  ion  preferrd  the  Road  that  leads  to  Vir- 
tue.   No  Man  ever  took  more  Pains  not  to  be 
mifconlirued  than  mylelf:  Mind  p.  25-7.  when 
I  Jay  that  Societies  cannot  be  raifed  to  Wealth 
and  Tower j  and  the  Top  of  Earthly  Glory, 
without  Vices ;  /  don't  think  that  by  Jo  faying 
I  bid  Men  be  vicious,  any  more  than  1  bid  them 
be  quarrelfome  or  covetous,  when  I  affirm,  that 
the  'Profejfion  of  the  Law  could  not  be  main- 
tained in  fuch  Numbers  and  Splendor,  if  there 
was  not  abundance  of  too  felfijh  and  litigious 
^People.    A  Caution  of  the  fame  Nature  I  had 
already  given  towards  the  End  of  the  Preface, 
on  Account  of  a  palpable  Evil  inseparable  from 
the  Felicity  of  London.    Tlo  fearch  into  the 
real  Caufes  of  Things  imports  no  ill  Defign, 
nor  has  any  Tendency  to  do  harm.    A  Man 
may  write  on  Poyfons  and  be  an  excellent 
Phyfician,  Page  4x4,  I  fny  No  Man  needs  to 
guard  himfelf  againji  Blejjin^s,  but  Calamities 
require  Hands  to  avert  them.    And  lower, 
Jt  is  the  Extremities  of  Heat  and  Cold,  the 
Inconftancy  and  Badnefs  of  Seafons,  the  Vio- 
lence and  Uncertainty  of  Whds,  the  va/i 1  Tow- 
er and  Treachery  of  Water,  the  Rage  and  Vn- 
trattablenefs  of  Fire,  and  the  Stubbornnefsand 
Sterility  of  the  Earth,  that  rack  our  Invention, 
how  we  jnall  either  avoid  the  Mijchiefs  they 
produce  or  correB  the  Malignity  of  them,  and 
turn  their  fever al  Forces  to  our  own  Advantage 
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d  thoufand  different  Ways.  Whilft  a  Man  is 
enquiring  into  the  Occupations  of  vaft  Mul- 
titudes, I  cannot  fee  why  he  may  not  fay- 
all  this  and  much  more,  without  being  ac- 
cufed  of  depreciating  and  fpeaking  flightly 
of  the  Gifts  and  Munificence  of  Heaven; 
when  at  the  fame  time  he  demonftrates  ± 
that  without  Rain  and  Sunfliine  this  Globe 
would  not  be  habitable  to  Creatures  like 
ourfclves.  It  is  an  out-of-the-way.  Subjeft, 
and  I  would  never  quarrel  with  the  Man 
who  fhould  tell  me  that  it  might  as  well  have 
been  let  alone :  Yet  I  always  thought  it  would 
pleafe  Men  of  any  tolerable  Tafte,  and  not  be 
eaiily  loft. 

My  Vanity  I  could  never  conquer,  fo  well 
as  I  could  wifh,;  ahd  I  am  too  proud  to  com- 
mit Crimes;  and  as  to  the  main  Scope,  the 
Intent  of  the  Boek,  I  mean  the  View  it 
was  wrote  with,  I  proteft  that  it  has  been 
with  the  utmoft  Sincerity,  what  I  have  decla- 
red of  it  in  the  Preface,  where  at  the  bottom 
of  the  fixth  Page  you  will  find  thefe  Words^ 
If  you  ask  me,  why  I  have  done  all  this,  cui 
bono?  and  what  Good  thefe  Motions  will  pro- 
duce 7  truly,  befides  the  Reader's  TUverfion,  I 
believe  none  at  all ;  but  if  I  was  ask'd,  what 
naturally  ought  to  be  expetted  from  them  ?  I 
would  anjwer,  that  in  the  firft  Tlace  the  Peo- 
ple who  continually  find  Fault  with  others,  by 
reading  them  would  be  taught  to  look  at  home* 
and  examining  their  own  Con/ciencesy  be  made 
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afhavid  of  always  ratling  at  what  they  are 
more  or  lefs  guilty  of  themfelves ;  and  that  in 
the  next L,  tbofey  who  are  fo  fond  of  the  Eaje 
and  Comforts  of  a  great  and  flourifhing  Nation, 
would  learn  more  patiently  to  fubmit  to  thofe 
Inconvenienciesj  which  no  Government  upon 
Earth  can  remedy when  they  fhould  fee  the. 
Impojfibility  of  enjoying  any  great  Share  of  the 
frftf  without  partaking  likewife  of  the  lat- 
ter. 

%-  '  The  firft  Impreflion  of  the  Fable  of  the  Bees, 
which  came  out  in  1714,  was  never  carpt  at, 
or  publickly  taken  Notice  of ;  and  all  the  Rea- 
fon  I  can  think  on  why  this  Second  Edition 
Ihonld  be  fo  unmercifully  treated,  tho'  it  has 
many  Precautions  which  the  former  wanted, 
is  an  Eflay  on  Charity  and  Charity-Schools, 
which  is  added  to  what  was  printed  Defore.  I 
confefs  that  it  is  my  Sentiment,  that  all  hard 
and  dirty  Work  ought  in  a  well-govern'd  Na- 
tion to  Be  the  Lot  and  Portion  of  the  Poor, 
and  that  to  divert  their  Children  from  ufeful 
Labour  till  they  are  fourteen  or  fifteen  Years 
old,  is  a  wrong  Method  to  qualify  them  for  it 
when  they  are  grown  up.  I  have  given  feve- 
ral  Reafons  for  my  Opinion  in  that  Eflay,  to 
which  I  refer  all  impartial  Men  of  Underftand- 
ing,  alluring  them  that  they  will  not  meet 
with  fuch  monftrous  Impiety  in  it  as  is  repor- 
ted. What  an  Advocate  I  have  been  for  Li- 
bertinifm  and  Immorality,  and  what  an  Enemy 
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to  all  Inftru&ions  of  Touth  in  the  Chriftian 
Faith,  may  be  collected  from  the  Pains  I  have 
taken  on  Education  for  above  feven  Pages  to- 
gether:   And  afterwards  again,  page  35%, 
where  fpeaking  of  the  Inftruftions  the  Chil- 
dren of  the  Poor  might  receive  at  Church; 
from  which,  I  fay,  or  fbme  other  Place  of  1¥or~ 
/hip,  I  would  not  have  the  meaneft  of  a  Parijh. 
that  is  able  to  walk  to  it,  be  Abfent  on  Sundays* 
X  have  thefe  Words:   It  is  the  Sabbath,  the 
tnojl  ufeful  Day  in  Seven,  that  is  fet  apart  for 
divine  Service  and  Religious  Exercife,  as 
well  as  refting  from  bodily  Labour ;  and  it  is 
a  Duty  incumbent  on  all  Magiftrates  to  take  a  1 
particular  Care  of  that  Day.    The  Poor  more  ' 
efpecially,  and  their  Children,  Jhould  be  made 
to  go  to  Church  on  it,  both  in  the  Fore  and  the  / 
Afternoon,  becaufe  they  have  no  Time  on  any 
other.    By  "Precept  and  Example  they  ought  to 
be  encouraged  to  it  from  their  very  Infancy: 
The  wilful  Neglett  of  it  ought  to  be  counted 
Scandalous ;  and  if  down-right  Compulfion  to 
what  I  urge  might  feem  too  harjh  and  perhaps 
impracticable,  all  Diver fions  at  lea  ft  ought  % 
ftrittly  to  be  prohibited,  and  the  Poor  hindered 
from  every  Amufement  Abroad,  that  might  al- 
lure or  draw  them  from  it.    If  the  Arguments  . 
I  have  made  ufe  of  are  not  convincing,  I  de-  • 
fire  they  may  be  refuted,  and  I  will  acknow- 
ledge it  as  a  Favour  in  any  one  that  (hall  con-  ^ 
vince  me  of  my  Errour,  without  ill  Language, 
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by  fliewing  me  wherein  I  have  been  miftaken: 
But  Calumny,  it  feems,  is  the  fhorteft  Way 
of  confuting  an  Adversary,  when  Men  are 
touch'd  in  a  fenfible  Part.  Vaft  Sums  are  ga- 
ther'd  for  thefe  Charity-Schools,  and  I  under- 
(land  human  Nature  too  well  to  imagine,  that  ' 
the  Sharers  of  the  Money  ihould  hear  them  * 
fpoke  againft  with  any  Patience.  X  forefaw 
therefore  the  Ufage  I  was  to  receive,  and  ha- 
ving repeated  the  common  Cant  that  is  made 
for  Charity-Schools,  1  told  my  Readers,  pag* 
304,  This  is  the  general  Cry,  and  he  float 
/peaks  the  leaji  Word  againft  it,  is  an  uncba- 
ritabkj  hard-hearted  and  inhuman^  if  not  a 
wickedy  profane  and  Atheiftical  Wretch.  For  , 
this  Reafon  it  cannot  be  thought,  that  it  was 
a  great  Surprife  to  me,  when  in  that  extraor- 
dinary Letter  to  Lord  C.  I  faw  my  felf  call'd 
profligate  Author ;  the  Publication  of  my  Te- 
net Sy  an  open  and  avowed  Tropofal  to  extirpate 
the  Chriflian  Faith  and  all  Virtitey  and  what  I 
had  done  fo  flunningy  fo  Jhockingy  fo  fright-  •/ 
fiily  fo  flagrant  an  Enormity,  that  it  cry'd  for  ■ 
the  Vengeance  of  Heaven.  This  is  no  more 
than  what  I  have  always  expe&ed  from  the  E- 
nemies  to  Truth  and  fair  Dealing,  and  I  lhall 
retort  nothing  on  the  angry  Author  of  that 
Letter,  who  endeavours  to  expofe  me  to  the 
publick  Fury.  I  pity  him,  and  have  Charity 
enough  to  believe  that  he  has  been  impofed  upon 
himfelf,  by  trulting  to  Fame  and  the  Hearfay 
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,  of  others ;  For  no  Man  in  his  Wits  cin  ima- 

fine,  that  he  fhould  have  read  one  quarter 
'art  of  my  Book,  and  write  as  he  does. 
I  am  forry  if  the  Words  "Private  Vicesy 
Publick  Benefits,  have  ever  given  any  Of- 
fence to  a  well-meaning  Man.    The  My- 
ftery  of  them  is  foon  unfolded  when  once 
they  are  rightly  underftood ;  but  no  Man  of 
Sincerity  will  queftion  the  Innocence  of  them, 
that  has  read  the  lalt  Paragraph,  where  I  take 
my  Leave  of  the  Reader,  and  conclude  with 
repeating  the  feeming  Paradox,  the  Subjiance 
of  which  is  advanced  in  the  Title  Page ;  that 
private  Vices  by  the  dextrous  Management  of 
a  skilful  Politician,  may  be  turrid  tnto  pub- 
lick  Benefits.  Thefe  are  the  laft  Words  of  the 
Book,  printed  in  the  fame  large  Charafter 
with  the  reft.   But  I  fet  afide  all  what  I  have 
faid  in  my  Vindication;  and  if  in  the  whole 
Book  calFd,  The  Fable  of  the  Bees,  and  pre- 
fented  by  the  Grand-Jury  of  Middlefex  to  the 
Judges  of  the  Kings-Bench,  there  is  to  be 
found  the  lead  Tittle  of  Blafphemy  or  Pro- 
fanenefs,  or  any  thing  tending  to  Immorality 
or  the  Corruption  of  Manners,  I  defire  it  may 
be  publifh'd;  and  if  this  be  done  without  In- 
vettives,  perfonal  Reflections,  or  fetting  the 
Mob  upomrfie,  Things  I  never  defign  to  an- 
fwer,  I  wk^not  only  Recant,  but  likewife  beg 
Pardon  of  the  offended  Publick  in  the  molt 
folemn  Manner ;  and  (if  the  Hangman  might 
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be  thought  too  good  for  the  Office)  burn  the 
Book  my  felf  at  any  reafonable  Time  and 
Place  my  Adverfaries  fhall  be  pleafed  to  ap- 
point. 

The  Author  of  the  Fable  of  the  Bees. 
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PAge  5-4.  Line  t.  <W*  or.  P.  80. 1. 20.  resd  at  once.  P.  86. 1.  14,  r. 
crazy.  P.  084I.  6.  r.  that  is.  P.  99.  L 7. ^.Churches.  P.  131. 1.  3.7. 
than  moft.  P.  174. 1. 12.  r.  which  is.  P.  162. 1.  10.  r.  after  that.  J.  12.  r. 
himfelf  up.  P.  199. 1.  fa  fir  themr.  him.  P.  241. 1.4.r.  if  they.  P.  300. 
1.  ult.  r.  a  few.  P.  301. Tp.  r.  only  laft.  <P.  205-.  1. 19.  fir  tor.  of.  P.309. 
L  26.  /or  one  r.  who.  P.  343. 1. 32.  r.  negligent.  P.  393. 1.  7.  r.  Virtues. 
P.  413.  l.i  1.  r.  not. 
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